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With Ron Hendren

THESE MURDERS CONFESS CLEARLY HOW CASUAL IS THE
COUNTRYS SENSE OF JUSTICE FOR BLACK PEQPLE HOW CARE
LESS IT IS OF ITS OWN HUMANITY,

A YOUNG VIEW OF WASHINGTON

NO—FAULT LIABILITY INSURANCE POSSIBLE IN 1973

By R

WASHINGTON -Since the mid-197]
f ttle has been heard concern
no-fault automobile
And with good reason

profitted for years
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waged an effective and thor
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1973 may prove different

States are finally beginning to see the
wverwhelming benefits of no-fault insur
ance. In Puerto Rico, for example, where
no-fault has been 1n effect for more than
two years, auto liability insurance now

)sts each car owner a mere $35 per year

This little island, a commonwealth of
the United States, is not known either for
)r for marked industri-
take longer

Its iInnovativeness

usness -everything seems to
here. Yet, Puerto Rico pioneered in the
no-fault concept, and today death claims

for funeral expenses are paid usually
within 48 hours and disability payments
are normally received within two weeks

Under Puerto Rico’s compulsory insur-
ance plan (policies can’t be cancelled ), 90
cents of every premium dollar is available
for benefits, compared with as little as 45
cents on the dollar in many states. More-
over, Puerto Rico’s plan pays all medical
and hospital expenses for accident vic-
as well as up to $5,000 for loss of
limbs or sight and up to $15,000 in
survivors benefits

Here in the states, Massachusetts has
led the way, and while results in that
state have been less dramatic than in
Puerto Rico (mostly because the Massa-
chusetts concept is considerably watered
down), Lability insurance rates have
nonetheless been lowered markedly and
»n more than one occasion

Yet, no-fault has floundered in state
legislatures all across the country and has
failed to receive more than “study’ status
in Congress. Why? The lawyers who stand

tims

n Hendren

(o gain most from the present sue-the
ither-guy system have declared all-out
war against no-fault proposals. And they

takes to win. In

have the money it
Michigan, duning the heat of the no-fault
controversy in 1971, the trnial lawyers

spent nearly $250,000 to defeat no-fault

I'heir determination is understandable,
but hardly commendable. The average
tnal lawyer in a hability suit will receive
anywhere from 25 to SO percent of the
“take” -whatever the court awards his
client in damages. Thus $50,000 in dam
ages, which s not an unusually high
figure n lLiability suits, will net the
winning attorney anywhere from $12,000
to $25,000 in fees. As for the injured
chient, it will likely be years before he
receives any money at all, because
“appeal’” 1s the name of the game in
liabulity suits

No-fault s a relatively simple answer
Let each driver's liability insurance pay
for he own personal injuries incurred in
an automobile accident. Thus, in all but
the most severe injuries (usually 70 per-
cent or more disability), hLability litiga-
tion would be done away with, the
amounts of damages sought would be
more realistic, high lawyer fees would be
by-passed, long court proceedings and the
incumbent costs would be eliminated,
liabuity insurance premiums would go
down significantly, and damage payments
would be received promptly

With all those points in its favor,
no-fault lability insurance is certain to
make significant gains in the months
ahead. And if the states do not move
toward enacting their own no-fault sys-
tems, Congress is sure to do so on the
federal level-and 1973 may be the year
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Public welfare in Oregon:
Myths and realities

tll

1 he re e 1y
ibout the Welfare svste all

over the Unimd States

yths to be correcred bw |
lividuals that are "

ected with the Public Wel=-

fare [)ivision,
One of the widely o
nyths is that Welfare is just
andout, [0 (e

ther state s,

-

families receive ot nly
money, hut 1ET extensive
services, For example, the
\dult

provides

Services [epartment

services and pro-
wWults and disabled

grams for

recipients. Soclal services
for AIN® families are pro
vided by Childrens Services
Division. 1. ast Yeat csh

wrovided such services as:
Health Care

clal nd Employment Coun

Advice, Finan-
seling, Services to enabl

Idren to continue school,

Yice, hores services, Un=
forth. T
nth, iwccording {0 the
iblic Welfare Division, a
iverage of 3,307 old age
lients and an average
oY disabled ent e re
2iving me tyme eIvices
re, Further re, the lacts
ite that the wel-
fare illegitimacy rate is
leclining faster than the
geeral illegitimacy rawe for
the state-wide population., As

stated previously, the monthly

To Be Equal

y Vermon E, Jordan, Jr.

Ihe inyth of the American
melting pot, which blended
individuals and groups from
liverse backgrounds and in-
terests into a specific Ameri-
an type, has been laid to

rest, 'he myth flourished
for a while, although blacks
were always considered the
exception that proved the
rule,

In the ‘60s, when black
people marched and demon-
strated for rights denied
them, other groups began to

hecome conscious of the fact
that they, too, weren't sharing
in the American dream,

Iheir liscintent was
largely luried in the need to
ippear to be like everyone
else, to be “standard”’
Americans, But
civil rights movement pro
tested that blacks weren't
getting high=level jobs,
Italian-Americans realized
that they, too, were being
excluded from those jobs, As
blacks protested their under-
representation In colleges,
Polish-Americans too, re-
alized they were bheing ex
cluded, As blacks marched
against crushing poverty,
Puerto Ricans and Chicanos
realized that they were also
disproportionately poor,

As black people took pride
in blackness and revived in-
terest in the black traditions
and Institutions, so too did
Irish-Americans rediscover
their own particularity and
Jewish=-Americans, their own
values and interests,

when the

group
I'his development is a posi
tive and healthy sign of the
strengths of our pluralistic
society. It Is a recognition
of the healthy differences that
add to the Interest and di-
versity of a healthy soclety,
And this development also
proved the moral strength of
the civil rights movement,
which not only won concrete
gains and recognition for
black people, but also made
such a positive and profound
impact on the total soclety,
It is clear that unless
blacks return to the spotlight
of soclal change In America,
other minorities will lose
out, To the extent that the
real needs of the new minori-
ties are accommodated at the
expense of black people, real
soclal change will go by the
boards, Anything thatweakens
the black thrust for change,
weakens all minorities,
Instead of falling into the
trap of each separate group
grasping for its own small
advantage, America’s ne-
glected minorities must learn
to cooperate; to coalesce on
Issues of vital Importance to
all, and to give full support
to the priority issues of the
civil rights movement,
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Extractions

AnD FILLINGS

usinG Sodium Pentothal

Registered Anestheting in Aitendance

WHEN DESIRED

% | No Appointment Necessary

Denture
REPAIRS

11}

1 te T Mew Sarviae

“Immediate’’

Easy
CREDIT
Pay in Small Monthly
Amownts

Same ”.. ® I MOST CASES Come in betere 10 0 m -nd
We Wl Try te Deliver yousr Dentimns by

‘-- h-_-n..
Note: Dr Philip Semler

Is Now an Associate DENTIST

Lawrence on e Stalt

n. Oomond

DENTIST

5155w 4th Ave. 227-2427

Between Alder & Washington

OF FICLS AL
SALEM & EUGENE

,’“ Special Notice to Patients o

DR.

BELL Dental Office

All Dental Cares will now be Handied

under the Dviechon ol DR BERNARD o1 the Same
Besadway & W
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