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'growers were obsessed out of fashion in other lands. It was attempted when in the begin- -

Those Who Come and Go. Burroughs Nature Club. More Truth Than Poetry.
ESTABLISHED rv hfvrv i. MTTOCK '

WHY MANY DENY SPIRITTJALISH

Proof Demanded That Conform to
State of Blind.

PORTLAND, Dec. 12. (To the Ed-
itor.) Tour correspondent, Mr. J.
T. Ford, quotes with approval from
your editorial, "A generation bred
in the way of science is waiting to
be convinced," that spirits do com-
municate with man on earth. I have
no quarrel with this quotation, In
fact commend it as expressing the
state of mind of that great number
of intelligent persons whb rest con-
fidently in material science simply
because they have formed the
habit. But a Blight change in the
wording of that statement would i Southern Pacific when a competi-see- m

to improve It: "A generation i tive lin 'nto that country Is of- -

By James J. lilontngne.

NO LAUGHING MATTER.
(Jokes about movie plays have

followed Jokes about prohibition on
the forbidden list in . vaudeville
shows.)
It is wicked to jibe at the movies,

For movies, dear reader, are art
The cinema play stage is designed to

assuage.
The griefs of the great public

heart.
The actors are keen upon uplift.

They strive for the noblest and
best

What wretch is so mean as to gaze
on the screen

And utter some trivial jest?

How solemnly Clarence, the cowboy.
Pulls his gun from hts muscular

hip.
And shoots out the eye of the horse- -

stoallnK guy
Who was planning to give him the

slip!
How nobly back home does he can

ter,
With light-heart- banter and

chaf;.
At the deed he has done! What son

of a gun
Could look at this scene with a

laugh?

And" Bella, the beautiful barmaid.
Who is forced by a drunken old

dad.
To mix dally drinks for low persons

whose winks
Would make any gentle girl sad!

She mingles her tears with the
poison

That she poura for mum leering- -
faced curl

man
Who could grin as they looked

Upon her!

The artists that picture emotion;
Who hew a cross-secti- from

life;
Present human kind to the great

common mind
In glorious action and strife!

What care they for money, base
money.

These high-minde- d. photoplay
folk?

"A lot," do you say? Ah! that's the
world's way

To look upon art as a. Joke!
TOm Last Chance.

About the only way old Bin
can get back Into the

limelight again is to be sued for
divorce.

Real Leadership.
The successful campaign orator is

the one who can show Americans
somebody to vote against

Riskier and Riskier.
Husbands are rapidly crowding

Maine guides out of the extra
hazardous profession club.
(Copyright, 1922, by Bell Syndicate, Inc.)

Too Fast the Age.
I
1

By Grace E. Hall.

To meet life young as one might
meet

A friend upon a busy street
To pause and learn, so young, of

life-Se- nsing

its conflicts and Its strife- -Is
tragedy time cannot cure

One can't unlearn, he must endure.
And too poignant is the truth.
Too red the wine for lips of youth.

Life offers facts, no more, naless;
We must accept them, strongly

stress
The things most vital to the soul
As one by one the screeds unroll.
But oh, the tragedy. Indeed,
When youth too early learns to

read
When with life's scripts within his

hand
Youth smiles and says, "I under-

stand."

In Other Days.

Twenty-fiv- e Years Ago.
From The Oregonian December 13, 189T.

In order to avoid the necessity of
maintaining the ferry boat between
Kalama and Goble, the Northern
Pacific will build up the north side
of the Columbia from Kalama to
Vancouver and come into Portland
probably via Sullivan's gulch.

All the preparations for changing
the power of the Portland Flouring
Mills from steam to electricity have
been completed at the mill and it
only remains for the General Eleo-tri- o

company to make the change.

The local humane society is about
to institute a crusade against the
thoughtless or brutal men about
town who beat and abuse horses
for what Is not their fault

For the last 90 days Portland
shipped $63,000 worth of breadstuffs
each and every day of the 90. A
great part of the money went to the
farmers, which shows how the state
and city Interests are bound up with
each other,

Fifty Years Ago.
From The Oreironlan December 18, 1872:

The late cold weather did not stop
improvements In Baker City. Some
eight or ten buildings have been
raiised within the last few weeks.
Carpenters are all crowded with .

work.

The mania for running after the
street cars, which has so sadly af-
flicted the boys of this city since
they Have commenced to run, has
greatly abated in violence.

Twelve persons have been added
to the membership of the Portland
library, an average of one a day. '

The institution now rivals Professor
Cardinell's dancing academy in daily
attendance.

Salvage of Lusltanla.
SHERWOOD, Or., Dec 11, (To the

Editor.) A few months ago there
was an article In The Sunday Ore-
gonian regarding the raising of the
Lushitania. Was It carried out and
what success was gained?.

M. R. CAPLTNGER- -

The Ayready Salvaging ft Towing
company, Limited, has a contract
with the London and Liverpool War
Risks association for raising the
Lusitania, but work has not yet be-

gun. The depth of 275 feet is an
insuperable bar, in the opinion of
some of the best marine engineers.
While divers have explored at that
depth, none has been able to work
so deep.

