“Urban program adopted

I'he Steering Committee of
I'he National | rban Coalition
has adopted a three - pronged
action program aimed at the
revitalization of American
citles which faced with
serious problems of abandon-
ment,

are

I'he broad policy outline
adopted by the Steering Com
mittee will be implemented in
specific programs and pro
Jects now under development

at the Coalition,

Coalition Chalrman Sol M
[Linowitz said the three dir-

ections In which the Coali-
tion will work are:

= Local actiong concrete
revitalization programs

launc hed through selected!

problem areas intargetcities,

- National polic ies:
oping  an  effective
commiument to the revitaliza-
itles

= Information and education;

devel-

national
tion of central

support for the revital ization
effort through an information
and education program direct-
ed at il national
leadership, and at

the public,
and  local
privale sector interests.
""We also hope t ‘apitalize
N election-yean apportunities
by encouraging political can-

didates and platforn mim it-

lees (0 take strong positions
i imexd it urban revitaliza
tion,"" Coalition |’ re ikdent M,
Carl Holman a k.,
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Black journalist raps white

by Enoc Waters

Norman E, [saacs of the Co-
lumbia Graduate School of
Journalism is quoted in the
Post (4=21-72) as noting that

minoritkes have not been en-
Couraged to seek careers In
Journalism, He also sees

‘“seven lean years'’ ahead be-
fore there can be a significant
Increase in the number of
black newspapermen,

For fear that the uninformed
might believe blacks have not
sought careers In journalism,
| would like to provide them
with some significant back-
ground,

AS a group that has always
wanted to put its case before
the public = and It has had a
worthy one since the arrival
of the first slaves - blacks
have always viewed the press
as a tool vital totheirfight for
equality and justice in this
country., One of the primary
reasons blacks have been able
to achleve some measure of
progress and enlist some sup-
port from others has been and
Is the ability to articulate,

sometimes  subtly through
song, from the pulpits of
clurches, ut more impor=
tantly through the written

word because it reaches a far
greater audience and has per=
manence,

It Is no accident that many
effective black leaders, ) oug-
lass, Washington, Du Hols,
Powell, smployed the Negro
press as one of thelr most ef-
fective instruments for pro-
test, enlightenment, Interpre-
tation and guidance,

One with a closa Wentifica-
tion with the black press is
aware of a variety of tactics

the

out of fear

employed lenigrate
black
of It as i

o disagreement wit

press either
competitor or
because
its mission,

It may seem laughable t
some that white new papers
would consider themselves in

Competition with black week-

lles, but why else did many
southern new spapers replate
their financial pages to carry

""Negro News'

Or some northernmetropo-
litan  dailies Negr
journalists cen-

employ

write a
eek
ind  (unopin=-

sored on column of
"*Negro News
lonated) Views''?

Or white editors describe
the blackpressas ‘' inflamma-
tory'" when its
seeking those great American
goals of equality and justice?
Or when newsprint ra-
tioned during World War |l and
publishers regularly lenteach
other supplies, whites invari-
ably denied requests from Ne-
gro editors for the loan of
newsprint?

I can recall when about 150
Negro newspapers were be ing
published weekly, some with
ABC circulations as high as
500,000, In spite of creditable
circulations, their margin of
profit was always lower than
that of white publications with

O =W

mission was

was

the same circulation. White
businessmen shunned them
either because they were of-

fended by their militancy or
because they underestimated
the Negro market,

For years Negro sports
writers were denied press
privileges by major league

teams and particular ly tor the
World Series, | remember a
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Journal ists

1 can recall during World
War Il the extreme diffic ulty
Negro publishers had in get
ting the Defense | leparunent
to accredit reporters

correspondents,

1S wat
having
overcome the charge that none
qualified as bona fide journa=
lists, then discovering that in
the Pacific many of the whites
were drunken discards put out
to pasture

With a few exceptions the
white press has neve r been ob=
jective so far as Negro is-
events are
In the Soutk until the
last 20 years, white new spap-
ers obstructed Investigations
of lynchings and other illegal

sues and con=

cerned,
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I know from personal expe
rience that many white new
papers have refused to acce
experience on a black new
Paper as qualification f
ob though

black
newspaper has birv

the average good

reporter on a black
wder back
ground because he is familia:
with two wor lds, the white one
ind the black one, and is more
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necessity.

It is true, as Roger Wilkir
pointed out, that ma
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If it is true there are only
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imong a workforce of 4 ), 00,
it's a self indj tment, for the
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