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Black youth mature in trouble era

Portland denies 
Black representation

By BAY ARI ) 

T l
young

RLSTIN

The chance fo r P ■ r t  
black represerta tic c  
there are three bL 
expresse; the ir in terest 
of m a jo r factions of t 
a black to f i l l  the - t

The Observer as e a r - 
ously consuere . fo r the 
out along » i t  t e r  ■_
C. Don Vann and C ‘ a'mers

Here are some of t  e e 
by-passed. A ll of the r-v 
were electee in the 
elections— so there is 
The m oral conscience r e 
elude the desires of such 3 s

It was not un til I -  - t t - 
Portland School Boar . • e 
and the Gladstone C ity  C 
was elected gaiter appoi c- 
elected to a state o r cou 
of Portland. The observer e 
can win a m ajor p o litic  
Portland Citv Cou 
an appointment.

In a system that runs 
commissioners owe a • . 
a ll must have loyal ite 
th e ir campaigns o r as 
s (deration.

1 he Black community 
Judge Mercedes e i  , > 
McCoy, who have hot ee 
been easier fo r  black * e 
s tructure . In p iese-.rr.g r  re 
to get the c ity  council vie

Other black men who wer 
have made good comir ss 
Amerson, Charles J or.

We predicted months g • -
and no» we are precicme 
on the lis t  tc f i l l  the va ■ '

S u it Senator Betty 
of Representatives 
leading Democrats.

Ed Whalen is labor le ■ 
community.

Jack M ills  is Vice r<
Bnak and l  rban \ffa  irs

Ira  B lalock is Executive 
munity Action Progr^

In predicting that te s e  <r- 
is much controversy ver t • 
sioners come from  c e  
M ayor T e rry  schru k. *• 
strong feeling that v e  e : 
another section of t e c ity  t 
We contend that since al 
the next commissi — r 
representation
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present generation of 
blacks is approaching 

m aturity  in the m idst of an 
era troubled by persisting 
atxl :eeply fe lt sociatwrongs, 
i" ustices which are deepened 
by our expanded personal ex- 

: : ft* fo r s e l f fu l f i l l r  ■
1 e most b u rd e n s o m e  

aff- etion of the young is un
employment. 1 he scarc ity  of 
jobs has spread like  an 
epide iic  through our c ities, 
eva ting a destructive to ll 
f r  ghetto youth, drawing 
cut the ir resentment and 
anguish. The jobless rate 
a - ; one  returning Vietnam 
veterans is scandalous.nearly 
one of five cannot find work.
I e factory wnere they plan
nee u  *o rk  may have relocat
ed to the suburbs o r cur sue J 
the p ro fit margin to Taiwan o r 
South America, where its 
owners can capitalize on a 
cheap tabor supply.

Howeveij the outlook fo r 
black you« is no ten tire ly  as 
sorr e r  as the picture I have 
des ifed . Despite a re len t
less unemployment problem 
we have moved ahead; despite 
ou r tm prcverishm ent the suc
cesses of our young are not

But these young students 
whose commitment and de-

grounds of poverty have ma
tured into successful, and 
oftimes b r i l l i a n t  profes
sionals engaeed m sc ientific  
and medida! research, edu
cation, scholarly pursuit, 
g vemment services and po li
tic s .

These fledgling carpenters, 
e lec tric ians and sheet metal 
workers were often raised in 
an ionosphere of deprivation 

•
The streets where they played 
*e re  ridden w ith v io lent crim e 
and infested with drug addic- 
t co: perhaps they, atone tim e, 
suffered from  a narcotics habit.

T h e  y'Mrtg have a lw a ys  
mar ;hed in the fron t ranks of 
the iv il rights me ve m en  t.
W hen cur cause was lonely, 
w hen popular sentiment op
posed our aspirations, it was

the mdotnltaMe s p ir it  of youth 
re r t  <ur r  - ve - e-1 d ive .

Y uung Macks, risk ing  ja il, 
tes tings, o r  death fearlessly 
served in the vanguard of

those campaigns so cruc ia l to 
our movement; the freedom 
rides, s it- in s , voter re g is tra 
tion campaigns.