Changes in Rural Route.
LEBANON, Or., Dec 11. (To the

ECitor.) (1). What postoffice offi-
cial has authority to make changes
in rural routes such as ordering

ning of the nineteenth century the
policy of setting apart reservations
for the Indians began to find favor.
But this was assumed as an act of
grace on the part of the dominating
race and it was only superficially
the result of agreement between the
peoples most concerned. More-
over, it took no account of the long
distant future or of the aspirations
of the minorities and it was an ex-
pedient at best. Separation was
possible only because enforced and,
in this instance, because it dealt
with a declining race. No analogy
is presented with the situation of
two or more peoples of approxi-
mately equal degree of civilization,
requiring equal opportunities not
alone for present existence, but for
the future development of racial
ideals.

Approximately, what Dr. Nansen
offers is that the Greek minorities
in regions which are historically
Turkish and are under Turkish
rule shall be exchanged on a whole-
sale scale for Turkish minorities in
localities in which the claims of the
Greeks entitle them to superior con.
sideration. The same principle
would be applied throughout the
Balkan states, the trouble ground
of central Europe, and it would be
extended throughout Asia Minor
and northern Africa. But in every
instance it is plain that the will to
give as well as to receive would be
essential to the bargain a degree
of mutual conciliation probably
hopeless to look for in time of
peace, much less under conditions
of war. It would mean coloniza-
tion and recolonization on a scale
heretofore unknown in history; it
would involve an uprooting of at-
tachments to the soil for which we
have no precedent, even in Scrip-
tural times, and it would not only
disrupt communities but it would
disorganize homes.

For a westerner to conceive a
parallel situation it would be neces-
sary for him to imagine a treaty
with our aborigines by which not
only the latter should agree to re-
move themselves to certain locp.li-tie- s,

but the whites should consent
to take their families, their port-
able property, their sentimental as-
sociations in the soil, and, abandon-
ing all title to their estates, begin
life over again in an unfamiliar re-
gion. The sole wholesale trans-
plantations of populations of which
history has left record occurred as
the result of compulsion, the weak
accepting the alternative enforced
by the strong.

The refugees from Thrace and
Asia Minor will, if new homes are
found for them, constitute a par-
tial fullfilment of "exchange of
minorities,", though not in the man-
ner that Dr. Nansen contemplates
They simply have been driven from
their former residences by well-- ';

founded fears of massacre and per-
secution in other forms. But we
are a long way from this possibil-
ity of adopting a programme of
voluntary resettlement and mutual
exchange. Peoples are not de
tached so easily from the land that
bred them and which, however in-

clement it may be, they know as
home. The Zionist movement has
made no appreciable headway to-

ward transplanting -- a noteworthy
minority from Russia, even with
the high incentive of domestic per-
secution, to a land which it might
some day hope to call its own, and
if it did it would presently raise
another problem of a minority to
be similarly provided for. The ex
ample of Switzerland, which has
succeeded in harmonizing peoples
who speak three languages and in
fusing them into a homogeneous
nation, is still the wonder of th
world.

It's a peculiarity of human nature
that a man will risk his life by
drinking unpedigreed moonshine.
yet will think twice before he risks
confiscation of his automobile for
transporting the stuff.

A St. Loiis woman, just divorced
from her eleventh - husband, has
been granted permission to use her
maiden name. Which leaves hei
in a strategic position to start all
over again.

A woman is charged with driving
carelessly through a line of pupils
engaged In fire drill. Only one
woman, of course, but it helps con.
firm belief that woman is the more
careless.

The governor of Mississippi, ac
cused by his stenographer and sued
for much damages, won out. Mis
sissippi exalts its womanhood, but
disapproves of notoriety.

Now we hear that Edsell Ford
did a highly patriotic thing by
claiming exemption in the late war.
He certainly set a good example in
safety first.

The reported capture of Clara
Phillips in Wyoming was part of a
joke. The rest of it is located in
Los Angeles.

When there is three or four feet
of Ice in the Willamette, then will
be cold weather. Relatively this

, ia not cold.

This weather assures the ice
harvest in the Inland Empire: Any
effeet of a natural cause has Its
good point. -

Perhaps prohibition really will
prohibit when it is enforced on
more than a one-ha- lf of one per
cent basis.

The lively advance sale of re-
served seats for the next war must
be highly gratifying to its pro-
moters.

The good husband's activities are
limited to filling the furnace and
arising early to "shake her down."

The allies seem to be in bad
enough straits already without rub-
bing it in with the Dardanelles.

All these promises f a light
winter seem to have got us is much
colder weather than usual.

Pity the poor radiator and
blanket it A "snort" of wood al-
cohol will help.

A powerful silence on tHe
weather topic comes from southern
California.

Now is the time to "feel" for the
afflicted. Clean up that Commun-
ity Chest.

