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Minority contractors 
lose opportunity Blacks alert to guilt

N eil Kelly Com pany 
struction C om pany —

Recent polls show  that 80 percent o f the Black 
c itizens o f the U nited States b e lieve  President 
N ixon  to be g u ilty  o f some crim e, as com pared to 
34 percent o f the to ta l citizens po lled .

It is not surpris ing to f in d  Blacks to be d isen­
chanted  w ith  the President and w ith  governm ent in 
genera l.

President N ixon  has spent his five  years in o ffice  
chopp ing  a w a y  at the fe w  program s that are 
designed to he lp  m inorities . He has consistently 
a ttacked program s such as M odel C ities, OEO, 
m ed ica l care, ch ild  care and education, lega l a id , 
and others that m igh t have some benefits  fo r 
Blacks. He has been so ruthless in his a ttem pt fa  

shut dow n  the W ar on Poverty Programs that he 
opposed Congress and  broke  the law .

W h ile  m any w hites accepted the "n e w  N ix o n " 
or they  agreed w ith  the th ings he sought to do — 
Blacks saw th rough  the facade.

Lack o f fa ith  in the President is on ly part o f the 
p ic ture . Blacks have good reason to be suspicious 
o f gove rnm ent. The U nited States gove rnm ent has 
se ldom  com e to the defense o f it's m ino rity  popu­
la tion  — it's  prom ises have seldom  been fu lf ille d .

Even those program s tha t are designed to a id  
m in o rities  b e n e fit w h ites m ore than they do 
m inorities . The god  jobs g en e ra lly  go to whites 
and w h ite  business reaps the benefits.

H aving  expe rienced  v io lence  at the hands o f the 
law , it is not d if f ic u lt  fo r Blacks to b e lie ve  the 
President and the gove rnm en t o f the U nited  States 
to be capab le  o f any crim e.

-  BU T IT  SEEMS REASONABLY CLEAR THAT CRIMES INCUDES AT LEAST 
UIRE-TAPPINO. THEFT, BURGLARY BREAMNG, AND ENTERING PERJURY, 
MALFEASANCE IN OFFICE. SUBORNING PERJURY, BRIBERY. FORGERY 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE, AND VARIOUS FORMS OF CONSPIRACY"

YON WICKER N.Y. n u t't i

The North’s turn to integrate
by Vernon Jordan, Jr

One o f the benefits  to the com m un ity  that was to 
have acrued from  the large  sums o f M odel C ities 
m oney and HUD m oney spent on housing re ­
hab ilita tion , street im provem ent, and  other physi­
cal im provem ents was em p loym en t and incom e fo r 
M odel C ities residents and espc ia lly  fo r Blacks.

A lthough  not a to ta lly  "B la c k "  p rogram , the 
M odel C ities pro jects n a tio n w id e  w ere  the result o f 
Black dem onstrations and riots and are located in 
p redom inan tly  Black areas. W hether the ir true 
purpose was to a id  in the econom ic deve lopm ent 
o f Black com m un ities  or m ere ly to qu ie t th ings 
dow n  te m p ora rily , it cannot be den ied  that M odel 
C ities is d irected  at Black people

One o f the stipu la tions in a ll M odel Cities 
Programs is tha t residents be g iven  pre ference in 
em p loym ent. A ll fe d e ra lly  funded  program s are 
also requ ired  to inc lude  m ino rity  em ployees and 
m ino rity  business, and in fact, to a id  in the 
deve lopm en t o f m ino rity  enterprise.

In ligh t o f a ll o f this, w hen w e look at the 
m illions  o f do lla rs  that have come in to  Portland fo r 
physical deve lopm en t in the M odel C ities area, w e 
fin d  very litt le  o f th is m oney go ing  to m ino rity  
business.

The largest contracts to contractors fo r housing 
reh ab ilita tion , fo r exam ple , are go ing  to w h ite - 
ow ned  com panies. The leaders are: Aetna
Roofing and Construction -  $305,220 (7/1971-
3/1973); A - l Western Builders — $314,902; A llie d  
B u ild e rs  System s — $117 ,735 ; Earl D rye r
$193,047; Ebelmesser Construction — $314,203,

-- $238,875; M orris Con- 
$141,376; O b ie 's  Construc­

tion  Com pany — $169,833; Thomas M. W il­
liam s — $149,504.

Com pare these am ounts to the Black contractors: 
W ende ll E. Brown — $19,450; F lem m ing Con­
s tru c t io n  — $ 26 ,150 ; G a rr is  C o n s tru c tio n
$50,235; Aaron  M itche ll -  $19,050; T.N. N o ffa  -  
$32,105; Urban D eve lopm ent — $130,391. These
are the leaders, but most o f the Black contractors 
have rece ived  contracts rang ing  from  $3500 to 
$7000.