Now, the c o u r s e  of the 
struggle fo r Mack p r o g e s s  
is changing, ( x ir  goal is to 
seex a r e g u la r ,  normalized 
place in society and to do 
th is  in a f irm ly  in te rrac ia l 
fram ew ork. B lack youth-stu
dents, young w orkers, profes

sionals, scholars ire  ow ac
com plishing this, not simply by 
fill in g  a slot m an organization, 
but ly  excelling m t fe i r  chosen 
occupation.

Ge;« rations to come w ill find 
that the omrnicne t md perse
verance of tfese young people 
have do e j great leal tc remove 
d iscrim ination  from  the i s ta 
tions ot A m erica  -o. e ty  • id to 
erase pre udice frw  v e  earta  
and minds of American people.

by Lenwood G. Davis
R e c e n t ly ,  Christopher

Jencks, a Harvard sociologist, 
released a report that stated 
schools do almost nothing to 
close Vie gap terween rich  and 
poor. Moreover, I«  conclud
ed, the quality of the education 
that public elementary and 
high school students receive 
has lit t le  effect on the ir fu
ture income. I t  has teen a 
trad itional notion in the I m us l 
sfates that if a («rson -even 
the poorest ch ild - did well 
ui school he could le tte r  his 
economic condition. T h ls "A -  
merlean D ream " is one thing 
that Blacks have strived to 
achieve and we believe that 
d we got enough education 
we could improve our eco
nomy.- status. F o r s study to 
come along now and say that 
no m atter how much education 
we have we w ill s t i l l  pro
bably not improve uur eco
nomic condition is shocking to 
say t ie  least.

"T h e  c h a r a c t e r  of a 
school's outputdeiends la rge- 
ly  on a single input, namely 
the cha racteris tics  of the 
entering c h ild re n ,"  Jencks 
surm ised. "E ve ry th ing  el se
l l«  school fudget. its polices,
t ie  ch .a rx te i is tics  of th e  
teachers- is e ither secondary 
o r completely ir re le v a n t."

I his report is of pa rticu la r 
concern fo r Black people be
cause it supports t l«  position 
of white rac is ts . Jencks re 
lieves that spending more 
money w ill not greatly Im
prove the quality uf schooling. 
Blacks have known fo r years 
that this conclusion is invalid, 
b e c a u s e  fo r years Black 
schools have not received 
e q u a l financial support as 
compared w ith white schools. 
B lacks have also known that 
if we had received the same 
a m o u n t  of m o n e y  fo i uur 
schools we could have im 
proved the quality of V e in ' 

Ihe  author remarked that 
e v e n  if a ll c h i ld r e n  — 
both Black and W h ite -- could 
be made to score e jua lly  well

on tests, t ie  resu lt would do 
litt le  to erase economic in
equality. F u rthe rm o re , even 
It two students hod t ie  sane 
education, |Q , and f a m i l y  
twckgiouixl, t le y  olten have 
w idely d life i ing income. At 
le a s t  75% of He variation, 
Jencks concludes, "m ust le  
due e n te r  to LUCK or to suti
tle , unmeasuredditferenves in 
PERfvUNAUnr a id  t> N - | | | l . -  
JDB competence! Thus, le  
says, "Instead ol accepting 
t ie  myth that test scores are 
synonymous w i t h  ‘ in te lli
gence' a id  that 'in te lligence ' 
is t ie  key to economic suc
cess, we would do b e t t e r  to 
recognize that economic suc
cess de ie td s  large ly on 
o t le r  (actors,**

As an educator 
disagree w ith most 
conclusions of the
It is an educational (act 

that environment is a most 
im portant factor in a stu
dent's IQ. ft is an education
al fact that students- a id  
especially B lack schools can 
achieve economic success if 
we get ijua lity  education. If 
B lack students do not have 
p ro ie r  motivations and in
centives then they w ill p ro - 
tub ly  lose in terest and faith 
in schools and tiecumedrop-