Even those prone to drag tile Xeet
axe gtepning lively . '

with a fury of destruction which)
many of them, now replanting their
prune orchards, have lived to re- -!

gret. Those Californians who
plowed out their thousands of vine-
yards a few years ago wish that
they had them again. Floridians
have a parallel experience periodic-
ally after some unprecedented
freeze. As to apples, it is well to
bear in mind that Superintendent
Ohilds discovered on his recent trip
through the middle west that Ore-
gon growers are still far ahead of
others in their methods. In the
northwest alone is apple growing
still regarded as a serious and a
permanent profession. In the long
run this is going to count

NO JCGCONG WITH FIGURES.
Discussing the advance of Port-

land to second place among Pacific
ports in tonnage of cargo carried in
foreign trade, a Seattle newspaper
accuses the bureau of research of
the shipping board of having
robbed Seattle of its just dues by
Juggling the figures. It is charged
that, when a vessel takes cargo
from several ports on this coast,
the entire cargo is credited to the
last port at which it calls, and that
thus Portland or San Francisco
gains credit for Seattle shipments.

The town-boomin- g practice is no
longer in vogue. Totals of imports
and exports at each port on each
vessel are reported by the customs
service to the research bureau, and
each port is given credit for the
part which it contributes to the
cargo. That bureau is under the
direction of Meyer Lissner of Los
Angeles, who desires accuracy In
this particular, not only for its own
sake, but because he knows com-
petition among ports to be so keen
that any juggling with figures to
favor one at the expense of others
would soon be detected, to his own
confusion and that of the shipping
board.

Portland ranks second among
Pacific ports because it supplies the
second largest amount of cargo to
ships. Its improved standing is due
to the larger tonnage that comes
from Its territory and to the facili-
ties provided for handling cargo,
not to any tricks played with sta
tistics.

THE CONQUEST CONTINUES.

Estimates by the United States
cersus bureau strongly support the
contention of public health authori-
ties and other agencies that tuber-
culosis is to a large extent eradic-abl- e.

The bureau's most recent
summary and analysis of deaths
from this cause shows 1921 to have
been the most favorable year of
which there is any record, and in-

dicates that an even better exhibit
may be looked for when the re-

turns for 1922 have been tabulated.
In brief, it appears that there were
in 1921 a total of 88,000 deaths from
tuberculosis In the registration
area, on the basis of which it is
calculated that the total number
for the United States was 107,000.

This is equivalent to a tubercu
losis death rate of 99.4 per
100,000 for the entire popula
tion. The force of the figures
lies in their comparison with
those of previous years. The
rate per 100,000 was 114.2 in 1920.
In 1910 it was 159.2. The esti-
mated total number of deaths from
this single cause in 1920 was
122,000. In 1910, when the popu-
lation of the country was about
91,000,000, the number of tuber
culosis deaths was upwards of
140,000. If the 1910 mortality rate
had prevailed in 1921, in a popu-
lation of more than 105,000,000,
the number would have been more
than 165,000.

The actual annual saving of lives
as the result of eleven years' work
is therefore approximately 48,000.
No campaign for health has ever
been more obviously productive.
The figures are worth bearing in
mind in view of the recurrence of
the campaign for the sale of Christ-
mas seals, through which' the work
of the National Association for the
Prevention of Tuberculosis is
financed, and they fully answer the
question whether the effort is jus-
tified by practical results.

E MERCHANDISING.
John Wanamaker was in many

ways a remarkable man. The
eminence he achieved as a mer-
chant, from a humble beginning as
office boy at $1.50 a week, marked
him as a "typical American,"
though not every American who
starts out at $1.50 a week becomes
a multimillionaire. The point is
that Wanamaker typified oppor-
tunity as it exists in America; the
result was the product of oppor-
tunity plus the Wanamaker genius
for business and willingness to pay
the price of success. But in yet
other respects he was a typical
American business man. He
amassed what even in these times
will be regarded as a very large
fortune, but with him, as with
other wealthy Americans, money
was a means rather than an end.
His philanthropies and his con-
structive enterprises no less than
his more obvious benevolences en.
titled him to rank among those who
had a high conception of the ob-
ligations which material riches en-
tail.

Perhaps his most conspicuous
service to the people as a whole,
however, was his contribution to
the reorganization of the entire
spirit and structure of retail mer
chandising. Like Alexander T. Stew
art, who was in the heyday of his
business glory about the time that
Wanamaker was starting in busi
ness for himself, he was a pioneer
in the establishment of the one- -
price system, which began to super
sede the cruder method of haggle
and barter in a period well within
the memories of people still living.
With the grandmothers and grand-
fathers of the present generation
the purchase of even the most tri-
fling commodity was apt to be a
matter of prolonged dickering and
every trade a battle of wits. The
maxim, "Caveat emptor," went
hand in glove with the assumption
that the dealer would exact the
highest price he could induce the
individual customer to pay. In
Wanamaker's youth goods were
habitually marked with at least
three prices one representing cost.
the second a nominal sale price, and
the thiFd the lowest figure the
salesman was authorized to accept
Not infrequently a particularly
shrewd and insistent customer suc-
ceeded In doing better than even
the last figure. The effect of the
system was to cut a premium on a
species of trading for which the
bazaars of the orient are stilJ
famou but which fcaa large!; gone.

was not only but
it was otherwise wasteful. It
demoralized business, fostered the
sense of injustice and in the end
operated to exact extortionate
prices from customers deficient in
the instinct of trade.

This was the universal practice
until Stewart and Wanamaker and
others who patterned after them,
when it became apparent that mod-
em, merchandising demanded a
better method, started a revolution
in retailing by treating all custom-
ers precisely alike. It would be
difficult to overestimate the effect
of this innovation of about half a
century ago upon the ethics of
business as a whole. . It met with
widespread approval wherever it
was adopted, and it served measure
ably to standardize and add dignity
to the profession of merchant. It
is now the practically universal
rule.

