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WE SEE THE WORLD
*

THROUGH BLACK EYES

BRENNAN HELD THAT EVEN IN THE ABSENCE OF SUCHAlAfy*ITIS DULY 
C0HH0N SENSE TO CONCLUPE' THAT A DUAL SYSTEMPOES EXIST W EN  PE SEGREGATE FORCES 'PRPYE THAT THE S C ^ A U rS o R lT ^ S H S E C X n e p  

OUT A S^STEHATIC PROGRAM OF SEGREGATION AFFECTING A SUBSTANTIAL 
PORTION OF THE STUDENTS, SCHOOLS, TEACHERS, AMP FACILITIES."

JEFFREY ANTlMl. N .Y 0M .Y  RFV5

EDITORIAL FOCUS
Facts refute 
middle class theory

A h ig h ly  pub lic ized  a rtic le  in the A p ril issue o f
C om m entary ca lled  "B lack Progress and Liberal
R he to ric" has caused considerab le  controversy.
The a rtic le  by Ben J. W attenberg and Richard M.
Scommon suggests that the m a jo rity  o f Blacks in 
the U nited States can now  be classified  as m idd le  
class and tha t this progress is be ing ignored  by 
Blacks and w h ite -lib e ra ls  in order to cash in on 
m ore gove rnm ent programs.

The m ain  reason Scommon and W attenberg  
w ere  ab le  to p lace 52% o f Blacks as m idd le  class is 
that they d e fin e  as m idd le  class nea rly  everyone 
except p ro fessiona ls and the unem p loyed. In the ir 
eagerness to fin d  a g roup o f Blacks w ith  incomes 
nearly  equa l to w hites, they e lim in a te d  a ll one- 
paren t fa m ilie s , fa m ilie s  w here  the husband is 
over 35 years o ld, and a ll Southern fam ilies . They 
then stated that " th e  m ed ian  incom e Black 
husband-w ife  fa m ilie s  in the North and West, w ith  
the head o f the fa m ily  under 35 years o f age, rose 
from  78 percent o f w h ite  incom e in 1959 to 96 
percent in 1970." These fa m ilie s  inc lude on ly  16 
percent o f the Black fa m ilie s  in the nation.

In rea lity , fe w  Blacks have incom es that are 
equal to w hites and those that do must w ork 
harder to get them.

Between 1947 and 1971, the gap  betw een  
incpmes o f Black fa m ilie s  and w h ite  fa m ilie s  grew  
from  $2,500 to about $4,000. So a lthough  some 
fam ilie s  are better o ff, most are worse o ff com ­
para tive ly . The m edian incom e fo r Black fa m ilie s  
in 1971 was $6,440, and fo r w h ite  fa m ilie s  $10,672. 
N early 40 percent o f Black fa m ilie s  earn less than 
$5,000 a year, as com pared to 16 percent o f w h ite  
fam ilies .

The statistical rise in Black incom e can be 
e xp la ined  by tw o  factors. M any Blacks le ft the 
South and got jobs in the North w ith  h igher 
pay — and h igher cost o f liv ing . Blacks also 
ga ined  during  the econom ic boom  o f the 1960's 
when there was a dem and fo r labor. But now , 
w ith  tw o  Blacks unem p loyed  fo r every  w h ite , we 
are  back w here  w e  started.

There are still fe w  Blacks in h igh sa lary posi­
tions. Blacks have 70 percent fe w e r m anageria l 
jobs and 30 percent fe w e r cra ft jobs than they 
should  have if they w ere  fa ir ly  represented. Blacks 
constitu te o n ly  5 percent o f the jou rneym en  in the 
cra ft unions.

These figu res  show that Blacks are  fa r from  
hav ing  equal incom e w ith  w hites, a lthough  some 
gains have been made.

Scommon and W attenberg charge tha t w h ite  
libe ra ls  and Black c iv il rights leaders have "e le c te d  
to m ute  any pub lic  acknow ledgem en t or ce le ­
b ra tion  o f Black accom plishm ents in o rder to 
m a in ta in  m ora l and p o litica l pressure on the a d ­
m in is tra tion  and on pub lic  o p in io n ."  It shou ld  be 
rea lized  that the te rm ina fion  o f the socia l program s 
o f the G reat Society is not the result o f lock o f 
ce lebra tion , but the result o f the com ing  to pow er 
o f a conservative  force  w hich  fu n d a m e n ta lly  o p ­
poses such plans.

The job  o f de fe nd ing  the G reat Society should 
not be long  a lone  to Blacks, fo r we are not the 
m ajor benefactors o f it's social program s.

