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\n y  erroneous reflection upon the character, standing o r rep­
utation of person, f irm  o r corporation, which mav appear in the 
Portlatxi Observer w ill be cheerfu lly corrected upon being 
brought to the attention of the E d ito r.
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WASHINGTON 
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I he U > . Supreme Court de­
clared unconstitutional leng­
thy residence requlrementa 
lo r  voting m state and local 
elections. I lie C o u r t  sug­
gested a period of 30 days as 
a residence requirem ent. No 
state now requires a residence 
of only 30 days, so this de­
cision cuuld make S.o m illio n  
persons e lig ib le  (o vote th a t  
had previously been barred 
because of recent moves.

President Nixon denied tlie 
request of the House Govern­
ment Inform ation Committee 
fo r in lonna tion  about V n ie ri- 
caii operations in Cambodia.

Representative S h i r le y  
Chisholm h a s  entered th e  
M aryland p rim a ry .

Free for the asking
Ron Hvndrsn 

IN WASHINGTON

Washington -  Having d i f f i­
cu lty  getting youi Income tax 
retund from  Uncle Sam? Last 
year thousands of Americans 
experienced undue delays ui 
receiving then checks. A lew 
who complained to the ir con­
gressmen and senators got 
fust re lie f.

This is just one of the many 
ways memIwi s o( Congress 
can provide d irec t and prompt 
assistance to constituents (in 
tins case by advising the Intel -  
nal Revenue Service ol tlie 
uveidue refund and gently ad­
monishing tlie treasury to pay 
Its debts).

E v e ry d a y  hundreds ot re ­
quests lo i help poui into con­
gressional o ffices. Vet re la ­
tive ly  tew voters know of (he 
seiv ices that are available oi 
how to obtain (hem. A lis t of 
what your congressmancando 
fo i you Includes:

Commitment to 
desegregation?

D r. Robert Blanchard, Superintendent of the Portland Public 
Schools, stated in response to President Nixon’ s busing mora­
torium  that "T h is  Board of Education has assumed in the past, 
and it does at present, an a ffirm a tive  responsib ility  to reduce 
racial isolation in our schools. Its  com m itm ent has been fo r 
ultim ate desegregation and, hopefully as a resu lt, in tegra tion ."

det atter seven years ot "a dm in is tra tive  tra n s fe rs " , which 
bus children out of the predominantly black schools, only 554
children are being transported fo r  th is purpose.

W hat kind of commitment is the one-way busing of 554 child­
ren? What commitment is there to the black children who a re  
le ft in substandard schools? Although federal money has been 
poured into the Albina schools fo r  seven years o r  longer, they 
are s t ill among the lowest achieving schools in the c ity . Monev 
can provide better fa c ilit ie s  and m ateria ls , but it is not the de­
ciding factor in learning. F o r a number of years studies, be­
ginning with the Coleman Report, have shown that teacher a tti­
tude, toward the child is the deciding fac te r. And, con tra ry to 
the combat pay policy of the PortlandPublicSchools, monev 
does not buy good teachers. The teacherm ust have a com m it­
ment to the child.

In the Portland school system, only 10b teachers and ad m in i-
l4f¥)I1Vm Per ST ? ! i 3re b' aCk’  °Ut ° f a t0U l o i ’ PPTOximately 
hl B|la.Ck chlldren Jre denied the opportunity to identify with

' S *" .P?5“ 10" 8 ot •’ “ tho rny in the school. They are 
denied the model that every white ch ild , no m atter how poor his 
school, has from  Kindergarten through college.

BOanJ ° f Educatlon is t ru ly  commited to desegregation. 
° "  * lth thC jOb’ BuSln*  554 ch>‘dren is "token-

• I it is commited to quality education, le t i t  actively re - 
c n u t and tra in  black teachers» staff members and adm in istra­
to rs , so each black child w ill have black adults in his school to 
whom he can look fo r  insm ration and security.

visits Moose

Senator M ark O. Hatfield of Oregon was the Keynote speaker 
fo r  the State Convention of the Loyal O rder of the Moose. 
The Moose Lodge re s tr ic ts  its  membership to Caucasians.

