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WE SEE THE WORLD
THROUGH BLACK EYES

EDITORIAL FOCUS

PDC Commissioners
where are you?

The five Commissioners of the Portland Develop-
ment Commission might be concerned citizens who
are freely and with great personal sacrifice serving
their community. They might be dedicated to the
principals of citizen participation in the planning
and development of the city. But they have shown
little empathy with their neighbors in Albina who
are being injured by their agency

PDC is an agency that looks good on paper
an agency that has done some good for some
people. But in its great responsibility for removing
some neighborhoods and restoring others, the re-
sponsiblity to the individual is easily lost

It is not enough to attend commission meetings
and spend millions of dollars if there is no com-
prehension of the effect those millions have on the
lives of the people in their path. With the huge
responsibilities and the long range involvement
PDC has in the area, the Commissioners Elaine
Cogan, Dr. John Griffith, Mrs. Ogden Beeman, Dr.
William Jenkins and Bob Walsh should be
familar figures in Albina

We would like to see the Commissioners visit the
homes and the neighborhoods of the people who
“benefit” from their work. We suggest that they
visit the homes that have been ““rehabilitated”’
those who have received shoddy and incomplete
work and those whose homes have been becuti
fully repaired. We suggest they visit those who
have been denied grants adequate
explanation and those who have been insulted
when they have asked why. We suggest they visit
the homes of citizens who have been told they
should take what they get and be satisfied because
its @ “handout”. We suggest they visit those
who have lost their homes to Urban Renewal only
to see new homes for the middle class rise in what
was once their property.

The Commissioners are responsible for the poor
work, for the threats, the harassment, the broken
promises. They are responsible for the uncaring
staff members. They are responsible for a Chief of
Housing Rehabilitation who can write as late as
1971, “our legal staff feels that the use of the word
‘minority’ can be so loosely interpreted that it will
be of little use to the contractors. Please give us
the definition you use for this word.” The Com-
missioners are responsible for the reputation of
their agency, which has the responsiblity and the
opportunity to be of great service to the people of
Albina and of Portland, but which is often used to
oppress the poor and the defenseless.

The Commissioners are responsible --
timately they will pay the price.
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School Board
could aid poor

district is the
and
The school district has used con-
general

W h.-\' h Is

The school land near

Memoria

C]Cqulriﬂg

Coliseum for use as a warehouse

truck stor age site
demnation and

threat of condemnation

harassment to acquire the property
largely occupied by family homes
located near

and down-

This is prime development property

the Coliseum, the freeways, the river

town. It has now been suggested, and is believed
by many persons to have been the plan all along
that the property be sold to private developers for

a motel and convention site The school district

has alreaay agreed that some ot the land should

be sold

T >
Ihis area was populated mainly by people who

had lived there for many years. Many of the white
resigents

The Blacks bol_;k_]h. nomes there at a time

had lived in their homes most of their
||\.E‘5
when they were restricted to purchasing within the
then Some

displaced by

narrow confines of Albina had been

the Coliseum Now all are being
torced out

With
buyer and
specified time limits to obtain relocation assistance

from PDC

most

the school district as the only authorized

resigents having to eave within

property that i1s potentially some ot the

valuable in Portland was purchased for as

little as 60 cents a square foot

Now the school district admits it has an ethica
problem. After forcing people from their homes at
great personal anda financia 055 an good
taith sell this property for private use? Is the
school district the business of property specu
lation?

There is an answer to this serious problem. Let
the definition you use for this word.” The Com

a development corporation, providing technica
assistance and obtaining funding
property to the corporation and let it develop the
area. The property could be used for motels, a
convention site, parks, housing or whatever is
determined to be the best and most lucrative
The ownership and profits would remain with the
people who originally owned the property

Such o project, owned substantially by Blacks
and low-income persons, could be a national
example of how federal and local agencies can
assist the redevelopment of an area in a way that
would benefit the homeowners. It would provide
training and employment, as well as a substantial
flow of money into the Black community The
possibilities are practically endless

The school district has reaped the benefits of
programs for the “disadvantaged”. Now let it use
its resources and expertise to find a way of
redeeming some benefits from the chaos it has

created.

Then return the

use

Backfire possible

Vice President Agnew is reported to be on the
verge of resigning due to his reported involvement
in “payoffs” in his home state of Maryland. If the
growing evidence of Agnew’s guilt is to be ac-
cepted, it is best that Mr. Agnew resign. The
American people should have the assurance that
their highest elected officials are not involved in
criminal acitivity. For those who are concerned
with human rights, the news seems too good to be
frue.

The that President Nixon is
pushing Agnew out of the administration. If this is
tfrue it is surely done entirely for selfish motives.
However, this move could backfire on the Presi-
An Agnew resignation could turn public

counter-rumor IS

dent
opinion toward impeachment of the President, for
one of the commonly heard arguments against
removing President from office is the
presence of the Vice President, “What if Agnew
were President?”

