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NO SIMPLE JOB. .
apparant from statements and

stions made to the tax investi-
commission on its tour of the
the complexity of condli-
due to the constitutional § ped
limitation Is not fully un-
The 8 per cent IImitation,
in brief, permits an increase each
year of 6 per cent in the tax reve-
nues raised for certaln purposes—
not i of them. It does not apply to
taxes levied for payment of pringipal
of or interest on bonded Indebted-
nes= and it permits the peopis to levy
taxes outslde of those to which the
& per cent limit applies. Tha people
kave laken advantage of this oppor-
tunity, on szeveral occaslons., DMeas-
ures of this class enacted by the
people include the higher educa-
tiong!l tax of 1920, the elementary
school tax, the millage tax for the
rduit blind school, the scldiers’ edun-
cational aid tax, the market road
tax and the many local tax measures
vated by school distriets, road dis-
tricts, citles, towns and counties,

While the 6 per cent limitation ap-
plies to all tax Je¢ 1§ bodlies, the
legislature may he taken as an il-
justration The appropriations
charged to the 1921 session of the
legislature include all the appropri-
ations Incident to these special
lovies over which the legislature had
no control. The total thus runs up
to $15,000,000. On only $7,000,000
of this total was the legisiature re-
stricted by the 6 per cent limitation.
More than $2.000.000 came from
miscallaneous fees refunds and
other spurces of revenus, and the
remalnder from tax levies that are
fixed,

IT the su

ggestion made by the As-
toria chamber of commerce that a
6 per cent redaction in taxes each
year for five years be required in-
stead of permission being given as
now to increase them & per cent each
year, the reduction, =0 far as the
state ia concerned, would apply only
to the $7.000,000 of the ¥15,000,000
appropriated by the last legislature.
The reverse of the 6 per cent lmi-
tation would in five years reduce bi-
ennlal appropriations about $2,000,-
oon,
This
legislature
the misce
tute the
the general
ment, such as

1921
plus

$7.000.600
had

which the
its disposal,
neolus revenues, <con
fund from which are pa
costas of siate govern-
officin]l] and depart-
smental salaries malntenancs of
psyiums, penitentiary and other n-
stitutions not educational and a great
variety of other incidéntals,

It is part of the Astoria proposal
that the higher educational tax be
abolished. There are two of these,
an older one wiich comes within
the 6 per cent limitation, and a later
one which does not., The latter is
the 13920 aci and produces now about

at

$1.247.000 a year. It Is worth while
to digress here and point gut that if
this 1520 m go lax had not been
passed the legisiature would have
hnd to give the university, agricul-
tural college and normal school a
large fce” of (he $7,000,000 lax
monay that it was authorized to
spend. It had done 2o in preceding
yeu but In 1921 was relleved of

thit responsibliily and instead of
maving anything as a result of the
miliage tax it spent &ll the money
available.

MAbolishment of this tax now
would throw the needs of these Insti-
tutions back into the legislature for
consideration, and require it to pro-

vide for them oul of the sum which
it is authorized to spend by the 6
per cent limiiation. If the legislature

decided to continue the higher edu-
cational Institutiona on the present
scale It would have In a biennium
about $2.5600,000 Jess to spend for
general state purposes and at the
end of five vears, if the proposed 6

per cent yoarly reduction were ap-
plied it would have about $5,000,000
in tax revenues lo spend for the bi-
ennial requirements of state gov-
ernment and higher educational in-
stitutions, wherecas in 1921-1922 the
expended for those two pur-
poses about 32,000,000 in {ax money,
This would be an economy that the
people would require & guod deal of
fortituds to sustain,

To put the same thing in another
form, the total sum ralsed by state
taxes this year (it should be remem-
bared that the previous discussion
was of appropriations for a bi-an-
nium) = about $9,000,000. Of this
sum two-thirds, or §6.000,000, was
authorised by vole of the people.
This sym of 36,000,000 a year is in
most of its component ilems, a per-
manent tax. The legislature cannot
reduce it except by overriding the
expressed will of the people. The
chance for legislative economy rests
in the $3,000,000.

The difficulty of holding public
afficials to account for high taxes or
of attempting to reduce them by re-
verme application of the 6 per cent
limitation, finds a further illustra.
tion In county affairs. The county
court levies a county schoel tax
which 1= fixed by law on the basis of
school population. The county of-
fices - are created hy law and the
salaries of officials and deputies
fixed by statute; the number of clr-
cuit judges ls fixed by law and the
counly is required to co-operate in
the payment of their salaries which
are fixed by law., Tha people have
jevied a market road tax which =
fncluded In the stata levy. But to
&et back the money that each county
therelby contributes if must levy an

mtale

equivalent sum In the general county
tax. Sums required for interest on
bonds or to maintain bond sinking
funds are inescapable.

