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WE SEE THE WORLD 

THROUGH BLACK EYES

PDC Commissioners 
where are you?

The five  Com m issioners o f the Portland D eve lop­
m ent Com m ission m igh t be concerned citizens w ho 
a re  free ly  and  w ith  g rea t personal sacrifice serving 
the ir com m un ity . They m ight be ded ica ted  to the 
p rinc ipa ls o f c itizen  p a rtic ipa tion  in the p lann ing  
and deve lo pm e n t o f the  city. But they have shown 
litt le  em pathy w ith  th e ir ne ighbors in A lb in a  w ho  
are be ing  in ju re d  by th e ir agency.

PDC is an agency tha t looks good on paper — 
an agency that has done  some good fo r some 
people. But in its g rea t respons ib ility  fo r rem ov ing  
some ne ighborhoods and restoring others, the re ­
s p o n s ib ly  to the ind iv id ua l is easily  lost.

It is not enough  to a ttend  com m ission m eetings 
and spend m illio n s  o f do lla rs  if there  is no com ­
prehension o f the e ffec t those m illio n s  have on the 
lives o f the peop le  in th e ir path. W ith the huge 
responsib ilities and  the long range invo lvem en t 
PDC has in the area, the Com m issioners — Elaine 
Cogan, Dr. John G riffith , Mrs. O gden Beem an, Dr. 
W illiam  Jenkins and Bob W alsh — should  be 
fa m ila r figures in A lb ina .

We w ou ld  like  to see the Com m issioners v is it the 
homes and the ne ighborhoods o f the peop le  w ho 
"b e n e fit”  from  the ir w ork. We suggest that they 
visit the homes tha t have been " re h a b ilita te d ”  — 
those w ho  have rece ived  shoddy and  incom p le te  
w ork and those whose hom es have been b e a u ti­
fu lly  repa ired . We suggest they v is it those w ho 
have been den ied  grants w ith o u t adequate  
exp lana tion  and those w ho have been insu lted 
w hen they have asked w hy. We suggest they vis it 
the homes o f citizens w ho  have been to ld  they 
should take w ha t they get and be satisfied because 
it's a "h a n d o u t" . We suggest they v is it those 
w ho have lost th e ir homes to Urban Renewal on ly  
to see new  hom es fo r the m idd le  class rise in w ha t 
was once th e ir property.

The Com m issioners are  responsib le  fo r the poor 
w ork, fo r the threats, the  harassm ent, the broken 
promises. They are responsible  fo r the uncaring 
sta ff m em bers. They are responsib le  fo r a C h ie f o f 
Housing R ehab ilita tion  w ho  can w rite  as la te  as 
1971, "o u r  lega l sta ff fee ls  that the use o f the w ord  
'm in o r ity ' can be so loosely in te rp re ted  that it w ill 
be o f litt le  use to the contractors. Please g ive  us 
the d e fin it io n  you use fo r th is w o rd ."  The Com ­
missioners a re  responsible  fo r the repu ta tion  o f 
the ir agency, w hich  has the responsib lify  and the 
opportun ity  to be o f g reat service to the peop le  o f 
A lb ina  and o f Portland, but w h ich  is o ften  used to 
oppress the poor and  the defenseless.

The Com m issioners a re  responsib le  -- and u l­
tim a te ly  they w ill pay the price.
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School Board 
could aid poor

The school d is tric t is a cqu iring  land near the
M em oria l Coliseum  fo r use as a w arehouse and 
truck storage site. The school d istrict has used con­
dem na tion , th rea t o f condem na tion  and genera l 
harassm ent to acqu ire  the  property, w h ich  is 
la rge ly  occup ied by fa m ily  homes.

This is p rim e  d e ve lo p m e n t p roperty, loca ted  near 
the Coliseum , the freew ays, the rive r and d o w n ­
tow n . It has now  been suggested, and  is b e lieve d  
by m any persons to have been the p lan  a ll a long, 
tha t the p roperty be sold to p riva te  deve lope rs  fo r 
a m ote l and convention  site. The school d istrict 
has a lready agreed  that some o f the land  should 
be sold.

This area was popu la ted  m a in ly  by peop le  w ho 
had lived  there  fo r m any years. M any o f the w h ite  
residents had live d  in th e ir  hom es most o f the ir 
lives. The Blacks bough t hom es there  at a tim e 
w hen  they w ere  restricted to purchasing  w ith in  the 
then narrow  con fines o f A lb in a . Some had been 
d isp laced  by the C oliseum . N ow  a ll a re  being 
fo rced  out.

