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WE SEE THE WORLD 
THROUGH BLACK EYES

Party needs unity

ALFRED LEE HENDERSON 
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

EDITORIAL FOCUS
MSC agencies
lack commitment

The A lb in a  M ulti-S erv ice  C enter is p rov id ing  
services fo r the  peop le  o f A lb in a  and as an e x p e ri
m ent in the m u lti-se rv ice  center concept it is a 
success. But the com m itm en t o f the agencies 
housed in the  center to e m p lo y  Blacks is sadly 
lack ing.

W e must rem em ber that the M ulti-S erv ice  Center 
has o n ly  a sm all s ta ff em p loyed  by the center and 
responsib le  to the d irector. The d irec to r has no 
au th o rity  over the po lic ies  o f the agencies or over 
th e ir personne l.

W hen fu n d e d  by M ode l C ities one o f the s tip u la 
tions was tha t the agencies e m p lo y  residents o f the 
area  and  th a t opportun ities  fo r Blacks be d e 
ve loped .

Some o f the  agencies m oved in to  the center 
w ith  a ll-w h ite  staffs. For exam p le , the W e lfa re  
D epartm ent transfe rred  its on ly Black supervisor to 
the position  o f o ffice  d irec to r and the rest o f the 
sta ff was w h ite . O f course at the tim e  it was 
im possib le  to transfer Black casew orkers to the 
o ffice  because the M u ltn om ah  C ounty W e lfa re  
D epartm ent had m ade it a po licy  fo r years to avo id  
h ir ing  Blacks. But fo u r years have passed and 
w ith  the trem endous tu rnove r W e lfa re  has, there  
could  have been a g rea t increase in the num ber o f 
Black p ro fessiona ls du ring  th is period . In fact, one 
Black a id e , w ho  was refused e m p lo ym en t as a 
casew orker in  M u ltnom ah  County, was w e ll 
enough q u a lif ie d  to becom e a supervisor in 
ano ther county. The o n ly  change in W e lfa re  is that 
it now  has a w h ite  d irecto r. The Juven ile  Court, 
a lthough  a m uch sm a lle r o ffice , is much the same. 
Their o n ly  Black supervisor was transfe rred  to 
A lb in a  and  the rest o f the p ro fessiona l s ta ff is 
w h ite  -- since there  a re  no Black counselors 
w ith  the Ju ve n ile  Court.

M uch o f the  e a rly  co n flic t in the M ulti-S erv ice  
C enter was the result o f the a ll-w h ite  agency p ro 
fessiona l s ta ff's  lack o f understand ing  o f the 
com m un ity  and o f Black peop le , and th e ir re la tio n 
ship to the  nea rly  a ll-B lack non-p ro fess iona l sta ff 
o f the center. Lack o f d e fin it io n  o f au th o rity  and 
lines o f com m un ica tion  and d iffe rences  in in te r
p re ta tion  o f the structure by the center a dm in is tra 
tion and the agencies added  to the confusion . It is 
p ro ba b le  that the curren t critic ism  on the  part o f an 
agency sta ff m em ber was due to racism  and a lack 
o f acceptance o f the re la tiv e ly  free  a tm osphere  as 
com pared  to the typ ica l structured pub lic  agency.

If the center is to surv ive  and  to p rov ide  
op tim um  services, the a u th o rity  o f the d irec to r must 
be strengthened  A lthough  each agency must 
have a u tonom y, the center d irec to r or a center 
board must have som e au th o rity  over w ho  is as
signed to w o rk  in the center and  over in-house 
polic ies. He must have some inpu t in to  po licy  
m ak ing  o f the agencies, even if th is requires 
pa rtic ip a tion  at the state leve l.

These agencies cam e to the center w ith  the idea 
tha t it w o u ld  p rov ide  an o pp o rtu n ity  to exp lo re  
new  m ethods o f the d e liv e ry  o f services. They 
knew  citizens p a rtic ip a tion  in p la n n in g  and  in 
e m p lo ym en t w ou ld  be requ ired  They have not 
m et these requ irem ents.