A rasgulrement that county taxes
be reduced a given percentage each
yvear, standing alone., would not re-
duce any of these statutory levies
but would necessarily apply to taxes
levied for miscellaneous county pur-
poses.  Unguestionably thers have
been extravagances in some counties
in those particulars, and these ex-
travagances ought to be eliminated,
.I.bm we cannot make much of a dent
|in the tolal tax levy if economy fa
required only in the comparatively
small proportion of taxes over which
tax levying bodies have individual
discretion.

It i= clear that a measure designed
to reduce taxes ought to be carefully

9 | congidered and be so broad in its ap-

plication that it would not necessi-
tate the crippling of ones set of gov-
ernmental activities while others
equaily subject to. aconomy. ware
permitted to operate on the pressnt

scale.

BACE TO PREE-WAE ECONOMY.

In atiempting to save money by
reducing the army below the
strength needpd to maintain garri-
sons abroad and to train the national
guard and preserves at home, the
military commitiee of the houss re-
urns to the same kind of economy
as was pracliced when a former con-
gress reafused to prepare for a war
that every unprejudiced man of or-
dinary foresight saw to be inevitable.
We saved millions then at the cost
of billions in 1917 and 1318, and we
did not begin to fight on any scale
till we had been at war for 'Liftesn
months. That is the idea of economy
that prevails among the amall fry
lans that are now sent to con-

before this sassion ends

reorganization of the
'nment departments will be
submitted to congress. It will be
designed to reduce expenszes by abol-
Ishing many useless offices that are
heid by frlends of congressmen.
Wait :md. s¢e how the congressman
who now wleld the ax on army and
navy appropriations will rush to the
defense of the sinecurs held by a
constituent,

In its zeal for economy In the na-
tional defense, the military commit-
tee asks the house to infrinze on tha
clear prerogalives of the president
by dictating the sgize of garrisons to
be maintained on the Islands, the
isthmus, in China and on the Rhine,
That is for the president to decide In
the light of his knowledge of our
foreign relations and in accord with
his forsign policy, In which he has

pADLY
for

the initlative, Any such restric-
ticna would be good cause for a
veto of the bill and for a rebuke to

the small-town sconomisis who drew
it.

HARPING'S POLICY ON THE BONUS,

The from a@n ex-soldier
w-hich publizhed In another
column, reveals much misunder-
standing of President Hardlng'as po-
sition on the soldiers’ ‘bonus bill, also

is

on the several olher matters fo
which Tt refers. Mr. Harding is
piedged by his campalgn speeches,

theugh not by his platform, to sup-
port & bonus bill, and he stands by
that pledge. He is also pledged to
refleve the people from excessive
taxation, to reduce expenses of gov-
ernment and to pu? the nation's fi-
nances in order, as essentlal
means Lo restore general prosperity.
He believed that to have granted the
honus last summer wounld have
thwarted fulfllment of thiszs other
pledge, to the injury of Lhe whole
population, ex-soldlers included. To
defer the Lkeeping of a promise,
frankly stating the reasons, is not to|
break it.

Mr. Harding
keep it provideid

now stands ready to
congress provides

the pecessary. revenue in a manner
that will not harm the whole nation
more than it would beneflt the ex-
soldlera. In the meantime he has
done his utmost to provide most
liberally for those X-Ferviee men
who were disablied in the war. He
asked those who returned to eivil
life in full possession of health and

uniil the bonus can
he paid without tindue strain on the
national resources, The Oregonlian
believex that the soldiers fought for
thelr country, not for a bogus. Will

strength to wail

they not credit Mr. Harding with
acting for the best interest of the
whole nation, both in having de-
ferred passage of the bonus bill sud

in declaring for a =sles tax as the

best meins of paymeoent?
The contracts for war material
were lawful ohligutions already in-

curred, and thg s=ttloment on them
could not have been postiponed with-
out injury not only to “big business"
but to working men and the people
in general, for delay would have
withhheld money that was used in
keeping industry moving. It was not
proposed to "glve” any money to the
rallroads, According to the terms
on which the government took con-
trol of the railroads, it owed them

the same amount for
improvements made under govern-
ment control. The rallroads were
not "able to pay when government
control ended and they needaed much
mopey for tTepairs and improve-
menis in order that thes might carry
the traffic of the codntry. There-
fore it was proposed that the gov-
ernment pay the roads what it owed
them, that the rallroads give ten-
year notes bearing ioterest for what
they owed, and that the government
sell these notes Lo the public, Under
that plan the government would
have lost nothing, and the rallroads
would have secured money to make
improvements and to employ many
men when millions were unem-
ployed.

