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As I See It
The Oregon Black Agenda
Part III

Unity in diversity

ALFRED LEE FENDE RSON
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Governor, please 
broaden the circle

Governor Tom M cCall has appointed eiever. blacks to state 
boards and commissions and one black udge in his s ix  years in 
o ffice . Four of the appointees are on the Commission on Human 
R ights. Out of718 board and commission members, th is is a poor 
record, but i t  is  te tte r  than bis predecessors.

A glance at Governor M cC a ll's  appointees shows that most 
are employees of the state, the federal government or of federally 
iu-n-ed programs whose funds are contro lled by the state. Fave 
Lydey and Charles Jordon are employed by Model C lues and 

C lara  Peoples by a Model C ities funded agency. Hazel Hays 
works fo r  the Portland Development Commission, which is 
funded by the c ity and operates m a ir jy  on money from  the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. E ll is  Casson 
worxs fo r  the U 4 .  Highway Department. Chalm ers Jones, Ron 
Stratton and T e rry  Johnson work fo r  the state. Mercedes Deiz

was employed by the state at the tim e she was appointed to the 
D is tr ic t  Court , then while a state judge, was appointed to the 
Commission on Human Rights.

Only Herb Amerson and Conrad McConnell are in private 
industry.

The white appointees are seldom public employees but are 
people in business and industry, fa rm ers  and ranchers, profes­
sional people and ever, housewives.

We would not in fe r that these black appointees can re contro l­
led because they are public employees. I t  is  proper that they 
received these appointments. But the c irc le  should be broadened 
and a la rge r segment of the black community represented

Possibly tr«  appointments have been large ly confined to agency 
people »cause they are the ones that come to the attention of the 
G overnor. I f  so, then he and his advisors must seek out other 
blacks who ccxild serve ably, because there are many qualified 
a-nd responsible black people who do not make the headlines.

(Reprinted from  the August 31 issue of the PCR TLAM
OBSERVER by popular demand.

Representatives of the Albina M in is te ria l A lliance, the
\A A C r  and the Lrben League selected two black men to 1« 
presented tc the city council fo r  appointment to Com m issioner 
N e il Goldschm idt's seat. In selecting two candidates, the o r- 
sanitations sought to avoid giving the com m issioners a eas> 
way out i f  one candidate dues not meet the ir appr va l.

. here is some advantage to uniting behind one candidate 
and presenting a solid front on his behalf. There is also ad­
vantage to provid ing a number of acceptable .andidates from  
am.ong whom the com m issioners can make a selection. With 
three o r m ore candidates, each w ith the support of a portion 
of the community, i t  w ill he d iff ic u lt  fo r  the city comm issioners 
to say a qualified black cannot be found.

T e  white press and the white power structure can use this 
opportunity to say the black community is divided, i ut the 
black community is  not divided - -  i t  is un ite ! in its 
goal to he represented on the c ity  council. It is  only 
natural that in a d ive rs ified  population of over 20.U00 
persons there would he differences of opinion as to who would 
be the best person to serve in this capacity. And we can no 
longer govern our actions by what we expect to he the reaction 
of the white press.

The action of AMA, NAACP and the Urban League are in 
no way a re flection on ffe  Black Caucus o r on Chalmers

1 ' - - . s i  t ’
a.-xi ea_ person who attended the Community Convention 
whether a member of the B lack Caucus and, or other organiza- 
tions, xcted as an ind iv idual. Attendance at the Conference 
was sm all, tu t  the vote reflected the opinion of those prese t, 

i f  vote cou. : . . way he Hading w «11 Mack cfttM BS.
The Black Caucus is an im portant movement fo r the future 

of black people in Oregon. We look to i t  w ith great hope 
pa rncu ia rly  ,n the po litica l area. But it is a young orgamza- 
Uon and at th is tim e cannot speak fo r the black community 
w ith one voice. • ’

The Albina M in is te r ia l A lliance, represe-tm g nearly 50 
churches, the NAACP and the Urban League, through th e ir 
elected o ffic ia ls , represent approxim ately 18,000 black reople 
and a .number of whites. These three organizations have a 
long record of accomplishment in Portland and have a re liab le 
constituency.

