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OUR ARMY ON THE RHINE.

By following presentation to the
allies of our bill for maintenance of
the Ameriean army on the Rhine
with the declsion to withdraw all of
ouur troops from Germany before
July 1, the administration gives
practical «ffect to its opinlon that we
have no direct interest in collection
of the reparation Indemnity or In
any of the political purposes of al-
lied occupation of the Rhine bridge-
heads. The sllies have already col-
lected from Germany far more than
enough to pay our military expenses
in that quarter, and under the armis-
tice cost of the army of occupation
iz p first charge on any payments by
Fermany. Then we bave no Interest
In future payments, and we have no
cause to keep a sheriff’s posse on the
Rhine, ready to go deeper Inte Ger-
many and enforce payment,

But it is not to be Inferred from
the fact that Mr. Hughes has handeéd
our bill to the allies that he intends
immediately to demand payment,
Though ssnators-may shout till they
are hounrse that the allies should be
forced to pay, they know, or should
know, that payment at the present
time would do us more harm than
good and would tend to dafeat our
maost urgent purpose—restoration of
prosperity in America by restoring it
in Europe. We do not want pay-
mant in gold, for we have too much
mnd Furops has too little of that
metal for our good, We do not want
payment In goods when our indus-
tries are working short time.

It i» safe to guess that Secretary
Hughes wants an acknowledgment
that $241.000,000 of the sum in the
hands of the reparation commission
belons to the Unilted States and
wants it set aside to be dizposed of
as our government shall direct. That
would be a hint both to the allies
and Germany that we have some
slight Interest in reparations. It
would be a hint to our irreconcil-
ablies that proper care for our in-
teresta requlires that we bes repre-
sented on the reparation commis-
slon. Having that sum of monesy on
adeposit, we should have something
bofore eyes of Europe to make
it more amenable to our views on
economic reconstruction, If all po-
litical differences among European
states should be ironed out and if
they ghould reduce thelr armies so
anm o bring their expenses within
thelr income, the Tinited States
might lend several of them slices of
that fund used In establish-
ing a pold-secured currency or In
peacefal reconstruclion of rallroads,
roads, bridges and other public
work Thus used, it would make
markets for many times its amount
In the value of American goods sold
to Europe.

By hastening disarmament and
inanclal adjustment, the demand
for payment of our army cost would
help to remove the worst obstacles
to American partleipation in an
economic conference, if not at Genoa
in April, then at some other clty
later. Mr. Hughes |s using tactful
pressure to that end, He has passed
& milestone on the road to Genoa.

The first cffect of the American
withdrawal may be disappointment
among the allles and joy among the
Germans, but it has been anticipated
and discounted by the complete
rRgreement betwean Premiers Llowd
George and Polncare In thelr recent
conference at Boulogne. Nothing
but ¢ actual drafting of a treaty
remained to effect a defensive alll-
dnce against Germany. They know
that they must pull together in order
to collect anything, and Lloyd
George may be restralned from
balking by a well-founded bellef
that, if driven to it. Folncare is
ready to send a French army into
Germany to tonke all that it can get,
without British help and regardless
of British protest. The first requlsits
to settlement of reparation and of
all political questions In Europe Is
that Great Britain and France work
together. By so dolng they can pave
the way for economiec reconstruc-
tlon and for American assistance In
that work. s

ifig

ta be

A QUESTION OF ETHICS,

A nice guestion of ethics is in-
volved in the refusal of a dlstin-
gulshed DBritish scientist to co-oper-
ate with officials of the government
in chemlical warfare research. The
ground of his declination is that he
desires to have nothing to do with a
work of investigation that is essen-
tially destructive in Its character. If,
we suppose be will argue, the Ger-
mans had not studied out poison gas,
this instrument would not have been
employed in the late war.

But a point that the sclentist
seems o have missed is that if the
nations which abhorred polson gas,
and which would in all probability
have refrained from using it if they
hed known about it, were materially
bandicapped by want of knowledge
when the time came to offeet it with
counter inventions of thelr own.
Poison gas i» not all there Is to
ghemical warfare, but it serves as an
example of & department of ressarch
in which it might have basn wished
that the allles had been readiar than
thay were. Nor iw it easy always to
determine in advance just which
agents of destruction are destructive
onily, and which may serve an even
higher purpose. Alfred Nobel, who
gives a peace prize and who was es-
sentially peaceful in his aspirations,

made his fortons from the Invention

-

of dynamite, which is likely to prove
in the long run to have been more
important in indusiry than it has
been destructive In war.

The sclentists conscience, of
course, is a possession of his own.
We may honor his conylstency with-
out agreeing with him in his inter-
pretation of duty, The National
Unlon of Beientific Workers, which
new has the maiter under discus-
glon, has no one-sided problem to
golve.

