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Racial Injustice a t Jackson High School

(continued from page I, co l.8) 
the door and chat hewasn'tgo-
Ing to pay for her glasses.

Frank Montgomery, friend 
to Debbie, appeared on the 
scene to ask what had hap­
pened. The incident could not 
be settled in the hall, so, ac­
cording to Cumley, he asked 
Montgomery to come to the ot- 
fice with him. Montgomery 
refused. Cumley then asked 
for his name and received no 
answer. He asked Montgomery 
once again to accompany him
to the office, ami Montgomery 
replied, "No chance."

Miss Balsh, another teach­
er, overheard the conversa­
tion and told Frank to go to the 
office or he would be in wo i se 
trouble. Meanwhile, no one 
had checked to see if Debbie 
Smith was injured in any way.

Montgomery proceeded to 
the west unit office with many 
of the brothers and s is te rfo l­
lowing him. Cumley beckoned 
Frank to follow him into the 
electronics room because, he 
said, he wanted " to  avoid fr ic ­
tion" in the halls. Montgom­
ery feared he would be at­
tacked by Cumley and would 
not follow, but proceeded to 
the office.

When questioned about this, 
Cumley said, "The thing that 
bothers me most is that people 
implied there was some devil­
ish reason to go to the  elec­
tronics room.”

When both fina lly reached 
the office, Montgomery was 
accused of swearing by Cum­
ley. M r. Hildreth then sus­
pended F rank on cha rges of in­
subordination for not follow ing 
Cumley into the electronics 
room.

Montgomery went home and 
returned to school with his 
mother. A conference was 
held discussing and resolving 
some of the day’ s events. H il­
dreth concluded that he had to 
take the teacher’ s side in such 
matters.

Cumley said he would pay 
fo r Debbie Smith’ s "lousy 
glasses.*' He later defended 
himself by saying that the ten­
sion was present all dayin tf»  
halls, and that he was begin­
ning to feel it, too. He said, 
" I t  was an unwise thing to say 
about the'lousyglasses',’ ’ but 
he wanted to end the troubles.
Of the incident, he said, " I  
wasn't even given a chance, I 
was just attacked right away."

The black students’ com­
ments were:

"W e can’ t get a fa ir  shake 
here.”

"They always take the white 
people’ s side.”

During the conference, the 
whites involved were allowed 
to call witnesses and dis­
cuss in groups; the blacks 
were asked to appear one by 
one with no witnesses, only 
participants allowed.

Black students at Jackson 
feel that the administration is 
giving preferential treatment, 
not only in discipline prob­
lems, hut in academics too.

Some students are appar­
ently unaware that they lack
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students at Jackson feel there is a need fo r more black students 
and teachers in the school. They say the white students, for 
the most part, are friendly, but there is i lack of understanding 
among teacheis and the adtninistiution.
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as little  as 1/4 credit needed 
fo r graduation until the ir last 
semester. Then, it  is too 
late to do anything in time to 
graduate. The students feel 
that many of these problems 
would be eliminated by having 
more black students and 
teachers at Jackson.

Mike Jones, community 
agent disagrees. He said, 
"M ore  black teachers are not 
necessarily needed." He 
thinks there should be more 
workshops fo r teachers in 
race relations, valid instruc­
tion and material to deal with 
the problems and more con­
formity in disciplinary action.

M r. Carlson, principal of 
Jackson, feels there is  a lack 
of commitment on the part of 
the school d is tr ic t to recru it 
blacks fo r nearly all white 
schools.
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I Free Circus 
I tickets

Albertson’ s has purchased 
100 children’ s tickets to the 
G a t t i - C h a r le s  Continen­
tal C ircus to he held in the 
Multnomah County Exposition 
Center Friday, A pril 28,1972. 
sponsored by the Portland 
Police Association.

These tickets w ill be given 
away free to the firs t 100 
children through 12 years of 
age entering our store at 909 
North K illingsworth, accom­
panied by a pa rent o r guard Ian, 
on Friday A p ril 21. These 
w ill be given on a first-com e, 
first-served basis, one ticket 
per child. Be sure to ask 
fo r your free ticket at A l-

worth store only.

enjoy!
Shopping at the BEE Co. 
is always a pleasure!
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active duty lo r training does 
not cotint.

DID YtXJ KNOW

—That o( the total number of 
enlisted men on active luty, 
the average length ol service 
is 3.4 years? I here's plenty 
of opportunity for the young 
man who joins, anti stays with 
I ncle Sam.
- -That there are approxi­
mately 24,000 pilots in the A r­
my? I his includes men wholly 
helicopters anti fixed wing a ir­
cra ft.

ENLISTEES

Danny Kay P ia tt of 1947 
N. Colonial in Portland joined 
the army this week. Danny w ill 
receive tr aining in the admini­
stration field and w ill be on his 
way to Europe.

BY Staff Sgt. W.C. Davis

World War 11 and Korean 
veterans w ill find that today’ s 
Arm y d r i ll  sergeant is com­
pletely different from the rer 
geant thev knew when they took 
basic.

Since the Army feels that 
training of soldiers is a vital 
mission which should le  en­
trusted only to highh moti­
vated and skilled persons, it 
makes all potential i lr i l I  ser­
geants undergo an intensive, 
six week course.

During the course, the men 
take 32 examinations and must 
receive at least 700outof KXXj 
points to graduate.

The course requirements 
are so tough that as many as 
41 per cent of the students fail 
each year.

THIS WEEK’S fjf LSTION

What is the minimum num­
ber of days that a soldier must 
serve on active fluty before he 
is elig ib le fo r schoollngurvler 
the G1 bill?

In order to <|UaliXy for 
schooling, you must have 
served on active duty fo r at 
least 181 days after Jan. 31, 
1955. In order to get lu ll bene­
fits  -  four years of education -
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Here's a defensive driving 
tip from the Portland T raffle 
Safety Commission: Never 
pass another vehicle at an 
Intersection. The o tte r car 
might stop suddenly fo r a 
pedestrian, leaving you faced 
with an unavoidable accident
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