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A LIBRARY CENTENARY.

The ce
the first
United
on
litera

public  Illbrary
States provokes reflection
enduring quality of =ome
ture and reminds us also that

in the

the

the raw material of which librs trx'-,'

ure made has grown enormously in |
\'u] ims in the hundred vears since
then. The ploneer fres library was

stablished in a rural community in

2w Hampsh thon
1‘0'\'!\ dependi mlmoat wholly on
agriculture for its existence. This
Eeems to have been the history of
library movement throughout
country. Fhiladelphia had a
predominantly agricultural back-
sround when Benjamin Franklin
introduced the idea of co-operation

ire, it

the

hooks, With minor exceptions
which related to collections of
| technical books, the history of libh-
rary expansion has been synchron-
ous
farm frontier,

Is thera a definite relationship
between the ecalling of the husband-
man and desire for breadth of
knowledge? 1t is significant that
these first libraries grew out of mo-
tives other than the purely utili-
tarian. The pioneer of all free
libraries appears to have catered
heavily to demand for uplifting, or
at least informative, works. Gib-
bons’ Rome, Johneon's essays and
the writlngs of Addison and Steecle
were among them, Johnson's
“Lives of the Poets," a life of
ieorge Washington as & matter of
eourse, Franklin's “Autobiography.”
files of the Federalist and similar
volumes attest the gap between the
| psychology of the weary fermer
ind that of the tired business man.
| The library waa dedicated expressly
to the use of children, but not flip-
pantly, it appears, and youngsters
and thelr parents were nourished |
on a pabulum of golid Hterary food.

The first comers to Oregon,
pre-eminently men and
the soll, assembled a publlie lHbrary
thelr earliest opportunity. The
|first Immigration of any importance
| was that of 1842 and It {s worthy of

note that the beginning of & Hbrary
was made In the winter of that
year. The Multnomah Cireulating
| Library at Willamette Falls was the
piration of the Ploneer Lyceum
|and Literary club, which was the
| cultural center of the region during
| the months immediately precading
or nization of the first govern-
ment, In all probability it had a
gond deal to do with shaping the
course of subsequent political
events. The charter granted to the
library by the legislature of 1845
was one of the first few acts of in-
corporation and the first covering
an educationdl institution. “A very
good circulating library,” was the
comment of J. W. Nesmith, who
W nol & man to have been at-
tracted by trashy reading matter.
It ought not to be forgotten that
congress when it passed the terri-
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though it dealt with funda-

of $6000—a rather large sum In
that time—for a library and that the
original constitution of the state,
when it made provision for an ir-
reducible school fund, included
libraries among the purposes for

h its income mlght be ex-
pended.

The fire which destroyed the ter- |
ritorial eapitol in 1855 consumed
among other tomes “The FPhiloso-
phy of Living.” Goethe's “TFaust.” |
lLoocke's cssaye.” including, bho
doubt, that on the human under-
| standing, and the works of Marin |
Edgeworth and Hannah More. |
When congress responded to & If:;;-|
{slative memorlil requesting an ap- |
propriation of $20,000 for morae
baoks by cutting the sum to a trif-|
ling $5600 it clearly underrsted the
cultural aspirations of the people of
Oregon. Neverthel as evary
citlzen of Oregon now Kknows, or
| ought to know, tha people have |
found ways to propagete the seed
| sown in plonesr times.

The centepary observed
month presents, as | heen sug-
gested, a study In contrists. The|
first free Hbrary disarmed opposi-
tion because it was a voluntary af- |
fair, but it was looked at askance
by some. The free library as an in- |
stitution deriving unguestioned sup-
port from Ppublic funds and as
an agency of co-operation in ediu-
cation Is of much more recent date,
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Ben Olecott went into office with
Hean d]'ll:l mpt\ hands. His hands '
are nmd Iil' ¥ are
sImpty. all his i
AT ET !
When m-'mlnr» of
in logrolli loenl
the hichway runme
was menaced he applied the veto
Lo local road hills without merey
when he saw the pareamount
need of getting the young wardas of |
thie boys' training of
dungeonlike quarters into huildings |
here there would be less taint of
jail to make reforma
sible he demanded a diversion
certain state road fur to
purpose and got it,

There will be no attempt made
hersin y describie, in detnil, his|
wchievements, which include con-
solidation of elections, hlue sky law, |
ellmination of costly stute census |
and numerous other efficiency and
ECONoOmMY measures. It will be|,
out, however, with some
that Governor Olcott
wrned the pressure of high
long before the present cam-
paign commenced and that he be-
gan an effort for their reduction.