EHOW US THE WAY:

FEastern Oregon people want jower taxes
and seem Lo be in earnest about it: their
nttitude in standing firmily against the
Portland exposition seheme to further
finntd the taxpayers Is pretity good =yi-
demce of thelr detarmioation. Whather
they will sucoeed !n accomplishing ahy-
thing & very doubtful. since the mume old
party workars wiil ‘be elscted to the jegpis-
iature, pindged th aconomy in advance. aod
determined Lo vote for any money-spend-

me proposad, espeolslly It It eres
atns more public Jobs to be filled by faith-
ful party workers who must be “taken care
of** at the expense of the pedple. That in
what party government, so oarnestly ad-
vocatod by papers ilke The Oreganian,
means In the floal wnalysia In the very
sature of thinge It must In due coursn of
time become a  “government of the party.
by the party and for the party'— Just
what wa have In Oregen, with its thous-
ands of malaried officl all af them
whooping it up for the republican party
and drawing their salaries regularly. Bo
what's the use of kickihg about it when
you've got wha you want?—Engene
Guard.

Party government? It is not party
government when there is mo equal
balance, or anything near it, batween
the parties and when there is no
party responsibility or accountability
of any, kind.

But jst that pass What system
can be devised by the Guard, or by
those for whom It speaks, that wiil
assura better men in public office,
and particularly more highly quali-
fled men and women In the legisla-
ture, and other tax-appropriating
and tax-gspending bodies, than are
now elected?

We seek light and guidanoce. When
wa find & better plan of popular
election, through direct or repre-
sentatlve expression of the will of
the people, or the reasonable prom-
Ise 0of a better plan, The Oregonian
will be for it What Is (t?

REVISING AN OLD FREOVEERB,

The scientists are rapldly recon-

structing our Ideas of what consti-
tutes the impossible, reminding us
as an authority on chemistry has
sald, that It I8 only by overcoming
nature that man can rise. “The
history of civilization,” sald the
philosopher Huxley, *“details the
steps by which man has succeeded
in bullding up an artificinl world
within the cosmos" Yet even tho
term “artificial’” ia relative., Why is
It that we should regard creative
effort, In which the mind and the
hand of man are employved in fash-
loning articles of hls desire from the
articles which nature has provided
for him in their raw state, a9 mors
“artificial” than the shelter which
he constructs from forest frees or
the clothing that he weaves from the
wool on the sheep's back? For if
everything W artificial which is not
as nature made it, then nothing but
chaos is unartificial, for chaos s a
natural siate. Unco-ordinated, the
forces of nature are not particularly
valuable to man. I
This homily Is inspired by a small
btrochure issued by an eastern chem-
ieal concern in which i= described
the confounding of the man who
invented the phrase, Intended to
desoribe the height of the impossible,
which runs to the effect that “‘you
can't make a sillk purse out of a
sow's ear.” The laboratory experts
of this company procured from a
packing houss a consignment of
carefully selected sars of sows, which
were subjecied o certain processes
of chemical disintegration, and
finally of reconstruction, which
presently resulted in the production
of a fiber resembling =illk, and from
this a purse was woven. Now, no
claim {8 made that it isa particularly
good purse, or that we shall no
longer see purses of real ailk on
exhibition In the stores; but the
point is that a proverb meant to
envision a futility has been rendered
as naught because we are constantly
carrowing the fleld of that which
was formerly regarded as impossible.
Even though no man shall ever
carry money In this novel ereation
of synthetic silk, It deserves a high
place in the museum of our minds
a8 o symbol of progress in the affort
to wlden the horizon of the human
race. »
“Gradually then,” says Edward E.
Slosson in his “Creative Chemistry,”
“man will substituts for the natursal
world an artificial world, molded
nearer to his heart's desire. Man
the artifex will ultimately master
pature and reign supreme over his
own creation untll chaos shall come
again. In the ancient drama It was
deus ex machina that came In the
end to solve the problems of the
play. It is to the same supsrnatorsl
agency, the divinity Iin maehinery,
that we must look for the salvation
of soclety. It is by means of applied
#science that the earth can be made
habitable and a decent human life
made possibje, Creatlve evolution s
at last becoming con=clouns.”

The precise extent In . which we
shall regard any of the aceomplish-
ments of man as ‘‘artificial -will
depend largely on the point of view
and the width of experience of
individuals, Nature in a period of
years refertilizses her temporarlly
exhausted soils; men hasten the
extraction of nitrogen from alr by
a cunning process, and employ
“artificial” nitrates to speed up the
same process of restoration, Oxidi-
zation by chemical action In the
commercial laboratory would seem
to be no less natural a process than
the more tadious way that nature
has of accomplishing a simiiar
result. If a German chemist finds
seventeen ways of making indigo,
cach employing the materials that
nature has provided, Is the Indige
less a product of nature because it
has been synthesized by passing
through the brain of man—another
of nature’s own creations?