Movement suffers
Reverend Abernathy has resigned from  his posi­

tion  as head o f the Southern Christian Leadership 
C onference, the position  he has he ld  since the 
death o f it's founde r, Dr. M artin  Luther King, Jr. 
Abernathy a ttr ibu ted  his res ignation  to lack o f 
fin an c ia l support fo r the o rgan ization.

SCLC has had it's in terna l problem s, w ith  the 
de fections o f Jesse Jackson, and the m ovem ent 
o f m any o f it's leaders in to  o ther fie lds, such 
as A ndrew  Young, w ho has gone to the United 
States Congress. There has been some dissatis­
faction  w ith  Abernathy 's  lack o f charism a, but on 
the w ho le , he does have the a b ility  and the w ill to 
lead this o rgan iza tion .

The NAACP is also having  it's problem s, w ith  
one o f it's largest and most in flu e n tia l branches 
suspended as a result o f it's insistence on local 
answers to local problem s. The na tiona l o ffice , in 
an a ttem p t to re in fo rce  it's contro l over the 
branches, has e xpe lle d  the president and prom ised 
rem ova l o f the Branch Charter if it does not 
conform  to the orders o f the na tiona l o ffice .

We are  in a pe riod  w hen the struggle fo r equal 
oppo rtun ity  is less g lam orous and less d ram atic  
that it was in the 1960's. There are no marches in 
Selma, bus-boycotts in M ontgom ery, or riots in 
Watts. The ja ils  a re  not f il le d  w ith  m ilita n t young 
Blacks and idea lis tic  young whites. The struggle  
goes on but it is foug h t in the courts, in the leg is ­
latures and  city  halls, and in the m arketplace.

It is no longer ille g a l to be long  to the NAACP in 
M ississippi. It's leaders are no longer shot or 
bom bed. W ith  the pressure from  the outside re ­
duced, the conflic ts  from  w ith in  seem to take 
precedent.

It is p robab ly  na tu ra l that in this period  o f tim e 
fin a n c ia l support fo r c iv il rights organ izations 
w ou ld  d im insh . W hen the struggle  is not in the 
fron t pages o f the d a ily  newspapers, Blacks w ho 
have m ade if to some degree p re fe r to fo rge t the 
past and hope fo r a better fu tu re ; and w hites are 
ab le  to fo rg e t tha t oppression exists. But this is a 
period  perhaps m ore  dangerous than the 1960's 
w hen  the fig h t was in the open and everyone 
knew  w here  the lines w ere  d raw n. N ow  w e face 
the m ore subtle  racism  o f job  d iscrim ina tion  and 
token ism , p o litica l exclusion and  econom ic oppres­
sion. We have a p res iden tia l adm in is tra tion  that is 
in ten t on e lim in a tin g  the program s that have 
he lped  m ino rities  and the poor; that seeks to do 
aw ay  w ith  contract com p liance , quotas and educa­
tio n a l assistance tha t have enab led  Blacks to get 
in to  some good positions in governm ent and 
p riva te  industry.

We cannot a ffo rd  to loose our leaders because 
w e are  u n w illin g  to p rov ide  fin a n c ia l and m oral 
support. Our o rgan iza tion  cannot a ffo rd  to take 
tim e  ou t from  the struggle  fo r pow er plays against 
our ow n . The g rea t need is to un ite  aga inst the 
com m on enem y.
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Segregation in intent

What other Black Editors Say
Congress compromises

(Reprin ted from  The Sun Reporter)

Last w eek  Congress reached a com prom ise  w ith  
President N ixon  on an issue o f d ead ly  im portance 
An ag reem ent be tw een  the W hite  House and Con­
gress m eans the end o f A m erican  a ir attacks 
aga inst C am bod ia  a fte r August 15.

Senate M a io r ity  Leader M ike  M ansfie ld  ca lled  
the congressional action  a "c a p itu la t io n " . Senator 
M ansfie ld  noted  that both Houses o f Congress 
voted severa l tim es in recent weeks to cut o ff 
fund ing  fo r m ilita ry  opera tions in Asia. The cu to ff 
was scheduled to take e ffe c t June 30.

The com prom ise  cam e a fte r President N ixon 
vetoed a spending  b ill w itho u t funds fo r Asian 
M ilita ry  operations. The House fa ile d  to override  
N ixon 's veto and W ashington po litic ians  began to 
speak o f a constitu tiona l crisis. N ixon said he 
w ou ld  veto any b ill w ith  no funds fo r bom bing. 
N ixon im p lie d  that any resu lting  budge t crisis 
w ou ld  be the fa u lt o f Congress. The $33 b ill io n  b ill 
ve toed by N ixon  con ta ined  funds fo r several o n ­
go ing  gove rnm ent operations.