The impression prevalls that, be-
cause the excess profit tax wis so
called, It was actually paid out of
excess profits, and our ex-soldier
saems to have that impression. The
Oregonian has heretoforpg explained
that, while this tax was a large
source of revenue, we had what is
called n seller’s market In which the
seller of googds could dlctate the
price. Consequently each person who
handled gooddg could, and no doubt
did. add his estimate of the tax
plus & profit on it to the price. so
that the tax grew like a snowball to
be paid by the consumer, not by
“big business.,” The men who named
it an excess profit tax grossly de-
ceived the people by ldading them to
believe it to ba paid by the rich few.
Since prices have fallen and since
supply of goods has come {0 excéed
demand, excéss profits have shrunk
=0 that they yield only a fraction of
the
formerly, for we have & buyer's mar-

owed it abont

tax revenue that they 51¢16ed1

ket and the seller can no longer as-
ciipe the tax by adding it to his price.

The same class of people who pre-
tend that the excess profil tax was
paid by the men who made the ex-
cess profits strive to create the Im-
pression that & sales tax would be
pald by the poor rather than the
rich. The iax would be a fixad per-
centage added to the price of what
each person buys. The rich would
pay in proportion teo what they
spend, and a man who spends
210,000 a vear would pay ten times
as much as he who spends only
$1000 a year. The rich may save
part of their income and Invest It
but the Income they recelve from it
pays income tax. As the income tax
is graduated, bscoming higher as
income rises’ in amount, big business
pays mare tax than little business or
anybody having & moderate income.
By taxing a man moderately on his
Income after it is reslized and again
on what he spends out of it. the
government would tax the rich far
more heavily than the poor, but
would leave an incentive to the rich
to Invest thelr surplus in productive
indastry.

Mr. Harding’s task w=as recon-
struction in its broad aspect, that the
country might be financlally sound
and prosperous. By performing that
taak well, he can put the govern-
ment Iin a position to pay the bonus
without harm to the people 2s a
whole. If he had hastensd lo pay
the bonus before he had brought
about that condition, the ex-soldler
might easily have lost a3 much as he

galmed.

THE FERMENT IN THE OLD WORLID:

Lord Northeliffa's forecast of fun-
damental changes in the world gives
us a broader view of thg conse-
quences of the war than wa had
when the TUnlted States declared
war. At that time our ifmaginations
wers taken captive by President Wii-
son's phrase: “Make the world safe
for democracy,” which led us to see
the war as a final struggle between
the autocpatic and democratic sys-
tems. We saw realization of the
dream when the thres great empires
of Europe crumbled. Bult when Mr,
Wilson took from the vocabulary of
the BRussian and German socialists
the word, “self-determination.,” we
little thought that that word would
bring reverberating echoes from
Asia and North Africa, which had
begn touched physically by the war
only on their outer edges.

On those continents the ¢ry for
self-Aetermination was taken up by
peoples which had been brought
under subjection by the wvery na-
tions that were foremost in the
strugele for a world safe for de-
mocracy, and they construedit in a
manner contradictory of an essential
principle of democracy—the prin-
ciple that each citizen has a right
to practice any religion, to speak any
language, to follow any national cus-
toms that he prefers, mnd at the
same time to stand on perfect equal-
ity with every other citizen, In Asla
and Egypt the cry for self-determi-
nation was first taken up by the
Moslems, who &flll beileve (helr mis-
sion to be to ponguer the world for

Islam, that the followers of Ma-
homet should give unbelievers the
choice, “The sword or the Koran,”

in battle; that unbellevers should be
permitted to survive only as subjech
peoples, to pay tuxes to and serve
the faithful, never to bear arms and,
it they rebel, to be slaughtersed with-
out mercy. Their leaders keep these
articles of their creed in the back-
ground when talking and writing to
unbelievers, but practice them when
opportunity offers.

