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Education

School consolidation order threatens
national redistricting

T'he public school ofthec ity
ofRichmond, Virginia and
those of two suburban counties
were ordered by a federal
Judge toconsolidate their
school districts before next
September to end an increas-
ing pattern ofunequal and seg-
regated education,

l'he schools of Richmond
are 70 percentblack and those
of the two suburbs are each
about 90 per cent white.

I'he consolidation orderis
the most far reaching court
order handed down by a feder-
al court designed to end school
Segregation. Judge Robert R,
Merhige, jr. went far beyond
the extensive bussing program
he had earlier ordered for the
Richmond schools. He held
that bussing within a predom=-
inanty black system had
failed. |In effect, he said that
the constitutional requirement
that black and white children
have an opporwnity to attend
an equal, unitary school sys-
tem transcends the right of |o-

cal government to establish
their own educational bound-
aries

“The courtconcludes,"”
Judge Merhige's opinion de-
clared, '‘that the duty to take
whatever steps are necessary
to achieve the greatest possi-
ble degree of desegregation in
formerly dual systems bythe
elimination of racially identi-
fiable schools is not circum-
SCribed Dby division
boundaries created and main-
tained by the cooperative ef-
forts of local and central state
officials.

Local school
support

barred

A federal court inSanAnto-
nio, Texas ruled that Texas
public school financing system
unconstitutionally discrimij=
nates against children in poor
communities and ordered the
system to become less depen-
dent on local property taxes
within two years.

The California Supreme
Court ruled last August that
the system of financing
schools through 1<.-Calprop.rty
taxes is unconstitutional and
lawsuits and legislation have
been initiated {n several other
States,

As In most states, Texas’
public schools are supportad
through locally raised
Property taxes. The system
was challenged by IS Chicane
parents. The parents argued
that their children were short-
changed because poorer com-
munities have less money to
spend on education, They ar-
gued that school funds should
be based on the wealth of the
State as a whole,

Hawaii is the only state that
pPays the fullcost of local
schools out of state revenues.
Utah has an equalization plan
that helps even out expend j-
tures. Other states have
equalization plans but they do
not fully level financing
resources,
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Just as the city's geo-
graphic borders, viewed as
limits upon pupil assignment,
do not correspond to any real
physical obstacles, soalso are
they unrelated to any marked
practical or administrative
Recessities of school operae
tion, The boundaries of R iche
mond are less than eternal
monuments to a city planner's
vision,"

He pointed out that it is the
state's responsibility rc carry
Out an educational system that
Is within the law and swept
aside the concept of ““local
control'’,

"*School district lines with=
in a state are matters of po=
litical convenience,'’ he said,
‘“The claim that the defendant
counties had a right to keep
Separate school systems had
litle merit in the face of past
discriminatory practices on
the part of all the defendants,

“Such a contention,
buttressed by the historical
facts of gross discrimination
Against the blacks in almost
all aspects of life which have
in the instant case Approxj=
Mmately resulted in the white
islands surrounding the city
of Richmond, s imply points
up the immediate need of the
relief sought."

T'he court decision is cer=
tain to be appealed to the
United States Court of Appeals
and then to the U.S, Supreme
Court. If it survives the Su-

preme Court, the impact
across the country could be
enormous.

The impact would be felt
mMost in the North where the
white suberban housing p
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tern is more pronounced than
in the South,

Jack Greenburg, director
and chief counse!l of the
NAACP LegalDefense and Ed-
ucational Fund,Inc,, whose
lawyers argued thecase,
halled the ruling as one of
"‘immen se importance, with
implications that go far be=
yond the desegregation of a
large city school system.,"
I'he decision also offers a way
of equalizing school expendi=
wres between cities and their
suburbs, Suburban jurisdic-
tions in the United States
usually spend more per child
on education than urban areas
do.