The agencies must be requ ired  to h ire  Blacks at 
a ll levels. W e are not advoca ting  an a ll-B lack 
center, but an end to a ll-w h ite  staffs in A lb in a  and 
th roughou t the state. There is no excuse fo r the 
exclusion o f Blacks from  p ro fessiona l e m p lo ym en t 
w ith  g ove rn m e n ta l agencies. The co m m itm e n t to 
equ a lity  must be s ta te -w ide  and it must be 
im m ed ia te .

Watergate reveals 
Society’s corruption

O ne o f the most trag ic  reve la tions  to com e out 
o f the  W ate rga te  a ffa ir  is not the invo lvem en t o f 
the president, the co rrup tion  o f those closest to h im  
or the  ex ten t to w h ich  these peop le  w en t to ob ta in  
pow er The rea l reve la tio n  was the b lin d  
obed ience  o f the lesser characters w ho  broke the 
law  and com m itted  perju ry  at the com m and  o f 
the ir superiors.

These are  not m en w ho  w ere  petty  c rim ina ls  
invo lved  in street c rim e  to m ake ends m eet. They 
are w e ll educated  m en w ith  substantia l careers 
beh ind  them  and  w ith  p rom is ing  fu tu res in law , 
business and gove rnm ent. W hy d id  they put aside 
p rinc ipa ls  and  a ll that they had been taugh t to 
be lieve?  W hy d id  they put the p o litic a l career of 
one m an be fo re  the ir conscience?

They say because they fea red  they w o u ld  be 
re jected  if  they to ld  the  truth. In o ther words, 
social acceptance was put ahead  o f conscience 
and p rinc ip a l.

It behooves the peo p le  o f this na tion  to take a 
look at a society tha t creates such un th ink ing  
obed ience  in its " f in e s t young m e n ". For it is the 
same society tha t has p rom oted  oppression based 
on skin co lo r, the re leg a tion  o f a la rge  segm ent o f 
the p o p u la tio n  to ab |ect poverty, a callousness to 
the hum an p rob lem s o f its c itizenry , the accep
tance o f ille g a l and  im m ora l w a rfa re , and crim e in 
high places. We cannot expect young  peop le  w ho  
are ra ised in such a society — w he re  m oney and 
pow er a re  suprem e — to d e ve lo p  standards and 
values w ith  w h ich  to m ake proper decisions.

W ate rga te  shou ld  cause A m ericans to take a 
good look at them selves and then to beg in  re 
structuring society to p lace  the m a jo r em phasis on 
hum an values. It shou ld  cause A m ericans to fin d  a 
w ay to va lu e  a sa tis fy ing  life  fo r a ll its c itizens 
above econom ic p ro fits  and advan tage  fo r the fe w  
O n ly  then w ill  the na tion 's  young  m en have the 
in teg rity  to refuse to se ll out the ir consciences for 
social acceptance.

Bradley victory signals new era

W ith  G overno r M cC all's  possible d e fec tion  to the
Dem ocratic Party, a tten tion  turns to the fu tu re  o f 
the party  and  its e ffo rts  in the upcom ing  elections. 
A strong Senate race w ith  M cCall ch a llen g in g  
Packwood shou ld  add strength to the top  o f the 
Dem ocratic Party. M cCall has not done  a ll that he 
could  in the f ie ld  o f a ffirm a tiv e  action  and equal 
opportun ity  as governor - he has not used the 
in fluence  and  p ow er that is his. But, w he ther w e 
agree  w ith  h im  or not, he has spoken out on 
controvers ia l issues. During his four years plus in 
the U n ited  States Senate, Packwood has been 
re luc tan t to take a stand on anyth ing  and w e still 
do not see a Black on his s ta ff.

The Dem ocrats have a num ber o f good  peop le  in 
pos ition  to run fo r state o ffice  but are in danger o f 
f ig h tin g  am ong  them selves and losing out aga in . 
N ow  is the tim e  fo r the party  to m ake p lans for the 
1974 race w ith  a slate designed  to de fea t the 
opponen t.