When that precious trio, Enwver,
Talaat and Diemal Pashas, dragged
Turkey inte war on the slde of Ger-
many, thelr aim was an autocratic
version of self-determination—the
word had not Lthen been inventsd—
by uniting all branches of the Tura-
nian race in an empire of abput fifty
million people under the sway of the
sultan to bo exploited for the pashas’
enrichment, When the Armenians
proved an obstruction, thsy ware
massaicred of driven into the desert
to starve—no democracy or self-de-
termipation for them. When the
collapse and surrender of Turkey
draove the three pashas into exile, the
and their attempt by the severe
terms of the =till unratiftied treaty of
Sevres to reduce Turkey to vassalage
gave opportunity 1o Mustapha
Kemal Pasha to give & new twist (o
the Turkish demand for self-deter-
mination hy combining it with a de-
mand for preservation of the
sultan's power caliph or high
priest of lslam.

To the Mosilem mind Turkey s a
theocrac¥, over which the sulian
rules both as king and pope of all
Islam, and the proposed Interna-
tional’ control of the straits, incélud-
ing Constantinople, and ftHe pro-
posed restrietlons on the sovereignty
of Turkey were held to destroy his
independence in that capacity. All
Islam was summond to protest, and
agitation for the indepeddence of the
caliphafa =pread through the whola
Mohammedan world, becoming most

the

as

about haif & billten dollurs and they Pyjplent In Egypt and India, where it

harmonlized with the ery for inde-
pendence. The great Moslem uni-
varsity of El Azhar at Cairo became
a center from which propagandists
went out to Etir all Islam into a
seathing ferment. Delegations of
Mohammedans went from India to
London to protest against the Sevres
treaty and to remind the British
government that Indian troops,
largely Mohammedans, had formed
the backbone of the armies which
had conquered Mesopolamia  and

Syrir for the allies,
Great Britain had seen and tried
to puard againsgt the danger that

Mosiem devotion to the caliph might
pbe used to arouse all Islam against
it. Seizing on the fact that Moham-
mpdanism was bornt in Arabia, that
the Arahs were the first to carry the

banner of Mahomet in trinmph
through wesatern Asia and nerth
Africa, and that Hussein, grand

sherlf of Mecea, is & member of the
prophet’'s sacred family, they In-
spirad Hussein to proclaim himself
king of Hejaz and keeper of the
sacred cities and todead a revolt for
Arab independence of Turkey, at the
sime time raising questiona as to the
validity of the snltan's claim to the
caliphate. They won valuable aid
from Arabs Ih the conquest of Syria,
but they prepared much trouble for
themselves., Hussein's office of
grand sherif of Mecea only constl-
tutes him keeper of the holy places,
and the most enduring memory of
him that is preserved by those Mas-
lems that have made the pligrimage
ig the amount of backsheesh that he
axacted, so they do not love him.
nor do they accept the opinion of
unbelievers on a peculiarly Moham-
medan question like that of the calle

delay of Lthe allles in making peace |

T
phate. The British, with thes ap-
proval ef the French, promised to
support claims to Arab supremacy
not only in Arabia but in Syria and
Mesopotamia, These clalms were
made subject to French rights, long
established, to control Syria, and to
promises to the Zionists as to Pales-
tine, but Husseln and his son, Feisal,
interpreted the agreements mobst
broadly in their favor. Hence arose
tha war in which France esxpelled
fpisal from Syria, also much frietion
between Great Britain and France.
Several emirs in Arabla and aleng
the Tigris dispute the claims of Hus-
sein and his sons, and Great Britain
has subsidized them leavily to keep
them qulet.

While King George's Moslem sub-
jects from India call upen hls min-
isters to give hack the #lraits,
Smyrna and eastern Thrace to the
sultan, his Christian subjects inveigh
agninst the return of millions of
Greeks to the ruole of the murderous
Turks. British policy has been de-
cidedly pro-Greek, while France has

constantly become more pro-Turkishy)

through the historic alliance with
the sultans and through aversion for
the restored King Constantine,
whom France cannot forgive for the
treacherous massacrée of French
troops at Athens in December, 1016,
Hence Great Britain is between two
fires In shaping Its policy, whiie
France has made peace with Musta-
pha Xemal, releasing his troops
from Cilicia to fight the Greeks,
leaving behind arms and ammuni-
tion for his use and apparently aim-
ing to supplant Great Britaln as pro-

\
tector of Islam.