Within the period of Mr. Wana-maker- 's

active career, and partly
as the direct result - of these
methods, other revolutions in busi-
ness practices hardly less signifi-
cant have taken place. Commer-
cial integrity and good will have
become an asset to an extent un-
dreamed of in the sixties and sev-
enties. A multitude of additions t?
service have put business on a net
plane. The "truth in advertising"
movement is one of the products of
the larger trend in which Wana-
maker and his contemporaries were
pioneers, and pure food and honest
label laws are collateral phases. The
result, for which Mr. Wanamaker
is entitled to a liberal portion of
credit, has been altogether in the
interest of the ordinary consumer.
Indeed, when we consider how
commodities in everyday use have
multiplied within half a century,
we find it difficult to imagine how
business could be conducted at al!
under the old plan.

mnxY. yet too late.
"The Oregonian on December 4

carried an excellent editorial deal-
ing with lynching and mob violence
and the Dyer bill,"
observes the Portland Advocate
(colored). "The editorial, while
timely, came too late to influence
those in power to put the bill over.
We wonder why such influential
papers as The Oregonian wait until
the 'horse is out of the stable be-
fore closing the ga;e'. "

We wonder a little on our own
account. We wond jr how an article
can be timely and yet too late. W e
wonder if our neighbor, the Advo-
cate, thinks the influence of The
Oregonian is so potent with the in-
corrigible southern democratic sen-

ate group that it could have broken
up the filibuster and smoothed the
way for passage of the Dyer bill.
If that is not what the Advocate
means, What does it mean?

Let us say to our friend the Ad-
vocate that not all newspapers fav-

ored the Dyer bill none in the south
and only a part of those printed in
the north. It was not, or should
not have been, a sectional measure.
The bill provides that "if any state,
or governmental division thereof,
fails, neglects, or refuses to pro-

vide and maintain protection to the
life of any person within its juris-
diction" against a mob or riotous
assemblage, any state or municipal
officer guilty of such failure shall
be punished by imprisonment not
exceeding five years, pr by a fine
not exceeding $5000, or by both. Any
county in which death by mob oc-
curs because of the failure' of of-

ficials to perform their duty is
made subject to a forfeit of $10,000,
recoverable by or on behalf of the
family of the person put to death.
The federal district court is given
jurisdiction in such cases.

The application of this drastic
measure to the Herrin, 111., mas-
sacre, and to every locality where
failure to act against lynching oc-

curs is obvious; yet the southern
senators particularly resented it as
being aimed at their section, and
by implication they justified mob
law.

It is a fair question to ask the
excited senators whether they carry
the revived doctrine of state rights
so far as to contend that it is none
of the nation's business if the law
breaks down scandalously in a state,
so that there is no protection for a
large body of citizens against mob
violence?

REDISTRIBUTING POPULATIONS.
Dr. Fridtjof Nansen's plan for

the readjustment of the distressing-
ly incompatible situation existing In
countries whose populations cannot
dwell together in harmony would
deserve more serious consideration
than it is likely to receive if any--
one believed it possible to prepare
a suitable background for the
scheme. Dr. Nansen, who is a
philosopher as well as explorer, and
who inclines to view world prob-
lems as a whole, ignores to -- a
greater extent than he is war-
ranted in doing the Individual fac-
tor In his proposal for a wholesale
transplantation of populations of
"minorities" to meet the needs of
the hour. One of the most perplex.
ing problems in world history arises
from the overlapping and the in
termingling of nationalities in thej
process of shifting boundaries, and
sometimes it arises where the

I formal lines of division between na
tions have remained unchanged.

" It is not easy for an' inhabitant
of the western hemisphere to visual-
ize such a situation as has arisen,
for illustration, in Asia Minor .nd
in Thrace. . A restless people, like
the Greeks of old or the northern
Europeans of a later time, are
bound in the course of events to
make settlements! away from home.
The Greeks, in the period of their
maritime glory, did no more when
they established themselves on the
islands of the Mediterranean and
along the nearby coasts than did
the ancestors of the present Ameri-
cans. The early settlers of the
western continent, however, found
in the new lands they set out to
develop populations of a differ-
ent sort. They precipitated, not a
conflict between one civilization
and another, but a contest between
civilization and barbarism. Those
who constituted the "minorities" in
the beginning soon became majori-
ties, if not in actual numbers, at
least in power to maintain them-
selves. The aborigines of North
America were in fact the minority
long before they ceased to outnum
ber the whites.

If an effort had been made to
transport the original Inhabitants
to some other country, it would
have been attended by innumerable
practical difficulties. As a matter

. of. Jac$ Bomethiiig resemblins this

Tares of Polka at the Hotels.