Etymologically, the artificial is
that which is the result of the arti-
fice of man; broadly considered, it
is but the product of a hastening
process devised by scientists who are
weary of walting off nature's ancient
ways and have improved upon them.
Synthetic billiard balls, already
hailed as “better than real Ivery,”
and synthetic rubber, already sclen-
tificaliy but not industrially accom-
plished, testify, not to artificiality
in a disparagiog connotation, but to
genuineness of human achlevement
quite as remarkabla, we think as
the products they are designed to
supplant

By making a silk purse from a
sow's ear the chemists have done
more than fabricate a useful recep-
tacle for joose change. They have

gons & long way toward destroying

the illuslon that the ingenuity of
man has limitations, and have called
attention to a new definition of the
term “artificial” and to a new con-
ception of the function of scientific
chemistry. For scientific achieve-
ment in industry is after all but

the forces which nature evidentiy
Intended that man should shape to
his own ends

PLAIN DEFECTS

it ssama that The Oregonlan belleves In
restoring the convention system If it will
sorrect arrors In the direct primary sys-
teme. It would be moers [Humlmting if
The Orogonian would inform its roeaders
what there s about the direct primary
that needs reforming. It Is not parfeot. it
must be admitted, and It would be qulte
fnteresting meading to paruss an article
frum the edlior of The Crogonfan painting
out In full the defects of the direct pri-
muary wmethod of the people making =
cholee without adyvige from party conven-
tionr.—Woodburn Independont.

“While The Oregonlan has never
been an admirer of the wide-open
direct primary It has never given oc-
cazlon for anybody to assume that It
wishes we might go back to ths
convention system ans formerly con-
ducted. In short, it knows any bass-
ruled convention Is bad, but It Is
not, llke some others, 20 suffocated
by the evil of long ago that it can-
not breathe & word of protest about
the obvious evils of the present.

The Woodburmm paper wants to
know what are the defects of a di-
rect primary method of the people
making a cholce without advice
from conventions The main defect
is that they don't and that the con-
ventlons from which they are=taking
their advice are back-room gather-
Ings, group conferences and class
organizations.

Oregon, for a very brief period,
had a primary convention system
under which delegates were elected
under direction and supervision of
law. The system was thrown over-
board hardly before It had begim to
function, that we might have a per-
sonal solicitation scheme, subject to
star-chamber, group-convention en-
dorssment and manipulation. We
created a system which, by and
large; gives us less fit men for ecan-
didptes, and we pay handsomely In
election costs for the privilege of
making the best of a bad choice.

The direct primary entered the
fleld .as a fetish, It Is stlll a fetish,
for which, because It |s a fetigh, and
for no other apparént reason, many
are still content to pay with hard
money and poor government, There
is a middle ground between the ex-
tremes of old-time convention and
modern direct primary that would
be an Improvement on both.

FINDING MICROSCOFIC FAULT,

To what straits are the opponents
of the Pacific treaty driven for argu-
ments that Senator Johnson made
much of the statement that the res-
ervation to the United States of freé-
dom of action in regard to the man-
dated Islands was written at the
same time as the treaty! Why was
it not made part of the treaty? Was
SBecretary Hughes already in such
doubt as to the meaning of the
treaty which he bhad just drawn that
he found it necessary to clarify ita
meaning? Nor was he silenced
when Senator Lodge said that Mr.
Hughes suggested the reservallen,
not to remove any doubts enter-i
tained by the makers of the treaty
but to suard against doubts that
mizht be raised by others probably
having in mind Mr. Johnson and his
brother irreconcilables.

The question why this reservatlon
woe made and why It was not made
part of the body of the trenty is
quite immaterial. It is there and is
quite as effectivk as a supplement as
it would have been in the body of
the treaty, and it removes possible
doubt on oneé peoint. To anticipate
and remova in advance a&npy doubt
that might posaibly arise In the
minds of AMr. Johnson and his fel-
low-irreconcilables would be lmpos-
gible, for thelr thoughts are com-
pounded of doubt as to the merit of
any other men's work.

Eveén the grammar displeased that
great master of BEnglish, Senator
Ashurst, for he sald that the paect
should have read “among,” not “be-
tween,” the four powera Irrespec-
tive of the certainty that it will lose
no virtue through use of “helween”
that use with relation to more than
two objects Is sanctioned by the
Standard dictionary. But such patty
picking to pieces of the treaty only
sarves to betray the smalloess of its
epponents’ minds,

WASTE IN INDUSTRY.

A committee of the Federated
American Engineering Boclaties
which has been making a study of
the extent to which wasta in Industry
is preventable finds that a tremen-
dous burden is being carrled by so-
ciety ns & whele which is due to the
fact that we are still profoundly
lacking in that high average degree
of the mentzal and moral forces of
management which alone make cer-
tain the permunent prosperity of the
economic lfe of a country., The
striking feature Indeed of the report
is its arraignment of management,
whose shortcomings are held to be
largely Ipexcussbie. As Frederick
M. Davenporty who reviews the re-
port in the Outlook, =ays, “the re-
sponsibility of labor is real, but less
in degree. Managenmient has the
greater genlus, the greater capaclty.
It has also, therefore, the greater
obligation.” 8lx industries were sur-
veyed; vast and unuecessary waste
was found in all of them; but the
findings place ovar 50 per cent of
the responsibllity at the door of
management and less than 25 per
cent at the door of labor. .

