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WE SEE THE WORLD 
THROUGH BLACK EYES,

Welfare system 
invites corruption

W elfa re  and C h ild ren 's  Service caseworkers at 
the A lb in a  M ulti-Serv ice  Center are  accused o f 
au thoriz ing  ille g a l paym ents and bend ing  agency 
polic ies. Mr. Juras, adm in is tra to r o f the W e lfa re  
Departm ent, and  the o ffic ia ls  o f the Bureau o f 
Hum an Resources act as if  th is w ere  som eth ing 
new. A fu ll scale investiga tion  has been launched 
to uncover ille g a l practices o f these caseworkers 
w ho  happen to w ork in A lb ina .

But it is com m on kn ow ledge  am ong the ranks o f 
W e lfa re  that caseworkers w ho  care about the ir 
c lien ts have been put in a postion w here  they must 
lie, cheat and steal in order to he lp  th e ir clients.

As long as w e lfa re  recip ients are a llo te d  m iserly 
sums to support th e ir fa m ilie s  w ith ; as long as 
w e lfa re  rec ip ients are looked upon as c rim ina ls  or 
m isfits and are pun ished by slow  sta rva tion ; as 
long as ch ild ren  are  dep rived  o f the basic hum an 
needs, some idea lis tic  caseworker w ill fin d  a w ay 
to slip  a litt le  extra  cash to a su ffe ring  fa m ily .

M any w e lfa re  rec ip ients live  in severe d e p riva ­
tion - ch ild ren  w a it months to get glasses; o ld  
peop le  must go w itho u t teeth, glasses and hearing  
aids, re lega ted  to a life  o f inactiv ity  and lo n e li­
ness; p regnan t m others do not have adequate  
diets, endangering  the hea lth  o f the ir ch ild ren  and 
g randch ild ren ; fa m ilie s  live  in houses w ithou t 
adequate  heat. And w ha t casew orker has not 
found  ch ild ren  w ho  have never had the luxury o f 
w ea rin g  underw ear or s leep ing  betw een  sheets.

W hat is the recourse open to the casew orker 
w ho has to he lp  his c lien ts m eet some o f the bare 
essentials. The lim ite d  budgets a llo w  on ly  enough 
fo r housing and food , w ith  extras be ing  scraped 
out o f thos items. So if a ch ild  needs shoes to go 
to school, how  can the caseworker ob ta in  them ? 
He can find  a com m un ity  agency to buy them , but 
w hen  he has to fin d  s im ila r resources fo r 300 to 
400 clients, tim e  is not a va ila b le  fo r th is activ ity . 
He can g ive  the m other " tra n s p o rta tio n " m oney, 
hop ing  she w ill use if fo r shoes. He can pad his 
m ile ag e  and use the m oney fo r the shoes. He can 
ignore some o f the fa m ily  earnings. Any o f these 
recourses is une th ica l and ille g a l. Some case­
w orkers buy the shoes w ith  th e ir ow n  m oney, but 
he can 't do this fo r everyone. So he slips in to  the 
hab it o f ad justing  budgets a litt le  b it, and breaks 
the law .

It is fitt in g  tha t the investiga tion  shou ld  take 
p lace in the A lb in a  w e lfa re  o ffice , fo r this o ffice  
was to have been a progrm  to test new  m ethods 
and procedures, to try to deve lo p  hum ane 
re la tionsh ips w ith  recip ients, to invo lve  the 
com m un ity  in the so lu tion o f this enorm ous 
p rob lem . But it is no m ore than a transp lant o f the 
dow n tow n  o ffice  - the same ph ilosophy, the same 
procedures, the same rules and restrictions, the 
same callousness. Since the o ffice 's  estab lishm ent, 
the controls have been tigh tened , the budgets cut, 
the instructions gone out to d iscourage even those 
persons w ho are e lig ib le  from  a pp ly in g  fo r 
assistance, orders g iven  to cut the budgets as 
closely as possible - a ll in the interest o f saving 
m oney

Some caseworkers are ab le  to accept this edict 
and go about cu tting  w here they can, ever a le rt to 
fraud  or overpaym ent. Others, rem em bering  the ir 
o rien ta tion  to the job, w hen they w ere  to ld  they 
w ere  to be o f service to the com m un ity  and to be 
m em bers o f a he lp ing  profession, re ject the 
agency and p lace the ir ow n ideals and concerns 
first These are the caseworkers w ho a ttem pt to 
serve the ir c lien ts in a fa ir and just m anner and 
these are the caseworkers w ho  get in troub le .