Governor Olcott's messafe to the
legislature of 1931 a public docu-
ment, It begins with a solemn
warning that the period of defla-
tion has commenced and that the |
stute must prepare for Hia |
message draws attention
large taxes voted by
with consequent

e

or man

the ature |

gsrhool out

of
that|
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2

it
to the|
the people

heavy demand

with the advancement of the|ypon tax resources. He made plain

the inevitabllity of his veto of ap-
propriations that coxceeded the 6|
per cent limitation, Ha directed |
&ltention to the fact that land is
pay¥ing an undue proportion uf|
taxes, referred to his appointment
of a committee to survey the fisld |
for property that was not paying|
ite just proportion, and announced
to the legislature that this com- |
mittee of his conception would ul-
timately have a report for legis
lative consideration. He called
trpan the legislature for a strangth- i
aning of the budget and he warned |
agalnst o movement to enlarge the |
state capito]l at expense of other |
and more worthy needs,

It I8 worthy of note that one of
the men Governor Olcott &t to
work to devise a constructlve
method, of equallzing the tax bur-
| den, of taking off of farms and
homes a share of the undue pro-
portion now lald upon them—that
tane of the men called to this work
was one who had never exhibited
theretofore in any of his public
activities—which had been num-
erous—a knowledge of the con-
dition whose unfairness Governor
Qleott had set out to remedy. That
man was Walter M. Plerce, Ha
apparently got his first intimation
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| mere thr

| real test: If it should

that the farmers of the state were
eomplaining of unjust tax treat-
ment from the farmers themselves

| who turned out to volee their pro- |

tests before the commission which

Governor Oleott conceéived and ap- I

pointed,

As sald before, Governor Olcott
does not make rash promises, The
systematic effort that he initlated
for reform of taxation In Oregon
Is virtually at the productive stage.
The next legisliture will have be-
fore it the results of the Oleott tax
investigation whether Mr. Olcott ba |
re-elected or not, It is character-
istic of Governor Olcott that this
investigation was Instituted and
insofar as he has directed its move-
ments, has been carrled on with-

out ostentation, There iz #o po- |

litical reason why Governor Olcott
should not have made tax reduc-
tion a noisy, windy, jazxy Issue of
his own campsaign He had laid
the groundwork for it by making
a consisteng record of careful con-
sideration &f the public interests
in his own official acts, and he had
instituted a plan for composing
taxation inequalities uand tax bur-
dens which | had had no part
in creating, We fancy that the|

| thought never occurred to him that
| here was

A way to pull votes to
It did not occur to him
intelligent exercise of fune-
tions that are fully imposed
upon @& gEO s anything
more to make about than
his honesty in ij!’t.“! ng to accept
two =ala That's (Meott. |

anding characteristics
Governor Olecott are modesty,
Nhonesty, efficiency. The
thinka that a governor
has so consistently exhibitad
four commendable virtues
be re.elected.
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ITALY CONJURES UF A WAR-CLOUD. f
Reaction, socialists call it, is
going to extreme in Italy |
; revolt against i_--_-H-I
and the Internationnl
ideas of the socializts, for it r'unl-;
bi nationalization of in- |
dusiry with to realize "_h-:,‘;
most exts u\,:;...m' territorial chaims |
of nationality. It now rules Haly |
in fact and may soon do 50 In name
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draw back from an invasion

of Albania, but Italy is a first-class
power with permanent membership
on the leagzua coun If the leagrus
ghould fall to compel lialy to re.
spect o treaty only yoars old,
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Amb.i%&uur }In.rvoy's proposal |
t the ten commandments be re- |
v i to conform te the modern |
status of women has disclosed,

| among other things, judging from

the discussion it has created, that

| both sexeg are about eqgually lack-

ing In the sense of humeor.

Houdini has filed a pc‘ut'on ml
bankruptey, showing that thorell
are some tight places He can't get|
out of, even when he has made
them himself.

Germany proposes to issue fif-
teen Dillion muarks 8s emergency
jmeoney, The clgar coupon business
r-1u=t speed up to keep in the race.

The ex-kalser's wedding presents

| to-his bride cost §00,000000 marks, |

They cught to pawn for at least a
twenty. |

The woman charged with killing |
a sheepherder In Klamath county
wis acquitted, for lack of evidence,
though.

Young Mr.
today., What
head if he
finger!

Ford is In Portland
a parade he couldg
would hold up one

Oregon for wonders! A state
official has returned an unex-
pended balance of over $13,000!