This is an election year. TheSeniorSenator from  Oregon w ill 
be asking fo r black peoples’ votes on the basis of his " re c o rd .”  
But the record of a Senator goes beyond his public statements 
and his votes in the Senate. His record also includes this tacit 
endorsement of rac is t polic ies by his partic ipation w i th  
th is  Lodge.

By Vernon E , Jordan, J r .

When the Senate beat b a c k  
some blatant a n t i - b u s in g  
amendments and passed in­
stead a plan tha tp u tm ild e r l i ­
m its  on busing, there was a lot 
of cheering from  libe ra ls  and 
c iv il rights supporters. There 
needn't have been. The Com­
prom ise solution m arks a halt 
in the d rive  to end school seg­
regation, just as the fa r  more 
re s tr ic tive  proposals would 
have.

Under the plan that passed, 
federal aid fo r fusing w ill on­
ly be perm itted when local 
school o ffic ia ls  re q u o  s t It. 
What is there to cheer about 
that? U n til now the only w a y  
desegregation was achieved 
w a s  through federal orders 
and c o u r t  orders. L o c a l  
school o ffic ia ls , fea rfu l of 
pro-segregation white opinion 
in th e ir  communities, would 
often wait un til the iron-clad 
o rder came down irom  above, 
and only then would they de­
segregate.

Now they w ill be in a bind.
I f  they get a court o rder tode 
segregate the schools and if 
the only way it  can be done is 
through busing, they face the 
choice of using money from  
the ir regular budgets -  which 
are often too small tohearthe 
added expense - o r go hat-in­
hand to Washington to askaxl, 
thereby getting themselves in 
hot water with the local people 
who pay th e ir salaries.

There are othereleinents in 
the Senate plan, but what they 
a ll add up to is a fu ll-sca le  re ­
trea t from  the use ot busing to 
help end segregation in the 
schools. The plan that a ll the 
cheering was about w ill only 
resu lt in greater confusion, 
s t if f  resistance from  d is tr ic ts  
that are segregated, and per­
haps even a return to the un­
constitutional dual school sys­
tems by d is tr ic ts  that have a l­
ready complied w ith the law.

So there was no great t r i ­
umph here. Sure, the proposed 
alternatives were fa r worse, 
but the re s u lts w ill be s im ila r . 
And we haven't heard the last 
ot the busing issue yet.

S till to come, at this w riting , 
is  word from  the President's 
top-level panel cu rren tly  stu­
dying the issue, and action on 
proposed C o n s t i t u t io n a l  
amendments designed to end 
all busing to achieve desegre­
gation. We are s t i l l  laced w ith 
the prospect that the current 
withdrawal of support fo r the 
rulings ot the courts w ill turn 
into a fu ll-sca le  nu llifica tion  
ol the 1954 supreme Court de­
cision t h a t  made segregated 
school systems unconstitu­
tional and illega l.

The nation should be re 
minded that th is decision is a 
landmark in our h is to ry, an 
indispensable e le m e n t  in 
achieving a more equal socie­
ty . I t  should be reminded that 
in 1955 the Court ordered that 
desegregation move forward 
" w i t h  a ll de liberate speed". 
And i t  should be reminded that 
17 long years have passed and 
what was thendel iberate speed 
now constitutes illegal anil un­
constitutional defiance of the 
law of the land.

The busing issue has been 
sim m ering fo ra  long tim e and 
has now burst upon us because 
of the hysterical grasping for 
backlash support in an uncer­
tain po litica l year, opponents 
of busing have ieen fa r  (roin 
honest with the parents and

children whose passions ttey 
inf lame. There is constant use 
of the phrase "m ass ive  busing 
fo r rac ia l balance" when the 
rea lity  is a l i t t le  more fusing 
to achieve desegregation m 
compliance w ith the Constitu­
tion.