The prospect of Agnew as president should not
deter the American people from demanding the

Nixon

trial and removal of President Nixon from office if
they feel the evidence against him justifies this.
But fear of a President Agnew is understandable
and maybe the removal of this roadblock will help
speed up the wheels of justice
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CR Officer fails community

Dear Mr. Henderson:

I recently met with Mr,
Jake Gather, Director of
Civil Rights, Federal High

way Commission, from Wash
ington, D.C. and several
State Highway officials, in
cluding Ellis Casson, Civil
Rights Officer of the Federal
Highway Administration, Re
gion 10, which includes Ore
gon, Washington, ldaho and
Alaska.

The meeting was con-
cerning the problems that
Albina Contractors Associa

tion has encountered recently
with the State Highway Divi
slon in an attempt to secure

work, training
and Construction
l'echnology scholarships for
minority youth and contrae
the state.

contracting

assistance

tors throughout

I'he ACA is also trying to
assure that the Highway
Department ecomplies  with

the Affirmative Action laws
for minorities.

Contractors on federally
funded highway projects in

Oregon are not in compliance

with affirmative action re
quirements. For example, no
more than a half dozen

Blacks are t'm;r.--\l‘d on the
construction be
tween Portland and Salem

highway

It became apparent prior
to this meeting that Mr
Casson either has no know

the

laws or

ledge of Affirmative
Action lacks the
initiative and competency to
enforce them.

It is really shameful and

disgusting that such organi
zations as the United Mi
nority Workers and Albina

Contractors Association, dedi
cated to the causes of
people, are forced to
assistance from Washington,
D.C. in order to get a re
sponse Lo a [l!’lrhlt'ﬂl \hhll'il
should have been solved by a
regional representative, like
Mr. Casson [ have at

our
'\"l‘h

tempted to meet with Mr
Casson over a period of
several months, with no re
sponse from him.

However, | guess we tend
to forget that many of our
“so-called” leaders are placed
in  various positions as
“tokens” and not only do
they fail to respond to the
needs of our people, but also
turn their heads and atten
tion away from our cries.

I wonder just what it will
take to make them listen and
become responsible and ef
fective Black leaders? Or, if
that is not possible, what
recourses should be taken to
remove them from such stra
tegic positions so that they
may be replaced by
scientious, dedicated minority
individuals?

Aside from his federal
position, Casson is President
of the local NAACP. In the
past the Portland Branch has
been in the forefront of the
fight for equal employment
opportunity, but the mem
bership should look at the
record of its current ad
mimstration and see what its
has

con

president done for the
community
And you can talk to Black

students who attended Roose

velt, Lincoln and Jefferson
during Casson's employment
with the school district, or
for that matter, with many
of the Black teachers, and

learn that Casson did nothing
to assist them

The time for action is now,
and we can no longer alford
the burden of both

to carry
our poor and our disadvan
taged, as well as our "Unele
Tom”™ leaders our bhacks
just aren’t strong « i h

I would be the

praise the efforts of the
ernment nIriNg  qua
Blacks and minorities in
positions, but 1t seems
and degrading to

that an

sulting
think

individual

one of the Highway Depart
highest
rights has no

ment's positions  on
better

degree

eivil
qualifications than a
in religious education and a
track record ol Incompetency
I'm sure we could do better
than that for the benefit of
the Civil Rights Division of
the Highway Department and
the state's minority popula
tion.

Sincerely,
f‘flu:vnr .Ll\'k\n[l.
Business Manager, Albina

Contractors Association

YMCA

(Continued from p. 1 col. 7)

be scheduled for individual

members but rather on a
group basis 'he stafl and
volunteers will go out into
the communmty to locate and
organize groups ol vouth and
adults who may then par
ticipate 1in a varwety ol acti
vities either withi or oul
side of the YMCA building
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Census undercount loses dollars

by Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.

You might be one of the
5.3 million people the U.S.
Census Bureau admits it did
not count in the 1970 census.
If so, that means that your
neighborhood loses [ederal
aid apportioned on a per
capita basis, including reve
nue sharing money, and
shares less than it ought to
in other federal and state
programs.

Over five million people
not counted may not seem
much on a national basis in a
total population of over 200
million, but it's impaet on
localities, especially on hard-
pressed cities and towns
with substantial minority
populations, is important.

The bulk of the “missing
persons” are minorities; al-
most eight percent are Black,
as against less than a two
percent undercount for
whites. Spanish-speaking
people were probably under
counted more than any other
group, since the census forms
were in English only.