J. H. Beckley, prominent stock-
man of the Klamath country, has
returned from Washington, D. C
where he appeared before the
interstate commerce commission
in the Southern Pacific and Cen-
tral Pacific unmerger. Speaking of
the action of the Klamath chamber
of commerce favoring present rail-
road conditions there, Mr. Beckley
expressed surprise that an organi-
zation of that kind desiring to see
the country developed should pre-
fer to remain under control of the

fered. "Competition has always been
a dominant factor in building up a
country," says Mr. Beckley. "I, a
producer of that country, believe I
can come more nearly voicing the
LruB "nuIB' inan nas tne jsjamatn
chamber of commerce. People of
Klamath first of all desire comple-
tion of the Natron cutoff, giving
them a route to Portland, Seattle
and the northern markets; second.
they want a line built from Crane
west connecting at Odell with the
Natron line, which will give them
an outlet to the eastern markets.
They want these proposed lines
owned and Controlled by a com-
petitive line of the Southern Pacific.
The Union Pacific has pledged the
immediate building of the line west
from Crane and finish the Natron
line, providing the Central Pacific
in divorced from the Southern Pa-
cific and joint usage is accorded
them. The Southern Pacific also
agrees to complete the Natron line
and build the proposed Modoc North-
ern. We know the Southern Pacific
has had plenty of time to come to
our rescue and give us much needed
railroad construction, but never
made any effort to build these lines
until the supreme court handed
down the decision unmerglng the
roads. If this decision stands the
Klamath country will become one
of the greatest producing sections
in the Pacific northwest."

"We are keeping the snow clear
on the old Oregon trail between La
Grande and Baker, but we haven't
been able to clear the Oregon
Washington highway between Ath
ena and Weston because our equip-
ment didn't get there in time," says
R. H. Baldock, division engineer of
the highway department, who is in
the city. "It will be an easier mat-
ter to keep the highway across the
Blue mountains open hereafter than
to keep the section between La
Grande and Baker clear. In the
latter section the now drifts,
whereas in the mountains, in the
Kamela section, the snow falls
straight down and doesn't drift.
Snow fences will have to be built
at several places east of La Grande,
say in the Telocasset section, where
the railroad has its fences. The
state highway department is being
equipped with equipment to handle
snow conditions so the roads can
be kept open, and this work is now
going on at several places. The
Kameia-Deadman- 's hill section of
the old Oregon trail will be com-
pletely graded by July 1. Work has
suspended because of the winter
conditions. It is surprising the
amount of traffic which is still
moving over the highway, and many
machines are being shipped from
Pendleton to La Grande over the
mountains." ,

Every stick of furniture in his
establishment was consumed in the
Astoria conflagration last Friday,
but Alfred A. Ross is now In Port-
land, at the Benson, ordering a new
stock. Mr. Ross' concern launched
a big furniture store a few months
ago. Much of the stock was covered
by Insurance, but there is still a
loss of several thousand dollars. As
soon as a location can be found Mr.
Ross expects to resume business. He
says that the townspeople who had
subscribed for stock In the proposed
new hotel will undoubtedly go
through with, the subscriptions, as
they realize that Astoria now, more
than ever, needs a modern, fire-
proof hotel.

After being a policeman in As-

toria for several days, Charles F.
Robinson, formerly assistant district
attorney of Multnomah county, ar-
rived at the ImperlaL Mr. Robin-
son was on the job shortly after
the flames became unmanageable
and began assigning volunteer
guards. Conditions having quieted
down somewhat in the city by the
sea, Mr. Robinson came to Portland
to attend to some legal business in
the federal court which had been
Interfered with by his Astoria activ- -
ties. While a deputy district at-
torney here Mr. Robinson made a
campaign In which he convicted a
number of firebugs.

Invested with the power to repre-
sent the town of Condon, George W.
Parman and T. T. Hurlburt are at
the Hotel Oregon. The authority
invested In them was conferred .by
the Commercial club of Condon
Their mission is to add reinforce
ments to the Gilliam county court
when that body arrives and faces
the state highway commission. The
idea Is to get a commitment from
the highway commission to finish
the John Day highway In Gilliam
county during the coming year. The
delegation has figured out a scheme
of finance which will be suggested
to the commission today.

"Through Wasco and Hood River
counties, where the state has con-
trol, the Columbia river highway is
free of snow. It is good going down
to the Multnomah county line, where
nothing has .been done. - The Mult
nomah county commission has
charge of the highway In this
county," reports J. D. Adklsson of
The Dalles, Wasco county Judge
Because of Inconvenience of travel
on the Multnomah section of the
highway the Columbia Gorge hotel
has been .closed by Amos Benson
until May L.

Having worked out and perfected
a tractor in Portland, C. S. Bris-to-

heretofore a resident of this
eity. Is about to engage In manufac
turing his device at Port Townsend,
Wash. Mr. Bristow, who is regis-
tered at the Multnomah, says Port
Townsend offered an attractive in
ducement for the factory to be lo-

cated there. When it is in opera
tion about 150 men will be em
ployed. The company now has or
ders for the tractor from Cuba,
Mexico and Hawaii.
' "Snow and lots of. It within 48
hours," predicts L. P. W. Qulmby,
Oregon pioneer, after studying the
barometer in the lobby of the Per
kins. "The Indicator has shifted
several points today and there is
a storm coming. Rain? I hope so;
but it's more likely snow, because
there Is snow all around Portland.
Wonderful thing, that barometer
it never makes a mistake." .

Mr. and Mrs. Bert TOestbrook reg-
istered at the Multnomah on their
way to Astoria. Mr. Westbrook
was formerly in the hotel business
at Albany, Or.