Lu rid  stories have been  
painted of l i t t le  children l rom 
the suburbs bused en masse to 
squalid slums. Actua lly , black 
ch ildren have m ore olten been 
bused from  the ghettos to be­
come m in o ritie s  u ipreviously 
a ll-w h ite  schools. Whenthose 
same black children w e re

bused past a ll-w h ite  schools to 
attend a ll-b lack ones on (he 
othei sale o l town, no ob­
jections were raised.

Black people are not believ­
e rs  in the theory that It takes 
a seat next to a white child to 
make black kids learn . What 
we want is equal access to 
equal education. And it it t ikes 
fusing to achieve th is, as tlie 
courts have ruled, then let 
those who oppose tiusing come 
out into tlie open and express 
racism  openly instead ol hal­
ing behind codewords and d is ­
tortions of tact.

Mitchell sees win In busing
New York -  A spokesman fo r 

the NAACP served his notice 
that the c iv il rights organiza­
tion w ill quickly challenge any 
law passed by Congress to halt 
court-o rdered school busing - 
"and I pred ict we’ ll w in .”

Clarence M itche ll, c h ie f  
Washington representative 
and lobbyist fo r  the National 
Assn, fo r the Advancement of 
Colored People, said P res i­
dent Nixon’ s proposed mora­
torium  u n t i l  m id -1973 on 
court-ordered busing was not 
constitutional.

Other opponents of e ither a 
leg is la tive o r Constitutional 
ban of fusing also reacted 
sharply to Nixon’ s decision to

ask Congress to stop busing 
orders until mkl-1973.

M ost of those lavortng a halt 
to busing to achieve rac ia l ba­
lance in schools, hailed tlie 
P resklent's action. 5otne of 
tlie more m ilita n t supporters 
of moves to p roh ib it los ing  by 
Constitutional amendment 
were not satisfied, however.

M ifc tie ll, who called N ixon’ .s 
action incredib le, am) a Nixon 
s u p p o r t e r ,  sen. W illiam  
Brock, R-Tenn., were in te r­
viewed on the N R C - TV To­
day Show.

M itche ll Saul Nixon "has 
precipitated a Constitutional 
c r is is  because he has taken a 
position that t ie  constitution

ACLU

. The Observer1 s o ffic ia l position is expressed only in its  Pub­
lis h e r’ s Column (The Observation Post) and the Edltor*sD esk. 
Any other m ateria l throughout the p .per is  the opinion of the in­
dividual w r ite r  or subm itter and does not necessarily re flect 
the opinion of the Observer.
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Letters 
to the Editor
Community Care Assoc., Inc. 
The Peoples Program  
3022 NJL. A lberta Street 
Portland, Oregon 97211 
Telephone: 288-8321

D e a r  Reverend 
Verna and Staff:

As D ire c to r of Community 
Care Association, In c ,  I vial, 
to thank a il of th o s e  who so

Henderson,

«w» AtwiA ........
Savings at BSDC!
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STAINLESS STEEL 

SINKS 19.95

CEILING TILE 
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generously contributed to the 
fund fo r M r. and M rs . Robert 
Johnson, M rs .S h ir le  Turner, 
and the others who suttered 
loss due to f ire  in January
1972. The clothing, I a b r lc _  
household goals, fu rn itu re  and 
money represented an 
pcxiring of compassion 
cannot be measured by
standard. M ore th in  VXIcon- 
tnbutlons were received, and 
since it would be impossible to 
acknowledge each one ind iv i­
dually, I would like to tha nka ll 
of those who contributed, on 
Iwhali of the Johnsons an l 
M rs . Turner ami tlie others fo r 
their ire  ami concern. Each 
instance such as this serves to 
knit together more closely the 
fabric  of h u m a n i t y ,  ami 
blesses everyone concerned.

