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Success or failure
The state's fe d e ra lly  funded  p rogram  to m ake 

state em p loym en t accessible to m in o rities  w ill end 
June 30th. This pro ject, "P ub lic  Service C areers", 
was designed to recru it m ino rity  w orkers fo r existing 
stale jobs, to expose the state agency heads to the 
idea o f h ir ing  m in o rity  people , and to teach 
agency personnel how  to fin d  q u a lifie d  m inority  
em ployees.

The w ork  o f this un it w ill now  go to one person — 
An Equal O pportun ités C oord ina tor — in the 
executive  departm ent. This person, to be nam ed 
today, Thursday, w ill  coord ina te  state e ffo rts  in 
a ffirm a tiv e  action.

The Public Service Careers Program can be 
v iew ed  as e ithe r a fa ilu re  or a success. The unit 
met it's com m itm ent o f p lac ing  m ore than 509 d is­
advantaged persons (non-w hites and w hites w ho 
are handicapped  by poor education, low  incom e, 
etc.). The em ployees o f the program  recru ited  
m inorities  and m ade an e ffo rt to get state agencies 
to com ply w ith  the state's a ffirm a tiv e  action  policy. 
It can be ca lled  a success that they w ere  ab le  to 
increase the percentage o f m ino rities  in state 
em p loym ent from  2.3 percent to 3.88 percent and 
the tota l m ino rity  em ployees from  503 to 728 ou t o f 
18,763 state em ployees. The num ber o f Black 
em ployees rose from  158 to 244, or from  .85% to 
1.30%

The pro ject a lso p laced Blacks and other 
m inorities into some agencies fo r the firs t tim e, 
and assited those agencies that w ere  interested in 
h iring  m inorities  in fin d in g  peop le  fo r the ir vacant 
positions.

For a short-term  fede ra l pro ject, these could  be 
term ed successes.

But the lasting b e n e fit can on ly  be de te rm ined  
by the state. N ow  that the fede ra l m oney has 
gone, w ha t is the fa te  o f the pro ject? It w ill be 
p laced in the hands o f one person, based in 
Salem, w ho  w ill coord ina te  the agency 's  efforts. 
This does not appear to be an a ll-o u t e ffo rt.

S tatistica lly, the p ro ject looks good. In some 
categories there  w ere  substantia l changes. In 
sales, fo r exam ple , an increase o f from  2 to 4 
Black em ployees, out o f a to ta l o f 202; In Service 
Workers, from  39 to 80 Black em p loyees out o f 
3,201. A b eg inn ing , you could say, but on ly  a 
p itance w hen  v iew ed  in the ligh t o f over 100 years 
of exclusion and d iscrim ina tion .

The most drastic fa ilu re  in the p ro ject and in it s 
successor is the lack o f sanctions. Some agencies 
were found  to be ex trem e ly  coopera tive , the ir 
d irectors eager to partic ipa te . Others w ere  just not 
interested and rem a in  a ll w h ite  U ntil the state 
(the G overnor's  o ffice ) orders that the law  be 
obeyed — that the requ irem ents  w ill be met, 
that departm en t heads w ill be rep laced, that 
w ha tever is necessary w ill be done to insure 
com p liance  — O regon A ffirm a tiv e  Action  A g ree ­
m ent is still just a p iece o f paper.
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What other

Black Editor Say

LA scores

County gets a dionee

[from  the A tla n ta  Inqu ire r]

The e lec tion  o f Tom Bradley to becom e M ayor of 
the City o f Los Ange les is un ique  in m any ways 
and serves as an exam p le  to be fo llo w e d  by o ther 
c ities tha t s incere ly  w an t to dem onstra te  a 
w hopp ing  decrease in po la riza tion .

Bradley, w ho  w ill  becom e on July 1 the first 
Black M ayor o f the na tion 's  th ird  largest c ity, is the 
son o f a Texas sharecropper. He w on  in a city 
that has three m illio n  residents, about 16 percent of 
w hom  are Black. He w on out over tacts o f racia l 
undertones that w ere  popu la r decades ago. He 
kept his " c o o l"  a fte r s im ila r tacts led to his de fea t 
fo r the same post in 1969.

