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WE SEE THE WORLD 
THROUGH BLACK EYES.

Watergate:
Roots in history

As the W ate rga te  a ffa ir  splashes across the
A m erican  scene, w e must look  at it in the per­
spective o f its m ean ing  to the A m erican  system o f 
governm ent and  aga inst the h istorica l background 
o f the m an at its center. It is true, as the President 
has said, that there  has been scandal and p o litica l 
esp ionage in o ther cam paigns and in o the r a d ­
m in istrations. H ow ever, in the past these m an ip u ­
la tions have been fo r m oney, v icuna coats, cows 
fo r the G ettysburg fa rm , m oney in exchange fo r 
position  or favors. N ever be fo re  have such far- 
reach ing  c rim ina l acts been com m itted  fo r the 
o b ta in ing  and p e rpe tua ting  o f pow er. And never 
be fore  has such a pow er g rab  been m ade from  
w ith in  the W h ite  House.

W atergate  is much m ore  than the bu rg la ry  o f a 
po litica l o ffice . It is a p lanned  a ttem p t to subvert 
the e lecto ra l process o f the U nited States. It was 
an a ll-o u t a ttem p t to keep contro l o f the g ove rn ­
ment o f the U n ited  States.

Perhaps the President is innocent. Perhaps, as 
he said, he d id  not know  his closest friends and 
associates w ere  consp iring  aga inst the system he 
has sworn to protect. Is it possible the news d id  
not reach h im ? This cou ld  not have happened to 
President Johnson — or to Kennedy, Truman, 
Roosevelt, o r any o ther p resident in recent history. 
But perhaps N ixon  has so iso la ted  h im se lf from  not 
on ly the A m erican  peop le , but his closest advisors 
as w e ll, tha t he does not know  w ha t is go ing  on in 
his ow n  house. If this g rea t a crim e cou ld  go 
unnoticed, then Mr. N ixon must ce rta in ly  be 
incom petent.

And if  the President was not d irec tly  invo lved  in 
the W atergate  bu rg la ry , the sm ear cam paign , the 
h idden cam paign  funds, the precedents setting 
the a tm osphere in w h ich  these th ings took p lace 
can be found  in Mr. N ixon 's  ow n  po litica l 
background.

The Smear C am paign  — N ixon 's  firs t e lection  
was w on  w ith  a smear cam paign  that was carried  
out aga inst his opponen t. These smears have 
accom panied  every e lec tion , a lw ays a lle g e d ly  
w itho u t his know ledge . But is it a co inc idence that 
these tactics seem to fo llo w  h im ? Should w e now  
be shocked to learn  that one o f his closest 
associates was arrested fo r a sm ear cam paign  
against Senators M uskie  and H um phrey and  that 
file s  have been fo u n d  in the W hite  House w ith  
m ate ria l to sm ear the Kennedy fa m ily?

The H idden M oney -- M r. N ixon 's  secret fund  
nearly  lost h im  the v ice-presidency, but his tea rfu l 
"C h ecke rs " speech go t h im  o ff  the hook. Should 
we now  be surprised to lea rn  abou t perhaps $10 
m illio n  in secret and ille g a l cam pa ign  funds used 
in the 1972 e lections?

The Ellsberg Case -- Tw ice since assum ing the 
presidency Mr. N ixon  has in te rfe red  w ith  the  court 
system. He m ade dam ag ing  com m ents on the 
Manson case, and  he in te rvened  in the M ai Lai 
case. Should w e  be surprised to learn that he 
ordered  a secret investiga tion  o f the Ellsberg case 
that resu lted in ille g a l procedures, and that he 
o ffe re d  the tr ia l judge  a h igh gove rnm ent o ffice  
du ring  the tim e  the case was in tria l?

The G rab fo r Power — The President has said 
that he does not need Congress and in recent 
months has been in a struggle  to reduce the pow er 
o f Congress. He has cheapened the Supreme 
Court by a pp o in tm e n t and a ttem pted  appo in tm en t 
o f m en w ho  are  less than h ig h ly  q u a lifie d  but w ho 
share his p o litica l views. Should we be surprised 
that his fo llo w e rs  w ou ld  go to any means to p e r­
petuate  the pow er they now  have regardless o f 
the e ffects on the fu tu re  o f the nation.

W atergate  is one m ore step on the road to 
facism . It is an a ttem p t to p rom ote  ru le  by p res i­
d en tia l ed ict ra ther than ru le  by the dem ocratic 
process.
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f t Law and Order” . . . ?