N ixon said that nego tia tions  to reach peace in 
Asia w ou ld  be stym ied if Congress tied  his hands 
by not a llo w in g  h im  to bom b CaTTTbodia The 
com b ina tion  o f an a lle g e d  budget crisis and im ­
p lica tions tha t Congress w ou ld  be held  at fa u lt if a 
peace ag reem ent is not reached proved too much. 
Congress com prom ised.

The com prom ise, w h ich  m eans C am bodians w ill 
be subject to six m ore weeks o f death  from  the 
sky, raises some questions.

First, does a leg is la tive  body have the righ t to 
com prom ise w hen  the lives o f peop le  are at stake?

Second, w ha t shou ld  be the first p rio r ity  o f Con­
gress? Is Congress m andated  to con tinue  an 
undeclared  w ar or should Congress b ow  to the 
President and  g ive  up it's  ow n w ar m ak ing  pow er?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Judge finds room .

Third, is the C ongressional com prom ise  accep t­
ab le  on the grounds that N ixon w ou ld  have found  
bom b ing  m oney from  another source and com ­
prom ise was the on ly  w ay to end the C am bod ian  
bom bing?

The first question is moot. Congress has been 
com prom is ing  the lives o f peop le  for years. 
N e ithe r Presidents Kennedy, Johnson or N ixon ever 
rece ived  a specific w ar dec la ra tion  from  Congress 
d u ring  the Southeast Asian conflic t. Congress 
u ndoub ted ly  p laces the President above hum anity . 
This is no jus tifica tion  It is the rea lity  o f in te r­
n a tio na l po litics.

The second question is fu ll o f a m b ig u ity . Until 
recently  Congress not on ly supported an u nd e ­
c la red  Asian w ar, it w ill in g ly  p rov ided  the m oney 
to w age  it. N ow  that Congress has den ie d  w ar 
funds to the President, w hy should it be so quick to 
rescind it's ow n  action? The answ er to that 
question is the suprem acy o f the President in 
A m erican  po litics A ll debate  not w iths tand ing , 
Congress in va ria b ly  succumbs to the w ill o f the 
President Thus, the cessation o f an undeclared
w ar takes second b ill in g  w hen the President wants 
o the rw ise

The th ird  question raises one va lid  p o in t If 
Congress had continued  to deny N ixon  funds to 
w age  w ar, it is safe to assume that the President 
w o u ld  have found  m oney e lsew here.

President N ixon  has d isp layed  a rem arkab le  
d isda in  fo r C ongressional p re roga tives The fe d ­
e ra l bureaucracy, be ing  the behem oth  it is, 
p rov ides funds for the President from  m any 
sources. N ixon , w ho feels that any congressional 
action  to curb his pow er in  the fo re ign  a rena is 
a k in  to treason, w ou ld  have found  w ar m oney. 
That m ay be w hy m any congressmen and senators 
took the com prom ise o ffe r; lock stock and bom ber.

The Congressional com prom ise w ith  President 
N ixon  is ce rta in ly  outrageous from  any h um an i­
ta rian  standpoint. As a m atter o f p ractica l po litics 
it was a practica l m ove by Congress to end the
Asian conflic t.
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Dear Mr. Henderson:

I just read the letter to 
the editor in the July 5, 1973 
issue of the Observer en 
titled ‘‘No Room for the 
Judge”. I am deeply ap­
preciative of the concern 
expressed by the two attor 
neys, but my dilemma no 
longer exists. j

On June 29, 1973, I moved 
into the courtroom and 
chambers which Judge Jean 
L. Lewis vacated on my 
behalf in order that my de­
partment would have a suit-

able and appropriate court­
room in which to hear cases. 
It is anticipated that the 
County Commissioners will 
provide and build a per­
manent and functional full- 
court complex for Judge 
Lewis within the next few

months.
Thank you and all your 

readers very much for all the 
community support which I 
have received.

Sincerely and respectfully, 
Mercedes F. Deiz

St. Johns ' 'CLERY
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Start spinning your wheels- 
Try Chuck’s deals
Special! Special

Buy a Peugeot
Reg. 129. Now 125.95

And get free water bottle (Reg. 2.79)
Combination lock (Reg. 3.95) 
Tool bag (Reg. 2.75,

T”speeds, f  speeds, 6 speeds and 10 speeds 
Tricycles -  training bikes -  wagons

7017 N. Lombard

CHARLES CREWS

We Feature:

• Raleigh
•  Jeunet
•  Columblti
•  Vista
•  Peugeot
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5% discount on rentals to churches and organixatlons
286-1079
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