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WE SEE THE WORLD
I

THROUGH BLACK EYES

EDITORIAL FOCUS
9 .

Ten years later
Ten years ago  M artin  Luther King and others led 

the "M a rch  on W ashington fo r Jobs and F reedom ." 
In that ten years there  have been m any changes. 
Three o f the  leaders — King, W h itney Young 
and W alter Reuther, a re  no longer w ith  us. John F. 
Kennedy, w ho  sat in the W hite  House, and his 
successor, Lyndon B. Johnson, are dead. The era 
o f the mass dem onstra tions fo r c iv il rights has 
a lm ost ended.

Voter reg is tra tion  in the South has b rought Black 
m ayors to Cities w he re  Blacks w ere  once beaten 
and ja iled  in th e ir e ffo rt to register. The bro ther o f 
M edgar Evers, w ho  was m urdered  that same year, 
is now  m ayor o f Fayette, M ississippi.

The C iv il Rights B ill o f 1964 was passed. Public 
accom m odations are open. It has becom e popu lar 
to appo in t Blacks to gove rnm enta l positions.

But the past ten years have b rought litt le  change 
to those w ho  still live  in poverty  — closed out o f 
o ppo rtun ity  fo r em p loym en t and education  be 
cause o f th e ir race. Little has changed fo r the 
residents o f the ghettos w ho do not ben e fit from  
the  fe de ra l program s designed to im prove the ir 
standard o f life .

The past ten years have b rought litt le  change to 
the ph ilosophy and the structure o f Am erican  
society. It has b rought no "B ro th e rh o o d ", no 
acceptance o f the equ a lity  o f ind iv idua ls , no real 
equa l o pportun ity  fo r the benefits  o f Am erican  life . 
This ten years comes to a close w ith  an adm in is tra 
tion  steeped in corrup tion , w ith  a fo re ign  po licy  d e 
signed to perpe tuate  aggression on the peop le  o f 
Southeast Asia, w ith  a dom estic po licy  de te rm ined  
to w ithd ra w  from  the A m erican  peop le  the fe w  
program s that have brought econom ic security and 
se lf-de te rm ina tion  to the poor and to m inorities.

Study disproves 
Welfare myth

We are o ften  to ld  that W e lfa re  rec ip ients w ou ld  
rather d raw  a "h a n d  o u t"  than  w ork  and that if 
fin an c ia l a id  w ere  w ith h e ld  they w o u ld  have to 
fin d  a job. The im p lica tio n  that fin a n c ia l assis
tance breeds laziness has been used to fig h t the 
upgrading o f w e lfa re  standards and espec ia lly  the 
establishm ent o f a guaranteed income.

A  four year study conducted fo r the O ffice  o f 
Economic O pportun ity  by the  U niversity o f W is
consin refutes tha t theory  and  shows tha t g iv ing  
cash to poor fa m ilie s  does not reduce th e ir incen
tive  to w ork. Those rece iv ing  a cash incom e 
w orked  as o ften  and earned as much as others 
w ho  d id  not rece ive  the subsidy.

The study show ed that Blacks responded to the 
cash subsidy by earn ing  m ore m oney on the ir jobs. 
The subsidy a pparen tly  p rov ided  the encourage
m ent to con tinue  w ork ing , even on lo w  paying  
jobs. Young peop le  and the be tter-educated  poor 
used the subsidy to take tim e  o ff w o rk  to fin d  
better jobs, and so raised th e ir econom ic level.

The ove ra ll fin d in g  o f the study was that the 
m oney d id  not change w ork incentive  -- it just 
im proved  the standard o f liv in g .

W ithout the fea r that a guaran teed  annual 
incom e w o u ld  cause an im m ed ia te  and w id e 
spread rush to qu it w ork and live  on the gove rn 
m ent subsidy, m aybe Congress can get on w ith  the 
job  o f p rov id ing  an econom ic base fo r a ll low - 
incom e fam ilies .
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Labor Day 1973
O RG ANIZED LABOR:

O PPORTUNITY FOR LE A D E R S H IP

As another Labor Day approaches w e pause to 
honor the laborers o f the U nited States — the 
m en and  w om en w ho  have b u ilt the nation.

Ever since the shackles o f slavery w ere  broken 
Blacks have been invo lved  in the struggle  for 
hum an rights th rough  labor organ izations. This 
s tru g g le  ta ke s  p la c e  to d a y  in  m a n y  fo rm s  — 
teacher strikes, consum er boycotts, dem ands fo r 
prison re fo rm , " w i ld  c a t"  strikes against factory 
rou tine .