I do thank you (or your per­
sonal involvement In th is un­
dertaking, arid look forward to 
working together w ith you 
again when the need arises. 
Sincerely,
C lara Peoples 
D irec to r

The Portland Black Caucus 
w ill hold a meeting Friday, 
March 31st, 7:00 p u n , at 220 
N jE . Russell fo r the purpose of 
adopting by - laws and electing 
o ffice rs .

T he national d ire c to r of the 
A m erica C iv il L ib e rtie s ! nion 
said President Nixon has"en- 
dorsed separate but equal edu­
cation which was outlawed by 
the Supreme Court in 1954.’ ’

Aryeh N e ie r decried N ix­
on's ca ll fo r  a m oratorium  on 
busing to ra c ia lly  Integrate 
schools, saying "p res iden tia l 
m ora l leadership is at its low­
est ebb."

N e ie r said he believes N ix­
on Is try ing  to tr ig g e r a show­
down between the federal 
courts and the executive and 
leg is la tive  branches of gov­
ernm ent.

N e ier sakl: "T h is  Admin­
is tra tion  has waffled on res i­
dential segregation, on em­
ployment integration, on eco­
nomic integration and on hous­
ing and residentia l integra­
tion . With this latest action 
Nixon has closed the fu ll c i r ­
c le .”

Seattle
Seattle School Supt. Forties 

Bottom ly said that president 
Nixon’ s school busing mes­
sage gives "  legitim acy to seg­
regation and to a certa in  ex­
tent, racia l s e p a ra tis m ...”

Bottom ly said:
" I  think M r. Nixon is t r y ­

ing to give a new defin ition to 
desegregation.

" I t  goes something like  th is. 
Segregation plus money equals 
desegregation, t hat way you 
can avoid using transportation 
to get children together.”

New York
I he New York Hoard ol Re­

gent.. rea ffirm ed its strong, 
pro-in tegra tion  policy despite 
defiance of busing orders by 
two c itie s  and tlie e ffo rts  of 
s o m e  state leg is la to rs  to 

freeze state busing o n e rs .  
The state education com m is­
sioner said lie would continue 
to issue de .eg i eg a t Ion o rde r s, 
including fusing w liere appro­
pria te .

t

• assistance in getting pass­
ports (oi Americans traveling 
abroad.

• I tee passes to tlie Senate 
ami House v is ito rs ’ ga lle i les, 
and to special "congression­
al”  tou is  ot the White House 
and othei federal buildings.

• cutting away ted tape (oi 
citizens who encounter prob* 
loins In dealing with federal 
agencies, such as (he S o c ia l  
Secui tty Adm in is tra tion , tlie 
Selective service System ami 
tlie Internal Revenue Service.

• obtaining free research 
ttia te i la ls through the L ib ra ry  
of C o n g r e s s  foi students, 
w rite rs  ami othei s prepsi mg 
term  papers, reports, looks 
ami the like . (F o r those with 
deadlines, niembei s ol Con­
gress can gel these m ateria ls 
f io in  t ie  I.lb ra ry 'sC o n g ie ss - 
lonal Research Service olten 
on one day’ s notice.)

•  assistance to students in 
obu ung appointments to t ie  
m ilita ry  service academies.

•  summer jobs in Washing­
ton (or students.

and t ie  courts have not 
muted him to take ."

"N ow  he's standing in tie  
doorways of t ie  schools like 
George Wallace saying black 
children can’ t come in until 
1973, and m ayle ne ve r," M it­
chell said.

"W e ’ ll  te  right in court 
w len they pass such a law, and 
I p red ic t we’ l l  w in ."

Brock took Issue w ith M it ­
che ll’ s school - house - door 
.(.■lenient, tying Nixon prop­

e r ly  wanted to get the luslng 
situation c la r if ie d  In light
"c o n flic tin g  decisions coining 
out (by various courts) creat 
ing . onfuslon not only at 
local level tu t t ie  national le 
ve l.”
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f a m o u s  d e s i g n e r

DRESSES
and SUITS
lots of polyesters!