AMA, the NAACP and the Urban League are not attempting 
to -«gate the action of the Community Council o r to force the ir 
wishes on the community — they m ere ly want to he involved 
in tne p o i i t id l  li fe  of the community.
. 5 *  W o r ta n t  issue is that the c ity  council knows that we 
the black people of Portland, want and believe we are en­
titled  to representation and that the only way that representa­
tion w ill come m the foreseeable future is  through appointment.
I f  any of these black men. o r any other black person is 
appointed, the community must unite behind him to provi le 
the encouragement and support he w ill need. And the ap­
pointee. on the other hand, must understand that he was nut 
m Us position by (tie black community and that his decisions 
m ust re flec t the needs and aspira tions of black people as well 
as the overall benefits of the PEOPLE of Portland

By Lenwood C . Davis

The Oregon Black Agenda 
addresses its e lf p r im a r ily  to 
B lack people in the State of 
Oregon. PRIMARILY is the 
key word. We Blacks fully re ­
alize that even though Black 
people are oppressed we are 
NOI i t *  only gioup in Am eri­
ca that is oppressed. There­
fore, as the Agenda slates, as 
B lacks move toward funda­
mental social changes, we do 
not march alone, to r forces ol 
oppression transcend color 
l i n e s .  Furtherm ore, t ie  
changes which this Agenda 
ca lls  fo r also lite ra liz e  
Brown, Red and Yellow broth­
e rs . Even some whites who 
siiu-erely te lieve  in freedom, 
ustice indequaliry w ill jo in  us 
in form ing a beautiful rainbow , 
moving like proud w a rrio rs  
into t ie  70's, sweeping away 
in e iu a lioe s  te fo re  us.

I le  po litica l section shows 
ore avenue of how Blacks 
in U e state of Oregon can 
sweep away t ie  inequalities 
against Blacks - gain po litica l 
power. A lte ra ll, the po litica l, 
economic and educational sys­
tems are so interwoven that it 
is absurd to te lieve  Hat we 
can com la t one without at­
tacking a ll ot them. Hence, 
as one statesman declared, 
"seek ye t ie  'p o lit ic a l king­
dom* f ir s t  and a ll others w ill 
come la te r ."

The preface of the po litica l 
section of the Agenda states 
0 «  position of t ie  Oregon 
Black Caucus, namely:

" H e  plight of Black people 
in the state of Oregon has leeri

T h e
O bservation

A little -no ticed  change r  the National school I unci. . . .  
force close to LS n.iiiius yuungsters currently receiving 

school lunch off the ro lls .
A senate Agriculture subcommittee, (waded by senator James 

Allen, D -A la ., has approved a change m the A t whl e uld 
not reimburse states that ave school lunch e lig ib ility  sta,»iar is 
higher than 15 per cent above the federal poverty guidelines, 
o r )u per cent above t ie  guidelines lo r  reduced price  lunches.

The (louse in late June approved a h ill which ,.ntained lim its  
of 25 fo r free lunches and 50 per cent fo i tlw reduced price 
lunches, allowing children t la t  are a l i t t le  te tte r  off |, take 
p t r t  in the school Lunch Program .

But the Nixon A dm in is tra tion la s  asked fo r tlw  figure-. , , n- 
tained in t ie  subcommittee b ill.

The poverty guidelines fo r t ie  school lun. I program le g in ­
ning io September will be >4410 per yeet (ot a family (four, 
as set by t ie  Department of A gricu ltu re .

But under the subcommittee’ s proposal, states could raise 
that to $4.716 fo r free lunches, and $5,343 fo r reduced price 
(uncles.

Those ceilings, however, are lower tian  ceilings already set 
in most areas.

" I t  w ill cause some problems to son« s ta tes ." s a il an 
assistant to senator Herman lia r.edge . H-Ga.. chairm an of 
the fu ll Senate A gricu ltu re Com m ittee.

E a r l ie r  th is year, senator George M cCovern's select Com­
m ittee on N u trition  and Human Needs, estimated Bat more 
than 14 m illio n  children would lave to le  dropped from  the 
program , i f  the A dm in is tra tio  guidelines are followed.

The Agricultu re Department said s lightly more tian  8 m illio n  
children were partic ipating at the end of the year in t ie  pro­
gram . M ore tian  10 m illio n  children are cu rren tly  e lig ib le  
fo r  the program .

A t

sanctiotwd and peqetuated ly  
Oregon's |H ilitica l system. 
This is because t ie  state's 
po litica l system is one that is 
dedicated to t ie  preservation 
of White power. It was this 
White po litic  that made ( i egoii 
one of t ie  most a n ti-B la c k  
states outside of Uw south. It 
was th is White [volitic tla tw a s  
responsible fo r He d is fra n ­
chisement of Black people. 
White po litics  is the po litics  
of rac ism .”

