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brought to the attention of the E d ito r.
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Black political unity:
A priority for Oregon

There are many ways to attack oppression and one of them 
is politics. Po litics does not consist of m erely  putting names 
on the ballot or casting a vote on election day. P o litics  is a 
power game and we ate  operating from  a position of powerless­
ness.

This is a political land we live in, and it is foolish to think we 
can accomplish anything without using the political system that 
has been built -  regardless of our philosophical view of that 
system. We cannot dism iss any means to further our course, 
whether that means is our own or someone e lse 's . When we 
are tru ly involved in the political process and build a strong 
base of po itlcal power, then we can change that process.

As a unified group with common goals and expectations and 
a plan of implementation, we could begin to build a base of pow­
e r . Politicians who are elected to represent us d irec tly , as 
those from  our legislative d is tric ts , would be made to under­
stand that they are responsible to us. They would know that 
they can no longer be exploiters of naive black people. These 
politicians who we are not d irec tly  responsible for putting into 
office would rea lize  that we are  potentially a power with which 
they must reckon.

A small group of citizens reacting from  a position of wear­
ness, fragmented and apathetic, cannot yield influence on the 
political and economic forces that are now in control. But a 
■nail group of citizens who are united, who are involved at all 
levels of the political spectrum, and who unde rstand the politi­
cal process, can become a powerful force.

The Oregon Black Caucus can be the vehicle to build this uni­
ty. There Is aplace intheCaucus fo r every black person -  re­
gardless of political theory, economic su m s, age . reducation. 
Only through an organization of this type can the black commu­
nity get together, draw up p rio rities , plan a course of action 
and present a united front to our oppressors.

Buy Black!
It  amazes many to see black people, y e a ra fte r year, spending 

the ir money in business establishments that have a negative 
art nude toward us and our community.

W ith it. the heart of Albina there are businesses that will not 
hire blacks and that do not contribute anything to the .rgan iza - 
tlons and agencies of the community. They are In A I ’ ’na to 
make money —  and that is th e ir only concern.

And even m ore sed is the fact that black businesses are  
falling because of lack of trade. We spend our money with 
the racist white businessman and let our own black businesses 
starve. It Is d ifficu lt to s ta r ts  business. Expenses are i.igt^ 
especially in the beginning. Those among us who are brave 
enough tc take this step need our encouragement and supper 
I t  is easy enough to point with pride as a successful black 
business o r to m oum when one fa ils , bi here were we when 
trade was scarce, when we might have hao ;o pay a little  more  
than at the superm arket next door?

A litt le  pride and a little  discretion can go a long way. why  
spend your money where you can’ t work? Why support some­
one who has no respect fo r you?

Why not spend another mcxle and trade with the black busi­
ness o r with the white business that hires blacks and is part 
of the community? Unless we support these businesses they 
cannot exist and we w ill continue to see our resources drained 
away by uncaring white business establishments.

It  is easy to see if there are  blacks employed in a store; to 
check your Mack papers and see who pays to advertise fo r  
your trade; to see who supports youth activities; to learn who 
contributes to community services.

Only when these businesses learn that black people will 
no longer buy from  racists w ill there be a change.

The Observer*a official position is expressed only in its Pub­
lisher's  Column (The Observation Post) and the Edttor*s[>esk. 
Aey other m aterial throughout the paper Is the opinion of the in -' 
dividual w rier ot submitter and does not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of the O bserver.

T h e
O bservation

P O S T

Schomburg Library 
saved
Fhe Schonibuig Co lection of Negro L ite ra tu re  and A rt 

has been a *  a riled >2lA),XX) by the National Endowment for 
t ie  Humanities. the  Schomburg Collection, which is owned 
by t ie  New Y ork  Public 1 ib rary , has been housed in a tenemant 
en 135th Street in H arletn . where lack of storage fac ilities  ami 
dampness and weather change have contributed to the d e te r- 
ic. mon of its precious m anuscripts. Black scholars have long 
implored the City of New York anil foundations to save the col­
lection.