During the 1930's, w hen Black trade unionists 
he lped  o rgan ize  m illio n s  o f unorgan ized workers, 
put an end to sw eat-shop conditions, and gave real 
d ig n ity  to the industria l w orker, o rgan ized labor 
en joyed  the respect o f the nation. O rganized labor 
was the cham pion  o f the peop le  and a ll segments 
o f the popu la tion  could  ide n tify  w ith  the m ove
ment.

Today o rgan ized  labor has too o ften becom e the 
social clubs o f the w h ite  m idd le  class. The craft 
unions are  la rge ly  closed to m inorities  by restric
tive  m em bersh ip  requ irem ents and unrea lis tic  ap 
pren ticesh ip  program s. Rather than lead the 
nation  in the quest o f econom ic security fo r a ll, the 
labor unions have becom e a pro tective  society fo r 
the m ore fo rtuna te . W ith fe w  exceptions, the 
unions are  p reoccupied  w ith  wages and benefits 
and ove rlook  the b roader social goals.

The m ora l leadersh ip  o f the labor m ovem ent 
must be restored by re tu rn ing  its a tten tion  to the 
needs o f the A m erican  peop le  — q u a lity  educa
tion  fo r every ch ild , better housing, fu ll e m p lo y 
m ent, adequa te  m ed ica l care. The unions must 
b roaden th e ir ranks by a dm itting  a ll o f the w ork ing  
peop le  o f the nation, by fo rm u la ting  agressive 
app renticesh ip  and tra in in g  program s, and by 
u n iting  a ll o f the rac ia l and e thn ic factions o f the 
labor force. O n ly then w ill labor be an e ffec tive  
vo ice  aga inst the dehum an iz ing  p ro fit m o tive  o f 
b ig  business. O n ly then w ill labor have a vo ice  in 
the ope ra tion  o f the corporations that contro l the 
econom ic and p o litic a l life  o f this nation.

In O regon w e  fin d  fe w  Black m em bers in the 
labor unions — the  result o f years o f conscious 
and purposefu l d iscrim ina tion . The practice  o f 
exclusion is ille g a l -- but the law s are not en 
fo rced. Black w orkers are becom ing im pa tien t. If 
action  is not taken to inc lude Blacks, the  w ork 
stoppages and v io lence  that has h it o the r cities 
w ill soon be seen in Portland.

What other 
Black Editors say

TH E  A T L A N T A  INQLTROR
Usually when one pictures welfare, one thinks of poverty 

stricken, needy people, many of them from minority races 
who cannot work to support themselves. Welfare, then, 
could be defined as a system where public funds are given to 
the poor. Some critics, many of them politicians who smell 
political profit in the issue, have attacked welfare because 
they say it encourages people not to work and it gives them 
something for nothing. Yet if one defines welfare as gifts of 
public money, then it is not only the poor who are receiving 
welfare. In fact, some of the most vehement critics of the 
welfare system are getting what amounts to free money gifts 
from the federal government, only no one dares call it 
welfare -- although that is what it is.

Take the case of a congressman who, until recently, was 
paid as much as $250,000 a year by the government for not 
planting crops on his farm. Eventually the amount was 
reduced to $50,000 per farm. But this did not disturb the 
congressman, as he then divided his farm five ways and col
lected the same $250,000. The congressman did not work to 
earn this money; indeed he had been paid not to work.

President Nixon himself, who has often criticized what he 
characterizes as welfare chislers, has also been the recipient 
of a form of welfare. This welfare came in the form of 
federal funds spent to improve two of his four homes. The 
General Services Administration (GSA) states that the 
government paid a total of $1,283,274 to improve the Key 
Biscayne and San Clemente Nixon residences.

Certainly the American people cannot complain about that 
portion of the money which was used for the security needs 
of the president. The $340,(XX) spent for a helicopter landing 
pad and the $128,708 spent on bulletproof windows seem 
reasonable amounts to pay to protect this nation's leader.

But what of the monies disbursed for such non security 
improvements as landscaping and a sprinkler system 
($76.000) and an electrical system ($184,174) for what is. after 
all, Mr. Nixon's personal property? Free gifts to the 
President at the taxpayers' expense? Why, then, the huge 
outcry about poor people using public funds to supply the 
necessities of life, when the President, who is hardly a poor 
man, receives thousands of dollars to water his lawn?

Yet, President Nixon vetoed the child development bill 
which both houses of Congress passed, and he cut bark Model 
Cities and other poverty programs. Apparently he feels that 
the public funds are too limited to be thrown away on these 
humanitarian programs. He seemingly thinks that scarce 
public money is better spent continuing the bombing in 
Southeast Asia or servicing the private estates of Richard 
Nixon. The rationale seems to be: welfare is bad if spent on 
those who really need it; good if spent on the rich, who can 
always use sophisticated means to conceal or disguise the 
dole they have received.
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Th« poor are not the only on« on welfare

Welfare system:
poverty

bv Representative Gun Hawkins

In 1969 the President's 
Commission on Poverty found 
that of the working poor, one 
of every four worked 35 
hours a week or more for 50 
to 52 weeks, but still re 
mained poor.