Frank Mashburn, who Is one ef
the owners of the largest tnercan
tile establishment at Grants Pass,
is at Hotel Portland with Mrs.
Mashburn.

P. J. Stadelman, recently re
elected mayor of The Dalles, and J.
P. Roth, hotel man of that city, are

I among tiia arrivals at the, liultno--
lean,

Copyright, Houghton-Miffli- n Ca.

Can Yon Answer These Questions!
1. Does the buzzard use the cur-

rents of th air to assist in soaring?
2. What is the aromatic plant

growing by the water's edge, about
two to four feet, with a long leaf,
which gives off an aromatic odor
when crushed or rubbed? I believe
is is called arrowhead.

3. Do both sexes in mosquitoes
hibernate?

Answers in tomorrow's Nature
Notes.

"

Answers to Previous Questions.
1. Please let me know why my

goldfishes are turning white. They
seem to be perfectly well and lively.

We do not know that thg cause
of change in color in goldfishes is
known, but the fact is that this
often happens. Scarlet goldfish will
turn white, silver ones black or yel
low and biack ones may turn yel-
lowish. The color in goldfishes is a
product of artificial selection in
breeding and is not stable like that
of "wild" fishes.

2. Please identify a" lizard seven
inches long, smooth glossy black,
with two roys of yellow dots from
neck to end of tail. Snout broader
than long, body fat; was found inv a
woodpile, apparently eating grubs.

Probably one cf the smooth-scale- d

lizards called skinks, whose shiny
coats distinguish them from other
lizards. Our guess is a young speci-
men of Eumeces quincuelineatus,
the five-line- d skink, found from
Massachusetts to Florida, west to
central Texas. Not qommon in north-er- a

states. In southern states the
adult may reach nine inches or a
shade over.

9

3. Does the bluebird have any
enemies among the other birds?
- At nesting time it ia likely to. The
aggressive English sparrow loves to
steal the bluebird's holt for a nest;
and the wren also troubles the nest
at times puncturing the eecrs, ap
parently with some instinct of put-
ting a rival brood out of the food
market. .

PORTLAND NEEDS MAIN STREET

Park and West Park Plus Interven
ing Property Offer Solution.

PORTLAND, Dec 12. (To the
Editor.) One need not be a prophet
to foretell that within the next BO

years there will be five or six cities
on this coast having populations of
from two to five millions. These
coast cities are all in the making
ana it must yet be determined if
Portland is to be one of the hie-
cities or will it be a big town with
beautiful homes, charming people
and a delightful climate. Portland
has its problems and manv are
fundamental, but not impossible. Its
greatest need at present is a Main
street. We cannot build on the plans
laid out 60 or 70 years ago for a
village. Our business district is con-
stantly shifting, but finds no per-
manent center. Values are chang
ing wnere tney should be permanent
or increasing. No traffic regulations
will fie satisfactory or of lasting
benefit. There is no room in our
streets at present for business ex-
pansion to meet the demands of an
increased population. Our blocks are
now too small and to widen the
streets and make smaller the blocks
will only intensify the trouble.

When the late H. S. Rowe was
mayor he favored the purchase by
the city of the property between
Front street and the river from
Glisan street to Madison street, the
widening of Front street and the
construction of docks for river boats.
This would divert some of the traf-
fic north and south from the streets
west Our city engineer is again
recommending this and It should
be done.

About 1893, when we were Just
getting used to consolidation, our
first expansion preparatory to the
building of a city, a number of the
officials were in the city hall then
the Bickle building on Second
street, between Ash and Ankeny
streets and this same subject of
narrow streets was under discus
sion. It was suggested that the city
should buy the privately owned
blocks between Park and West Park
streets and that from Hoyt street
to the hills at the south be made
Into a real Main street.

The idea was prophetic because
no one could anticipate present
conditions. It was considered vision-
ary and Impossible because no busi
ness would ever go so far west
Now it seems the most plausible and
desirable thing to do. Such a street
on the west side will stabilize values
and greatly increase the values of
property between it and the river.
It will give us a setting for a city
of half a million people. It will
save life and make the transaction
of business easier, quicker and
cheaper. It will call out protest and
opposition, but there was oposition
to consolidation, to Bull Run water,
to municipal docks, to the Lewis and
Clarke fair and every other move
for progress. There always will be
opposition, but. even so, there will
be forward movement.

Formerly the size of a city de
pended upon the extent and pro
ductiveness of surrounding territory.
Modern methods of transportation
have eliminated this condition. Lo
cation is not so important a factor
as at one time, otherwise St. Louis
and New Orleans would surpass
Chicago. Men are the prime requi-
site men of abiMty, vision and cour-
age. THOMAS C. DEVLIN.

How PoI Is Played.
OREGON CITY, Or., Dec. 11

(To the Editor.) Please state hpw

LIONEL INGLE,

It "is a game of ball resembling
hockey, with four players on a side
and on horseback. It Is played in
an open space measuring about 900
feet in length by 450 feet wide,
with a ten-inc- h guard from end
to end on the sides only. The goal
posts are 24 feet apart, ten feet
high and light enough to break if
collided with, A ball of wood
painted white, measuring 3

inches in diameter and weighing
five ounces is used. As different
players require different sorts of
sticks or madlets, there are no
hard-and-fa- st rules as to their
length, weight and shape.