During this tw o  year period  w h ite  contractors 
earned a p p ro x im a te ly  $2,825,031, w h ile  Blacks 
earned a pp ro x im a te ly  $542,141.

The p re fe rence  to w h ite  contractors is the result 
o f the b id d in g  practice. A lthough  it is p re -de te r­
m ined how  m uch w ill be spent on the house and 
how  much w ork  w ill be done — contractors are 
requ ired  to b id  and  the lowest b idder gets the |ob.
It is com m on practice, how ever, that the contractor 
w ill end up using the fu ll am ount a llo te d , regard ­
less o f his b id .

The b id d in g  procedure  e lm ina tes the sm all 
contractors w ho  cannot com pete w ith  the large 
com panies. They must buy supplies in sm aller, 
and the re fo re  m ore  expensive, quan tities ; and 
cannot use th e ir w o rk  force in as e ffic ie n t a 
m anner.

But it is even m ore  d iscrim ina ting  against the 
Black contractor w ho  o ften  has to pay h igher prices 
fo r supplies; w ho  has to pay h igher insurance 
rates; w ho has d if f ic u lty  ge tting  bond ing ; w ho is 
m ore apt to use tra inees; w ho is inexperienced in 
b id d in g  and p ric in g ; and w ho there fo re  has 
g rea te r expenses.

Since it has been estab lished that this is a program  
des igned  to a id  residents o f the area, and es­
p e c ia lly  Blacks, it w o u ld  be a s im p le  m atter fo r the 
Portland D eve lopm ent Com m ission to reverse this 
trend. S im ply e lim in a te  the b idd ing  system; a llo t 
contracts w ith  p re fe rence  to m ino rity  contractors; 
a llo t contracts on a ro ta ting  basis to inc lude a ll 
contractors and  g ive  a ll the same opportun ity ; 
m ake the e n tire  p rocedure pub lic  so that each 
con trac to r as w e ll as the pub lic  can see w here  the 
■money is go ing .

There are specia l program s under w hich m inority  
contractors are  g iven  contracts by fede ra l agencies 
w itho u t bids to insure m ino rity  partic ipa tion . These 
too can be m isused if the same fe w  contractors are 
g iven  a ll the w ork. These contracts should be 
a llo te d  fa ir ly  a m ong  a ll those contractors w ho are 
in terested A lth ou g h  it is good to see a Black 
business, g row  io  be large and p ro fitab le , this 
cannot be accom plished  at the expense o f the 
others.

Judge halts bombing
A fede ra l judge  has ru led  that the bom bing  o f 

C am bod ia  is ille g a l because Congress has not 
dec la red  w ar on C am bod ia  and has not au thorized  
the bom bing. This ru ling , if  it stands, lim its  the 
President's pow er to that g ive n  by Congress.

A series o f con fron ta tions be tw een  President 
N ixon and Congress c lea rly  shows that Congress 
opposes the bom bing. S tipu la tions aga inst the 
bom bing  w ere  a ttached to a num ber o f b ills  w hich 
the President then vetoed. A  com prom ise  was 
f in a lly  reached, w ith  President N ixon agree ing  to 
end the bom bing  on August 15th. No one knows 
w he ther he w ill keep this prom ise.

This court decis ion cou ld  be the firs t step tow ard  
restriction o f the pow ers the president has taken 
upon h im self and s low  the rush tow ard  facism .
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Slow ly, reluctantly, and 
under tremendous legal pres 
sures, the South has de­
segregated most of its dual 
school systems. But all the 
while, complaints were voiced 
from some southerners who 
objected to the fact that their 
region was forced to desegre 
gate while northern school 
districts weren't.

The historic Supreme Court 
decision in the Denver school 
case last month means that 
desegregation may finally 
cross the Mason Dixon line.

Previous Supreme Court 
-ulings affecting the South 
were based on segregated 
school systems created by 
state law. In Denver, how­
ever, racially isolated schools 
were created by the actions 
of the local school board. 
The High Court, by erasing 
the legalistic distinction be­
tween the sources of segre­
gation and concentrating on 
the fact of segregation, opens 
the way for widespread de 
segregation of northern 
schools.

This is very important, 
because the vast majority of 
Black pupils in the North 
attend racially segregated  
schools, and in some of the 
biggest cities less than one 
out of ten Black students 
attend predominantly white 
schools.

Technically, the Court's 
decision was to return the 
Denver case to a lower court 
for decision on the extent of 
officially-imposed segregation 
and to act on remedies. But 
the real meaning is to put 
northern cities on notice that 
they face the same legal 
compulsions the South faced 
some years back.

Two big issues in school 
segregation are still unre­
solved. One is the extent to 
which the Court will deal 
with school segregation re­
sulting from segregated hous­
ing patterns. In a narrow 
sense, this does not result 
from legally imposed actions 
by governm ents or local 
school boards. But since the 
results are similar, and since 
such authorities have the 
duty to take affirmative ac­
tion to insure that their 
schools are integrated, even 
if neighborhoods are not, a
good case can be made for 
Supreme Court-ordered inte­
gration.