The commission observed 
that the assertion “the poor 
are to blame for their cir 
cumstances and should be 
expected to lift themselves 
from poverty" is incorrect.

The commission addition 
ally noted "the simple fact is 
that most poor people remain 
poor because access to in
come through work is cur 
rently beyond their reach."

Mindful of its obligation to 
all of its citizens, rich and 
poor alike, the federal gov 
ernment recognizes its re
sponsibility to provide social 
welfare services to the poor 
of this nation as a bulwark 
against poverty, ignorance 
and disease.

These welfare services are 
not perfect; however, they 
are inordinately controversial 
and greatly misunderstood.

Perhaps the most pressing 
issue regarding welfare is 
the plight of the welfare 
recipient and the abusive 
nature of the attacks leveled 
against this helpless victim 
of the disease of poverty.

Not surprisingly, myths 
about welfare sometimes be 
come substitutes for actual 
knowledge and cause the real 
facts to become obscured or 
distorted.

Obviously we cannot dis 
cuss all of the factors con
tributing to the myths sur 
rounding welfare, but some 
myths are so unfounded they 
beg for truth.

Myth: Hard work is the 
answer to the welfare prob 
iem.

Fact: Less than 1 percent 
of the nation's able bodied 
men are on welfare. In most 
states employable males are 
eligible for welfare only after 
they have received certifies 
tion that no suitable jobs are 
available for them. Seventy 
four percent of those on 
welfare are mothers and 
dependent children (70 per 
cent of whom are under 12).

Myth: Most welfare re
cipients are Blacks who have 
moved to northern cities just 
to get on welfare.

Fact: About 55 percent of 
welfare recipients are white: 
39 percent are Black; 6 per 
cent are American Indians 
and others. The average 
rural migrant hoping to find 
employment when he moves 
to the city lives in the city 
for five years before re
questing welfare.

Myth: Most welfare re
cipients cheat the welfare 
system.

Fact: The vast majority of 
welfare payments are made 
to persons legally entitled to 
them. Most studies of wel
fare "fraud” (conducted by 
both state governments and 
the federal system) indicate 
that less than 1 percent of

the welfare recipients are 
involved in fradulent con 
duct.

Myth: Welfare recipients 
get more than those who 
work.

Fact: $3,600 a year is the 
national average welfare bud 
get for a family of four. 
$4.275 is the official poverty 
level for a family of four.

Obviously, the life of a 
welfare recipient is not easy, 
and is becoming more diffi 
cult with the continuing rise 
in the cost of living. There 
are some other interesting 
farts concerning the plight of 
the poor in this nation:

•  25 percent of the Ameri 
ran population lives below 
the minimum decent stan 
dard.
•  55 («Trent of the welfare 

rolls are made up of children.
•  20 percent of the welfare 

rolls are made up of the 
blind, disabled, and the aged.
•  2 years is the estimated 

time the average family re
ceives assistance.
•  60 percent of welfare

mothers are: working, in
training, waiting for training, 
or waiting for jobs, or wait 
ing for decent day care.

Clearly, facts by them 
selves do not solve the 
problems of welfare. They 
do, however, allow us the 
opportunity of understanding 
the nature of ‘he welfare 
system and there.,/ thinking 
more intelligently about solu

ons.

Jobs for all:
issue of basic significance
by Vernon Jordan

For the past several years 
national debate over domes 
tic issues has been largely 
confined to artificial, politi
cally inspired issues such as 
busing, "law and order”, and 
quotas.

Now that the demagogues 
have had their day, it is time 
to move on to a real issue of 
basic significance to many 
millions of people and to the 
future of this society jobs 
for all.

If you read the official sta 
tistics that show unemploy
ment trending downward, 
or the glowing stories about 
the booming economy, or if 
you have a good job yourself, 
you might not know just how 
bad the situation really is.

The government admits to 
an official unemployment rate 
of 4.8 percent of the labor 
force.

That sounds small enough 
until you realize that it 
represents some 4.3 million 
people, many with families to 
support, who can't get a job. 
• The labor force is in reality 

split in two.
There is the upper tier of 

workers with good jobs, good 
salaries, union membership 
and fringe benefits. Then, 
there is a lower tier of 
people who have no job, 
work part time when they 
really want full time employ 
ment, and those who do 
work full time but make 
below poverty wages.

This lower tier of Ameri
can workers is made up dis

proportionately of Rlack peo
ple and other minorities, wo
men, young people, and Viet 
nam veterans.

The latest poverty figures 
tell the story very well. Last 
year about one million white 
people moved OUT of pov 
erty, but some 300,000 Black 
people became poor. In the 
past four years, more than 
60,000 Blacks became poor.