Fascist! in Italy.
PORTLAND, Dec 12. (To the

Editor.) (1) Could you tell me the
proper pronounciatlon of the word
"fasclsti"? Has the letter "c" a hard
or soft sound? (2) What io meant
by the fascistl movement In Italy?

M. F. C.

1. Italians pronounce it as if
spelled the c like cb in
child and the I like long e. It Is a
derivation of the Latin-Engli-

word "fasces," meaning a bundle
of rods or sheaves, and ia symbolio
of effort

2. An organisation in Italy whose
object is the suppression of revo-
lutionary movements. Its activities
are especially directed against rad-

ical elements and its sympathies ore
with, Jb--s working cUesea. '
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TAXPAYERS ELSEWHERE ABUSED.

Comparison of Oregon taxes with
sums raised by taxes in other states
lias often been abused. The levy-
ing of taxes for the same general
purposes in the several states so
varies In form that the terminology
used here may not mean exactly
the same thing when applied else-
where. The assertion that Oregon
state taxes are highest of all states
is a n illustration of the looseness of
talk to which the practice of mak-
ing comparisons lends itself.

Taxes are too high, as everybody
knows, but the condition is not
peculiar to Oregon. We of the
several states are a fairly homo-
geneous people. Our needs, wants,
aspirations are about the same. In
the west particularly we move
pretty much in concert, and we
have moved in concert in enlarg-
ing government functions and in
increasing thereby the cost of gov-
ernment.

Now we are indebted to the
United States special census sta-
tistics for 1921 for certain tax com-
parisons. These comparisons were
obviously made with only the gen-
eral usefulness of such figures in
mind and not in furtherance of
any propaganda or political move-
ment. Among nine western states
where basic conditions are com-
parable, the tax levy on real estate
and personal property in Oregon
is exceeded by that of Iowa, Minne-
sota and Washington, while Ore-
gon's levy per capita is exceeded
by that of Washington, Colorado
and South Dakota.

For illustration, the tax levy on
real and personal property in
Washington is $12.82 per capita;
in South Dakota, $6.10; In Colo-
rado, $5.84; in Oregon, $5.57. The
average property owner in Oregon
pays less in direct taxes than in
these otner states.

Additional Interest Is given to
these figures by the disclosure that
although the per capita tax In
Washington is much greater than
that in Oregon, what may be
termed the operating cost of gov-
ernment in Washington is lower
than that in Oregon. The expla-
nation of this seeming inconsist-
ency is that Washington relies more
fully on taxes on lands and per-
sonal property than we do for
meeting the costs of government.
Oregon has already discovered ad-
ditional sources of revenue which
give it a lower per capita property
tax, although its cost of govern-
ment is higher than its neighbor's.

But the significant thing about
the figures is that despite sensa-
tional charges, Oregon has not laid
taxes on land and personal prop-
erty with a heavier hand than some
other states properly comparable
with it. By "state" is meant Ore-
gon and ail its subdivisions. One
of the confusions In comparisons is
the looseness with which this term
is used. In the restrictive sense
"state taxes" are those levied to
meet the legislative appropriations
and other expenses incurred by the
supreme political entity for the
benefit of the entire common
weaun. in me oroader sense,
"state taxes are those levied
within the state for all purposes,
including "state." county, city,
school district and other subdi-
visions.

NOT A NEW rROBLEM.
Superintendent Childs, of the

Hood River horticultural experi-
ment station calls attention to i
situation for which there is ample
precedent in the history of fruit-
growing when he reminds orchard-ist- s

that the low price of apples
this season will have the effect of
"causing growers in various parts
of the country to grow lax in the
fight against disease and Insect
pests."' The fact is that the man
has chosen the wrong vocation who
undertakes to "produce fruit, yet
permits himself to be influenced
by the same conditions that would
govern him if he were depending
upon an annual crop, like grain. A
certain capacity for viewing the in-
dustry philosophically and as a
whole, for considering the future
as well as the present, and an op-
timism which some men come by
naturally, but which others never
acquire, are essential to the orch-ardist- 's

spiritual equipment.
Men and women not so en-

dowed have tried fruit farming and
almost invariably have failed. A
tree is too precious to be uprooted
on every whisper of adversity and
every temporarily unfavorable situ-
ation. It is because of this that
the number of orchard trees in
the United States has not long ago
exceeded the demands of the trade.
If half of the nursery stock that
is set out annually came into full
bearing, fruitgrowing would have
long ago been overdone. But hun-
dreds of thousands of trees an-
nually die of neglect and disease
or are grubbed out by too easily
discouraged planters, and the In-

dustry in its entirety remains as
promising as it ever has been.

It would seem as if insect and
other pests were a beneficent pro-
vision of nature against overpro-
duction. Moreover, periods of de-
pression in prices, result ing from
innumerable causes, operate in the
wne jvaj Jts less than g. decade

bred in materialism is hating to be
convinced.

