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['he spring issue of Master In Business
Administration has an article on "Th e
Consortium which citizens ot the Albina

Community and black businessin Portland

should use as a guidline,

[he obijective
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[he New York Consortium is proud to
report that 44out of its 51 MBA's or 86
are, or soon will be, in management po-

'

sitions in corporate business, Two grad-
vates have started their own consulting
firm, and one works with an urg_miza.t_inn
which assists minority persons in begin-
ning and operating small business,

While the kinds of positions which Con-
sortium candidates have accepted are var-
ied, there is a definite trend, The drift
of most is in the direction of financial
analysis, marketing, production manage -
ment, control and information systems ac-
counting, and banking,

Several reasons are offered forthis
trend toward the more acute areas of busi-
ness. Most of the blacks, the group has
met trom the business world are in per-
sonnel or college relations, urban affairs,
or community relations-type areas, These
blacks generally come from educational
backgrounds which are not business ori-
ented, and they seem to be indead-end pos-
itions with little or no chance for up-
ward mobility, As one student puts it,
"It's not easy rapping with a black who
can only tell another black the titles of
openings and nothing about the duties, res-
ponsibilities, and potential for growth even
if you're interested in positions." Or as
another said, "I want to get into the ac-
tion: [ want to find out if business real-
ly means equal opportunity.”

So far the people that have been worked
with, thought salary was important but not
of prime importance. They felt secure that
their salaries would not be less than those
of their white counterparts, They were
however, concerned primarily about how
a black would be treated by the rank and
file in the company while they insisted
on getting a reading as to what the at-
titudes of the company were toward th e
social and economic plight of blacks, they

weren't as interested in past records on
equal opportunity as they were in im-
plementation of positive action programs
of correction,

The consensus is thatthe jobs are chal-

lenging, very meaningful | and educational,
There is plenty of work to do, not enough
time in which to do it, Problems which a-
rise, solutions which sometimes are hard
to come by, compliments, and try- it- again
gestures--all healthy gestures- -all healthy
corporate signals, Most important, though
the people feel they have a job to do, and
know they are doing it pretty well.

After being placed the people remain close
to the program, They praise the efforts,
helped to formulate the policies strength-
en its objectives and stimulate it to make
necessary and important changes, What
had developed is an honest-to-goodness ex-
change of ideas, admiration, and offers of
assistance, A worthwhile group must make
frequent referrals to the program and in-

terview prospectivg people, ‘ "
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Letter
to the

editor

Dear Mr, Henderson:

Thank you for including me
on your mailing list of the
“Portand Observer.” | have
read each copy with interest,
You have an outstanding paper
that will provide the commun=
ity a valuable service.

I would like to clarify one
minor point concerning the
article in the June 10 edition
on moving the ‘‘Crabtree’
from Brookings to Portland.
The ““Army" unit that helped
you was the 3670th Heavy
Equipment Maintenance Com-
pany, Oregon Army National
Guard,

We congratulate you on your
fine publication and wish you
continued success,

Sincerely yours,
Claude W, Biehn
LTC, GS, OreARNG
Chief, O&T Division
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Otfice #1 (Woodlawn) of the
Portland Development Come-
mission,

complished m isician on
plano ad organ,
vocalist and choir

Miss Strickland is an ac-
the
She 1s a

director

as well as composing and ar-

ranging music,

Miss Strick-

land has given concerts in
Washington, California and
Oregoa,

Mils Strickland 1s a steno-

supervisor for the Neighbor=-

When asked how she likes

her new job with PDC, Miss
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enthused about the opportunity

rickland said she is very

work in nity.
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CARE FOR BABIES
IN YOUR HOME.

$3.50 a child per day

METROPOLITAN
4C COUNCIL 288-5091
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Tenants reorganizes

south Africa has made a
positive move toward reduc ing
Mclal tensions by easing the
penalties for violations of the

demeaning pass laws.

I'he South African counten=
ance heretolore has been (1 inty
and unbemning I'housands of
South African blacks
jailed for

proper pass

wele
failure to show the
I'he punishiment
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At the present time, NI

IS Aassisting witt

local struggles. ome ex=-
amples:

In California and ther
states, tenants organizations

has dispatched a staffer named
Chaminuaka to Chicago to ad-
vise and assist the local lead-
ers during the dispute.,

[ here e dozen f other
rent strikes and di t nNow
under way, but these are typ-
ical. ""We have been able t
help signilicantly in some
cases,”’ ncluded Schwartz

“*At other times, we have been
ways have to have a specifi
ssue inything done,

Decause just talking about the

get

problem as a whole won't dq

it. But there are other issues
invoived now, and we have
withheld more than million
ollars in rent. If we keep it
up we will win.'" Hone said
NTO has provided advice and
backing throughout the course
il the strike

In Chicago, tenants are

lemand ing partcipatior
cusing policy=-making.

public t

(Une NTO goal, according t
Kip Leonard, a VISTA volun-
teer who has worked withNTO),
IS to restructure housing au-
thorities: that 51 per cent
of their memberships are
Composed of tenants.) I'he
hicago tenants are now
we Lid ing onsiderable lev-
erage because they have man-

aged to block millions of dol-
lars in federal modernization
funds that the city needs . NTi

are drawing up tenants’ legis-

lative packages for state as-
semblies, and NTO is attemp-
ting to keep each group in-

formed about what others are

loing. In seeking to Increase
such communication, NTO re=
lies on speclally prepared

circulars, a monthly newletter
called Outlook,'*
phone calls, and personal vi-
Sits by NTO staffers.

"*Tenants

Jesse Gray, who, ilong with
I'ony Henry and the American
Friends Service
founded NTO in 1969, said the
organization's struggle will
be "‘long and extremely dif-
ficult.,"” He points outthatNTO
will continue to face severe
problems, but he also says he
Is encouraged by the gains that
have been made - the legal
prerequisite to progress such
as the Brooke A mendment and
the new lease and grievance
procedure, And
Cludes, ‘| think we can do
i."”
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ROY WILKINS
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Even I it is on the suryival

Negro Americans rightly

insist that government must msis of *"hang=together-=or-
make a definite, affirmative we'll=all=hang=separately."
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Carlos

*Body and Fender Repair
*Most reasonable shop in town

287-8529 2609 N, Vancouver Ave.
Portland, Ore.
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