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most effective
rFurthermore, we must et
ar publi fficials know that

we are holding them to their
election pledges that all peo=

ple should be represented bry

government I'his community
-onvention that wil be held
Within the next few weeks will
glve unity t the Hlack

munity because every Hlack

organization, club, and g roup
will be asked to partic ipate
in this « onvention It is time
for Black Portl nderstu sejze

the time, for it is ours|
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aSk about capital punishment.
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reviou Y punishable
ieath? The second Juesti
Regardles f its effective-
ness, in the death pena

De applied equally and fair
o a persons convicted f
Capital crimes? Some repre-

entative case histories

help t« rovide answer
those questions,
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In the earlier lays of our
Own country, ten men were
hanged for murderous on=-

spilracy In Pennsylvania on

June 2l, 1877 «- a mass exe-
cution which might have
SIrved as an exa iple ardl a
warning to all would=be crj-
ninals. Indeed, the New Y ork

Host »Marr,rnl./w}arr'..r'..'.'._-_
“"We may be certain that the
severity of the |aw

will deter the most

pitiless
wiCked
from anyth Ing like imitation of
these crimes.” Yet, the night
after the executions of these
ten men, two of the withesses
at the
ind within two
the prosecutors had met the
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trial were murdered
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For the past several weeks
we have been involved in the

challenge to the ).
Convention

iley selected
lelegates, I'his
iersed us in a direct

confrontation with the mayor

has imnm

and the 59 persons whom the
Democratic rganization of
Cook County slated to take

seats as delegates and alter-
nates to the Democratic Na-

tional Convention jn July.
I'he Alternate Nelegation
has contended that the selec-

tion of the
fundamentally
and in
to the McGovern
which had been idopted by
the Democratic National Com-

[Nelegation was
indemocratic "
opposition

Reforms

liametr ic

mittee over a year g We
have contended that the pre

cedures used to select the
delegates were lesigned 1«

exclude blacks, women, other
minorities and young
under the age of 30,

What is important tounder-
stand s the real issue behind
the challenge. There is much
talk by so-called political
experts about Mctovern be ing
a “loser.,"”

What they are really saying
Is that this year the question
of who will control the [Jemo-
cratic Party is the Issue,
I'he old Democratic Wil r=-
horses have already suffe red
sethacks dur ing the
primaries ., ., , am
gate challenges have Arved
to point up the Neanderthal
character of the party's ap-
paratus,

I'he leaders of both puliti=
cal parties had been running
them like private clubs, A
reform challenge In New York
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primary
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ler who head
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W years of age,

I'he question of who will
get a if the action is
now very real and

plece
open to
options and possibilities that
Id not previously exist, |If
party control shifts, then the
nposition of those who re-
2sent the Party at
level, including the national
legislative level or the House
and Senate, will also have to
hange . As far back as a
year and a half ago, Mayor
Richard Hatcher of Gary was
paving the way fur
tion of these reforms by using
his skillful  leadership to
Buarantee that blacks would
be given at least 20 per cent
of all ommittees, comm ittee

pt every

the adop-

I.'h.u:n,mwhum, floor posi-
tions and housing . . . inother
words 20 per cent of every=
thing since blacks could

demonstrate a consistent re-
cord of support for the [Jemo-
Ccratic party which had been
little rewarded by the party
Itself,

iNce we are not a m 1jority
in the electorate in any but
1 strategic few
ounties, it is neces iary that
we would work In coalition
with those Interests
and concerns are similar and
who, for the most part, have
been locked out of the politi=
cal process, and especially
ipparatus, It is
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