The suit was originally
brought by a group of black
plaintiffs against the City
School Board, the State Board
of Education and the school
boards of the two suburban
counties. Then the R ichmond
School Board moved to change
its position from that of a de-
fendant to an ally of the black
Plaintiffs. The legal strategy
was to prove that the state had
a controlling role in establish-
ing the segregated school
boundaries, that the state had
pleaded that itcould notelimi=-
nate its own creation, and that
the state had failed in its duty
to eliminate the dual school
system,

Judge Merhige, 52 years
old, is a native of New York
Ciry, a Democrat and a Roman
Catholic. He practiced law in
Richmond for 25 years before
being appointed to the federal
court by President ]Johnson
in 1967,

PCC makes innovation
in auto program

SOme changes are being
made In the way auto mechan-
ICs is being taught atPortland
Community College. Gone is
the traditional scheduled pro=
gram where a student is locked
into a highly structured se -
juence of courses .. 'you have
to take this course before you
can take that course.'’ Gone,
too, is the need for a student
to take all courses of the pro=
gram before he is prepared to
hold a job.

Here at PCC, instead, a
flexible, unitized, auto me-
chanics program allowing a
student to begin and end his
studies at any time, select one
of six certificate or degree
programs, plan his schedule
around his needs, and recejve
satisfactory achievement rat-
ings by successfully performe-
ingactual *‘on-the-job' ob-
jectives, is being offered for
the first time,

The auto mechanics pro=
Bram is a collection of 17
threek-week instructional
units. Each unit is a short
Course teaching the know -
ledges and skills of a special
area. At the completion of the
unit, the student must demon-
strate that he can perform the
unit’s objectives. This
achievement |s documented,
and the student proceeds to an-

Have Your Birthday
party free at

Gonova’g |

other unit. The student will
fepeat a unit until he can sat-
istactorily demonstrate the
skill and knowledge necessary
for successful performance on
the job. Mostunits may be tak-
en in any order and for this
feason students Mmay enter the
program at the beginning of
any three-week unit. Only six
units out of 17 have prerequi-
Sites. A student has maximum
flexibility in setting up a pro-
gram to meet his time and ed-
Ucational needs.

The auto mechanics student
may also select the jobentry
skills he wants to develop. He
may be certified as having job
entry skills as either a Brake
Specialist or as an A lignment
Speclalist after justtwo three-
week units. In nine weeks a
student may receive a certi-
ficate in automatic transmis-
Slon repair and in 2] weeks in
Wune-up. Twenty-two units
will qualify a student for a two-
year certificate. With the ad-
dition of 18 hours of general
studies a student completas
Fequirements for anassoclate
degree In auto mechanics. A
student may take whatunits he
wishes, enter the work force,
and then return at any time to
build on the knowledge and
skills he hasalready achjeved.

PCC has facilities to offer
as many as I3 unitsduring one
three-week period, Staffing,
too, differs from traditionally
scheduled programs. There
are instructors and assistant
Instructors. Each instructor
Isahighly qualified profes-
sional responsible for three
assistant instructors; he gives
the major class presentations
and makes the decisions con-
cerning swdents and classes,
An assistant instructor usual-
ly has an assoclate degree and
Some experience in the field;
he supervises ‘‘hands on’
work and demonstrations of
the unit performance objec-
tives.

New auto mechanics units
begin January 24, February 4,
March 16, April 3, April 24,
and May 15,

Student’s project
brings fame

Students at Highland Park
College, an inner city com-
munity college with 95 per
cent black enrollment, have
Attracted national attention
with the African coloring book
they have produced,

The project was initiated by
& 15 member advanced draw-
ing class, The project was
concelved by their Instruct-
or, who sald she had seen
coloring books on Greek and

Egyptian art - but none on
African art,
The school's marketing

class assisted in sales of the
book, With the permission of

college offilals and a grant
of $1,300 from the school board
of Highland Park, the students
formed Highland Park Col-
le

Portrayal of 5 Nigerian
royal leopard in bronze.
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Drawing of a broaze from
Nigeria Is in the High-
land Park College book.