It is well therefore when wa are
itneclined to rest on our laureis as the
maost efficlent induostrial nation in
the world, which hne come to be a
too-commeonly accepted formula, to
reflact that the statement may not
bear scrutiny. In any event, It
seems to be a question whether we
have adapted Industry to the chang-
ing needs of new times., In an an-
clent day, when individuals sere
more or less sslif-contained, when
the distance between producer and
consumer was not .as great as it is
now and when human wants were
simple and sasily fulfilled, waste was
not a® tragic In its consequences as
1t now i[s—in tha first place becauss
those who permitted it were the pri-
mary ones to suffer, and in the next,
because mistakes of management
did not react upon entirely Innocent
parties to the transaction. But the
grouping of Industries, production
on an enormous scale and other
phénomena of the present century
have produced a situation in which
the victims of wasts are poweriess to
help themselves, - High costs of liv-
ing, so far as they are the product
of unnecessary waste, creale a prob-
lem in which all the peopls are in-

terestod; the same thing is true of

unnecessary unemployment. THhe
spectacle of men who have spared
no pains to fit themselves to do work:
of high grads unable Lo find & mar-
ket for theilr wares, only oecause the
Industry of which they are a part is
hadly organized, suggesis that we

another step in the effort to controel! still have much to learn.

The typical Industries investigated
included the bullding trades, men's
ready - made c¢lothing, boots and
shoes, printing, the metal trades and
textiles. The prinecipal
waste are summarized as avoldabls
labor confiict, seasonal operation,
unempioyment, high Jabor Lurnover,
speculative booms and over-produc-
tion. It Is unreasonable to conclude
that these can be preveénted in all
instances because they have been
eliminated in some Instances, but the
successes of certain  exceptional
types of management at least- fur-
nishes us ‘a high standard toward
which to work and a foundation for
future hope. Managers prohably do
not realixe their moral responsibility
to soclety as a whole, which may be
as great as the obligation they owe
their employers to make a profit for
them.

But the fact seems to be, as 1s -
lustrated by & chargo made against
the shoe Industry, that duty to so-
clety and duty to dividend-expecting
stockholders are not neccssarily in-
consistent, The shoe manufactorers
are scoused directly of lacking & sys-
tem, taking the business as & whole,
for the economimation  of Ileather,
while the loss eccasioned by walting
for work and material amounts to
more than a third of the time, Of
course It i» undersiood hy the veriest
tyro thalt waste of leather where
widespread falls eventually wupon
the wearer of shoes, and that the
loss in time also reacts upon the con-
sumer, aithough It also works a
hardship vpon the workman. These
latter wastes are matters In which
the whaole country is concerned, be-
cause they affect noi only the price
of shoem, but the purchasing power
of men who make shoes, and so0 in a
definlte measure the geperal eco-
nomic situnation of the nation as a
whole. The same principle holds
good as to other Industries In which
waste of material and labor time ap-
pear. The report of the committee is
not an argument for compulsory
standardizailony but rather for study
of methods by which ¢conomies not
affecting quality of product ad-
versaly may be brought about.

It will surprise those who have the
feeling of having been fed up on
magazine articles on efficlency to he
told that in the majority of the
plants studied by the committee
there were no adequate methods of
cost accounting, or of discovering
waste, or detocting when Improve-
ments are necessary, Hmployment
methods are still antignated. Per-
sonnl relations with empioyes are de-
foctive, men being discharged and
quitting without any respongible ex-
scutive knowing the redsons why.
High labor turnover gntalls Immense
waste, *dune to lack of human sense
and human methad on the part of
sreat sections of American manage-
ment.” The building trades are con-
spicnous for having given almost no
ponsideration to the problem of
Iabor turnover., Low production due
to . inefficient workmanship in all
the trades studied is parfly due to
fallores of managzement te provide
opportunities for training; it is by no
means gll due to lack of fundomen-
tal Intérest or pride on the part of
the workers; as has been top gener-
ally assumed.

Aboiut a million men are con-
stantly unemployad in the United
States, even in normal times. This
is 'due to the sessonal chargcler of
certain trades, which seem not to
have made sufficlent sifort to ram-
edy the defect, as well af to labor
disturbances and irrsgularity of de-
mand, And unemplg_\'ment, ns the
report! points cut, s the most dis-
quieting phenomencon of our indus-
trial life, hecause {t I8 a prolific
cause of socigal unrest. The remedy
sagegested, "the smployment of more
beains and humanity on the part of
American mansgement,” constitutes
a call to the highest types of men in
the country to realize the dugl na-
ture of their stewardship and their
responsibility not oniy toward stock-
holders but to the entire people as
well.

‘We gather from the tone of re-
marks made at the tax conference
that the one thing on which 'there is
complete unanimity Is that taxes
have about reached the lHmit. How
to reduee them is a question ealling
for genuinely constructive states-
manship.

To check erime In New York, all
suspleious sppearing persons are to
be taken In for investigation. New
York now fs so cosmopolitan that
only the native can be suspected at
sight.

The successfol candidate for post-
master of Halsey had a majority
over all In a local election to decide
the gppointment. That plan Is 5o
simple as almost to be democratic.

Waterfront rehabllitation, to cost
$10,000,000, has been shelved to
awalt conclusion of more Important
affairs. A ten-million propdsition Is
not to be treated hurrledly,

}\th.t we need is co-ordination, so
that the bait-digger will leave the
ground in condition to plant the
spring garden In.

Miss Tarbell objects to “superop-

Anyway It iIs better than
and a good deal

timlsm."
superpessimlism,
scarcer, too,

The spring flood is running off
the Mississippi in' time to clear the
way for the Missourl rise.