Black poverty has become 
something of a hush hush 
subject as emphasis is placed 
on the progress Black people 
have made in education, in 
obtaining better jobs, and in 
higher family income.

But most of the economic 
progress has been confined 
to relatively few Blacks with 
the education and skills to 
take advantage of the waning 
discrimination in industry.

W hat ou gh t to be of 
greater concern is that one 
out of three Black people is 
poor; that nearly half of all 
Black children are growing 
up in poor families; and that 
the typical Black family last 
year earned about $700 LESS 
than the government ac 
ceptable living standard.

There are about 10 million 
people white and Black 
who work all year round for 
less than $5,000. A third of 
all Black full time workers 
make less than a living wage. 
And these are the lucky 
ones, the people with jobs.

What about those who 
aren't lucky enough to find a 
job?

The government says there 
are 4.3 million of them. But 
that is only because the gov 
ernment counts only people 
actively looking for work 
who can't find it.

The fact is that there are 
millions of people who are 
not officially counted as being 
unemployed because they 
have given up looking for 
work, or because they are 
working part time, even  
though they may prefer to 
hold full time jobs.

If you add these dis 
couraged job seekers and 
underemployed workers to 
the officially unemployed, 
you'll find that there are 
actually about 10 million un 
employed people, over two 
million of them Black.

Instead of the official rate 
of 4.8 percent unemployed, a 
more accurate picture shows 
10 percent ol the labor force 
out of work, with a 20 
p ercen t ra te  for Black  
workers.

This grim reality has been 
hidden behind doctored sta 
tistics, misleading rhetoric 
about a supposedly booming 
economy, and other diver 
sionary issues.

But it is clear that the 
economy doesn't seem able 
to provide everyone with 
work, and it is time this 
issue esme out into the open 
and the nation started a 
great debate on what should 
be its No. 1 priority a 
full employment policy.
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Bachelors Laundry 

One Day Service

SAVE YOUR CLAIM TICKETSI
10 cleaning and pressing claim tickets good (or 
I 81b. load of cleaning and pressing. , ,

BUDGET DRY CLEANERS
7220 N. Fessenden 286-2296|

ROY BURNETT SAYS: 
D eal w ith  the

SALES LEADER!
N o. 1 C hrys ler P lym outh  
D e a le r in the N o rth w e s t!  
CHECK US BEFORE YOU BUY!

LABOR DAY SPECIALS

65 Valiant I dr. sedan .....................................................  S595
6 cyl, radio, heater, auto, power steering.

65 TR 2 dr I I I  ..................................................................  S695
Radio, heater, auto, power steering.

67 Valiant 4 dr. Redan ....................................................  *995
6 cyl.. radio, heater, auto trans.

61 Dodge Land Cruiser I dr. sedan ............................ *.195
6 cyl., radio, heater. 3 speed.

69 Chrysler Newport 2 dr II I S I495
Radio, heater, auto, trans . (lower steering, a real buy.

69 Plymouth Road Runnrr ......................................... *1295
Radio, heater, 4 sp.. 383 engine, real sharp.

69 Dodge Comet I d r..................................................... *1(195
Radio, heater, auto, power steering

69 Pontiac Tempest LeMans 2 dr. Coupe ..............  *1195
Radio, heater, («iwer steering, auto, trans.

68 Huirk Wildcat I dr. sedan .....................................  (1395
Full power plus factory air conditioning.

70 Plymouth Fury III I dr H I ................................. »1 195
Radio, heater, auto, trans, power steering.

ROY BURNETT
CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH

"P o rlla n d 't U n t i l  Autom otive D e a le r"
IMPERIALS — CHRYSLIRS 

P l YMOUTHS — VALIANTS— BARRACUDAS , 
123 NW Broodwoy U led Corj 2 2 2 -1 8 9 3  /

Exie Publishing 
Company

2 8 3 -2 4 8 6

Med you/ fljprmatùto ûktwt 

‘foyuiremMt f a  ¿afy w y  /

Contract your printing to a minority firm

Use minority printers
Photo Typesetting, G raphic Arts and Printing

Newspapers - Newsletters Posters Fliers -  
Stationery -  Business Cards Programs 
Pamphlets — Pictorial Directories.

Printing to meet your needs.

2201 North K illingsw orth  Portland, Oregon

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

I

THE PORTLAND OBSERVER 
P.O. Box 3137 
Portland, O regon 97208

Pl«ase arrange to have the OBSERVER m a iled  to my 
hom e. . .

•  $5.25 per year in the Tri County area.
•  $6.00 per year elsewhere.

N am e -

Address -

C ity — State & Zip

Apt. ( i f  a n y ) _ __ __ __  Telephnne—i_ _ _ _ _ ^ _ ^ _


