SST no hope

By Bill Dejz

['he vote on the 581 appropria=-
tion Is set for some time before
the end of this month, Exactly
when isuncerta I n, but the
outcome s of paramount (if only
temporary) importance to the
future growth of the Boeing Co.
which is developing the plane,
and to the cities of Seattle and,
to a lesser extent, Portland,

In the past few weeks Oregon=-
lans (and other Americans) have
been exposed toa bar rage of
publicity about the SST, most of
it designed to “‘win them over”’
105 upport of the project...
We've seen material featuring an
\merican flag with the caption
“bulld an American SST' and
we've s een ads emphasizing
that the Soviets already have an
SST prototype that is capable of
flying.

It's been estimated that the
Russian plane will be ready for
Operation this Fall; that

the British-French Concorde
will be on the market within four
years, and thatthe American ver-
Sion will take at least eight more
years before it, too, is commer-
Clal. Meanwhile, American com=
panies like Pan Am are talking
about buying the Russian plane to
keep their competitive edge,

['he American project carries
a4 price tag of roughly 1,3-billion
dollars--that is the ""develop-
ment"" phase of the pr o ject
Right n o w Boeing is short some
$800 million of that amount, and
It is this figure Congressional
leade rs must decide whether
Or not to appropriate.

trangely, with all the hoopla
lately over the SST (the American
version), l ittle has been said
about similar hoopla five years
ago about a dissimilar, though
also quite costly project. At that
time the American people were
warned that it would be unwise to
““change horses in the middle of
the stream®’ regarding our
rapuly-deteriorating position in
Vietnam; that we were comunited
and, that matter w h a t the
ultimate consequence of our
actions, we had better make the
best of a bad thing. So we stayed
ind 1t's not hard to see where
that is getting us. ‘‘Pacification"’
has been replaced by *'vietnami-
zation'’; respect for the neutra-
lity of other nations has been re-
placed by *‘protective reaction"
that heady term that allows us to
support military operationsdi=
rectly and indirectly inCambodia
and [Laos...ad infinitum,

Now | don’t mean by all this
that | wish tocompare the develo=
ment of an American SST with
the American role in Southeast
Asia. | only wish to state that a
prime argument u s ed for con=-
tinuation of the 55T project today-
that we have commited so much
now it would be too costly to shut
the project d o wn at this point=-
smacks of the same type of ar-
gument that justified our pre-
sence in Vietnam at a time when
most Americans were turning
aganist the war,

Still  unanswered is the ques-
tion: Is it really worth it to have
our own SST? True, it would
mean jobs for depression=ridden
Seattle, as well as for recession=
ridden Oregon--anestimated 1100
jobs in Oregon alone. But let's
look ahead for a minute. What
happens if our SST is unable to
compete commercially with other
SST's? Those ot her countries
will have plenty of time to im-
prove their products BEFORE
our first-generation producteven
hits the assembly lines.

So what if it's an economic
flop? Those 1100 jobs will vanish
overnight. There will be no more
gUV{.‘l'II[IIL’HI :1|'-|1t'npl'1almns for
this white elephant; Seattle will
be faced with an even grimmer
economic situation, etc. etc.

And its chances of success?
We are now eight years behind the
Russians, four behind the British
ind Ftlench. We build a

no
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vast'ly superior plane in every
Category to pull business away
from the established leade r s.
How many more billions will that
take?

At a time when the government
IS cutting back its services, when
“‘people’” programs are facing
shortages of money, when
ecological problems threatento
destroy us, it seem just a little
strange that building our own
version of a plane that isalready
being produced has taken on such
great importance,

Aside from the dangers the
plane may or may not pose to
the environment, we should con-

sider, once again, its ultimate
price tag. Vietnam is teaching
us the futility of pouring

massive amounts of mone y
down the d r ain inan effort
to save an inherently hopeless

Sltuation.

We have seen billions divert-
ed from schools, housing, jobs,
slum clearance, health and wel-
fare because of the war. Are
we ready to gamble again, and
risk losing more billions just
S0 we cCan claim the distinction
of having our own Supersonic
[ransport?

L.et's hope not,

Eastside book
keeping moves

We take announ=
cing our new location - 2716 N E,
UNION AVENUE at Knott Street,
and our entry into the profession=
al fields of Bookeeping, Business
Office and Tax Service on a full-
time basis. Office hours - 9:00
AM TO 5:30 PM, Monday through
¥riday; evenings and weekends by
appointment,

We look forward to your con=
tinuing patronage, and wish to
assure you of our full-time con=
centrated effort to provide
prompt and efficient service.
Please dropin at our new
tion for a friendly visit and cup
of coffee at your convenience.

pleasure in

Building Suply

hardware, light fixtures,
medicine cabinets, par-
ticleboard, etc., must be
sold immediately! Prices
too good to pass up!
Come out, take a look
and save a bundle.