With Ron Hendren

A YOUNG VIEW  OF WASHINGTON

GENERALS A N D  TH E IR  A ID S : PART II

By Ron Hendren

W ASHINGTON-Several weeks ago I re­
ported on the long-standing military tra­
dition of providing general officers with 
enlisted aides-men who become personal 
servants to the top brass and their fami­
lies.

I noted then that the cost to the 
taxpayer for this boondoggle exceeds $13 
million every year just for the pay and 
allowances of these aides. (Now the Army 
admits the total cost is nearly $22 mil­
lion.)

Congress is finally challenging the 
armed forces on the practice, which dates 
back to the Revolutionary War, and 
Secretary of the Army Robert Froehlke 
came up to the lull last week to defend 
his generals.

Froehlke told members of the House 
Defense Appropriations subcommittee 
that he did not want his chief of staff 
going home at 5 p m to mow the lawn, 
and asserted that the provision of aides to 
high-ranking officers “ makes sense from a 
management standpoint."

As I reported earlier, the General 
Accounting Office has disclosed that en­
listed aides, at taxpayer expense, not only 
mow their bones' lawns, but wash private 
cars, walk the dogs, babysit, keep house 
and tend garden -and that they do these 
chores for generals' wives and children as 
well.

S u bcom m ittee  Chairman George 
Mahon (D-Tex.) suggested to Froehlke 
that Army chief of staff General Creigh­
ton Abrams “could hire his own help like 
the rest of us do ” Froehlke responded 
that Army officers do not make enough 
money to pay for hired help.

Abrams' salary and allowances come 
to about $45,000 per year, and in addi­
tion he and his family live in free quarters 
at Ft Myer His four stars entitle him to 
four enlisted aides

More than 1,700 enlisted soldiers are 
officially designated as personal aides to 
generals and admirals at this time In 
addition to being of questionable propri­
ety, the practice has alarming racial over­
tones. As I reported earlier, some 98 per 
cent of aides in the Navy are Filipinos In 
the Manne Corps. 65 per cent are black

Promotions for these men come far 
more slowly than for other enlisted per­
sonnel The average Navy man at the rank 
of E-6 receives a promotion in nine years, 
while a Navy aide at the same rank is 
likely to stay there for 18 years.

Letters of complaint have been pour­
ing into the offices of members of Con­
gress since Sen. William Proxmire dis­
closed the GAO study several weeks ago 
Many are from the wives and families of 
enlisted aides who have had the courage 
to tell the real story. One letter recounted 
the story of an aide who was ordered to 
make the beds of his commander’s lazy 
children.

Now that the hearings have begun, the 
real picture is coming to the fore, and the 
practice of providing servants to generals 
and their families is likely to be revealed 
for what it is an unnecessary, repugnant, 
and costly boondoggle.
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Old Blood’s Department Store

O ld  B lo o d 'a f a r  fano d a d a ”

A complete line of the latest 
in Men’s and Women’s wear 

and Children’s Shoes

Phone 281-6808 3933 N .l. Union Ave.
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SHOE SALE 
5.30 TO 24.33

REG $10 to S40
A huge selection of moic than 2 000 pair* of fine *hne* from >ur cur 
rent spring and summer stocks Shoes for every occasion from undals 
to dress shoes Famous brand names from all over the woild All shoes 
on display by size for your easy selection Sizes 4 to 10. S. N M

ASK FOR "VA C A TIO N  B IL L IN G " . NO PAYMENTS DUE U N TIL  AUGUST
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A little money in the bank 
always helps.

Come rain or come shine.

You never know.
One day, maybe you’re 
faced w ith an emergency.
A big medical bill. O r maybe 
the sun comes out, and up pops 
a once-in-a-lifetime investment 
opportunity. Kain or shine, a
savings account comes in handy. 
Especially on«- of ours. A t First 
National, we offer a Wg 
selection of plans to choose 
from. You can save as much.

W<l 
g««o or as lift e as you want.

Deposit aial w ithdraw whe-n 
you want. Earn the interest 

you want. So you'll never have to 
scrimp and scrape and str.tch your 
budget to save. Come loo> over all 
our savings and investment pro­
grams. Pick the one that's best 
lor you. Then, start saving.

That way, you'll always have 
money to fall hack on.
Come rain, or come shine.
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