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IN WASHINGTON

By mining the harbors of

North Vietnam and striking at

. . rall and other transportation

Blocps relected ogc'n facilities within that country,
- President Nixon has clearly

enlarged the Indochina conflict

nCe agawn the voters of Oregon have cast their ballots and in what he and Ms advisors

once again we will have white city and county governments readily admit is a risky fash-
With his nomir N o House District #15, Bill MeCov could ion. In so doing, he has be-
become the “ack in the Oregon Legislature if he wins me the second American
again in November. Other black candidates have gone down t President to stake his re-
defeat. The strongest wins were those of Judges Brown and election hopes on the outcome

Deiz, both formerily appointed t judgeships. f his war policies.

I'here is no question inany-
body’s mind that this latest
step~-up poses a confrontation
of potentially serious dimen-
sions with the Soviet Union and
China. Atthe same time, there
Is real doubt in the minds of
some experts within the De-
fense Department and else-
where about the military ef-
fectiveness of closing the har-
bors. Most admit that at best
it may buy time, a commodity
of which the North V iethame se
have proven to possess a great
deal,

At any rate and in spite of
the seeming failure of his
Vietnamization program, the
President has determined 1o
pursue this fight to what in his
Judgement is an honorable
conclusion, both in the inter-
ests of protecting remaining
Americans troops and South
Vietnamese and in quest of
what he calls a generation of
peace,

Certainly it is fair to note
that the Vietnamese have al-
ready fought the war longer
than the generation of peace
which the President seeks, [n-
deed, American troops have
themselves been engaged in
Indochina for nearly half a
generation. And we are ap-
parently no nearer succes

The voters of Oregon are not ready to judge a candidate on his
pualities, his ideals, his potential as a public servant. The vot=-
ers of Oregon are still concerned with race and color. We must
reiterate our position that the only way black people will obtain
positions in the law making and regulatory agencies in Oregon
is through appointment.

Since the voters have failed, it is mandatory that the elected
officials - the Mayor and city commissioners, the county com=
missioners, the Governor - use the power of their offices and
demonstrate the leadership expected of them by appointing
blacks and other minorities to policy making and law making po-
sitions.

The results of this election bring up once again the fact that
the black community was gerrymandered into four legislative
areas, making impossible the unified effort of the community to
elect a black representative to to the legislature., The State
of Oregon has denied to its black citizens the protection guaran-
teed by the l4th Amendment to the United States Constitution,
which prevents the states from denying equal protection to all
Citizens. The State of O regon endorsed the policies of white real
estate organizations which isoiated black citizens into a small
area of the city; the State of Oregon has not used its powers to
enforce laws designed to prevent the restriction of jobs to
blacks; the State of Oregon has stood by while black children
have been isolated from their white Counterparts in segregated
schools. Now the State of Oregon has drawn the district lines
to divide the black community into fourdistricts and to integrate
the few black voters in each into an overwhelming white elec-
torate, and there, to deprive us of representation. [n every
case the State of Oregon has used its powers to enfranchise
whites and 1o disenfranchise blacks.

If the state wants to integrate us, let it begin by red rawing
the school district lines to allow black children to attend the
best schools. Let it enforce the law to permit integration in
employment and in housing. The State of Oregon is willing to
integrate us in a way that will deprive us, but is not willing to
integrate in those areas that will help us.

We now call upon the new Mayor of Portland and the Gover- now than at the beginning.
nor of ( Jregon. Show us your real commitment to the democ rat= But perhaps what hurts
ic ideals of self government, your real concern for government most, even for the President’s

for all the people. Use the powers of your office to accomplish
what the democratic process has failed to do.

