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are being ripped off to make
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ther that we i this city, de-
have as a mmunity, and a ision=making is
people I'he response from from our mmunity;
brothers and sisters at the re- of other blen It
treat along with "e.’cell.'..;_».-.-r lution the retreat was (o
unity and respect for each onsoliiate and organize an

wependent, Black organiza-

ment of the Portland Black tion that will begin to address
Caucus. the problems we face.

We met in this far away re= I'he Portland Black Caucus
treat area, very much aware is open to all Black people in
of the unrelieved problems the community and the state of
that we face as a people, such Oregon. By-laws, policy and
A8 our community being rid- procedures are being
dled with crime; our homes loped for the approval

general body which wi T
within the next I5 days (this
meeting wil be publicized.)

chairman and secretary to

full slate of officers and by-

Separate but not equal

On to

Oregon

To Be Equal

g
was one of them. Bom into
s0C lety, he made
i : y build ing bridges of
understanding between men
{f a es, faith i

nark

t S t=] T W i Wy R
the
gnett
the 1 t f A=
n that ke ACK pe ]
own
the wa i e
er in the eve t the

Letters to the Editor

past decade, He consulted with

te-m!w:h‘, goveimors, may-
n lgad-

whose

ors, corporate and
ers, and other peg

decisions affect our lives, Tc

an incredible degree, he was
Successtul in convincing them
to open up opportunities for
black people.

He was a driving force be-
nind the war on p« verty, fed-
rights actions, Or=
porate and foundation support

erail Civi

for the black-led rights a-
gencies, and for the creation
thousands of new jobs
r black workers,

Much of this story is still
untold and few people are fu ly

aware of his great accom-
plishments in the face of over-

whelming odds. Just his

tenure as executive director
Ing on a new, more activist
role in the ghettos of Amer-
Ay SO iid his tireless ef-
orts result in hanged at-
titudes among professional,
business, and labor groups,

l'ake nearly any of the bet-

to conquer

Ron Hendren
IN WASHINGTON
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Is Portland ready?

By Lenwood G, lavis

ks H.Casson recently an-
nouncesd his carlidacy for the
City Council ot Portland and
one must wonder about his
chances of being elected, He

stated that he would bring a
new vision to the City Council
il elected. Needless to say,
Mr. Casson faces the same
hurdles as other candklates.
Namely, finances and a viable
and effective political organi=
cation, Atthis juncture, he has
neither, However, his cam-

paign |

in the organizational

itage a It will take time and
1ot of hardwork before itcan
ecome effective,

Lven it Mr, Casson has suf-

ficient financial backing amnd an
elfective organization his big-
gest obstacle will be to defeat
Connie McCready, the incum

bent, whom he is running
agamnst. It is a political real

ity that seldom 1s an incumbent

defeatedd, Hecause of confi-

wal information about that
rartular complicated situa
tion this writer deems it expe-
llent and appropriate not t
liscuss the matter in detail
tated! that he

unning to wii However

I'he candidate

.
ike others running f{ publ i
office, he has some liabilities
Line Is that his previous asso-
lation witt celtain programs
may sway some people not t
sUpport

Another is that

he 1snotaswell known as some

of his opponents. And there
the roblen il inance A I8¢
n it people are not aware of
his “*vision' for change at C ity
Hall

Mr. Cassor 15 several as-

2ts. He has the reputation as

Nationial Black Political Agenda
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Black Agenda for the

seventies

We need you, your support,

your strength.
We are aware that noone else

your faith,

going to represent our in-
terests but ourselves, We
must begin here and now in
Portland. The Caucus invites
you to join and participate. We