The other dangling issue is 
whether the courts can order 
merger of urban and subur 
ban school districts to achieve 
integrated schools. A case 
involving Kichmond, Vir­
ginia ended in an incon­
clusive tie vote in May, but 
other cases, including one 
centered in Detroit, will be 
argued before the Court in 
the fall.

The Denver derision is a 
heartening indication that the 
Court's recent departures 
from the rulings of the pro 
gressive Warren Court will 
not be extended to the land 
mark school decisions. The 
Court has retreated on the 
rights of the accused in 
criminal cases and on civil

and personal liberties. But 
the 7 to 1 decision in the 
Denver case indicates there 
will be a rollback in the 
march of school desegregation 
decisions dating bark to the 
Brown case of 1954 that 
ended legal school segrega 
tion.

The North is now very 
much in the position the 
South was in after the Brown 
decision. Back in the 195U's 
southerners were at least as 
opposed to desegregation as 
suburban Detroiters are to­
day. But now there is gen 
eral acceptance that segre 
gated schools belong to the 
lond dead past.

The basic reason for the 
change in attitude was the 
combination of firm national 
leadership that would allow 
no violation of constitutional 
rights, and the insistence of

the courts on compliance by 
local authorities. The North, 
too. can come to accept de 
segregation if it gets the 
leadership it needs, if the 
courts are as firm as they 
have been in the past, and if 
local authorites start now to 
plan for the transition period 
and beyond, before they have 
to do it in an atmosphere of 
panic and compulsion.

But perhaps the most ini 
portant elem ent here is 
national leadership that 
doesn't make a political foot 
ball out of desegregation: 
leadership that sponsors at 
tractive inducements to inte 
grate and penalties for non 
compliance: leadership that 
strikes the moral chord of 
the nation to help remove 
the racial barriers that foster 
hate and inequality.

Model Cities Child Care Centers 
are taking applications for summer 
enrollment. Call . . . .
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LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR
Statistics questioned

Dear Sir:

I disagree with Mrs. Gladys 
McCoy's statement on page 6 
of the July 19, 1973 Portland 
Observer: '"We do have
Black teachers now employed 
for every high school in the 
district. .

If "now" refers to the 
present, may I say that 
Cleveland High School does 
not operate summer school 
and consequently cannot be 
evaluated for now.

In the regular school term 
which ended May this year, 
there were no Afro-American 
classroom teachers at Cleve­
land High School. In the 
previous two years, there 
were no Afro-American class­
room teachers.

Inasmuch as the status of 
public education is a valid 
community concern, a free 
press can best serve the 
community by providing ac 
curate information. I have,

this date, contacted by tele 
phone Mrs. McCoy and noli 
fied her of the inaccuracy of 
the above mentioned state 
ment in her article "Portland 
Public Schools and Minority 
Employment”.

I trust that the Portland 
Observer will verify the 
status of Afro-American 
classroom teachers in Port­
land high schools and inform 
the public accordingly.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Osly J. Gates

IKditor's note: By her
statement "We do now have 
Black teachers employed for 
every high school in the 
district," Mrs. McCoy refers 
to the fart that Black teachers 
have been assigned to the 
high schools for the school 
year 1973-1974.1
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Buying a car?
Some common sense thoughts in buying an automobile:

Everybody knows that Detroit is busy turning out the 
1974 models. And everybody knows, or should know, that 
prices are NOT going down, but up, after the auto workers 
are given wage increases from at least 5 to 9 percent.

You will receive a better trade-in price on your used car 
now than you ran ever get again. This is the ideal time to 
buy a new car.

It is ALWAYS easier to buy a new car than a used car. 
Why? Because you have longer to pay for a new car; you get 
a written and enforceable warranty; and you have more left 
when you trade it in than you do when you buy a used car.

What happened to the gasoline shortage? The same thing 
that happened to snow in July.

If you can afford an Impala, Fury, LTD, or Catalina, you 
can also afford the magnificent Mercury Marquis 
BROUGHAM.

Now let's talk turkey. If you are driving a T Bird, Coupe 
de Ville, Electra 225 (deuce and a 1/4), Toronado, or even a 
New Yorker or Monaco, you are paying for a Mark IV 
Continental without the luxury and privilege of owning one.
( ome out to Wall Johnson Lincoln Mercury and find out just 
how really easy it is to drive a Lincoln Continental.

By the way, that "other” luxury car does not have the 
highest resale value. That belongs to (he Mark IV and 
Lincoln Continental.

* ome out to 1212 N.E. Halsey, Walt Johnson Lincoln 
Mercury and discuss your car problems with J. ALTON 
PAGE, 256-2800.
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