The most ta lked  about p o te n tia l cand idates for 
the gove rno rsh ip  a re  Jim  Redden, Jason Boe and 
Betty Roberts. We th ink Redden w ou ld  m ake a 
fin e  gove rnor w ho  w ou ld  p rov ide  the leadership  
the state so bad ly  needs. U nfortuna te ly , Redden's 
constituency is Southern O regon and he is not 
ge ttin g  the action  he needs to becom e w e ll-kn o w n  
s ta tew ide  Jason Boe, from  a sm all tow n on the 
coast, has not gotten  much m ile ag e  out o f his 
position  as President o f the Senate and has not 
accom plished  as much w ith  his D em ocra tica lly 
co n tro lle d  Senate as m any had hoped.

Betty Roberts, on the o ther hand, is from  
M u ltnom ah  County and cou ld  pu ll a good  vote in 
the M e tro p o lita n  a rea, w h ich  is necessary to w in  a 
sta te -w ide  e lec tion . The tim e  m igh t be righ t for a 
w om an to be e lected  - pa rticu la rly  one like  Betty 
Roberts, w ho  has been concerned w ith  social 
p rob lem s but has not "g o n e  o ve rb o a rd " on 
w om en 's  lib .

N one o f these three contenders has been 
ou ts tand ing  as fa r as a ffirm a tiv e  action is 
concerned. N one has earned the Black vote. Of 
course n e ithe r has the most like ly  Republican 
cand ida te . C lay M yers Myers does m ake h im self 
a v a ila b le  to the Black com m unity , but as far as 
specific ac tion  in  b e h a lf o f Black em p loym en t or 
econom ic deve lo pm e n t is concerned - noth ing

Each o f these persons, some o f w hom  hope to 
be our next G overnor, s till has the opportun ity  to 
create a record  o f action on b eh a lf o f equa l 
opportun ity .
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(Editor’s note: The fol

lowing is a reaction of Joint 
Center for Political Studies 
President Eddie N. Williams 
following the recent munici
pal election in lx>s Angeles, 
California.)

Tom Bradley's victory in 
the Los Angeles mayoral 
election is the most dramatic 
signal to date of a new era in 
minority participation in 
American politics.

Bradley's win over incum
bent Mayor Sam Yorty in 
the nation's third largest city 
should put to rest assump

tions that Black candidates 
win only in areas with major 
ity or large Black popula 
tions. In Los Angeles, only 
15 per cent of the potential 
voters are Black. Moreover, 
the great majority of the 
Bradley vote came from 
whites.

The large white vote de 
monstrates that white voters 
ran look beyond race in 
judging the merits of can 
didates for elective office.

The interracial Bradley 
campaign, coupled with the 
broad support he received, is 
evidence of the effective

ness of coalition politics.
In recent months one could

point to the elections of U.S. 
R epresentatives A ndrew  
Young in Atlanta, Barbara 
Jordan in Houston, and Ron 
Dellum s in Berkeley as 
examples of Blacks being 
elected to represent majority 
white constituencies. Or one 
could point to the election of 
Minnesota state legislators 
B. Robert Lewis and Ray 
Pleasant in m ostly white 
suburbs, or point to many 
other Black ca n d id a tes  
throughout the country. It is 
a healthy sign.
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Start spinning your wheels- 
Try Chuck’s deals

Special Special!
Chuck’s now featuring 
PEUGEOT! $129.95

I speeds, 3 speeds, 5 speeds and 10 speeds 
Tricycles -  training bikes -  wagons

7017 N. Lombard

CHARLES CREWS

We feature:

•  Raleigh 
e Jeunet 
e Columbia 
e Vista 
s Peugeot

THE VICTORY OF 
THOMAS BRADLEY OVER 
MAYOR SAM YORTY IN  
LOS ANGELES CAN BE 
VIEWED AS BOTH THE 
REJECTION OF A 
DEMAGOGUE ANDA 
DEFEAT FOR RACISM.

N Y. TIMiS

286-1079
5% discount on réntala to churches and organizations

RED WHITE & BLUE THRIFT STORE 
3038 N. E. Uaion Ave.

287-4505
*  For values on clothing, furniture 

and miscellaneous items
*  Specials daily on womens or ment 

garments
*  Weekly specials on appliances and 

Furniture

— WE MAKE KEYS —

Come in and browse around for 
The best values in town
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His victory was the rejection of the tactics of defamation.