4
need your critici ind sup-

port. Our addr 5 1s PO,

Box yIy

Ocle W, Trotter, Chairman

Portiand Black Caucu
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are very good that they got India Ma o 19
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location for parking and main- imply feel that we i t
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entralization of services, We t will it Lo re 1 iN=
were not asked for ouropinior ther neighl . e are
)r made any part of the de- ol ever ki * pen=
Ision making effort. ited  for " y iche, the
['he School Board voted t worry, the frustrat I the
aCquire the area, Wewere not agony cause the whole un-
iware of this action. The Dis- l@easant Droce
trict started to acquire pro- We did not ask - *
perty plecemeal and mostly We had ne art ir g what
from absentee owners, would happen t I ne iy r=
I'he next step was to send ir hood
bull dozers to remove the o IT S in tt -
nouses they had purchased. wre and te i W . |
reated muddy vacant esp
il much to destr ya
rhood of people. We tatement a by The
iction was als« in= hr ist )
tended to ‘*panic’’ the remai erso \ T
ing property owners into sel|- March 9, 19
Ars. [.e i es,
the nool [Jistrice Chairmar
mutilated the neighborhood, I tllard Hu !

they acted |like they wereduing

us and the whole city afavor by

ving the rest of the homes

f I the "*blighted"® area,
I'he final blow to the few
Owner = gccupants remawmning

wis the price the [istrict of-
fered for our homes. It wa
generally just over a half of
our cost of replacement, | ey
told us they were offering
“fair market value."” We say
there is no
there isonly one buyer and that

uch thing when

buyer has the power of con-
demnation,

If the "poor environment"’
effected the '‘fair market va-
lue” it is ironic because the
buyer - the School [istrict
created the ‘‘poor environ-
ment" by ripping up the neigh-
borhood,

As ageneral rule, we are not
opposed to selling our proper=
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Lenwood G.Davis

He has held a number of ad
ministrative positions. | he
candilate has the reputation of
being a falr, honesty and just
matl, Mr,Casson is a membe:
of the City Planning Hoanrd,
Presient of the NAACH, aml a
minister, His greatest asset

s that he will appeal to the av

eruge Citizen, minoritles, and
annot be bought by special in-
lerest groups.,

Mr, Casson's chance of

the least. Hecause of overt aml
embedded ra m in | thamd
the Citizens will view the can-

Iklate as

kK running [
fice rather thanas an indivi=

lual running [ ffice. Ka
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UL backs busing

Vernor . Jurdan, Jrg
executive director { the Na
tional rban | eague, declared
hi unqgualif ied upport for
using a i means to achieve
integrated schools In a state
ment over nationwide televis

Jordan declared in part

“The long-simmering con

troversy about busing i les
egregate the publi wchools
has flared into a full-scale

lebate that

teing used as

i olitica foothball to divide

ind polarize the nation,

‘Constitutional imende-
ments have been proposed
which would re-create a sys-
tern of dual schools, separate
ind inherently une jual, By

ippointing a top-level group
to study ways to clrcumvent
recent court decisions order-

integration and busing a
one ol the means to achieve
It
welght of his office and the
dignity of his position to those
who have be

s the President has lent the

1 defying the law.

"“And he has completely un-
lerminded his own statement
of two years ago, when he
ald: ""Cuality iswhateduca-
tion 1s all about; desegrega-
tion Is vital to that quality.’

“It Is clear that attemnpts
to inflame  public opinion
against busing, which Is but
one tool to desegregate the
schools, represent a cease-
fire in the moral and social
revolution this nation has been
struggling to achieve, By
politicizing the issue, parents

and children are being used

iS5 pawns in an elfort to roll

1954 Supreme C
"Hut almost 20 years late:
halt [ the black hildren in

Chi igo, for example, go t

extent that de egregation has
been achleved, it has been in

the jth under court-ordere

P
bu s
en -
e,

""Husing Is now controver=
3lal because it Is a racial
Issue, America’ sichool sy y-
tems have always bused child

ren; about forty per cent of
il itudent ire  bused
|

school for reasons that have

nothing to do with des

ega
tion, Black people need only
think back a few years to re

il how they were bused fai
from home, past nearby pre-
lominantly white school i, to
ittend all=black ones,

“"And many white parents
today put their children on
school buses that drive past
integrated public schools and
stop at all-white, segregated
private schools. Anyone who
proposes that the current

opposition to busing is not

based on raclal grounds |is
deceiving himseif,

"“The hysteria ove: husing
obscures the fact that what is
it the end of the bus ride
Is what matters, White child-
ren in an all=white school
environment are deprived of
the diversity that reflects the
world in which they will have
to live,