To make & moonshiner drink his
product is to administer cruel and
Inhuman punishment.

Prominent men are known by the
enemies they make; others by their
foollshness.

Radlo wet may tran=mit the ecur-
taln lectures some men hear far into
the nlght.

It & dog Is worth whils, it ts worth
the price of a license. Most dpgs are.

British supremacy on Wrangel
island Is not worth a wrangle.

Tex Rickard's trial will shade the

Pthird Arbuckle affair.

Cltizenship I= valuable when one is
in dangsr of losing it

A Maine slection in & light-weight

sources of

SCfEINCE APPROACHES SOLUTION
Phenomenn of Thought Waves and
Suboconscioun Acta to Be Understood.
PORTLAND, March 20—(To th»
Editor.)—The Oregonian’'s sccount of
Dr. Walter Franklin Prince's investl-
gatfion of the so-call “Canada
ghosta” with signal success, is highly
interesting, especially to those who
are not novices In the fleld of psy-
chology. I am deeply intcrested in
thls report from ths fact that upward
of 26 years ago I predioted (and I
have many living witnesses among
sompa of first business people Wwho
will readily bear me out) that ths
day would come whan all thess pe-
culiar phenomena would be properly
and correctly explained "on solen-

tific principlea.’”

My dally esxperiences for the Iast
25 or 30 years in that peotillar sphere
seom to bear out many, if not aill, the
conclusions of Dr. Prince In many
respects. But one of his statements
sppealed most strongly to my mind,
L. &, that consequent upon, and con-
sistent with an experiment Wwith Mr.
Whidden, he arrived at the conclusion
that the ensuing volcanic and suddan
outburst of automatic writing was
clearly traceable to a source of elther
spirit-communlcation, or telepathy,
which embraces the world ke u Sys-
tem of telegraph wires Whether or
not the fires, In this instance, were
set by the gir]l In the family s of
little ¢omsequence, except insofar as
the insurance companles may be ln-
terested. but tha best conclusions
drawn therein, to my mind, are the
theoriese of non-culpability on her
part, showing an wundoubted con-
victlon that whatever mischief she
might have done undeér the spell, or
whatever you may call it, in the
trance state, her actions ware invol-
untary &nd dictated by an influsnca
or agency of which she knew nothing.

As for the slaps that Harold Whid-
den, Halifax Herald reporter, and
P. C. Carroll, détectlve, seem to have
suffered from a ghostly hand, the
doctor’s explanation is mnything but
intelligible to the average mind, aud
in this connection, I speak from ex-
perlence, when I state that Whiden
and Carroll did not slap sach other,
but were Impealied by an irresistible
power to splap themselves, It s a
terrible punishment a person can In-
fliet upon ome's self, under such a
compulsion, and it requires an heroic
effort of the objfedtive connulouunessr
to unloosen the fist, ready to strike
at one's sel”, after the intention has
been objectively anticipnted.

Nothing can be gnined by scoffing
and science demands naught but the
truth. In one thing, hewever, 1 must
takte lssue with Dr. Prince, and that
ta the =atatement that he has dis-
proved the wireless wave theory
unless they are endowed with intelli-
gence, for I hold with Marconi and
others that naught else s account-
able for thess plhicenomena. It Is slso
accepted =z Bishop's explanation of
his. mind-reading proclivities, that
the mind-waves emanate from the
human brain.

Let us have the truth and nothing
but the truth about thess matters and
the day will come when humanity at
large, tocepting ths verified mecounts
of acknowledged sclentists, will
change ity ways and viewpoints and
live & mora decent and moral life for
the sake of Its future happiness,

JULIUS ADLER.

Congressionnl Committee Assignments
SALEM, Or., March 19— (To the
Editor.)—Flease tell me to what com-
mittees in congress our United States
senators and presentativea have
been asaigned, DA CALDWELL.

—

Senator McNary is chalrman of the
committes on Irrigation ard reclama-
tion and a member of the commitiees
on agriculture and foreatry; com-
merce; Indian affairs; manofactures,

Senator Stanfield Is = member of
the committaeg on eclvil service;
claims; post offices and posP roads;
public'iands and surveys

Represgntative McArthur i a mem-
ber of the committes o naval affalrs:
Representative Hawley of ways and
means, Representave Slaonott chalr-
man of the committes on pubMe lands
and member of the committes on irri-
gation of arid Iands.

Realty Agents' Coniract.
PORTLAND, March 20.—(To tha
Editor.)—If & person pglves a rsal
estite agent the privilege of selling
a plece of property without a writtén
and slgned contract, can that agent
legally or by any state law collect a
commission T the property ls sold by

owner or any other party?
INFORMATION.

A real estate agent's contract must
be In writing and must express the
conslderation. Unless he holda such
written authority he cannot recover
by legal netion, ]
No Old Age Penslons.

PORTLAND, March 20.— (To 1:he.l
Editor.)—Is thers any pension for old |
people or a widows' pension for a
widow past 70 years old, having her
own home but no Income and not
able to work? OLD SUBSCRIBER.