Youngs river is sald to be full
of shad, and if the shad are full
of bones, why, that's that

It's an {ll wind that blows any-
body good. The golfer's woe is
the duck hunter's delight.

Mr. Plummer will have svery
kind of cow but the sslf-mlilker at
tha Pacific International.

It is just as wall ws approach
the end of the year, Thars is o
“honey" weal coming,

The meaning of “caveat emptor" !
might be dmended to Include nego-i
tiating a erossing.

The "Gorille"” was identifisd, The
rest should he simpls,

OB, what a peacelyl weekl

| pregant
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FOLICIES IN LEGION DEPLORED

Comrades of Wary Comprise Men of
Ali Faiths and Partiles. |
PORTLAND,#Nov 1.—(To the Ed-|
itor.)—The American Lasgion and l
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Writer Compares Measare toe Ennct-
menis of Durk Agey.
PORTLANTY, N«
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Those Who Come and Go.

Tales of Folks at the Hotels.

Burroughs Nature Club.

More Truth Than Poetry.

Copyright, Houghton-Mifflin Co.

By Jomen J. Moniague.
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Where Providence Has Blessed Man
Should Not Seek to Dentror.
DRTLAND, Nov. L—(To the Edi-
—This falir and fertile &tate hus

ed to the world throuzi

lecturars, evang 8 wnd

38 as n wonderful land of

h and opportun'ty, a favared
saction of

We know

mn
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to balance our

selves soberly

me

We ara r-_-nt'!.[ru; eway for fame
"l noto
Kt
and almost in the
ara soms who
and make Jife
staunch Pm“‘f‘“- a. 1d  thelr
and chlldren's children who
believe more or less
andard.
Iate war we got a falr
o is who" In Oregon. It
3y no  difference  wheathsr hls
& was Mike, Pat, P or
laude when the c to ar Wias
ecunded to protact glorious and
Incomparable flag from the on-
'-n]:ng of Invasion. Let us bs con-
£ &ll cruuiw und races, as
thes &gain to uphoid
our country's tradition and show a
real test of this much-nbused 100

1" than
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WORLD TOO SEVERE

ON BHOYS

Why TFick on Them Just Becaunscs
They Choose 1o Adorn Themaelves?

PORTLAND, Nov, 1.—(To thes Ed*-
tor.)—! have been reading the ar-
ticles In your paper concerning tha
new fad among the boys and it oc-
currad to me that maybe the world
in general was just & little Wit hard
on tham,

Take the gl A girl can put on

a dress that camea direct from Paris,
4.16 when she stages her entrance
among her frilends soms swael
voung thing will rush up and rap-
turoualy prociaim: “Oh, how cute
you icok. Why, it's perfectly ripping
Look, Mae, I=n't she too swest for
words?"

Eveén the men do not Icok In ths
oppasite direction if one of the falr
sex displays her pink shoulders in
a gay French gown.

So why plek on the boys? Poor fei-
lows It's a shameé to compel them
to maks thelr hasty journey home-
ward down back alleys and deserted
side stroets with nothing te cove:s
them but an unwieldy barrel. Why
maks them go through such torture
merely because they choose to wWear
the becoming peon pants? Why can't
a filpper wear pants mads In the
Tinited States, sven though Spanish
in #tyle, when hilas sleter the flappar
{mports both her dress and style
from n foreigm country? Bhe does
not ralss a revoiution!

Don't you think we're a little hard
on the fellows? I do.

LUCILE GLOVER.

GOVERNOR OLCOTT ANSWERS

Never Knowingly Permitted Unlnw-
ful School Land Lonm,
BROWNSVILLE, Or, Nov, 1—~(Ta
tha Editor.)—In enswsr te your in-
quiry, I wish to say that as a mam-
ber of the state land hoard I never
knowingly permittsd the Issuance of
any loan from the irreduclible school
fund that wus against the law or
against the rules and regulations of
the board. I certainly would not par-
ticipate in such a loan for my par-
sonal benefit, nor permit anyone cisa
to dg 80, ' TT,
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gpelled pr whatover lis source, my
fr d wanits to come out hare and
maks hils homeo Portland.'