Supporters, is that the people
for whom we | ave fought are of

We endorsed you voted

Stephen Kafoury
Keith Bums

Harl Haas
Mercedes Deiz
Aaron Brown, Jr.

such questionable will, so
much so that their recent de-
[eats came as no real sur-
prise. How we could have ex-
pected the South Viethamese to
do alone what they have been
unable to do with the help of
500,000 American troops and a
virtually endless pipeline of
equipment, supplies and sup-
port remains 1[::\slery,equ.;.'
only to that of why we got in-
volved in an Asian land war in
the first place,

But there we are, and still
we are told that the only way
out is deeper in, Thus the
juest continues for a genera-
tion of peace, an em inently
worthy goal but a phrase as
elusive in its meaning as in its
attainment. All wars were
fought in the name of peace.
It's just that different sides in
different times had varying
ideas about the conditions that
made peace acceptable.

As for honor, that too has
many meanings. Certainly
there can be nodenying that we
have given South Vietmam ten
years of our time, 50,000 of
our men forever gone, and a
Staggering percentage of our
national treasure. [ndeed,
during the course of this con-
flict we have spent more than
$12,000 each for every man,
woman and child in that coun=
try, enough even in these in-
flated times for the best of
college educations for each of
them. Yetafter such sacrifice
we are told that honor still is
at stake.

Finally, there is the idea of
defeat, which is not to say that

there are any winners in war,
but rather to recognize : it
some lose more tha thers,
And the key to the outcome on

that score has always been the
degree of South Vietnamese

determination. They have give
en us clue after clue that their
hearts were not ful

Don Clark
Neil Gold schm idt
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Is the way out
deeper in?

fight, norenthusiastically with
their various leaders whom we
have supported over the long
course of this struggle. Min-
ing or no, that hasn'tchanged,

I'he President also resur-
rected the dom no theory in
his May 8 address. |f he really
still sees a monolithic com=
munist movement which is
posing a serious threat tc all
of Asia, Western Europe and
the Middle East, then surely
his trips to Peking and Mos-
Cow are, as some of his critics
Charged, little more than
drinking and eating with the
enemy.

How the mining ensures the
safety of American troops in
Vietnam, including prisoners
of war in the North, is also
cloudy. Not only are alternate
supply routes and means ap-
parently available to the ene-
my, what is more immediately
significant is that they have
stockpiled enough munitions to
carry on the present offensive
for atleast three weeks and the
war itself for perhaps two to
three months. So hisdecisive
step, as the President called
i, 1s not immediately de-
-isive in terms of protecting
American lives, the only
grounds on which Congress
has authorized him to act in
Vietnam,

Nothing more than war re-
moves the decision-making
process in a free country fur-
ther from the people,And dur-
ing three administrations and
the longest conflict in our na-
tion's history, the people's
role in that process has been
continually eroded, We can
hope that it will not be forever
$0, but until Vietham is re-
solved that erosion is not | ike-
ly to stop.

The Observer’s official position is expressed only in its Pub-
lisher’s Column (The Observation Post) and the E r'sDesk.
Any other material throughout the paper is the opinion of the in-
dividual writer or submitter and does not neces y reflect
the opinion of the Observer,
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F°°d & Drink' \ e yt:f_' the Implementation

of the Black Agenda as being

, i matter of primary priority,

I'he Oregon Black Caucus,

GENEVA S dJ'-I’Jg with similar organiza-
) states,

tions in each of the

as well as several National
Black organizations will work
toward implementation of the
Agenda,

Similarly, the GaryConven-
tion approved the creation of a
National B lack Assembly
composed of representatives
from each of the 50 states and
representatives from the Na-
tional Black Organi:ations,
The National Black Assembly
will be a permanent structure
designed to press the issues
add ressed in the Black
Agenda,

Many of the issues addresg-
sed in the Black Agenda cre
issues relevant to Oregon,
For example, the Oregon
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lemns poverty in the midst of
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inakbi Ity to deal wit
problems as being e -
ited to the ilegal warnow be-
ing waged ahroad,

In closing, we are e

of the words of the Honorable
Richard Hatcher, Co=Chair-
man of the Gary Convention:

““The sixties were an exciting
decade, loaded with fermen .

freedom rides, sit-ins,
marches. It was all there -
from the strains of ““We all

Overcome,’’ sungwarmly with
arms linked = to the penetrit-
Ing cries of black power, with
fists raised,

“We buried some wonde:
ful brothers and sisters who
strode like giants acre the
decade, sweeping away In jus-
tice before them .

