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EDITORIAL FOCUS

IN HIS SECOND MESSAGE TO CONGRESS

HE PLEOÖEP TO

Commissioners - 
wake up!

The Portland D eve lopm ent Com m ission continues 
to ignore the p leas o f the people. W h ile  ag ree ­
ments and  prom ises are m ade and broken by the 
staff, harassm ent goes on. W h ile  sta ff spends 
Weeks perfec ting  a com p la in t system, the people 
rem ain unheard . The peop le  o f the com m unity 
have now here  to turn. No one seems to take 
responsib ility  fo r the actions o f the Commission.
; We know  the m a jo rity  o f the Commissioners are 
new  to th e ir positions. W ith as com plica ted a 
program  as they are a ttem p ting  to direct, it is 
(natural that they w o u ld  be overw he lm ed  w ith  the 
Oaagnitude o f th e ir responsib ility . It is no wonder 
that they are  help lessly m ired  in the deta ils of 
financ ia l sh u fflin g  — not know ing  w here the 
money is g o ing  or w here  it's com ing from . It is no 
w onder that they are  at the mercy o f the ir paid 
staff. But som ehow  they w ill have to get them ­
selves beyond the fin an c ia l deta ils, the decisions 
betw een the benefits  o f grass seed vs. grass sod, 
and see the needs o f the people.

Som ehow the Com m issioners w ill have to look 
beyond w ha t the sta ff wants them  to see — to 
tackle the  rea l p roblem s that face  the com m unity 
and th e ir agency.

We be lieve  the Com m issioners are sincere and 
ded icated citizens. We hope they w ill m eet the 
challenges o f the ir positions before  it is too late. 
For they -- not the staff -- are u ltim a te ly  re ­
sponsible fo r the ir agency.

First Elk was Black
The Benevo lent Protective O rder o f Elks has voted 

to open its m em bersh ip  to Blacks and o ther m in o ri­
ties. The m em bers o f over 2,000 lodges voted nearly 
4 to 1 to d rop  the "w h ite  o n ly "  m em bersh ip  clause 
from  th e ir C onstitu tion.

It w o u ld  be nice to th ink  that this action was taken 
bet js e  the m em bers o f the Elks, the na tion 's  largest 
fra te rna l o rgan iza tion , had decided  to judge a p p li­
cants accord ing  to the ir personal qua lities  rather 
than accord ing  to th e ir racia l heritage . It w ou ld  be 
nice to be lieve  that "B ro th e rh o o d " had come to the 
brothers o f the BPOE.

But the truth is that the m ove was brought about by 
econom ic necessity. The lodge had lost a series of 
court decisions, inc lud ing  one in O regon that m ade 
Elks Lodge liab le  fo r taxes, and one in M aine  that 
m ade them  in e lig ib le  to hold  a state liquor license 
because o f the ir exclusion o f non-w hites.

So the BPOE w ill soon get th e ir firs t Black m em ­
bers -- or so they th ink — fo r w e  know  that one 
o f the tw o  founders o f the BPOE was Black.

A plea for the fans
W restling  in Portland has taken on a new  look. 

Color TV has come to the Portland Sports Arena.
W ith th is exc iting  new era fo r the te lev is ion  

v iew er, w e w ou ld  like  to suggest a bonus fo r the 
fa ith fu l fans w ho see the matches at the A rena 
every Saturday n ight: broadcasting the te lev is ion  
in te rv iew s w ith  the wrestlers over the PA system. 
O ften the in te rv iew s are as exc iting  as the action 
in the ring , and the paying customers miss the fun.

The broadcasting o f the TV in te rv iew s w ith  the 
popu la r Frank Bonnema is d e lig h tfu l to watch on TV 
and also exc iting  to hear at the A rena  from  the 
crow 's nest.

