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As | See It

Implications of the recent elections
for Bladks

by Lenwood G. Davis

cause he does "‘owe' us more
Perhaps the only bright spot consideration in this elect-
in the recent elections f(or lon than in the IY08 election,
Black people was the elect- Black support was dJdefinitely
ion of three Blacks to Con more visible in this recemt
gress - Harbara Jordan,Con- election, The Presulent, no f\
gresswoman from Texas doubt, would like to change
Yvonne Brathwaite, Con his image of leing nsensi= ‘
gresswoman from California, tive to the needs and aspira=

e ’
“‘21 /

and Amdrew Young, Congress- wns of HBlack people in the
man from Georgia, There LUniwed States. | predict that .
were numerous Blacks elect we will see a hanged"* “IA‘ s -
ed to state and local positions Richard M. Nixon in the next . - «)
all over the country (mostly four years, )
in the South), We historians and political
Many Hlacks obviously did observers had not given Nir,
not vote in the elections for Nixon a high rating as a |'res\= -
various reasons. Apparently dent, And no PP resxdent, obvi

the Republican Party did bene- ously, wants to godown in his= omestic policy

by Benjamin E_ Mays

S

Martin Luther King,

. ame ut Aagainst the
Vietham War ust a few
months before he was assas-
Jinated in April, 1968, 3
people were shocked and
stunned that Martir uther

would dare criticize his coun=

try in this manner,
He was the first national
Character to do this, N Oow

senators, governors edu-

cators, ministers and andi=-
dates for the Presidency are
saying, "‘Get out of Vietnam,""

black leaders were

an g the [irst to cr ticize
Luther,

But by the tume the national

1lgn came off in the fall
[ 1968, Viemam had become
an i1ssue In the campaign and
It was respectable to criti=
ize Johns for his nduct
{ the war, There is no doubt
in my mind that Hubert Hum=
phrey was defeated in part
because e was accused of
being Johnson's man in the

onduct of the war,
He did not repudiate John-
nduct of the war

son's

to the Editor

Johnson innocent?

Dear Mr, Henderson:

Having been an interested
reader of your newspaper for
some months now, | was con=
erned by the treaument the
Attorney General was afforded
in your recent news story
and editorial,

Your news story
reads: ‘‘Smith accuses John-
son; Civil Rights delay."’
No where in this ‘‘news
story’* does the reporter
present Mr, Johnson's views
in response to the Smith ac-
cusations, Generally, even
the most blantantly biased
““news’’ presentations give a
few column inches in response
to admitted accusations,

The second treatment whict
concerned me was the fact
that, to our knowledge, your
office never asked Mr, John-
son if he would like
torial interview. Againgener-
ally speaking, newspapers
endorsing candidates for
political office interview bot!
party representatives as a
matter of courtesy,

Hopefully someday you and
Mr. Johnson could get to-
gether and listen to
others views, | suggest this
because | am confident that
at the conclusion of any such
session you would be plea-
santly surprised.

headline

in edi=

each

Very truly yours,
Kim H, Whitman
Administrative Assistant

(EDITORS NOTE: Our news
story of November 2, 1972 --
SMITH ACCUSES JOHNSON:
CIVIL RIGHTS DELAY was
not based entirely on our
conversation with Mr, Smith
and the documents he pro
vided, We have watched Mr,
Johnson's actions over the
past four years and have
talked to Belton Hamilton,
Ruth Spencer, Russ Rogers
and others who were either
involved with the Civil Rights
Division or were complain-
ants in Civil Rights matters

Cur opinion of Mr. Johnson's
handling of the
as his aniwde toward equal
rights is the result of the
long term study, not of one
discussion with Mr., Smith,

During this election and the
Primary we did not make a
practice of contacting can-
didates for editorfal inter-
views, We interviewed those
candidates were in-
terested enough in the Black
community and in the black
voter to request an interview,
We did see most of the can-
lidates for the major offices,
usually both or all candidates
for elect office.)

-ases as well

who

Thank you

Dear Rev. Henderson:

I wish to extend congra
tulations from the Staff of
MEDIA on your second anni-
versary of the Portland

Observer., Although new to
Portland, I have learned that
your paper has provided a
much-needed service to the
ommunity.

I look forward to reading

the Observer (n the future
and wish you continued suc-
cess,
Sincerely,
Joseph W, Bostic
Dear Mr, Henderson:
Congratulations| 0 glad
you have made it, Have en-
joyed the paper this past
year,
Pray the Lord will help

you to be God's Channel for
right in this community.

Sincerely,
Evelyn Collins

With Ron Hendren

nployment had not de- ouldn’'t care less, I'he ncern about providng better
reased, inflation is stul with President is so sure of his housing for all the
us, and the National C*ficit ground now that he can bx Idly ind the appoinonent of
ontinues to Increase, I'he say that he not say just structionists (o the
climate has changed, Why? when the bombing will wrt Bench,
A lthough the war has not ease -- certainly not until
ended, the President has led our prisoners of war are re= If this trend continues there
the people to believe that he leased, others accounted for will be a great reaction |
ioing his best to end the and the invasion into Souti years ahead. The nation te
war and that the war Is near V letnam stops., to take on the attitde
the end, He is convincing [he American ind has Fresent of the
wse all ground soldiers changed radically the war Lates,

A YOUNG VIEW OF WASHINGTON

THE SOUTHERN STRATEGY: IS IT REALLY WORKING?