During the '70s we shall
continue towork toward the al
leviation of all injustices,

I'hank you,

Advisory
committee
sets meet

[r. [Lee Brown, chairman of
the City=County Comprehen-
sive Personnel Review Cit
zens' Advisory Committee,
announced that the next publ jc
committee meeting will be
held May 25 at7:30 inthe Cas-
cade Center of Portland Com~
munity College, 705 N, Klil-
lingswaorth, Portland,

I'he subject of the meeting
will be an examination of the
problems faced by citizens
seeking employment with the
city and county. Opinions are
solicited from those people
who have had particularprob-
lems in trying to get jobs in
Civil Service,Comments from
former civil servants will
also be Invited,

The public meetings which
are being held monthly by the
Commi ittee play a vital role in
the study now underway of Civ=
il Service and personnel sys-
tems in Portland and Multno-
mah County,

All individuals having ex-
perienced difficulties with
county or city in applying for
Civil Service jobs are urged to
attend ,

As | See

It

Portland’s Black Middle Class:
A Disappointment!

PART M

by Lenwood Davis

Over the past several weeks
I have literally castrated
Portland's Black Middle class
with a can opener and, to my
dismay, many of them didn't
even know that they had been
cut. In this writer's opinion,
It 1s a sad state of affairs
when anyone can write about
any group of people and they
take it f)'tn‘ down. Thers-
fore, one can only conclude
that hey did not believe that
the things | said applied to
them or they just do not care.
| believe the latter. However,
I will continue to state my
opinion about Portland®s so-
called Black Middle class with
the hope that one day they
will see themselves for what
they really are.

I'here is one g roup of people
in this so-called middie class
that is worse off than the
Black ministers, Black phy-
Sicians, Black dentists, Black
public admunistrators, Black
businessmen, Black judges
and Black Civil Rights leaders
ind that is the Black educa-
tors, Historically Black edu-
cators have been considered
part of the Middle class. Now
more than anytime in history
they can practice what they
preach by getting involved in
soclal movemenis I'hey no
longer can sit in the class-
rooms and theorize and phil-
osophize about what is occur-
ring in society. Theynolong-
er can say, ""do not do what
I do, but do what | say to do."
I'heir students expect them 1
set examples by actually par-
ticipating in the
process.

I'here are a number of edu~-
cators in Portland who have
Just recently become “*Black"’
since it has become proflitable.
Many educators have become
""Instant’’ authorities on Black
history and culture, even
though they have never taken
a4 course in Black history
When asked about their cour se
of swdy, they usually evade
the issue by surmising that
their credentials are that they
““live the Black experience
everyday." Can't twenty-five
(25) million Black people make
that same claim?

Most of these ' instant®’ ex-
perts have graduated from
universities In (O regon over
the past three, four, five or
ten years. A close examina-
tion of ALL the colleges and
universities in Oregon reveals
that Portland State University
Is the ONLY state institution
that has a Black Studies Cen-
ter. Several private colleges
have Hlack Studies Centers on
paper but not In fact. How
can two teachers make up a
department? After all two
professors can only humanly
teach so many courses, Port-
land State University’s Black
Studies Center has only been
in existence for three years
and it was only this year that
Clarence Berry became the
first person to graduate with
a Black Swdies certificate.
I'herefore, where did all of
these Black "‘experts’ get
their training? These *‘ex-
perts’ are doing the very
same things that whites have
been doing for 300 years. Run-
ning games on Black people,
I'hese "‘experts’’ are doing
more harm than good to the
Black cause because they are
exploiting it, These'*instant"’
EXPERTS ARE ACADEMI-
CALLY AND INTELLECTU=-
ALLY DISHONEST!