The Schomburg Collection contains the heritage of Mack 
people and has long been one of the most Important centers In 
the world fo r  the study of blacks. It  includes works by auth­
ors of African descent, books, manuscripts, recordings, per- 
lodicals, sheet music, and art objects by and about Mack people.

The collection was begun by A rthur A, Schomburg, a Puerto  
Rican of African descent, who through the years amassed one 
of the D ig es t and most important lib ra ries  devoted to Macks. 
During the early  1920’ s. when the 135th Street L ib ra ry  found It 
impossible to keep enough books on blacks on its shelves, a 
committee of black scholars includingSchomburg,JamesWeldon  
Johnson, H, H . Harrison and John N a il, decided to preserve  
books that were d ifficu lt to replace. The community responded 
«ith  gifts from  private lib ra ries  and the reference room of the 
:35th Street L ibra ry became a center foi students of black history 
and culture. The collection was purchased in 1925 by the Carnegie  
Corporation and given to the New York Public L ib ra ry . Many 
original manuscripts of early  black w n te rs  -  Gustavus Vaasa. 
Benjamin Eanneker, Jupitor Harm on, Lemuel Hynes, Ira  A l­
dridge, C rum m el. Blyden -  are a part of the Collection.

Black scholars have been concerned about the condition of 
the Collection aixl afraid much of it would be lost. Now the 
Collection w ill 1» saved. The g ift w ill enable cataloguing and 
storage so that it can be used fo r research.

Now the battle to save the Schomtxirg Col ection may be over. 
Thanks a re in o rder fo r the dedicated staff that protected the 
Collection during its worst days.

—  Letters to the Editor —
Put people programs first
To the Editor:

A great deal of public dis­
cussion regarding the Coun­
ty’ s fiscal c ris is  and the re ­
sulting service cuts has taken 
place. W hile there has been 
some m isinform ation and 
some oversim plification this 
examination is . 1 believe, of 
real benefit.

It  has not beer, commonly 
understood what services are 
provided by the County. Many 
continue to think of county gov­
ernment as ru ra l government, 
although most of the real ac­
tion Is in the area of urben 
human services. Demands fo r  
more " la w  and order,'* health 
and environmental protection, 
and responsiveness from  gov­
ernment are ever increasing. 
These increasing demands, 
coup led with a enppi mg infla­
tionary sp ira l, a fa m ilia r fac­
tor to fam ily  tudgets.equals a 
need fo r m ore resources. The 
inflationary impact on fam ily  
budgets and the dependence of 
local government on the prop­
erty  U x  does litt le  to motivate 
the c itizenry  to pass revenue 
m easures. The closeness of 
local government allows It 
to become the most convenient 
place fo r people to vent then  
fru s tra tio n .

It  has been said that the Fed­
era l Government has the re­
sources. the state govern­
ments have the authority, and

the local governments have the 
problems. If the national de­
fense budget could he halved 
and the saving be sent to local 
governments, Oregon's share 
would be enough to totally e l i ­
minate the property tax.

The tax system in Am erica  
stinks. Many Am ericans are 
not paying the ir fa ir  share. 
The wage earn er who files  a 
W -2 form  has no access to g i­
ant loopholes to "take  advan­
tage" to reduce his taxes to 
little  o r nothing. Some A m er­
icans are super rich , yet avoid 
paying taxes. Twenty percent 
of our people are In an upper 
income strata and are "m ak­
ing It*’ at anywherefrum  a lev­
el form erly  reserved for re ­
alty to one of living f rly 
com fortably. Sixty per ent 
are just making itan dareaM e  
to pay the ir b ills . But twenty 
per cent are not making it at 
a ll. Yes. 1 agree, we are In 
need of great and sweeping tax 
reform . It  must start at the 
Federal level and work down.