There I8 no old-age pension; there
s no widaws' pension except the pen-
sion of widows of clvil war veterans,
widows of other war veterans under
certain conditions and ths state pen-
sion of widows having dependent‘
minor chlidran,

No Confesuion in Murder Case.

PORTLAND, March 20.—(To the BEdi-
tor.)—Kindly publish the ciroums-
stences of the Durant murder and
whether or not .any one ever con-
| fossed to the killing of the two girls
{n ths belfry of a church. W. T. M.

Neither Durant nor anybody else
confezsed to the murders of which he
was accused. Fersons interested in
the casa should consult the newspaper
files at the publle Hbrary, beginning
April 15 1885

Bryan's Next Move.

CORVALLIS; Or. March 18.—(To
tha Editor.)—In The Oregonlon Mareh
14 you discuss Mr Bryan's next move,

On that point permit me t0 suggest
that the oné and only logical mnext
move for William Jennings Bryan ls
to join forces with Wilber Glenn Vo-
liva in his educational activities and
become a prophet of Zion. Then he
will present to an admiring (?) world
a perfectly rounded, consistent, man-
tal and spiritval complex,

H. M. WOOLMAN.

Real Moonsbine la Defined,
Judge.

First Motorist—I had & drink of
real moonshine the other day.

Sucond Motorist—How wus 117

#I find that I can get about tha
same rssult If I Kkiss a spark-plug
when my meoter is running.”

Avernge Weight of Women,
HUSUM, Wash, March 12.—(To the
Bdltor.)—Please tell me the corract
welight for a woman § feet 335 Inches
tall, 36 yeurs old
DATLY READER.

About 134 pounds® is the average.

Wasted Energy Is Shown.
Judge.
Chauffenr Harry—Let's up
that week-end party. pi
Strong-arm Mike—What's the use?
Mrs, Skinnem always trims her guests
&t bridge.

hold

Burroughs Nature Club.

Those Who Come and Go.

Tales of Folks at the Hotels,

| puyers’

Copyright, Heughton-MifMlia Ceo.

More Truth Than Poetry. i

By Jamea J. Montangue. l

“Bootleggers are taking up a good
deal of our time In Cllllam county.,”
says T, A Weinkes, district attorney.
*“We have prosecuted a large number
and Have won avery oase with a
single exception. The Dbootioggers
are soaked from $200 to $500 as =
fine and are belng sent to Jaill for
30, 60 and 90 days. It used to he
that fellows would ehip In and pay
the fine, but now the fines are heavy
and there Is no way of chipping in
to help & man with a jall sentence.
The bootlléggers, ars not doing &
Tushing bukineas, far money lsn't
very fres. Thore Is o fellow who
boasted that he has a still out in the
country and he even took a man

nlm te discover It. The place s sajd
to be concesaled In the gsagebrush and
iz =sp arranged that even the smoke
cannot be seen. That fellow will yet
be caught.”

Filled to the brim with argumants
why only peoplia owning property
should be permitted tp vote on meéag-
ures involving finances, Senator
Strayer of Baker Is at the Imperial,
The senntlor has not yet announced
himsalf as a candidate for re-cloction
but will probably do so shortly. I
he had more confidence In his health
he would take a shot at the demo-
pratic nemination for governor.
‘Benator Strayer is, perhaps, the most
ardent advocate in the stste of a
property qualification for voters in
al! matters where mopey {8 Involved,
his contentlon being that much of
the tax burden now complained of
was saddled om ths taxpayers by
votera who pay no tax Hée wants to
sea an Initiative measure along that
lne aubmitted at the November
genera] electlon.

"Thera are s0 many roads now
opening for tourists and so much
tourist travel to attruct thst the old
Commercial cind at Condon has been
revived," says James Burns, former
mayor of Condon and president of
the club. *“It will be a real Ilve
organization and weo expoot to show
resuits this year, The way to attrzct
the tourists and get pur share of tha
business which they create s to
ndveartise and gll the advantages of
Condon and the surrounding ceuntry
will be made known Lo tourists on
the main travelsd roads this season."
U. Temple of
candidate for the lexis-

Umatilla county, != a
bein~ one of tha
delogation attending the tax roeduc-
tion convention. Dr. Temple s an
advocate of the state income tax and
thinks about £10,000,000 can be ralsed
that way. The doetor favors a rabate
to the counties somewhat simllar to
the rebate whisch countias receive
from the motor vehicle tax. Accord-
Ing to his views, everyone should
pay some ax s0o a& Lo coniribute
something toward the malintenance
of government and glve everyone u
sense of responsibility for expendl-
tures,

Dr. L Pendleton,
prospective
lature from

Portland wisltor,

“The dlke across Nehalem bay Is
about finished and ready to have the
roadway built on top of it reports
0. BE. Effenberger of Nehalem, Or,
who s here attending the tax meet-
Ing. The dlke, which will reclaim
several hundred mcres of delian soil,
will be broad'enough for a wide road
mnd the dike owners and ocounty
eourt have made ap arrangement by
means of which this ¢an be dene.
Mr, Effenberger was formariy a saw-
mill man at Nehalem: but the mill
was destroyed by fire.