M ayor B radley had a d ream  — and a p ro ­
gram  — and he took both be fo re  the people.

The peop le  responded w ith  a near 100,000-vote 
m arg in  and 56 percent o f the vote over incum bent 
Sam Yorty, best described as a p o litica l m ave-ick.

And this is w here  the Bradley e lec tion  is most 
s ign ifican t and most un ique. The voters o f Los 
Angeles scored!

The Los Ange les e lection  is, there fo re , much 
m ore than a Bradley tr ium ph ; much m ore than the 
trium ph  o f a Black w o rk in g  w ith in  the system. It is 
a trium ph  fo r the voters w ho  to ld  racism to go 
som ew here  and h ide.

A tlan ta , too, is considered L.A. — Lovely A t­
lanta . It, too, has the chance to e lect a Black 
m ayor th is fa ll.  But A tlan ta  also is un ique and we 
fee l the voters o f tha t city are go ing  to register a 
new  soph istica tion  in the com ing  e lection  
soph istica tion  o f vo ting  fo r the best man.

There m ay be some subtleties o f racia l under­
tones in the e le c tion , but w e th ink the city has 
g row n  past that stage. Especially w hen one 
considers the 1969 e lec tion  w here  a re lig ious  is­
sue in the w a n in g  days o f cam pa ign ing  caught 
the voters' a tten tion  and tu rned them  tow ard 
M ayor Sam Massell.

W h ile  w e  cong ra tu la te  Bradley and the L.A. 
voters fo r th e ir Big Score, w e th ink o f the |ob ahead 
to e lect leadersh ip  that w ill be peop le -o rien ted .

And, fin a lly , the Bradley e lec tion  is s ign ifican t 
in tha t the new  m ayor says the system can 't be 
changed by w o rk ing  from  outside. B radley said he 
hopes y o u n g  peop le  d is e n c h a n te d  w ith  the 
Am erican  w ay o f life  w ill look at his hum ble 
beg inn ings and see that he, too, lived  on the 
outside o f the good  life  o f Am erica  fo r so many 
years.

A, a tim e  o f W atergate , etc., it is especia lly  
d if f ic u lt fo r m any to have much fa ith  in the system.

But L.A. voters scored. Voters everyw here  can 
do the same
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IN MIAMI, C BLACKS IN A DEPART­
MENT OF IN  JACKSON, MISS 
WITH O N E ON A FORCE OF 3 2 0 .

BILL KOVACH By ?!HtS

CLAY TON WILLIS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS AND CONORESSONAL RELAWNS  
FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION SAID IN 
A STATEMENT THAT INFORMATION COM­
PILED 0 }  A TWO-YEAR STUDY BY THE  
PANEL NAD SHOWN SUCH A PATTERN OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN  HIRlNb 
PRACTICES THAT ‘OUR FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
ARE CORRECTLY CALLED THE ‘LA ST  
WHITE MANS COUNTRY C L U B "

WHEN ARE QUOTAS UNCONS I I I UTIONAI . MR. PRESIDENT?

Bradley victory dtows 
need for organizing

M ultnom ah  County recently  purchased the Hoyt 
Hotel fo r o ffice  space. This could be a smart m ove 
on the part o f the county if the p roperty is put to 
good use. It could  becom e just another o ffice  
bu ild ing  or it cou ld  becom e a center fo r services 
tn people. This is the opportun ity  fo r M ultnom ah 
County to establish a center fo r social services 
w ith in  the C ity o f Portland.

The b u ild in g  w ou ld  be idea l fo r housing e lde rly  
persons and fo r em ergency housing. There cur­
rently is no p lace fo r fa m ilie s  in need o f tem porary 
em ergency housing to go, and sick and e lde rly  
men are sent to flo p  houses The Hoyt has restau­
rant fa c ilit ie s  so that em ergency m eans could  also 
be provided.

Other fa c ilitie s  that cou ld  be housed at the Hoyt 
are d rop-m  centers fo r young peop le  and the 
° ld e rly , a lcoho l and drug d e to x ifica tio n  centers, a 
crisis center, 24-hour |u ven ile  counse ling  services, 
24-hour em ergency w e lfa re  service, veterans assis­
tance, and m any others.