Xavier
Tightens
Belt

It's a rare
lays that isn't in
Clal straius,
college

college these

serious finan-
and none of the
are hurting more than
the small ones, the private ones,
the church=-related ones and the
and the black ones. Soalloft h e
S m all,private, church-related
black colleges have had it, right?

Wrong. The 36 member
institutions of the [ nited Negro
College Fund are showing some
Imaginative response s to
the troubled times, I'hey do, in-
deed, have serious money pro-
blems, and other difficulties to
boot, but they're far from washed
up, and many of them appear to be
entering a perjiod of vitality
Stimulated by new leader ship and
4 spirit of optimism,

Xavier University of
l.ouisiana is one of the., Three
years ago, the 46-year-old New

Orleans institution--the only
predominantly black Catholic
college in the country--chose

Norman C, Francis as its ne w
president. The beginning of in-
stitutional revitalization pre-
dates his tenure as president,
but Francis has stepped up the
pace, and Xavier is not into the
kind of basic changes that both
hurt and heal. By the end of this
decade, it could all add up to an
inspiring story-or to

funerals in the history of higher
education. Francis is betting on
story.

Norman Francis is sc mething
of a ssccess story in hims
He used to shine shoes around
the hotel in Lafayette, La.,
where his father was captain of
the bellmen.
tered Xavier as a student in 1952
then broke the r barrier at
L.oyola University’s law school,
and went on to become Xavier's
1 e an of men and then its vice
president, At 37, he became the
first black person, the first
male, and the first lay Catholic
to be president of Xavier, which
had been founded and operated
bythe Sisters of the blessed
»>acrament, a religious order de-
dicated to theeducation of
Students from racial minorities
in America.
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Young Francis en-
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Cash and Maxey's
Barber Shop

4603 N. Williams Avenue
Phone 284-5188

classified

get quick results

RTLAND ISERV | ['hursday ar, -

Kelly’s MOBIL SERVICE

2643 N.E. 7th @

282-2858
Tune Ups & Brake Jobs

Auto Repair

IHE BARON,, has 3

pool tables

[HE BARON...has Bowling

THE BARON...has foosball

THE BARGON...has soul rusic

Now all it needs is your good
company — so stop in today!!

2211 N.E. ALBERTA

everyday 11:00 a.m. tl 1:00 o.m.

284-9998
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DY%M AUTO PARTS

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS & ACCESSORIES =

\ : v

710 N.E. KILLINGSWORTH STREET
287-1254

BATH VANITIES!

Marble vanity tops with basns,

| MON-SAT 8am.-7 p.m, 770 N.E XU LIMNGSWORTH S 45 :‘

Red White & Blue
Thrift Store

opening soon
in your area

Formerly Kienows

New and Used Clothing
and
Hou ehold Items

Applications now being accepted
for employment

3038 N E Union

Watch this Ad for Grand Opening date

1000 to choose from — 1000 pieces of Blonde, Teck,

Now liquidating 2.5 long. 2.95 10 $5.50. Door jambs, | prefinished ond V-grooved.
large, wholesale 52 5-539 $3.50. :m‘nf"’::"" shoporu?fj 9
blllldll"lg l'l'!ﬂt&ﬂﬂl Foctory seconds, eo. $3 - ::::g:;'.f-d—dsm'l. 6': FAMOUS BRAND PANELING
opercltlon! 10. Vanity bose cabinets, ea. 29.95. -w.f.f 50% off. 4x8, prefin
Th ds of doll 10808 LICHT . ,v,.o.,..a.s4
ousands o ollars
worth of  paneling, CAB|"ET I'.qcli’. :ﬂ’now

Knobs, pulls
ern, colonial
timishes!

HARDWARE! | FIXTURES!

1/3 = /2 OFF

piece orders!

PARTICLE

6000 stock of name brand
including bed
"l

mo

hinges

light fixtures
all styles

oll

bath, hanging, outude '
tures Huge selechon oll 'o‘.n.
kinds

4x8 3/14" - T9'. 3/8" -

"

PANELS!
Marlite kitchen & bath panels
56 . 589 7

$1.25. 2" - $1.65.5/8",
4x12, $2.50.Hardboord =
$1.49.Mahogony plywood =
99°. 3/4” oak, teak, mahogany
plywood, 4x8 - $10.

50% -
5% OFF

i

OPEN SUNDAYS!

8905 N. Vancouver

Across trom "'(,

Call: 285-054¢

DISCOUNT
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