There are  m any reasons w hy m atch-m aker Don 
Owens should  have the TV in te rv iew s on the PA 
system fo r fans a ttend ing  the match:

Fans anxious to hear the te lev is ion  in terv iew s 
be tw een  matches often crowd around the crows 
nest and d isturb  the te levis ion crews and e q u ip ­
m ent;

It w ou ld  g ive  the te levsion advertisers an extra 
boost in aud ience ;

H aving the in te rv iew s on the loud speakers fo r a ll 
the fans to hear w ou ld  also create added interest in 
the "g ru d g e  m atches"
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Who created Boise?
David McCrea, p rinc ip a l o f Boise Elementary 

School, said Boise has an atm osphere that is not 
conducive  to lea rn ing . He c la im s that no w h ite  ch ild  
can excel at Boise. He cannot e xp la in  the reason fo r 
this atm osphere, but th inks it m igh t com e from  the 
ch ild ren 's  homes.

For m any years Boise has been a subject o f con­
troversy. For m any years it has he ld  last p lace, or 
close to it, in the academ ic ach ievem en t o f 
Portland's students. Parents say th ings have im ­
proved. The p op u la tio n  is dow n  from  750 to 350, the 
ch ild ren  are m ore m anageab le , the com m un ity  is 
m ore invo lved . Yet the p rinc ipa l states that a w h ite  
ch ild  cannot excel, that the a tm osphere  is opposed to 
lea rn ing , that the expected  standards o f behavior 
a re  low er than those in w h ite  schools.

W ho is to b lam e  fo r the s ituation  at Boise — the 
com m un ity  or the school board? The com m un ity  has 
long requested and dem anded  desegregation  o f the 
schools. In 1963 the NAACP p o in ted .o u t Boise as a 
segregated school and dem anded  re lie f, as have 
o ther o rgan iza tions m any tim es since. The M odel 
C ities Education C om m ittee  presented a p lan fo r 
desegregation  that was accepted by HUD but re ­
jected by the school board. So Boise rem ains an 
a ll-B lack school.

During the past fe w  years the school board has 
carried  on its system o f "v o lu n ta ry "  busing 
sending out the students that are most like ly  to 
adjust -- and leav ing  those w ith  academ ic or 
social problems.

The school board has created a "g h e tto  schoo l" 
w he re  one need not have existed. It has created a 
Black school in a d istrict w he re  90 percent o f the 
students are w h ite . It has created a school w here  a 
w h ite  student can 't excel and a Black student doesn't 
w an t to excel.

It has created Black students w ho have problem s 
w hen they are sent to schools w here  proper behav io r 
is dem anded and w here  lea rn ing  is expected. It has 
created Black students w ho cannot adjust w hen  they 
m eet w h ite  students fo r the firs t tim e a t Lincoln or 
M adison or C leve land. It has created Black students 
whose in itia tive  and m otiva tion  is destroyed by the 
age o f 7 or 8.

David McCrea has b rought the controversy to a 
head. For his insens itiv ity  to the needs o f Black 
ch ild re n ,* *he  must be rem oved.

Then let the school board take positive  and im ­
m ed ia te  action to solve the p rob lem  it has created!

Money available now
Students needing  m oney to enter advanced 

schooling this year have a new  source o f fin an c ia l 
assistance w hich they should take advantage  of. It 
is the new  Basic Educational O pportun ity  Grants 
Program, adm in is te red  by the U.S. O ffice  o f 
Education.

M ore than $122 m illio n  is a va ila b le  under the 
program  to first-year, firs t-tim e  students a ttend ing  
approved  com m unity  co lleges, fou r-yea r co lleges 
and universities, vocationa l schools, techn ica l insti­
tutes or hospita l schools o f nursing.

Students have until February 1, 1974 to obta in  
and com p le te  app lica tions fo r this school year. 
A pp lica tions are a va ila b le  at student fin a n c ia l a id  
o ffices  o f post-secondary institutions, h igh  school 
gu idance  o ffices, post o ffices, state em p loym en t 
o ffices, county a g ricu ltu ra l extension o ffices, and 
m any o ther agencies and o rgan izations ded ica ted  
to serving youth , or by w ritin g  Basic Grants, P.O. 
Box 84, W ashington, D.C. 20044.

C om pleted app lica tions should be m a iled  to 
P.O. Box B, Iow a C ity, Iowa 52440. The student 
then w ill be n o tifie d  o f the am ount his fa m ily  is 
expected to contribute . The student should then 
subm it this no tifica tion  to the school o f his choice 
w h ich  w ill ca lcu la te  the am oun t o f the Basic Grant.