The A lb in a  o ffice  o f W e lfa re  and C h ildren 's  
Services have a lw ays been v iew ed  w ith  suspicion
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and some fear by the dow n tow n  o ffice  There has 
a lw ays been the fear that the sta ff w o u ld  id e n tify  
w ith  the com m unity  or the m ulti-serv ice  center and 
thus get out o f contro l. It has been the center o f 
dissention from  w ith in  the ranks, and  most o f the 
fe w  rum b lings  and th reatened  uprisings in the 
w e lfa re  sta ff have o rig ina ted  in th is o ffice .

N ow  the w e lfa re  departm ent shou ld  take a look 
at the A lb in a  o ffice . Next the state should take a 
look at how  its po lic ies are co rrup ting  the best o f 
its em ployees. The on ly  answ er to this w ou ld  be to 
bu ild  a rea lis tic , sensible w e lfa re  p lan  that could  
be adm in is te red  fa ir ly  even by the most sensitive 
and idea lis t em p loyee. In the m eantim e, perhaps 
the best th ing  w ou ld  be to iso la te  the casew orker 
from  his c lien t - if he co u ldn 't see a sick ch ild  or a 
lone ly  o ld  m an, m aybe he could  better contro l the 
purse strings.

W hat price justice?
Daniel Ellsberg and Anthony Russo have been 

freed  o f a ll charges against them  because o f 
"e x tra o rd in a ry  m isconduct" on the part o f the 
gove rnm ent in prosecuting the ir case. Jurors have 
ind icated  tha t had the tr ia l continued, Ellsberg and 
Russo w ho u ld  have been aqu itted .

The defense cost Ellsberg and Russo $900,000 
The gove rnem nt is estim ated to have spent 
a p p ro x im a te ly  $3 m illio n  on its leg itim a te  prosecu­
tion, plus w ha tever was spent by the W hite  House 
espionage.

There is som eth ing w rong  w ith  a system that 
says a man is innocent un til p roven gu ilty , yet 
requires a man to spend a fo rtune  to p rove his 
innocence. If you w ere  arrested today, it w ou ld  
cost several hundred do lla rs  fo r your share o f the 
ba il to get out o f ja il, necessitate the h ir ing  o f an 
a tto rney, p ile  up investiga tion  costs and court costs. 

How m any o rd ina ry  citizens can a ffo rd  to pay
several thousand do lla rs  to prove the ir innocence?

It is com m on know ledge  that the rich have 
greater access to justice than the poor. But there 
must be a w ay  to g ive  the o rd ina ry  c itizen access 
to justice w ith o u t loosing a ll he has and spending 
the rest o f his life  paying .

A firs t step w ou ld  be e lim in a tio n  o f the ba il 
system, w h ich  d iscrim inates betw en  those w ho  can 
pay and those w ho cannot. The second step w ou id  
be free  access to lega l counsel fo r a ll citizens, 
regardless o f econom ic status. The Legal A id  and 
Public D efender systems now  estab lished fo r the 
very poor shou ld  be extended to cover a ll citizens 
desiring  th e ir services.

We have seen the results that Legal A id  has 
ach ieved aga inst such pub lic  agencies as W elfa re  
If these services w ere  a va ia la b le  to a ll people, 
perhaps the laws w ou ld  be a p p lie d  m ore even ly  
and the ind iv id ua l w o u ld  have a fa ir  chance at 
redress. Perhaps the citizen w ou ld  have the same 
rights as corporations and governm ent.
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

Watergate
Dear Mr. Henderson:

I find your paper always 
informative and enjoyable. 
The editorial “Watergate: 
Roots in History” is devas 
taring in its dispassionate 
enumeration of historical 
facta tha|»M0»<t no "editorial

¡zing" one of the very best 
articles I read on this sordid 
case. I f  feel it's in line with 
the excellent reporting of the
Christian Science Monitor on
that topic.

Best regards!
Otto M.

With Ron Hendron

A YOUNG VIEW  OF WASHINGTON

TOWARD A BALANCED BUDGET
By Ron Hendren

W A S H IN G T O N -In  two out o f every 
three years during the last half century, 
the federal government has spent more 
money than it has taken in.