How much have key cities
lost because of the under
count? It's hard to say
exactly, but a good estimate,
based on the Census Bureau's
own figures of the under
count, indicates that New
York State lost about $15.1
million in revenue sharing
funds alone, while California
lost almost as much.

Major cities lost large
amounts that could be used
to help relieve the erushing
problems they face. New
York City lost about $6.7
million; Chicago, $2.5 million;
Washington, D.C. $1.5 mil
lion, and other cities similar
amounts depending on their
size and their minority popu-
lations.

What ought to be done to -

rectify a mistake the Census
Bureau admits
After all, the census is no
academic head counting exer
cise; it is the basis not only
for allocation of federal and
state funds, but also for
political representation and

occeurred?

the drawing of political dis
tricts at all levels of govern
ment.

The Census Bureau itself
wants another census in
1975, instead of waiting until
1980 as mandated by the
Constitution. There is a lot
to be said for cutting the
census interval from ten to
five years in our highly
mobile nation. There is an
agricultural census every five
years counting every farm
animal and tractor in rural
America. If we can count
chickens every five years,
why not people?

But Congress refused a
mid-decade census so we
must deal with these figures
for the next ten years. |
have already suggested an
across-the-board increase in
official population figures to
account for the estimated
undercount, but such sugges
tions have met with a de-
featist response that simply
says that the national figures
can't be adjusted on a local
basis.

Now the National
League's Research Depart
ment has come up with a
formula it says can be ap
plied to correet the under
count. The researchers went

Urban

to the Census Bureau's own

estimated national under
counts of different sub-groups
of the population and devised
a system of adjusting local
figures

They make clear that this
is an interim device to be
used in the
gency. Eventually, popula
tion researchers and the
Bureau may come up with a
fool-proof method of compen
sating for national under
counts; but until then, it
makes sense to put the
League's method to im
mediate use in all population

formulas on federal

current emer

based
and state aid.

After all, this wouldn't be
the first time the
ment used nationwide figures
to deal with localities. The
famous poverty index, for
example, applies a national
definiation of poverty regard
less of the significant cost of
living variations in different
regions. The
erty index is used as a
national standard for allo
cating funds to localities; so
too, the suggested revisions
in population figures would
be used as a standard for
disbursement of funds until
the next census.
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PMSC has a wood relation

city in the Bureau of Human ' S " Saidan and
. : vip with : i
Resources. This plan was % :
eventually put aside by the Gilerease works .ll” ely with
. = Schwab  amnd

(Commissioner

' ' b WS e
City Couaell and PMSC con Bureau direetor Ira Rlalock

8 | o riville agency. . :
:}:1:::.“:‘ L“: nl[!:' 1: ”“. Ull.l' l‘l (-I.h'lt'.l.'n L) i jor
' ase [
wornk 18 with the late of
strongest opponents of this “"";\”.| e Wik &
Ll L
pl.lll_ Although he agreed Il dirs 4
with th reation of the Community  Action rojecls
/ ¢ Ccred
orthwest, he s th
Bureau in conecept, he had mllhllll\ L fireetor I'he
. L} 2
objections to some of the oniy N

sbethade ]'|hl|l;; the OFO others have been eliminated
' 5 thew termi

programs under the ecity or programs

would elminate eitizen con nated. Closer to home, som
trol, he maintained Cur of the programs 1h..11 hal
rently PMSC is operated by Black directors in Portland
a citizen board, and every now have white directors,
program has a board made Charles Jordan has left Model

up of recipients of the pro Cities: Leon Harris resigned

gram as well as other con
cerned citizens. He also was ter
concerned that employees of

from the Multi Service Cen

Although the study has

not been released to the

PMSC and the programs
would not be given ecivil ser publie, it indicates that the
vice status with the city, but Nixon Administration is al
that many would be elimi tempting to eliminate Black
nated as other city employees directors across the country
needed their jobs Miany This has been a year ol
employees who have experi erisis for PMSU but Gl
ence and tratnming and per Creisy believes In turning
form their jobs well would evil into good and adversity
not fit into ¢civil serviee cate into strength He looks
HOries forward to another difficult
but rewarding year
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Are You in The Clouds
Where To Find

real Style in eyeglass

fashion and color Tints?

Answer:

Binyon Optical )

630 S. W. Broadway
226-6688
1438 Jantzen Beach Center
283-.3195

Dr. L. Wesley Aplanap, Optometrist
Associate optometrists:
Ei_rnm\, Hatten, Miller and Stenger

We Take
Care of

All
Arrangements

Expertly...

Because the
qoad will of

the families

wa serve is our
most valuable
asset,

C. Don Vann

VANN'S
MORTUARY

5211 N.Williams Avenue 281-2836
Portland,Oregon

CallOnUs

because

Long Distance
1s the next

best thing to
being there.
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