The am ount o f each grant is de te rm ined  on a 
un ifo rm  na tio nw ide  basis w hich  assures that 
students w ho  most need fin a n c ia l assistance are 
ab le  to ob ta in  it. Basic Grants are not loans and 
do not have to be pa id  back.

Every student en te ring  an approved school fo r 
the first tim e  this year is urged to app ly  now .
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WORK WITH THE 
CONGRESS IN AN 
EFFORT TO 
enact leoislavon
WHICH WILL ENO IN­
VOLUNTARY SUSINO 
FOR TH E PURPOSES 
OP RACIAL SALANCE"

P o lit ic a l in c ite m e n t ...?

TO THE EDITOR
Excuse me please

Dear Mr. Henderson:

In the September 24, 1973 
Oregonian, an article on Boise 
School by Mr. Bill Keller in 
eludes several quotes from 
me that have justifiably out 
raged the community, the 
parents and the students and 
damaged the image of Boise 
School. While admitting 
certain of the key state 
ments, there were other con

“The next time you get 
mad at a news story, re 
member that a free press 
provides you with the in­
formation that keeps our 
country free ”

“Not for its own sake 
alone, but for the sake of 
society and good govern

cepts developed in the article 
for which I am not respon 
sible.

In looking back, I realize 
the words were badly chosen 
and did not. in fact, convey 
what I really feel, especially 
in attributing to Blacks gen 
erally the characteristics of 
some whose behavior we 
treat affirmatively and ac 
tively when it occurs. I must 
emphasize that defiant be 
havior is not accepted or

condoned by the school staff. 
I wish to formally apologize 
to the members of this com 
munity and to all concerned 
citizens. I am more proud of 
Boise School, its students, its 
patrons and its staff than 
any effort in which I have 
ever been associated.

It just has to be here

ment, the press should be 
free. Publicity is the strong 
bond which unites the people 
and their government. Au 
thority should do no act that 
will not bear the light.” -- 
John A. Garfield.

"Let the people know the 
facts, and the country will be 
safe." Abraham Lincoln.

St. Joh
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Please arrange to have the OBSERVER m a iled  to my

e $5.25 per year in the Tri County area, 
a $8.00 per year elsewhere,

N om e -

A ddress .

City, State & Zip

Apt. ( if  any). Telephone.
286-107?

S H O P
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r o a

B R A N D S  y o u  k n o w  

V A R IE T IE S  y o u  h k .  

S IZE S  v o u  w a n t

For guaranteed top quality work in all 
areas of building construction, contact 
the

Albina Contractors 
Association 

72 N. E. Sacramento 
Portland, Oregon 288-8301
General and sub-contractors 

Drop Box operation 
Electrical work 
landscaping 
Painting
Plumbers
Janitorial
Wall board and plaster 
Brick laying A cement

Very respectfully yours, 
David McCrea 
Principal, Boise School

/llso -• call or write lor 
information on our 
Scholarship and 
Apprenticeship program 
lor minority vouth.

Exie 
Company

283-2486

Meet your fltfirmatwe ¿ition 

'Reyturenemt tAe euty utay f

Contract your printing to a minority firm

Use minority printers
Photo Typesetting, G raphic Arts and Printing

Newspapers -- Newsletters Posters Fliers -  
Stationery — Business Cards -- Programs 
Pamphlets — Pictorial D irectories

Printing to m eet your needs

2201 North K illingsw orth  Portland, Oregon

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Start spinning your wheels- 
Try Chuck’s deals
Special! Special I

Peugeot
Reg. 129. Now 125.95

And get free water bottle (Reg. 2.79)
Combination lock (Reg. 3.95)
Tool bag (Reg. 2 7 5 )

I speed., 3 speed., 5 speeds and 10 speeds. 
Tricycles -  training bikes -  wagons.

7017 N. Lombard
5% discount on rentals to churches and organization»

CHARLES CHEWS

We Feature:

•  Raleigh
•  Jeunet
•  Columbia
• Vista
» Peugeot
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