M y own position during the 
budget slashing sessions (a  
m inority  of one) was one of 
putting people programs firs t  
by taking a large sum from  the 
gas tax fund and transferring  
It to the general fund. M y fe l-  
low Board members dis­
agreed. Such an action might 
well have found Multnomah

County in the courts defending 
this " r a id "  on dedicated 
funds. The m ajority position 
may «e ll be sounder and with­
out question a safer interpre­
tation o! the Oregon Constitu­
tion relating to gas tax funds.

I was prepared to run the 
risk of a court test because I 
feel a community thatdoesnot 
provide for lib ra ries  which 
promote tleas and Intellectual 
activity, health protection, 
help for kids In trouble, and 
a justice system with justice 
has no business spending 
money fo r roads and public 
works. This is not to say that 
storm drains, road mainte­
nance, safety devices, and the 
: ike are unimportant, for they 
are also needed. In my set of 
v- es, however, they are of 
1« t r  p rio rity  in maintaining

thy society.
xts* are indeed complex 

m atters of the f irs t order, and 
we should not engage in the 
fru itless luxury of oversim ­
plification or scapegoating. In 
these times of massive and 
p e ll-m e ll change when all of 
our Institutions are strained to 
the ir foundations, we must 
seek real answers and solu­
tions. The discussion should 
continue to that end.
Sincerely,

Donald E . C lark
County Com m issioner

Alcohol greater killer
To the E ditor:

Advocates of gun control 
have attracted a fa ir  amount 
of attention for th e ir concern 
»  behalf of about 20,000 L’JS. 
civilians killed each year by 
guns. That’ s about55 perday. 
A better case fo r all gun con­
tro l might exist, though, when 
combat deaths are considered 
too. If  a ll wars and m ilita ry  
engagements this country ever 
has participated in «eregoing  
on today, the total daily UJS. 
combat deaths, together with 
current c iv ilian  gun deaths, 
would amount to 467 killed per 
day. One might think (he end 
had come.

However, when this figure is 
compered with the greatest 
k ille r  of a ll > alcoholism -  one 
wonders why there isn't any 
concern about the 41X1,000 
Am ericans that die annually 
from  this sickness. That’ s 
more than 1.100 per day.

Why? Probably because the 
"pow ers that he" don't want 
information put out that might 
disturb the "s y s te m " . And

when you question a trem en­
dous source of revenue for 
government and  business 
you’ ll find many deaf ears in 
Congress. Alcohol consum e  
tion likely w ill not be outlawed 
but a substantial amount can 
be replaced by something les t 
harmful than smoking ci­
garettes. Tobacco Is addic­
tive; marijuana is not.

If w e 're  concerned about 
youth, look in any bar on Satur­
day night and it probeMy w ill 
be packed with young men and 
women -  future alcoholics if 
they aren’ t already. If  public 
awareness ot Che damage by 
alcohol, by fa r the greatest 
k ille r  of all.causes the subse­
quent legalization of m a ri­
juana as a substitute, then thia 
country w ill have done more 
for the people on a scale that 
this or any other country ever 
has done before.

The Oregon Legislature w ill 
consider changes In the law on 
marijuana in the next session. 
The question la -  w ill (hey deal

As I See It
White Businesses
in the Black Community — Part 1

By Lenwood C , Davis

Most tesklents In the Black 
community in Portland are un­
aware that we a repaying rela­
tively more than whites for our 
housing, durable goods, and 
fo a l, in the Black community 
and getting a much lower qua­
lity  of food than whites m oth­
e r  parts of the c ity . Perhaps, 
one of the reasons why we do 
not realize  chat we are paying 
these higher prices is that we 
do not shopoutsale of the Black 
community, tine needs only to 
go to other areas of thec ity to  
see the difference in quality. 
Surveys have teen conducted 
nationwide to show that>3 ,0 (»

Congress and courts
on busing
By D r .  Benjamin E . Mays

A n t i -b u s in g  sentiments 
have united the North and 
South. Both Houses of Con­
gress have passed the m am ­
moth education b ill with an an- 
tl-tusm g  artic le  attached to It. 
No one clothed In his right 
mind would fight the education 
b ill, a bill that would provide 
approximately 19 billion dol­
lars  for colleges and universi­
ties in the next three years.