J, T. Lieuallen, n« dirt farmer of
Adams, Or., is in the clity for a few
days. Mr. Lieuailen has been raising
grain In Umatilla county for a long
numbser of yeurs, Hg most eolo-
guent when the subject of taxes ias
mentioned as his own taxes have in-
oriénsed 190 per éent Im the past five
vears, and in hils opinieon every dollar
ghould pay Its share of tauxes, and
therefore he wantsz an [ncome lax,
contending that it will not drive
mohey out of the state.

is

Marion Jack, former member of the
gtate game uand fish commiasion,
prominent republican and well-known
wheat grower of Umatilia county, is
a Portland visitor. He 15 o member
of the Umatilia delegation to the tax
reduction leagus conferonce at the
central lbrary. P

R. BE. Cherrick of Barlow, Marlon
county, s in town talking about high
taxes. Mr. Cherrick, who has bheen
active In the non-partisan leagus
movement In Oregon, I8 & candidate
for nomination as représantutive In
Marion e¢ounty on the republlican
ticket. He 'ia the man who, several
months ago when the non-partisan
league held a mass meeting in Port-
land, proposed that the league bring
out Charles E, Spence, master of the
atite grange, for governor.

J. T. Hinkle, one of the Dest known
citizens of eastern Oregon, s at the
Imperial. Mr. Hinkle is being men-
tioned as a4 possible candidate for
the house or senate from Umatilla
county. He I8 sscretary of the tax-
league of that county.

E. B. Burtner of Dufur, Or,, one of

'th-z prominent memberas of the state

Mr.
per

Burtner
cent (ax

ETange, Is in Portland.
wants %o =mee the 8
Ilmilation reversed, so that this
amount of ‘ent will boe made each
veur for the mext five years.
and Mra- N. Bissinger of San
urrived at the Benson
yesterday and were met by J. N.
Hellner, an attorney of Balar, Or.,
a relative, who had arrived at the
same time from eastern Oregon. Mr.
Bissinger is in the hide business,
As a laddie George Hardls roamed
about Blalrgowrle, Scotland, but for
the past 35 years he has been a sheep
and wheat man In Gllllam county,
M= Hardle |u in the oity rfrom Condon,

Mr.
Franclsco

Mrs. A, W, Walker, wifa of an
automobile dealer of Medford, (s
registered nt the Hotel Oregon. With
her daughter she is here on a shop-

ping tour.

Joseph Keeber, banker
Angel, Or, Is atteading
meoting.

of Mount
the tax

Pronuncintion of Name,

PORTLAND, March 20-—(To the
Editor.)—Please give proper pronun-
cipation of thé followlng words;

1. Bryn Mawr,

2. Galll-Curel.

4. Avon.

4. A prospector finds a rich mine
but: on deeded ground. What rights
has he in the mine? X

1. Brin Mar—"T" as In "it": "a" &s
in “far’; accent on second word.

2. Galde Koor-¢che—"A" as In
“far': "e” a5 In "me”; accent on first
sylable In both words.

3. Avon is the names of geveral
rivers In the United Kingdom and of
saveral towns in Amaricn. The usual
pronunciation ls A-von —*a" as In
“cane” and accented. The English
propunclation in Instances (s E-ven
and in some Ameriean towns the “a™
takes the short sound as in “ealt”

4. Ordinarily npone. In & few in-
gtances ths original governmednt pat-
ents reserved mineral rights to the

In |
the wicinity several times and defled |

Can You Answer These Questions?

1. Is milk good so long as It does
not sour?

2. What rabbit changes jta coat In
winter?

2. Bhould bird bouses be bullt with
a perch near the éntrance?

Answers {n tomorrow's Nature
Notes.

e —

Answers to Previous Quesiions,

1. Po we have any native silk
worms in America?

Yen. though not domesticatad and
used commercially Tor ralsing =il
The caterpillars of cecropia, prome-
thea, polyphemus and luna moths are
strictly apeaking all silk worms.
Thelr coooons are sald to be capable
of providing silk thread of good gual-
Ity.

- L] -

2, If, aan you gtate, small frogs,
fishes and llsards cannot be dropped
from the clouds, how do you account
for fn goourrencs where after a heavy
summer ralin the ground was
covered with angleworms and a big
milkpiail on a platform showed a
bunch of them coiled when millk
Was poured out at the creamery?

the

found |

We do not know how such stories
get clrculnted. We suggest that rend-
érs who credit them réead up on the
habits of the earthworm. It Hves

underground practlically all the l.I'I::,|

bresds there and, belng o heavier-
than-alr oreature, without wingn,
could bardly get up into ciouds, pre-
paratory to being "rained down™ Of
course after a sudden very heavy raln
these wormas do come to the surface
ar times, but they come from Dbelow,
not from abovel
- - -

8. How do birds that gulp down a
whaole fish at o time, like kingfishers
and seagulla, manage the bones and

scales?