5 7 9 9
w  rOr »'your choice

•OfH i Eow a »' gmol 
9 95 »0 *8v

CoMon ond polyester blends 
royons. ocototot and wools Sol 
•dt. lacqvords «tnp«s print»
I and ? piere outfits and others 
Misses sues 8 to 70, half »ire- 
S X to 2?

JUST ARRIVED . . .
200 FINE DRESSES 
COTTONS AND BLENDS

t ie

help In a rt a ng mg appoint­
ments letween constituents 
ami government o ffic ia ls .

In addition, many publica­
tions m e available lie e  (o rtlw  
asking. I hese range f lorn your 
representative's newsletter 
o r  his autogiaphed picture 
(they es |e c la lly  like to semi 
you those), to booklets de­
scrib ing how our govei niiient 
works ("H ow  Our Laws Are 
M ade" ami " o u r  American 
Government: What Is It and 
how does It fu n c t io n ? " )^  ven 
a lu ll-s ized  Am erican flag 
which has teen hoisted, at 
least tnomeiitai lly  on t ie  Ca­
p ito l flagstaff.

Copies of the Constitution 
ami Pledge of A llegiance are 
also available, olten In quanti­
ty to teachers, as well as a 
c o lo ilu l ami w e ll-w ritte n  p ic­
to r ia l history of the Capitol 
b u i ld in g  ( " o u r  C apito l’ *) 
which many have found useful 
ui teaching Am erican his to ry.

Othei lie e  jxib llcatlons In­
clude t ie  haixl-bound volume, 
the A gricu ltu re  Aeai Book,an 
almanac -A m e ilc a n a  p u b ­
lished annually by the lie pa rt- 
ment of A g ricu ltu re . A m y r i­
ad of "h o w -to "  pamphlets are 
available (one p a c k e t  fo r 
brides provides in lonnation 
on eveiything from  how to buy 
meat to how to raise children).

Congressmen can e v e n  
[Race a I United numbei of th e ir  
constituents on the m ailing lis t 
to receive ,.e  Congressional 
Record, thedaily verbatim  ac­
count of Congress’ proceed­
ings. Considered one ol (he 
most important government 
publications, its annual sub­
scrip tion rate is $ 45 -  bu t! iee 
If your congressman is w illln g  
to place you on his lis t.

W riting  youi representative 
is tlie best way to obtain these 
services and matei la ls. Con­
gressmen advise that le tte rs 
should Iw short and to (he 
point -  Iw carefu l not to cover 
too many subjects In one lettei 
w lwthei you are giving youi 
opinion on anupcoming vote oi 
requesting help onsomepiol»- 
lem .

But by a ll means w rite . Be­
lieve It o r  not, m all to your 
congressman almost always Is 
taken seriously. And lfheean 
help you, he w ill Iw anxious to 
do so. A lte r  a ll, his job de­
pends on you.

I Iw General Services Ad­
m in is tra tion  r e c e n t l y  re­
leased a lis t  of some 40 cate­
gories of brand-name pro­
ducts -  ranging trom  spp li- 
an. es to water [lumps - which 
have Ieen tested ami meet gov­
ernment specifications. While 
these products are purchased 
fo i government use, the lis t 
does not constitute an en­
dorsement of them. It does 
mean tlwy have passed rigor - 
ous government tests. I t  is 
worth having and is available 
tree Irom  youi Congressman.

the BEE Co. m akes a 

sensational purchase  
of 72  s ty les  o f fin e  
lad ies ' dresses . . .  

just in tim e  fo r

EASTER!

DOORS OPEN 9 AM . . .  come early for best selection

(clothing store!
BEE MEANS "BUSINESS" . . , EVERYDAY S A VIN G S IN  f o u l  « i r
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