I I NVVi ,(O  DAVIh

I m u s t  
of tre
reports.

outs. Parenthetically, Black 
students must be encouraged 
to stay ui school,

Jencks* report should not 
aid probably w ill not tarter 
Black people f rum educadon- 
il I >1 tc Itu.bd, il ,,| lives. 
I re re s e a rc ie r 's  conclusion* 
are at le s t tentative a id  

faulty a id  should not le  
taken seriia is ly  ly  B lack*. 
Most ol tlie study has not 
leen tested on desegregated 
schools ui the south. Most 
of ( le  data was taken from 
existing studies ami (Alt in
to a com puter. Hence, if any 
of the data was inco rrec t- 
obviuusly some was- tle r i t ie  
conclusions also had to le  in
co rre c t. I his report noduuht 
w ill lecome re n o w n  fo r
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council seat to the position of 
M ayor, w ill re filled  by 
appointment by the C ity  
Council.

F rom  The New York Times 
September 22, 1972

w ren  Richard Nixon ran 
fo r  the P resdency four years 
ago, re benefited from  the 
po litica l equivalent of the 
statute of lim ita tion s .

i t  was tiresom e, everyone 
agreed, to keep bringing up 
all that old stuff about how 
M r .  Nixon d is to rt« ; J e rry  
V oorh is 's  record in 194b o r 
how he and M urray  Chotmer 
smeared Helen Gahagar. 
Douglas as pro-Com m um tst 
in the Senate campaign in 
1950.

Since Joe McCarthy was in 
his grave,did it  rea lly  m attei 
any more all the nice things 
M r .  Nixon used to say about 
him. o r that ‘e borrowed ard 
re ined  so many of his tech
niques?

So i t  was that in 1966 the 
newest of the many new Nixon* 
wa* allowed to strike a 
Statesman-1 ike pose. Voters 
forgot his bruta l misdeeds of 
b e  1940's and 1950's.
But, of course. veteran 
po litic ians ra re ly  a lte r th e ir  
characters o r th e ir  convic
tions. L ike  the rest of us, 
they are what they are and 
can hardly begin being much 
d iffe ren t at age 55. So M r. 
Nixon has been the kind of 
President that everyth ing in 
his e a r lie r  career had fo re 
shadowed.

M r .  Nixon was elected on a 
"p le d g e " to end th« war, but 
voters m ight have done le tte r  
to reca ll that in 1954 re had 
urged American intervention 
to save the French in V ie t
nam and that as recently as 
1967 he was saying that V ie t
nam was ’ th« cork in the 
bottle of Chinese expansion." 
We m ight then have been able 
to foresee that under M r. 
Nixon another 20,(JU0 A m eri
cans would die in Vietnam, 
that today the P ans peace 
talks would s t i l l  he stalled, 
that more bombs than ever 
wculd he fa lling  on Vietnam 
and that the w ar would s t i l l  
be on the fron t pages.

O r consider character 
• asassinatlon. In 1952. M r .  
Nixon denounced the member* 
of the Truman Adm inistra tion 
fo r the ir fa ilu re  to stand up 
to Communist China. He 
described Governor Stevenson 
as "A d la l the appeaser . . .

who got a I'bJ -. fro::
Acheson's College of Co
w ardly Communist C enta l--

t . ”
In 1969, the same M r.N txun  

sent Vice President Agnew 
out to defame Averell H a rr i
man. In 1972, he sent H.R. 
Haideman, his White House 
Chief of staff, on television 
interview show to say that 
Senator Edmund M usk«  and 
other c r i t i c s  were "con
sciously aiding and ire tting  
the enem y" — a very slight 
paraphrase of 0 «  constitu
tional definement of tre a so r.

Then he had H e rfe rt K it-« , 
his D ire c to r of Commwuca- 
tions, characterize M r.A lus - 
kie as "bo lting  beyond tfe  
bounds of cn tic s m  and dis
sen t."