W ith  the school d is tric t as the on ly  au thorized  
buyer and residents h av ing  to lea ve  w ith in  
spec ified  tim e  lim its  to ob ta in  re loca tion  assistance 
from  PDC, p roperty  that is p o te n tia lly  some o f the 
most va lu ab le  in Portland was purchased fo r as 
litt le  as 60 cents a square foot.

N ow  the school d istrict adm its it has an e th ica l 
p rob lem . A fte r fo rc ing  peop le  from  the ir hom es at 
g rea t personal and fin a n c ia l loss, can it in  good 
fa ith  sell this p roperty  fo r p riva te  use? Is the 
school d istrict in the business o f p rope rty  specu­
la tion?

There is an answ er to this serious p rob lem . Let 
the d e fin it io n  you use fo r th is w o rd ."  The Com- 
a d eve lo pm e n t co rpora tion , p ro v id ing  techn ica l 
assistance and o b ta in in g  fu n d in g . Then re tu rn  the 
p roperty  to the co rpora tion  and let it d e ve lo p  the 
area. The p rope rty  could  be used fo r m otels, a 
convention  site, parks, housing or w ha teve r is 
de te rm ine d  to be the best and most lucra tive  use 
The ow nersh ip  and p ro fits  w o u ld  rem ain  w ith  the 
peop le  w ho o r ig in a lly  o w ned  the property.

Such a pro ject, o w ned  substan tia lly  by Blacks 
and low -in co m e  persons, cou ld  be a na tiona l 
e xam p le  o f how  fe de ra l and  local agencies can 
assist the red eve lop m e n t o f an area  in a w ay that 
w o u ld  b e n e fit the hom eow ners. It w o u ld  p rovide  
tra in in g  and e m p loym en t, as w e ll as a substantia l 
f lo w  o f m oney in to  the Black com m un ity . The 
possib ilities a re  p rac tica lly  endless.

The school d is tric t has reaped  the bene fits  o f 
program s fo r the  "d is a d v a n ta g e d " . N ow  let it use 
its resources and expertise  to fin d  a w ay o f 
redeem ing  some benefits  from  the chaos it has 
created.
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Backfire possible
Vice President A g n e w  is reported  to be on the 

verge  o f res ign ing  due  to his reported  invo lvem en t 
in "p a y o ffs "  in his hom e state o f M ary land . If the 
g ro w in g  evidence  o f A g ne w 's  g u ilt is to be ac­
cepted, it is best that M r. A g ne w  resign. The 
A m erican  peop le  shou ld  have the assurance that 
th e ir h ighest e lected  o ffic ia ls  are not invo lved  in 
c r im in a l a c itiv ity . For those w ho  are concerned 
w ith  hum an rights, the news seems too good  to be 
true.

The coun ter-rum or is that President N ixon  is 
push ing A gnew  out o f the a dm in is tra tion . If this is 
true it is sure ly done e n tire ly  fo r se lfish  m otives. 
H ow ever, th is m ove could back fire  on the Presi­
dent. An A gnew  res igna tion  could  turn pub lic  
o p in io n  tow ard  im peachm ent o f the President, fo r 
one o f the com m on ly  heard argum ents aga inst 
rem ov ing  President N ixon from  o ffice  is the 
presence o f the Vice President, "'W hat if A gnew  
w ere  President?"

The prospect o f A gnew  as president shou ld  not 
deter the A m erican  peop le  from  d em an d in g  the 
tr ia l and  rem ova l o f President N ixon from  o ffice  if 
they fe e l the ev idence  aga inst h im  justifies  this. 
But fe a r o f a President A gnew  is understandab le  
and m aybe the rem ova l o f this roadb lock w ill  he lp  
speed up the w hee ls  o f justice.
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Dear Mr. Henderson:

I recently met with Mr.
Jake Gather, Director of
Civil Bights, Federal High 
way Commission, from Wash 
ington, D .C . and several 
State Highway officials, in­
cluding Ellis Casson, Civil 
Bights Officer of the Federal 
Highway Administration, Be 
gion 10, which includes Ore 
gon. Washington, Idaho and 
Alaska.