The Hoyt could also house a m u ltitude  o f other 
governm enta l agencies using the M ulti-Serv ice  
center concept w here  citizens can rece ive  the 
many varied  services they need under one roo f

If the Hoyt turns out to be just ano ther o ffice  
bu ild ing , the peop le  o f M u ltnom ah  County are 
being cheated. W ith C ity-County conso lida tion  just 
around the corner, the County Com m issioners have 
the opportun ity  to establish a cric le  o f in fluence  
w ith in  the C ity of Portland.

by Bayard Kustin

Of the many undeserved 
setbacks aspiring Black. have 
endured, few have been as 
painful and disillusioning as 
the one suffered by Thomas 
Bradley in 1969.

The campaign of demagogy 
and radical baiting that de 
prised him of the mayoralty 
ej^i'tion in I.os Angeles was a 
discouraging blow to the 
political hope* of Blacks. 
Sam Yorty * ultimate victory 
was enough to convince those 
who wanted to believe it that 
the passions of racism and 
fear were the dominant im 
pulses of American political 
life.

Thus Bradley's recent vic­
tory over Yorty is a pro­
foundly satisfying personal 
vindication as well as a 
genuine reflection of an im 
proved racia l atmosphere. 
That Yorty resorted to the 
same racist tactics, and failed, 
is further evidence that poli 
tics is becoming less and less a 
conflict between Black rage 
and White fear.

To conclude that what hap 
pened in lx>s Angeles re 
presents the final triumph of 
reason over intolerance would 
be premature, just as in 1969 
it was premature to assert 
that American was irredeem 
.ibly prejudiced. There are, 
however, some lessons for 
the future.

Just because the campuses 
•ire no longer revolutionary 
battlegrounds and because 
the Black Panthers have 
checked in their guns doesn’t 
mean that there is a “ new 
urban moral.”  While this may 
partially explain the election, 
it  is superficial and incom 
plete.

Perhaps the most impor

tant lesson is that permanent 
political success requires the 
unheroic work of orgam/a 
tion. Black Americans are 
often compared to o ther 
immigrant groups who have 
somehow so the myth goes 
“ Made it"  on their own. Time 
does not jierm il me to dwell 
on the shallowness of this line 
of reasoning as it is generally 
applied to Blacks. But there 
are important parallel* be 
tween how the Irish and 
Italians approached politics, 
when they were down and 
out. and how Blacks look at 
politics today. These groups 
had the most to gain or low  
from politic* the stakes were 
quite personal. Because, of 
this, they responded by or 
ganizing. They registered 
voters, and mobilized voters 
and made certain that if they 
did lose it was not because 
they failed to exercise their 
democratic freedoms to the 
fullest extent.

The recognition of the im 
portance of organization was 
one of the reasons Thomas 
Bradley won this year. Four 
years ago he mounted no 
substantial voter registration 
effort; this year over KM),(XX) 
Black voters were registered 
between January and May. 
This massive effort to maxi 
mize the Black political voice 
may in fact have been the 
crucial element in the election 
since Bradley ultimately won 
by slightly less than KX).(MX) 
votes.
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Demo Sale
Gremlins Matadors
Ambassadors Hornets

SAVI HUNDREDS DI IXJLLARS 
A l l  GUARANTEED

AEL. W ill,  EDW MILEAGE

AMERICAN MOTORS
CARS and JEEPS 
SALES & SERVICE

226-77111005 W. Burnside

John Mullens
Old Blood’s Department Store

"Old BloodAforfanedudi"
A complete line of the latest 
in Men’s and Women’s wear

and Children’s Shoes

Phone 281-6808 3933 N.E. Union Ave.

Start spinning your wheels« 
Try Chuck’s deals

Special Special!
Chuck’s now featuring 
10 speed bicycles 
Reg. 109.95 now 89.95
I »peed., 3 «peed», 5 »peed« and 10 «perdu 
Tricycle. -  training bike. -  wagon«

7017 N . Lombard

CHARLES CREWS

We Feature;

•  Raleigh
•  Jeunet
•  Columbia
•  Viat«
•  Peugeot

286-1079
5% di.rount on rental, to rhurrhe. and organization*