Over the last 54 years, the United
States government budget has been in a 
deficit poaition 37 times, and with the 
exception of the World War II  yean, the 
largest over-expenditures have occurred in 
recent yean.

Indeed, since 19fttt the deficit has 
ranged from $13 billion to $34 billion 
every year. Why have we penisted in the 
practice of spending more money than is 
available?

A significant part of the answer to that 
question lies in the procedures Congress 
uses to allocate funds. There are no 
legislative committees with the authonty 
to oversee federal spending within the 
framework o f the total amount of tax 
dollan available during a given year. Each 
congressional committee seeks authori­
zations and appropnations for the depart­
ments and programs within its juris­
diction without any really effective re­
gard for the government’s total annual 
tax income. Naturally, everybody wants 
an ever-increasing slice of the pie. The 
result almost invariably has been that 
more pie is given out than has been 
baked. And further into debt we go.

This decades-old disarray in the gov­
ernment's financial planning prompted 
newly-elected senators to write the Sen­
ate leadership early this year to urge 
reform of the budgetary process.

As a result of these and other pres­
sures, the Joint Study Committee on 
Budget Control was established, and last 
month the committee submitted its rec­
ommendations.

Most significant among its proposals 
was that House and Senate committees 
on the budget should be established, 
whose responsibility it would be to see 
that all federal appropnations would be 
made within realistic spending limitations

that would not significantly exceed reve­
nues.

Members of existing appropnations 
and finance committees would comprise 
two-thirds of the budget committees' 
membership, with the remaining one- 
third appointed by the congressional lead­
ership from among the other legislative 
committees.

In theory at least, the Congress would 
not appropnate more than the total 
amount recommended by the budget 
committees, and again, in theory, that 
total amount would not significantly ex­
ceed the total tax revenues available in 
each given year.

I f  the study committee's recommenda­
tions are accepted, it would be the first 
major change in congressional appropria­
tions procedures since the Budget and 
Accounting Act of 19 2 1-m ore than 52 
yean.

Predictably, that time span roughly 
parallels the period of extraordinary def­
icit spending which has placed the coun­
try precariously in debt, and in often 
tenuous financial relationships with other 
world powen.

The proposed new arrangement would 
provide a means of forcing mem ben of 
Congress to place strict priorities on their 
spending proposals. It would likely go a

long way toward reducing executive- 
legislative tensions over impoundment of 
funds the White House vehicle for re­
fusing to spend money appropriated by 
Congress. And, if taken seriously, it could 
provide an important key to containing a 
rising national debt which has to date 
played an important role in strangling all 
efforts to achieve a stabilized economy, 
control inflation, and keep both wages 
and prices within realistic bounds.
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Founded 1895

lENOW'S

Unequaled 
in all
the world

Cascade Music Center hat oeailoble the entire 
Ime ol Tamaha pianos ond organs -  eaclutieely 
m the Portland area

Yomaho piano» and organs represent the lines! 
quality ond integrity ol workmanship available  
anywhere

And. while the present inventory lasts, you can 
purchase any ol these eatraordmanly lino 
instruments at a price greatly below the anticipated 
new price based on the dollar devaluation.

Won't you let us demonstrate these superb 
instruments lor your consideration today?

«111 M l. SANOT • 212-0911 
t i l l  PAA « SUNDAY 124

1973 OLDSMOBILE

g d t E7
OLDS 9 8  
OLDS

LUXURY 
CPE:

CUSTOM CRUISER: 
9-P«st Wgn.
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• • • • • • • • • •

SAVE 
SAVE » 1 2 0 0 ms * 5 5 2 1  

m  * 4 3 3 7  
now *5  6 7 5  

SAVE * 1 4 0 0  now*3 9 1 4  
now * 5 4 8 8  
’3369

OLDS a s . . . . . . . . SAVE * 9 0 0
OLDS Toronado:, SAVE * 1 8 0 0  
OLDS DELTA 8 8  
OLDS 9 8  T . . . . . SAVE * 1 7 0 0
'73  OMEGA HATCHBACK
BUCKET SEATS, SOCKET 350 , STRO, AUTO 

.DISCS, RADIO, CONSOLE

PAUL KOCH OLDSMOBILE
Ì6 8 0 3  S.E. McLOUGHLIN BLVÜ. f

M ILW AUKIE EVES. f i l l .  9 :0 0  0 5 9 * 0 5 7 0