Having o rc iestra ted thus 
smear campaign, M r .  Nixon 
natura lly tfen came forward, 
wringing his hands, and said, 
" I  do not question the pa trio 
tism  o r  the sincerity of those 
who disagree with my policies 
to bring peace . . . "

In 19So, Vice President 
Muon took partisan c red it fo r 
the Supreme Court’ s school 
desegregation decision. It 
had, he said, leer. . ,evef 
under th« leadership of "a  
great Republican C h « f Jus
tice, E arl W arren ."

The man who made that 
rem ark hecame the President 
who has turned every supreme 
C ourt vacancy into a po lilK  <1 
f« ld  day. When th« Se ate 
quite properly refused tocon- 
f irm  c .  H a rro lI  Cat 
F lorida  fo r  th« Supreme 
Court, President Nixon d is
torted a question of jiersonal 
incompetence into "an  act of 
regional d isc rim in a tio n ."

" I  understand th« l i t t e r  
feeling of m illions of A m eri
cans who live in the South." 
M r .  Nixon declared, presum
ably hoping to p ro fit fo rm  any 
"b itte rn e s s ”  be uuld whip 
UP.

In his f i r s t  national cam
paign In 1952, M r. Nixon was 
shown to he the beneficiary 
of a secret $16,1X10 fund sub
scribed by a clique of Soutli- 
ern C a lifo rn ia  businessmen. 
Twenty years la ter, be be
gins th is  campaign as the 
beneficiary of a secret $10-

m illio n  fund e i le c n ie d  by 
wealthy donors whose names 
he refuses to divulge.

M r .  Nixon entered po litica l 
life  w ith po litica l law yerM ur- 
ray Chotmer as his gray 

eminence. In 1956 a senate 
investigation showed that M r. 
Chotm er was engaged in in
fluence ;saddling. He seemed 
to recede into the background, 
and, in 1958, M r. Nixon told 
Stewart Aisop, " I t  was a 
tradegy that le  (Chotmer- tad 
to get involved In the kind of 
law business that does not 
m ix w ith po litic s .'

T rag ic  o r otherwise, when 
M r .  Nixon arrived  in the 
White House so did M r .  Chot
m er. He is busy in Washing
ton today practicing t l«  "k ind  
of law business" le  always 
ha», doing secret po litica l 
chores fo r the President and 
acting as a conduit fo r hot 
po litica l money from  the da iry  
lobby and other special in
terests. W ith him In the Nixon 
entourage are a number of 
other po litica l fixe rs , w ire - 
bipping hatefetmen and pro
paganda ¡«ddlers. as seedy a 
crowd as ever surrounded any 
C h e f E xecutlve.

In the 1950’s, young M r. 
Nixon was Im itating Joe 
M cCarthy and playing fo r the 
McCartf-y vote. In tfe  1970's 
mature Presldsnt Nixon is im 
itating George C . Wallace and 
playing fo r the W allacite vote.

1 he total u .  S. deaths from  
action by hostile forces In 
Soutteast Asia as of September 
23, 1972, was 45,858. Wounded, 
3O3,4(XJ; current m issing, 1,142; 
current captured o r in terred, 
539,

ONE GIFT WORKS 
MANY WONDERS 

THE UNITED WAY

T

am ■ m  s HR »

Lawrence
DENTIST

S I  B  »** Ave. p*««
*» Iw m «  AWw *  a » ib n | lw

l y f l i n  l i t a  X a irm  f

" M y  w hole fa m ily  reads| 

The Portland O bserver”
Ihe  observer goes to great lengths to se* that its re id e is  
are given concise, lepeitlable news ,- ie ia g r (tom  all , ver 
the globe as well as im p ,rian t local hippenings

1« aware of vital issues «rvl how they affect you.

H on« delivery of the Portland tibseixei is ivailable foi i 
sm all extra chaige in most of the Portland nietm polttan area.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I
or your subscription, serai to;
Portland (ibserve i 
P.t i. Box 1137 
Portland, (J iegon 9?_’08

$5 0 0  for 
52 itiu ie»

Address

State A Z ip  ------—

Apt. if *ny -  •- r e i ------------

I