In the Intersstz of the milllon-
dollar memoria!l to be erected at the
lowa State college, Ames, Ia, Dr.
Leanard Plerson, president of the
eollege, and M. J. Riges of the
United States Stesl eorporation and
pre ent of the alumnl, are In Port-
land at a Multnomah. They are
hera m with former studentsa
of the college

the

It is said that Mra. Sade Van
Buren of La Grande, Or, who [s at
the Hotel Portland, is one of the
bedat Insurance agents In the country
for the particular company which
she writes policles for. In the en-
tire Unlted States only a few agents
In that comps hive besen able to
get more =signatures on the dotted
line.

Waltsar Brown, an automoblla
dealer of Medford, Or, is ampng the
Hotal Portland arrivals, For the
population, Medford has more than
the usual number of cars per caplita,
largely usa of the prosperity of
the comun ty and the fine road
system In at saction.

Loyal M. Graham, candidata for
representative In the legislature
from Washington county, is regis-

T

Grove. Mr. Graham, when In the
legislature, was largely responsible
for drafting the highway bond
measures as a member of the house
committes on reads and highways.

With tha blz e-m'-n'm'll at Gar.bam.l.

Or., In operation and the

Jacks In the woods supply .g

logs, thers is enough activity going
t point to make Garibaldl
nd thriving town. XMr, and

Mra, J. E. Repass of Garibald! are

among the Imipeérial errivals,

8 B. Cronch, for years !n the
hardware business at Roseburg, Or.,
is at the Hotel Portland. Ths blg-
gest thing iy Dougins county this
year has been the prune crop, for
i-’LIle.\ are ga important to Dougilas
Bs apples ute to Hoo d River or baor-
ries to Marion eou Ps

Ira 8..8Smith, who reglsters from
Coos Bay et the Imperial, 1s In Port-
land on buslness and is also sound-
ing sentiment on the political sit-
uatlon In Mmltnomah county. Mr,
Smith I8 a former member of tha

te senats for Coos and Curry
caunties,

Rev: Elmer I Goshen of Salt Lake
City. ls reyz“‘-ﬂ ed at the Hotel Port-
land. Al ugh a minister of the
gospal, he an ardant basaball fan
and was instrumental In Salt Lake
City acquiring its franchise for the
bassbali team,

Heanry Tourlsh of Duluth, Minn.,
prominently Ildentified with the
lumber industry, la at the Hotel
Portland. Ha comes to Oregon
about once a year to look over hia
intsreats here.

Baron Rlchard Groedel and Hugo
Bruckman from Vienna, Austria, are
registered at the Hotel Portland.
They are making r tour of the
United States, =

€, ¥, Hunsiker gt Chieage, whers
he is the director of the research
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Sehool BI is
Mutter, Says Correspondent.
PORTLAND, Oct. 31.— (To tha Edl-
tor.)—Are Messrs. Nugent, Wood-
ward and Maleolm the Initlators
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Mr. Flagg Clears up Matter of Chil-
dren's School Atlendance.
ABTORIA, Or., Oct. 80.—(To the
Editor.)—In au : to Willlam J.
Sheehy pleus: 1 sh the follow-
ing letter hc-n- William F. Wood-
ward regarding the statement rs
cently made that he
c¢hildren to & privat
PORTLARKD, r.,, O

virtua of
er after grad
ary publie
school courss
A a

T
WILLIAM F
ths proposed law
have the rizght te do
what Mr. Woodward has dons,
send his children to
suw [t after they
from tha slementary
publie school.

Sines asking questions appears to
be In order, will Mr. Sheehy answer
Just this one

It the C"th- e church
bitter enemy of the pub
why did the Catholle g
¢!l of Baltimors, ux set
recent number of the g
monthly of Astoria tha C
Blshop Glennon, declare the ¢
law to be “any Cathollc parent who,
without grave cause, sends his chil-
dren to a publie school is unworthy
to recelva the sacrament™

B, H. FLAGQ.

Under
ona would

Just

ia not the

Author of Famous Poem,
UNDERWOOD, Wash., Oct.. 81.—
(To the Editor.)—Kindly print that
grand old poem “The BHurlal of
Moses™ and tell something of the
anthor, whoss name I hava forgot-
ten.. W. G.

You ¢an, no doubt,
contalning the poem from the state
circulating library at Olympla,
‘Wash. The poem may be found in
“The Bpsaker's Garland," editad by
Phineas Garrett, or in any good
anthology.

Mrs. Cecll Frances Alexandsr, an
English poet, was born In Strabanes,
Irpland, about 1830, In 1850 gsha
married the Rev, Willlam Alexunder,
afterward Bishop of Derry. She Is
tha muthor of *Aoral Song="
*"Hymns for Children"” and “Poems
on Old Testament Subjecta™ Bhe
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tland,
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