The m eeting was con­
cerning the problems that 
Albina Contractors Associa 
tion has encountered recently 
with the State Highway D ivi­
sion in an attempt to secure 
contracting work, training 
assistance and Construction 
Technology scholarships for 
minority youth and contrac 
tors throughout the state. 
The ACA is also trying to 
assure that the Highway 
Department complies with 
the Affirmative Action laws 
for minorities.

Contractors on federally 
funded highway projects in 
Oregon are not in compliance 
with affirmative action re 
quirements. For example, no 
more than a half dozen 
Blacks are employed on the 
highway construction be 
tween Portland and Salem.

It became apparent prior 
to this meeting that Mr. 
Casson either has no know 
ledge of the A ffirm ative  
Action laws or lacks the 
initiative and competency to 
enforce them.

It  is really shameful and 
disgusting that such organi 
zations as the United M i­
nority Workers and Albina 
Contractors Association, dedi­
cated to the causes of our 
people, are forced to seek 
assistance from Washington. 
D.C. in order to get a re­
sponse to a problem which 
should have been solved by a 
regional representative, like 
Mr. Casson. I have at

tempted to meet with Mr.
Casson over a period of 
several months, with no re 
sponse from him.

However. I guess we tend 
to forget that many of our 
“so-called” leaders are placed 
in various positions as 
“tokens” and not only do 
they fail to respond to the 
needs of our people, but also 
turn their heads and atten 
tion away from our cries.

I wonder just what it will 
take to make them listen and 
become responsible and ef­
fective Black leaders? Or, if 
that is not possible, what 
recourses should be taken to 
remove them from such stra 
tegic positions so that they 
may be replaced by con 
scientious. dedicated minority 
individuals?

Aside from his federal 
position, Casson is President 
of the local NAACP. In the 
past the Portland Branch has 
been in the forefront of the 
fight for equal employment 
opportunity, but the mem 
bership should look at the 
record of its current ad 
ministration and see what its 
president has done for the 
community.

And you can talk to Black 
students who attended Roose­
velt, Lincoln and Jefferson 
during Casson's employment 
with the school district, or 
for that matter, with many 
of the Black teachers, and 
learn that Casson did nothing 
to assist them.

The time for action is now. 
and we can no longer afford 
to carry the burden of both 
our poor and our disadvan 
taged. as well as our "Uncle 
Tom” leaders our backs 
just aren't strong enough!

I would be the first to 
praise the efforts of the gov 
ernment in hiring qualified 
Blacks and minorities in top 
positions, but it seems in 
suiting and degrading to 
think that an individual in

one of the Highway Depart­
ment's highest positions on 
civil rights has no better 
qualifications thun a degree 
in religious education and a 
track record of incompetenry. 
I'm sure we could do better 
than that for the benefit of 
the Civil Bights Division of 
the Highway Department and 
the state's minority popula 
tion.

Sincerely,
Eugene Jackson.
Business Manager. Albina 
Contractors Association

YMCA
(Continued from p. 1 col. 71

be scheduled for individual 
members but rather on a 
group basis. The staff and 
volunteers will go out into 
the community to locate and 
organize groups of youth and 
adults who may then par 
ticipate in a variety of acti­
vities either within or out 
side of the YMCA building.

The new M etropolitan  
YMCA Urban Center will 
also serve as headquarters 
for a "day center" "referral 
unit contracting with the 
courts and the Children's 
Services Division to provide 
supervised and structured 
programs for young jteople 
referred to the day center as 
an alternate to lieing placed 
in detention facilities. The 
day center purpose will be to 
help muddy or eliminate con 
ditions and factors which 
contribute to alienation, hos­
tility and delinquency among 
youth

(Continued from pg. 1. col. 41

city in the Bureau of Human 
Resources. This plan was 
eventually put aside by the 
City Council and PMSC con 
tinues ns a private agency. 
Gilcrease was one of the 
strongest opponents of this 
plan. Although he agreed 
with the creation of the 
Bureau in concept, he had 
objections to some of the 
methods. Placing the DEO  
programs under the city  
would elniinate citizen con 
trol, he maintained. Cur 
rently PMSC is operated by 
a citizen board, and every 
program has a lioard made 
up of recipients of the pro­
gram ns well as other con 
cerned citizens. Ho also was 
concerned that employees of 
PMSC and the programs 
would not be given civil ser 
vice status with the city, but 
that many would be elimi 
nated as other city employees 
needed their jobs. Many 
employees who have experi 
ence and training and per 
form their jobs well would 
not fit into civil service cate­
gories.