I le  Black Agenda continues
a . .

must nwr obtain po litica l pow­
e r  and use that powet lo fu r ­
ther tlw  goals ol t ie  Black 
com m unity. Unlike those who 
and have no program  fo r  Black 
survival or social change, t ie  
Dragon Black Caucus d ies  
have program s fo r Black sur­
vival and social change, ( ire  
of the program s is in He p o li­
tical arena. 1 h e re to » , Black 
people must now "ob ta in  p o li­
tica l powet and use P a l power 
to d i r t ie r  the goals of He

Black community . I t is o u r  in ­
tention to present a piano! ac­
tion designed to create a p o li­
tica l awareness w ith in t ie  
B lack community aimed at 
a lleviating the existing s|*o li- 
tica l Condition. Io  that end: 
(•)  We must eilucate Black 
people that, short ol revo lu­
tion, 0 «  po litica l arena is  0 «  
last place w le re  they might 
leg itim ize  the ir light lo t fre e ­
dom. (b,i We must undertake a 
program  to educate out jeople 
about 0 «  most fundamental 
aspects of local, state and fed­
e ra l government, (c) We must 
m obilize Black partic ipation 
in the po litica l process, by a 
voter education program a nd 
follow through w ith a vigorous 
v te r reg is tra tion  d r i v e :
(d) We must de fne  0 «  re - 
sponsd l in e s  oi Blacks run- 

ing fo rp o litic a l otfice;(e) We 
must urge unity in our voting 

1 a 11. e. I ia. k l Io. v. I;: g is 
essen tia l to t ie  presentation 
of Black p o l i t i c a l  hoy«;
( f  Black ¡«ople must tecume 
i via l le force w i0iin tie e x is t-

Green writes off Blacks
The UJs. House of Representatives, approving 282 to 102 

a shameful b ill which seems to curb the federal court’ s au­
tho rity  to deal with one of the centra l issues of American 
life  —  school desegregation and equal opportunity in 
education represents a tru ly  disguised return to the old
code words fo r  J im  C row is im , "separate but equal,”  and a 
d ire c t attack upon the powers of the courts.

What makes it  shameful is its  resurrection of the busing 
issue as a cynical e lection-year tact. I t  represented a text 
book example of shoddy po litica l handling of a crucia l issue. 
I t  opens old wounds and provides no co-s truc tive  so utions.

The people in Portland were ill-se rve d  by Representative 
Edith Greer, who joined in the attempt to lim it  the power of 
the federal court system.

Not that the solution to the problems of school segregation 
is an easy one. It may t *  the most d iff ic u lt issue facing this 
country since the C iv il W ar. Thia is precisely why the country 
should expect, ever, in an election year, responsib le and con- 
sc tenuous action from  its elected representatives.
n  *Preser,tltJve Ld ith Green as w ritten Albina off her lis t.  
I f  she rea lly  comes to campaign in Albina (Black Community).
i J o i  001 0121 of tc r  IS cornrnunity. but because of

P o litica l expediency” . Her views on busing are much worse 
d an President N ixon's. Tune and tim e again Edith Green 
haa shown net only to Blacks in Oregon but to Blacks and 
m ino ritie s  across Am erica that she is rea lly  "T he  Enemy”  
fo r Justice and Equality fo r  Blacks and m inorities who live
across the tracks.

The delate centered around the question: Can a resonable 
program of busing be a proper and constitutional tool fo r deal­
ing with segregated schools1

Back in A p ril of 1971, the L J>. Supreme Court said it can.
I he courts were forced into a centra l ro le In school desegre­
gation over the years because other branches of government 
defaulted. Edith Creen was ■ prim e factor in the movement. 
She a lio  wants to do away with CEO program . She lo ts  not 

the poor ha* tn8 • »o'ce about the ir own Iestiny.
F ina lly , the b ill unwisely would force a confrontation between 

the courts and the legislative and executive branches of govern­
ment. I t  should be defeated sum m arily by the Senate.

Another point of view
From the

Eugene «egister-iSuaeii
The old, the new, the paradoxical Nixon

Lanwood D a v it

mg po litica l system, o(W rating 
from  an indeiemlent power 
base; (gj We must e lim inate 
0 «  requirement üiat e le i ted 
Officials have an automatic 
righ t to le  a representative lot 
0 «  National Black Assembly. 
1 his provision breeds d iv i­
sions in t ie  Black National As­
sembly and frequently is 0«  
basis lo r m isrepresentation of 
Black opinion nationally. It 
also sustains t ie  present two- 
party system which may nut le  
ui 0 «  le s t interests ol Black 
people nationally, (h- W emust 
devise a community lia ison 
letween elected o ffic ia ls  and 
0 e  commun ty; (l) We must
establish  a ih iI h i , i l  re la tio n ­
ship on .1 statew ide basis w ith 
a ll m inority groups to form a 
via l le coalition of Our I world 
unity.