Thay do practically what

the owl |

A BACKWARD LOOKING
“I wanted my descendanta
To ba bullfroge,™ said ths newt
"A frog han Independence,
He's crafty and astutse
Ha needn't dAwell forevar
In one unending EToOve—
Bot Mr. Bryan never
Would approve.™

MAN

“*The familles I've
Obsorved the fellyfish,

*“1 hoped might be yanded
By wil a fish oounld

winh
But there s no uss tryln
o give the §

founded.*

sure
Kide a 1112

For Willjam Jann Bryar
Would be miffe

Ings

“1 haven'y Lthe ambit!
The wombnat psed 1o whine
*To botter the eondition
Ot progeny of mine
Ay poul it Mueh amblttearn
To think they have
But Hryan says us orl
Can't advanoa.™

no chance

tera

And so these timid croatures
Emotionless and mtte
Botained their anclent features
And 4l t
The nowt Ighe be a Hon,
The jelivfish a trout
But Willlam Jeanings Bryan
Scared 'em out!
- - -

avoluin

Too Late Naw,
Tt ia unfortfunate that we oan never
know Duarwin's opinton of Bryanism
L] - .
A Vaniahed Institwtion.
No longer | honor
thiaveos, Bar N ro L
man who was on his way
ahop

there any

- L] -

Admirably Sulted,
Wa suggest Donnybhrook a
capital for the 1

(Coprright by the Ball Byndls

doos with bones and fur of his small- ||

animal food-—digest the soft and
nourishing porticns of the meanl and
throw up, or regurgigats, anything
too tough to be dissclved by the 41-
gestive julces.

FLEETING THOUGHTS,
Beside » bowered stream one day
I found a fairy land,
Where woodsy things told tales to me,
As I lay on the sand.
Of Nymphs that dwelt within the
wood
And water sprites that knew
Much more than what wis known by
men
And all, they sald, was true.

They told of Mab the Fairy Queen
Of Fib, and Guendolen;

Of Griffin-fest. the tell-tale mari,
That I'd not heard till then

Of Finstta, the cinder girl—
And Obeéron, the fay,

And Oberon, the falry King,
Who wed Titaunrla

And how he sailad o'er seas with her,

In shadow craft, full rigged,

And when they renched old
nfnr

in moonshine danced and jigged

lands

those were wondrous tales they
told
To me that lovely day!
And then the Nymphs
their power

Of spiriting away.

Oh.

showed me

the nainde rose
bluwe,

And as I watchad,

From out the water

And into new fledged
changed:

Then into alr they flew.

Bach one became a butterfly
Of wonderous boeauty, rare!

And each beforsa me paused 4 while,
A tilt upon tho air-—

‘HBre fluttering away in space,
Though T would fain have held

Them nll within my hand for aye,
Or till delight was eld.

soma I snared on

It that

chunced
wing.
Which now with Mamory dwell,
But othar gorgaous ones flew off
Where only Nymphs can tell.
When sated with the sight I aaked
What all this show hed meant:
The Nymphs replied that Hutterfliies,
Were thoughta by fairies sent

And thaot thoy fly the live-long day
Among us mortal men,

And try to be of smervice, though
They are beyond our ken,

At far from mystic

length, when
treaim—
The falries’ loved abode—

I thought again of all T'd meen,

As homeward then, I trode,

Ars flesting thoughts Naiade on wing | the Or:

vislt us each day?
like gorgeous butterfilas—
furtive, gay?

That
Are they
Illusive,

And must they be ensnared on wing
If we wonld have them stay?

But what of othér gorgoeous oneos
That fly so far away?
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By Grace E. Hall
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Thus oft I've pondered o'er the sights | progrosacs more

Bhown me that summer day,

Unti] I've learned that Kpowledge in
No other than the Fay!
—PHEARL GREGORY CARTLIDGE.

Fuel From t.‘-wrrnmratl._una-.

HILLSBORO, Or., Mareh 19.—(To
tha Editor.)—Pleasse me If It
lagal to cut down and uwse any gov-
srumeéent trae for fuel, providing
there Is no waste and is used for
one's self, or must it boe obstructing
a roadway or a ceriain
from t? C.

iB
it

L. B.

If the tree = in a national or state
forest It |= fecessary to get A permit
from the nearest forest ranger or
from the government forest office
Homesteadors, seftlers, farmers and
others can proours such timber free
of charge, but must first get tha per-
mit. If the i= on public :.:r.d,|
but rot in a natlonal forest, then per-|
mission to’ touch it must be procured
from the land offlce,

Collection of Meoney Due. |
ENAPPA, Or. March 15.—To the
Editor.)—Plaase tell mo whemcr|
thers ls any wWay to recover in the
following case: |
Goods weres ordered from an ashst-
ern concern, and at their request ax-
proas charges wero added to remit-
tance. They kept the money, sent
the goods collect and refuse to an-|
swer letters or make matters right |
The amount docs pot justify suit, but
it goea aguninst Lhe grain to be|
grafited Hke that.
A, WILLIAMS, |
Courts furnish the only moeans o!!
enforcing collection of clalms

Appraisal for Soldler's Loan.
ARLINGTON., Or, March 19.—(To
thes Editor.)—Please advise If the aol-
diers asking for soldler’s loan must
pay transportation charges for ap-
proisers, after paving the 35 allowed
by Inw? It seems to be the opinion
of some sppraisers that the appllcant
must bear this eXtra eXpanse,
AN EX-SOLDIER.
Appralsers must

pay their owsn

pmant to

distance |
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