This b ill would aid all col­
leges, especially Black col­
leges for a student may get as 
much as $1400 a year on his 
school expenses. The oppo­
nents of busing knew that If 
they could make anti-bus mg a 
part of a 19-b llllon-dollar 
package, it would get through 
Congress.

in "B lack money" buy only (he 
equivalent of >2,51» in "w hite  
money.** Blacks have known 
for a long tim e that we pay a 
"c o lo r tax "  In higher prices  
for food and other consumer 
products, as well as, in in­
stallment cred it charges. The 
increasing unrest t o w a r d  
these practices could have se­
rious repercussions In the 
Black community to higher 
prices fo r SUBSTANDARD  
goals ami services could re­
sult in fa r  more "selective  
buying" by Blacks than what 
we have been doing in the past. 
Ihe  Black community should

Now a m oratorium  has heen 
dec I a red on any new busing aid  
on busing that has been acted 
favorably upon by a Federal 
Court but which Is under ap­
peal. This w ill continue until 
January, 1974, or untill all 
cases under appeal have teen 
ajialicated. The next result is 
and w ill 1« to slow down de­
segregation in the North and 
in the South.

the  Richmond Case con­
solidating Richmond, Ches­
terfie ld  aid  Henrico Counties 
school systems has been de­
nied by the Fourth C ircu it 
Court of Appeal. It w ill no 
doubt be appealed to thel nited 
Supreme Court. I he education 
bill aid  its busing moratorium  
w ill in all probability be signed 
into law before this a rtic le  is 
w ritten .

Two things have happened 
here in Atlanta. The D is tric t 
Court has denied aproposal by 
the NAACP which would re­
quire that a m ajority of each 
school in Atlanta be black, 
ranging from  55 per cent to 87 
p erc e n t. This plan would have 
required massive busing. 7 he 
NAACP plan requning this 
was a plan worked out by D r .  
Stoiee of M iam i Lntve ratty In 
Flo rida .

Ih e  court said in summary 
that the Stoiee Plan would 
hasten the day when Atlanta 
would become an all -  black 
school system and that since 
1967 segregation In the Atlanta 
Public Schools has beenJueto 
de facto forces. It is the opin­
ion of this w rite r chat the 
Stoiee Plan would do what the 
courts say since the Atlanta 
Public School System has bean 
becoming Macker and blacker 
since 1953.

In 1953 the black-white ratio  
was approximately 70 per cent 
white and 30 per cent black. In 
1972 the white enrollm ent is 
27 per cent and the Mack en­
rollm ent is 73 per cent. A t­
lanta is an independent school 
system with five adjacent 
counties having a m ajority  
of whites. To Institute the 
Stoiee Plan would make It easy 
for whites to flee Into e ither 
one of the counties adjacent to 
Atlanta.

What Is the solution to dlls 
while Bight from  (he Central 
City? If  the U . S. Supreme 
Court upholds t ie  Richmond 
Case, It might well be that 
this would be the next step for 
xher school systems In the 

United States to follow.
The ACLU has Just filed 

a suit requesting the consoli­
dation of nine school systems 
in M etropolitan A tlanta. This 
would Include Metropolitan  
Atlanta, five adjacent counties 
and three city systems. Such 
a plan would certainly make 
the white flight m oredtfficu lt.

with It In light of the needs of 
people, or the needs of the 
"system "?
Wayne L . Johnson
4366 N jE . 41st Ave.
Albany, Oregon

WASHINGTON

BRIEFS

Scientology
D ear Editor:

I recently found that your 
paper carried  our press re­
lease regarding the Church of 
Scientology's 22ndAnniversa­
ry, (Thursday, May 18th). I 
certainly hope that the artic le  
was of Interest to your read­
ers .