“African Art" | & 4 page
collection of sketches of art
objects from |l different Af-
rican countries, has sold al-
threee weeks, Major Detroit
department stores have bought
the book, which sells for $1,25
8 copy, Students have gone to
Cleveland to Western Reserve
University and to Chicago on
sdles expeditions,

The Detroit Institute of
Arts, the Smithsonian Instf-
tute in Washington, [:-,L‘.,ihe
Philadelphia Institute of Art,
the Frederick Douglass Mus-
eum In Washington and the
Harlem Museum in New York
have also placed orders,

The United States Informa -
tion Agency Isconsidering us-
ing portions of it in Topic,
A USIA magazine cire ulating
In Africa,

The proceeds from sales go
to a scholarship fund and to
finance future projects,

Why we
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whknow Sou

It's simple. We figure if we know yOu
better, we can do more for you,

And, also, if you know us beteer, you'll be
more apt to ask for help when you want it, Even if it's just
getting change for your parking meter,

So stop in at the First National Bank of
Oregon and introduce yourself,

IC1l give us a chance to do those little

things that make your banking a lot nicer,

That's why.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF OREGON

Prices Good Wednesday, Jan. 19 thru Saturday, Jan. 22
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cans

Made from vine-ripened tomatoes
Availoble Grocery Section

——

Soup

' 10% ozs
cans

Available Grocery

Reg
to 22

Reg.
37:

Flavorful loaf
You'll enjoy the flavor

loaves

Vita Bee

Bread
22 4 oz,s

specially good

Food Club

25

varieties

15 each
Section

19

each

toasted.

Adorn

ou’'ll find

home
”0r0| or

Available
Paint Center

Self Adhesive
Decorator

Plastic
Reg. *1.59 roll

$1090

Traditional,

grain patterns in an
array of colors.

P<=iz>And Save More

Sliceorﬁacon

Enjoy crisp bacon for breakfast or in
sandwiches for lunch.

USDA “"Grade A"
Lady Elberta Freestone

Peaches
30 oz s oo

34 each

Turkey

Roasts
Hindquarters

25

4 to 6 Ibs. average waeight
All dark meot, leg. thigh portion

Available Meat Section

Reg
44
Available Grocery Section
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Ice C eam

2 Gallon
one-hall gallon

cans

Reg 59

Vanilla, chocolate, strawberry,

neapolitan

Produce Savings
~ancy Red Rome
Reg.

<10 99

Red Rome Beauty. Excellent for ealing, sauce, pies,
or baking. Save 71 on 10 Ibs. FREE RECIPES
AVAILABLE

Avgilable Produce Section
"One Size”

Panty Hose

Delicatessen Savings

Reg. 89
Ib. pkg

39:

—2xailgble Delicotessen Section

pair
‘i | and Paper for
many Reg $ 'l 00 Seamless one size nylon pantyhose
39 for in beige, taupe, cinnamon and

wood

Choose from 100 letter size envelopes,
50 legal size envelopes, or & by 9
ruled, or plain letter tablets

Available Stationery Section

$1 00

fashion color opaques. Fits 100-

150 Ibs.
Available Apparel Section

M FILTEW

Qil

Save 59 on the popular KF.|

and Auto Center

Topco

Auto

Filters

out” type, fits most Ford products.
Available Aute Department

Open 9am to 10pm daily,
including Sunday

Reg. to #1.59
Reg. '] 59 Reg. 15 bar $ ] 00
$700 10810, .1 =
h bars Made of fine weave canvas, with bound edges.
s Full-cushioned insoles, with arch support and

flex-molded outersoles for cushion comfort. Sizes
5t 10,

\.

“spin-
If you like Jergen's

the entire family,

Bath Size
Jergens

Soap

Jergen’s soap. Lotion mild. Perfect for

Canvas
Sneakers

lotion, you'll love

Availoble Apparel Section

Always plenty of free
and easy parking.