Blacks in Oie state ol O re­
gon ate less tep tesen tn l in 
po litics  (lian In any other a rea . 
Io  date. Here are only four 
B la .k  electcil publu <i(ftclals 
in 0 «  state, even diungh 
l la ik s  numtei nearly n.’.iKXJ. 
In o t l« r  words, it a ll 28,316 
Blacks led a tty ut its own we 
would le  0 «  seventh largest 
c ity in Oregon, which means 
U a l a ll inwns with less tlian 
28.316 have ele. ted o ffic ia ls  
representing them and Blacks 
do not: the re fo re . B lacks in 
Oregon Ml x I reg is te r. MVS I 
vote, and M l s |  supportoN I A 
those while candidates ilia t 
support b ills  and program s 
0iat can teneht Black i«ople>

(NOTE: Part IV of "T h e O re ­
gon Bla k Agenda" w ill a ire a r  
tex t week.)
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Six weeks ago, George McGovern looked out upon America 
and saw it  going to ha lf. He asked it  to come home.

W e d n - I iy  n i j it, R ic h a 'l x'lxori looked cut upon Am erica and 
saw i t  c loser to heaven than ever before. He urged i t  to keep 
going.

That's how it  seemed from  this side of the television screen, 
anyway.

These two men who want to serve as President during the 
fou r years 0 iat w il l lead to the nation's 200th anniversary make 
the same set of facts on issue a fte r issue add to grossly d if­
feren t sums.

They do agree that they are in almost fu ll disagreement. In 
attacking what he detects as 0 «  man’ s alien and radical p h il­
osophy, M r .  Nixon made i t  c lear that he w ill make McGovern 
the leading issue of his campaign. McGovern likew ise was 
even more e xp lic it: " ...n e v e r underestimate the power of 
Richard Nixon to bring harmony to Dem ocratic ranks. He is 
our unwitting un ifie r and 0 «  fundamental issue of th is cam ­
pa ign.’ ’

One does not reca ll even the Goldwater-Johnson campaign, 
in which extrem ism  tecame an issue as such, yielding rhe t­
o r ic  in which opponents have painted each o ffe r  in such sharp 
contrast.

McGovern evokes Jonathan Edwards when he caffs fo r  an 
end to the sins oi "secrecy  and deception in high places ...the 
entrenchment of special p r iv ile g e ."  He makes in black and 
white: "T h is  is  t ie  tim e fo r tru th ,no t falsehood...And this is a 
tim e not fo r  death, but fo r li fe . ”

P resident Nixon In lum  sees his opponent as an agent of

potential destruction of a su :cessful economic system arid a 
successful Am erican ro le l r  the w o rld . The McGovern p ro­
posals fo r  Vietnam and fo r reduced defense spending would

.e tray  our a llies and des. y respect fo r  t ie  United states 
the t l d ”  * r<1 ' * k’  th l*  ’ * COnd • ‘ ’■'’ " S " '  naflon

H e Nixon acceptance speed reminded us again of the para­
dox that this man lias come to represent. 71« speech itse lf 
sounded much like  t ie  old Nlxr n who used to le  the nemesis of 
every li te ra l in 0 e  land. Its simple points anil pointed phras­
es reflected the kind of ”  America f i r s t "  pa trio tism  and free en­
te rp rise -w o rk  eth ic economics that appeal to the righ t. 

Yet bis actions in office have been out of plase w ith that ph il­
osophy. He has Imposed wage snd price  controls to halt in­
fla tion, he has bu ilt d ip lom atic bridge: to the two giants of 
w orld  communism, .nd despite th e fee that 1« described 
McGovern s guaranteed minimum income an as having " in ­
sulted 0«  inte lligence of the Am erican vo te is .”  M r.N lxo n  lias 
d e ta i/0 C° ngreSS 8 p,* n that ”  8 in il,* r  ‘n both p rinc ip le  snd

He seems to have found a way to furn ish 0 «  words that hold 
the moderate righ t and actions Oet hold the moderate le ft. 
He would appear lo occupy such an expansive center of e lec t­
ora l po fx ila rlty as to leave no room fo r  successful challenge.

But then, this is a year in which George McGovern has 
pro fited from  the fact that voters themselves are («having 
paradoxica lly. I hat makes it  at least as hard to predict the out­
come of the election as to predict 0 «  next move of R lcliard 
Nixon.

|"M y whole family reads 

The Portland Observern
TThe observer goes lo great lengths t.. see that its  le s . le is  
■ are given oncise , lepem lable news . ..verage f i..m  j l l  ,,ver 
I t l e  globe as well . r  imp. it. in i lo i al h.ippc-rnng .

I l le  awaie of v ita l Issues and how Hey affect you.
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