Thsnk you for helping make 
known our church's plans for 
helping the community, 
sincerely.
Rev. Steven R, Heard
The Church of Scientology of

Washington State
910 E llio tt Avenue W.
»tattle , Washington 98119

ih e  U , S. Justice f repart 
ment w ill attack racial dis­
crim ination In f ire  depart­
ments in Los Angeles. Chi­
cago and Birm ingham . A ll 
face action under (he 1964 
C iv il Rights Act which last 
M arch was extended to cov­
e r state and local employees

Of the anti-busing legisla­
tion passed by Congress, Rep. 
Augustus Hawkins (b -C a llf)  
said the measure "suspends 
the constitutional rights of 
black children. It not only ef­
fects busing of children but 
even those who walk tr 
school."

no longer patronize those 
white stores that refuse to 
supply it with the same quality 
of services ami products that 
they give the ir white custom­
ers in other parts of the c ity .

If white businesses In the 
Black community do not 
change th e ir attitudes toward 
Black customers It may be­
come necessary (oi (lie Black 
community to boycott, picket, 
aid  demonstrate against them. 
This tim e, however, uni Ike the 
past, the picketing ami demon­
strations w ill be more mas­
sive ami more Intensified.

"N a lio n w d e ,"  according to 
D . Parke Gibson, In "F he  >30 
Billion N eg ro ,"  "the Black 
community spends up to 33 per 
cent on food as compared to 23 
pet cent of all A m ericans."  
M oreover, members of con­
gressional subcommittee in­
vestigated consumer com­
plaints ui m ajor cutes ami 
tium l (hat supermarkets In the 
Black community in ia-m aiked  
package goxds, frozen fowls 
w ere half thawed, ami Ihe man­
agers admitted that after (wo 
days on the shelf, package! 
meat was taken heck to t ie  but- 
c le r 's  block, repackaged, re­
labeled, and a new dale placed 
on the package. S lm ila rp ra c -  
tices are alleged to be occur­
ring in the greater Model C it­
e s  area here in Portland. A 
number of Blacks have In­
formed this w rite r that they 
have purchased a number of 
frozen meats and later found 
that when they unthawed them.

Lenwood D av is

the meata were spoiled.
V ery  little  has lean done by 

the government to infuim  and 
educate B la c k  shoppers. 
Hem e, thia la one area that our 
local civic community organ­
izations can establish mean- 
tntfful consumer educational 
piogram s. Even iliough mean­
ingful consumer pioiecdon  
laws, no doubt, w ill have lo 
come (rum  national, slate, ami 
local government, consumer 
protection to combat sharp 
selling practices, excessive 
chaiges, poor i|uallty m er­
chandise, abuse of c ie d li reg­
ulations, and improvement of 
garnishment laws would con­
tribute substantially to an im ­
proved clim ate among Black 
consumers toward white bus­
inesses.

Blacks are , aisl rightfully  
so, in revolt agalnslfraudulent 
selling practices, hkklen g ar­
nishment practices, etc. While 
legitimate businesses have an 
interest In curtailing their r i ­
vals sharp practices, THE  
MAJOR SOURGB OP CON- 
SI Ml-.R INFORMATION FDR  
BLACKS COULD WEI I ■  
KNDWIJ Ix a .A B IE  M EM ­
BERS of THE B IjACK COM­
M U NITY ITS ELF I

Note: P art 11 of Whlss Bus­
iness In the Black Community 
w ill appear next week.

¥)ur ticket to 
the big game:

2Lincluding
transportation
You warn Io m  the btg fame
So what do you do? I um iwllch oa your
T V  •»< And ma nvora of lha actum tfcaa moat
of ihe mao on lha ftald You No got dm
beat mal la tha houaa lo t about 2« worth of
electnctty par game
Sound Ilka a pratly food daal? I l  la.
Electnary ICS a bargain Aad wa know that 
bargarna arw hard to Sad today Almost aa hard 
to And aa enough lag room la lha graadataad

RrificRMerwAw.—* *
tbnricU t rhar t a t t t  UUagr altar far raarydady