I took my first course in
Black history in 1958, when
there were only about 10 col-
leges in the United States
teaching Black history, 1
have studied Black history for
seventeen (17) years and have
written several articles and
books on Black history, in-
Cluding my master’s thesis.
I have swdied in Africa at
the University of Ghana and
travelled in several African
countries., | have done num-
erous book reviews on Black
history as well as been a Black
Studles consultant for several
colleges and universities in
North Carolina, as well as in
Oregon. Yet, | still do not
consider myself an expert!
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I am still reading, writing and
studying about Black history
and culture. Just because an
individual takes a course or
two, or a two weeks summen
seminar on Black history at
Portland State University
taught by Dr. Helen G, Ed-
monds, does not make him or
her an authority on Black
historyl [t takes many years
of reading to become an ex

pert. Even though Portland
State University has more
Black professors than ALl

the other colleges anduniver-
sities combined there still are
very few bona fide experts
on Hlack history and culture,
Being Black alone is no cri-
terion for being an authority
on Black people, Black skin
alone does not teach you about
Ra Nahesi, Nefertari, Paukhy,
lenkameniu, Sonni All, Askia
Mohammed, Ghana, Mali,
Sonhghay, Hausa, Zulu, Olano,
Peter Salem, Prince Hall,
Pompey, Gannett,
Toussaint L'Ouverture, Hen-
Jamin Banneker, Paul Cuffe,
Jan E, Matzeliger, lijjahMc-
Coy, Granville T, Woods,
Charles R, Drew, Dennark

[»eborah

Vesey, Gabriel Prosser, Chi-
co Rel, Luiz Gama, etc.

Most of the Black educators
ire NOT concerned with what
is happening tothe Black com-
munity. They are conce mexd,
however, with projecting their
own little self-image. These
Black educators have to first
acknowledge that they are not
experts on Black people and
ire still leaming
history and culture of Black
people, and that in the near
future they hope to become
proficient in it
become

I'hey could start by
Joining the Oregon Black Cau=
cus. As of this
Dr. Lea P,
self have been active mem-
bers, Ihe following have
)wcassionally atrended meet-
ings: Dr. Clarence Porter,
br. Robert Hughley, and A len-
ca Bower.
absent have been the noted
Black **expert® and **author
ity", Willlam McClendon, [)i-
rector of Black Studles, Reed
College; Julius
structor In hist
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Community College; Dr, Wil-
lam Jenkins, [»ean = School
'ortland State
George Guy,
Protessor of Education, Port=
land State (Iniversity; Lols
Sayles, librarian, Roosevelt
High School; Ellen [Law, act-
ing Principal, Jefferson High
schooli  Helloise Hill, Mary
Ht'l:-!('l‘n!r]' DA, Jt-hfl‘il'll. Ed-
gar Mitchell of Portland Pub-
Also, Martha
Jordan, supervisor of Early
Child Education and Ben Tal-

of Lducation, |
l niversity; [ir,

|k Schools

ley, School of | ducation, Port-
land State University, What
these and others do notunder=
stand is that the main rea-
son for them being in those
positions is hecause they are
BLACK (at least in skin color=
ition), For
Middle class people to believe
that they have ac Mired theu

these so-called

position because of their own
initlative is grossly asinine
to say the least and apparently
they are sutfering from cere-
broside I'he Black educators
ire really and truly sedu-

ited and desperately need to

be REEIDUCATEI immed |-
ately U not sooner

| would |ike
ot unmindful

In onclusion
to say that | an
that some of the Black so-

alled Middle class, as well
as the NAALCP,, the
|l.eague, the Hlack
Harty, the Albina Ministerial
Alliance, and others have been
many,

rban

Panther

fighting racism [or
many years and they should
be commended for it. The
pestion is not what they did
ISt year or five or ten oI
twenty year ago, but what are
they doing NOW in 1972, That
is the (ssue Ihe Hlack so=-
alled Middle
illze that no Black man |s
FREE until All Black men are
FREI

lass must re-
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