By Ron Hendren

RALEIGH, N.C.—If there i1s one area in
the country where President Nixon's
coattails appear to have been long on the
surface, it is this southern state which
elected a Republican governor for the first
time since Reconstruction and a Republi
can U.S. Senator for the first time in 72

years
The President carried North Carolina
by a better than two-to-one margin,

pretty much as expected even though the
state is considered as progressive as any in
the South. (Perhaps best known among
its recent leaders is former Governor Terry
Sanford, himself a candidate for the
Democratic nomination for President this
year. Now president of Duke University,
he was the first southern governor to
come out for John F. Kennedy in 1960,
and was nationally acclaimed for his
contributions to progressive education in
the state in the early 1960's.)

This year, however, North Carolina
elected conservative television commenta-
tor Jesse Helms to the Senate. A man
who is so far to the nght he thinks
President Nixon is a liberal, Helms none-
theless, turned prodigal son and embraced
the President religiously in the closing
weeks of the campaign, a which
many say was the prime cause of Demo
cratic candidate Nick Galifianakis’ defeat
(“If you're going to vote for President
Nixon, it makes sense to send Jesse Helms
to the Senate,” his ads proclaimed.)

But even here, the President’s pulling
power was not what it appears to be at
first glance. In the May Democratic pri-
mary, Galifianakis, a young congressman,
defeated Senator B. Everett Jordan, who
had held the seat for nearly fifteen years
and is one of North Carolina’s best loved
political figures in recent history. A pro
gressive (earlier this year Jordan voted for
the end-the-war amendments and op
posed the Lockheed loan, something
few southern senators dared dream of
doing), Jordan gave Galifianakis no issues
other than his age he is 75 -and the fact

move

that he had undergone cancer surgery
about the time the campaign was gearing
up
Neither
strength, physical and mental
remarkable
unquahified success
anakis ran on the
many North Carolina voters became con
vinced that Jordan was a sick man. Thus
nomination, but

issue was vahd. The Senator's

was and s
and his operation was an
Cralih

and

Nonetheless

age-health 1ssue

Galifianakis won the
alienated many Democrats in the process
by his tactics. And even though Jordan

magnanimously supported his former op

ponent, financially and otherwise, it
wasn't enough. Too many voters just
didn't bother to split their tickets and

give Galifianakis the “penance vote” he
had counted on

Now
that
publican

many observers are convinced
Jordan would beaten the R
candidate even though the state
went so heavily for Nixon, Some
think Jordan might have carnied in the
Democratic candidate for governor, who
instead went down to defeat along with
Galifianakis, something which has not
happened in this heavily Democratic state
for a century

Thus the President's pulling power
while it undoubtedly played an important
role in North Carolina, was quite likely
not the deciding Ihe state is
Democratic at heart and is likely to stay
that way, the President’s Souther Stra
tegy notwithstanding

And North Carolina,
leader in the South, is likely to resume
that role four years hence by electing a
Democratic governor. As for Jesse Helms,
the man who thinks Nixon is a liberal, he
is likely to be one of those rare southern
phl‘rlrlnll'lm n pu||||1\ a one-term Sena
tor

have

even

factor

traditionally a
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nited

fit from the Black vote, About tory with a mediocre unage. leave something to le desired,
LI, of the [lack vote was cast Mre, Nixon 1s well aware of his Hence, he must devote most of
for the Presdent as compared standing with historians, is resources to Jeal with it-
to the > that Mr, Nixon re- Iherefore, he will try and race relations, poverty,
leved in 1YOH, hange his ilmage. He most inflation, unemployment, wel
| would not be surprised lefinitely wants history U fare, ivil  Liberties, conli-
i President Nixon appointed treat him kindly. Formnately, jence In govermment , goveme-
a Black to his cabinet, He also he has lour more years to nenta wid ing and surveil
will probably appoint a numbet “hange his lmage, We histo- lance,
f Blacks to numerous Sub= rians will be observing amd NOTE: Part I of *"“lmpli
1 et posit $. Mr.Nixg recording his actions closely, itions of the Kecent . lections
will not be iking these ap- M., Nixon's foreign policy for Blacks"" wil tinue ne xlt
wintments because he has a will be treated kindly by his- week,
inge eart Hather bhe-
You can
Sell it!
€11 1%,
satisfy the large number of except 27, ive been taken since YO8, Nix ould m
e |.‘1t.' needed to make hum a frow Vietna . [he pe e tinue (4] ] wal i le e
winner, Then too the Chicag« jo not see that the sea After all, the people who are 1
emocratic National Conven= and the air the war has eing bombed are t white \
Ll left a bad taste in the beer escalated wit! some It ight make a e /
people's mouth, Nixon took 100,000 nen, Navy and were the North Viethamese
advantage of the situation and Marine still fighting the white
promised the people he had war ar o1 1s being de
A secret plan to end the war, stroyed, There is a servative
which has not been revealed [There are also some 43,0 trend in the nation, The con=
sufficiently to end the war engineers and technicians on serviative trend expresses | with apP-O
almost four years, the ene, It amounts self in the attitude toward the
In 1972, ,:gu;-le ire not up=- this: not as many Americans war, tusing, unemployment, Person 'tD'Pe!SOH
set about Vietnam, Nixon's are  being killed and what the hiring of their Want Ad
law and order platform has happens to North Vietnam the merit despite inequality
not reduced rime, n- vast majority f America opporwunities, the dec rease Ca" 233-2437
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