Children with working par 
ents especially need daytime 
care. CGN donations to 
daycare centers in Multno 
inah. Clackamas, Washington 
and Clark Counties help pro 
vide this love and attention.

Census undercount loses dollars

PMSC has a good relation 
ship with the Bureau and 
Gilcrease works closely with 
Commissioner Schwab and 
Bureau director Ira Blalock.

One of Gilcrease's major 
concerns is with the fate of 
Black directors. With 19 
Community Action Projects 
in the Northwest, he is the 
only Black director. The 
others have been eliminated 
or their programs term! 
nated. Closer to home, some 
of the programs that had 
Black directors in Portland 
now have white directors. 
Charles Jordan has left Model 
Cities; Leon Harris resigned 
from the Multi Service Cen 
ter.

Although the study has 
not been released to the 
public, it indicates that the 
Nixon Administration is at 
tempting to eliminate Black 
directors across the country.

This has been a year of 
crisis for PMSC. but Gil- 
crease believes in turning 
evil into good and adversity 
into strength. lie  looks 
forward to another difficult 
but rewarding year
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by Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.

You might be one of the 
5.3 million people the U.S. 
Census Bureau admits it did 
not count in the 1970 census. 
If  so, that means that your 
neighborhood loses federal 
aid apportioned on a per 
capita basis, including reve­
nue sharing money, and 
shares less than it ought to 
in other federal and state 
programs.

Over five million people 
not counted may not seem 
much on a national basis in a 
total population of over 200 
million, but it's impact on 
localities, especially on hard- 
pressed cities and towns 
w ith  substantial m inority  
populations, is important.

The bulk of the “missing 
persons” are minorities; al­
most eight percent are Black, 
as against less than a two 
p e rc e n t u n d erco u n t for 
whites. Spanish-speaking  
people were probably under 
counted more than any other 
group, since the census forms 
were in English only.

How much have key cities 
lost because of the under 
count? I t ’s hard to say 
exactly, but a good estimate, 
based on the Census Bureau's 
own figures of the under 
count, indicates that New 
York State lost about $15.1 
million in revenue sharing 
funds alone, while California 
lost almost as much.

M ajo r cities lost large  
amounts that could be used 
to help relieve the crushing 
problems they face. New 
York City lost about $6.7 
million; Chicago, $2.5 million; 
Washington, D.C. $1.5 mil­
lion, and other cities similar 
amounts depending on their 
size and their minority popu­
lations.

What ought to be done to 
rectify a mistake the Census 
Bureau admits occurred? 
After all, the census is no 
academic head counting exer 
cise; it is the basis not only 
tor allocation of federal and 
state funds, but also for 
political representation and

the drawing of political dis 
tricts at all levels of govern 
ment.

The Census Bureau itself 
wants another census in 
1975, instead of waiting until 
1980 as mandated by the 
Constitution. There is a lot 
to be said for cutting the 
census interval from ten to 
five years in our highly 
mobile nation. There is an 
agricultural census every five 
years counting every farm 
animal and tractor in rural 
America. I f  we can count 
chickens every five years, 
why not people?

But Congress refused a 
mid-decade census so we 
must deal with these figures 
for the next ten years. I 
have already suggested an 
across-the board increase in 
official population figures to 
account for the estimated 
undercount, but such sugges­
tions have met with a de­
featist response that simply 
says that the national figures 
can’t be adjusted on a local 
basis.

Now the National Urban 
League’s Research Depart 
ment has come up with a 
formula it says can be ap­
plied to correct the under 
count. The researchers went

to the Census Bureau's own 
estim ated national under 
counts of different sub groups 
of the population and devised 
a system of adjusting local 
figures.

They make clear that this 
is an interim device to be 
used in the current emer­
gency. Eventually, popula 
tion researchers and the 
Bureau may come up with a 
fool proof method of compen 
sating for national under­
counts; but until then, it 
makes sense to put the 
League's method to im ­
mediate use in all population- 
based formulas on federal 
and state aid.

After all, this wouldn't be 
the first time the govern 
ment used nationwide figures 
to deal with localities. The 
famous poverty index, for 
example, applies a national 
definiation of poverty regard­
less of the significant cost of 
living variations in different 
regions. The national pov­
erty index is used as a 
national standard for allo­
cating funds to localities; so 
too, the suggested revisions 
in population figures would 
be used as a standard for 
disbursement of funds until 
the next census.
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