But there is. more than the dislik
ing of change inmethods and con- -

'cepts; it appears impossible to some
minds. This is illustrated fre- -
quently by the posting of rewards
for the capture of a spirit "with
the goods on him." Your material-
ist thinks he can purchase spiritual
commodities with money just as be
might go ovft and buy a cargo of
wheat. History tells of one man of
this kind who was sternly rebuked
with the words: "Thy money perish
with thee."

It is true that this generation
will accept anything in the name of
science simply because they have it
in them to do so. And this is not
at all strange for it is simply hu-
man nature. The spiritists do
the same thing. A man who has
obtained what he considers Incon-
testable proof in communication is
in danger of relaxing his scrutiny
of additional phenomena.

Also this habit of believing or
disbelieving according as it jibes
with our fixed states of mind is
well illustrated in two recent dis-
coveries. The astronomer Plaskett
has told us of his finding that a
mere speck in the heavens is in
reality two immense suns 65,000,000
miles apart and 10,000 light years
irom tne earth, and then to work
still further on our imagination he
says that one of them is 20 times
the diameter of our sun and 15,000
times as bright. No one seems to
question this announcement and yet
not one person in a million is able
to verify it.

But when Dr. Crawford. Schrenek- -
Notzing, Bisson and others announce
to the world their discovery of a
substance called ectoplasm, which
is drawn from the body of a medium
and, used by the spirit to build up a
materialized form in which to func
tion for the moment, how few are
there are who are prepared to accept
ii, wur materialists trankiy consider
it as chimerical. And yet, It is in-
finitely easier for a person to verify
ectoplasm than to verify Plaskett's
vision. In the demonstration of
either he must conform to thenecessary conditions. And rle-h-

iiere is anoiner quirk of human na
ture; we make no protest against
observing the rules of material
science but when It comes to spirit-
ual phenomena we insist upon fix-
ing the conditions as we think they
should be. We swallow Plaskett'sstars without the twitch of a musclebut absolutely refuse even to touchectoplasm, much less smell or taste
it. CHAS. F. BARBER.

CANADA'S AID TO VETERANS

Money Gratuities, l and Entries and
Loans Offered Soldiers,

PORTLAND, Dec. 12. (To th. Ed
itor.) Please tell me if the Cana
dian government has paid her sol-
diers of the world war a bonus and
if so was it a flat sum or an amount
based on a sliding scale or was it a
loan privilege? If a bonus was
paid, how were the funds raised? If
by; bonds, can you tell me where the
same were sold? L. L T.

Before the close of the war Cana-
dian soldiers honorably discharged
for war reasons were given mone-
tary assistance on a length of serv-
ice basis for periods ranging from
one to three .months. This was
known as payment.
The system was later extended to
include all ranks returning to Can-
ada with the dispersal of the Cana-
dian forces. An order In council
December 21, 1918, established the
war gratuity, a cash bonus on a
sliding scale based upon the length
and place of service.

In 1919 the soldiers' settlement
board was organized to assist eligi-
ble and qualified soldiers to settle
on farms. Loans were authorized
for the purchase of equipment, etc
in Deoruary, 1819, an order was
passed enabling the board to pur-
chase for returned men agricultural
lands In any province, subject to
regulations requiring previous prac-
tical farming experience In Canada,
To qualified soldiers loans may be
granted up to $7500 at 6 per cent in-

terest, repayable on the amortlza-
t'on plan in six annual In
case of loans for stock and equip
ment and in 25. annual payments in
the case of land and buildings. Also
all dominion lands within a radius
of 15 miles of any railway were re-

served for returned sold'ers. In the
three prairie provinces where do-

minion Lands were available every
eligible returned soldier was en-

titled under the act to a soldier
grant of 160 acres, and in addition
to th's soldier grant he was free to
exercise his civilian right to a home-
stead of another 160 acres.

More detailed information can- be
had from reference works in the
public library.

MR. WEST NOT EVEN RECEPTIVE

Would Not Accept Place on Hlgh- -.

way Board if Tendered.
PORTLAND, Dec. 12. (To the

Editor.) This morning The
Salem correspondent has

me all but appointed as one of the
highway commissioners. ( As far as
I am advised this report is without
foundation. Were I being considered
for the place I undoubtedly would
have been Informed by the governor-
elect I know that I am not going
to be one of the highway commis-
sioners because I could not and
would not, accept the appointment
were it tendered.

The position of highway commis-
sioner is an important one and the
man appointed to the place must
not only be thoroughly competent
through experience, but have ample
time to devote to the work. I am
sure that Governor-ele- ct Pierce will
use the utmost care in selecting
these commissioners, as I know he
has a sincere desire to give a good
administration through this depart-
ment '

Your news story intimates that
there was seme opposition to me on
account of my friendship for. Sen-
ator Chamberlain and I wish to take
this occasion to say that my ad-
miration for the senator is growing
daily, and, like thousands of others,
I am being more convinced that his
defeat was a tragedy. His good
name and his accomplishments will
bn remembered long after the names
of those who betrayed him in the
election have been forgotten.
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shortening the route? (2). Has the V
postmaster In the postoffice from
which rural mall is distributed such
authority? A SUBSCRIBER.

1. Conditions are reviewed by the
postoffice Inspector and he makes'
recommendations to the postoffice
department.

2. Not without the sanction, of.

jpiej postoffice departmenti ,mr.