This tangle of motives on the part
of the western powers, of racial am-
bitions and religious fanaticism [n
Asia, has hgought about the strangs
partnership between the All broth-
ers, caliphatd leaders in India, and
the Mahatma Gandhi, prophet of the
Hindus, In the agltation fd inde-
pendoncez‘%'hic-h iz £haking that con-
gerigs of races and creeds. How
firm is® that partnership may be
judged from the fact that, when the
Moslem fanatic Mopiahs rebelled,
they tortured hundreds of Gandhi's
Hindu followers in order to convart
them to Islam, Gandhl fighits by non-
viclent non-co-operation, while the
Mobkammedans held the sword to be
the only argument in government or
propagation of the faith.

Such is the witph's brew which
Mr. Wilson =et boiling In the old
cauldron of Asia with his gospel of
self-determination and which Lord
Northeliffe has seen bubbling
throughout hls world tour. It pre-
sents a task to the statesmen of the
great powers compared with which
the perplexities of the war were
simple. It has stirred peoples to
bzbble of democracy that are no
more competent to govern themselves
than 5 a grammar school boy to
manage a railroad. Something must
be done and is being done to gratify
the sudden passion for self-govern-
ment, but democracy is sirong meat,
and nations (o which It is sirange
can safely be spoon-fed only with
milk until they gain strength to as-
similate meat

BACK "TO THE WATERWAYS,
Experience with the federal barge

line en the lowar Mississippi river
goes to mhow that, given moedern
craft and regular service, traffic

does come back to the waterways in
spits of all the dirges that railroad
men have sung over their demise.
In 1021 the tonnage carried showed
an increase of 428 per cent over 1519
and 275 per cent over 1830, while
the increase in net freight revenue
was 479 per cent over 1519 and 256
per cent over 1820, Net freight
revenue was $1,779,066 in 1921,
yielding a net profit, excluding de-
preciation, of $155,107. Though de-
preciation to the amount of §378,607

had scerued to the end of 1921, the |

net loss including that Item ‘was
$223.,500 compared with $747.919 at
the end of 1920, If the volume of
traffic should continus to grow at
the present pace, the net revenue
should soon suffice to cover depre-
ciation and make the business prof-
itable.

Operation of thls barge line can-
not fall to modify the view of water
transpertation that is taken by the
people of the middle west, Much of
the traffic that it carries is trans-

| ferrad vo ships at New Orleans to be

moved to the Pacific or Atlantic
coast or to foreign ports. Burges
have rarely been operatéd above
Maemphis, but they will doubtless run
farther up the Mlississippl and may
run through the canal to Chicago.
Clese connection with ocean ship
lines will bring home to the peonle
of the Misslssippl valley that they
are on the water as truly as are the
inhabitants of the seaboard. When
the lakes-St. Lawrence watérway is
constructed, they will have an out-
let by a waterway either ™ the fresh
water sea on the north or
salt-water sea on the south. The
people of the interior will then cease
to regard ships &8s a . matter
concerns the people of the seaboard
alone.

A Portland homea is proud posses-
sor of a Zi-pound cat; ready to mest
all contenders for the heavy-weight
feline championship. In thesa days
of all kinds of sports, it is a ‘wonder
nobody thought of promoting such a
contest.

Now and then a wife consents to
ba divorced, that the husband ocan
“square'” an affinity dnd an off-
spring or two with the world. BSuch
things happen everywhers, but sel-
dom get publicity,

The deplorable accident to Mrs
Alderson was rvesult of

to the |

ich |

TAX RESTRICTIONS ARE NEEDED

—
Writer Also Discusses Pay of Teachers
and Road Workers' Wages

SCAPPOOSE. Or.,, March 183—(To
the Editor.)—There was rome Inter-
esting reading in recent numbsrs of
The COregonian in regard to taxsation,
or rather ‘overtaxation. The people
and legislature are both to blame for
it. It i{s =m0 eas¥ to vole & iax but It
is hard to get the money to pay the
tax. Peopls must think a little more
before they voim and the legislature
can help to redyce taxhtion by re-
dueclng the milihge, special taXes and
common taxstion. .

Nearly everybody can vote a special
tax for school purposes. but this right
Is badly abused. I am llving in n
distriet whera thers are less than 10

scholars. The directors hired a
teacher for 3110 per month and a
janitor for $15 per. month. 1 was

director myself for two terms Jyears
ago, but at that time we were more
sconomical. We saved every doliar
for the taxpavers, hired some of the
bast teachegrs |n the state for $35 per
month, one for 350 per month, and
no janitor—the scholars and tescher
did the little work which had to be
done.

With special road taxes it is even
worse. A voiler,must be a LAIPAYET,
g0 some persons have some COWsS Or
a horse, aleso porsonal property
asseszed in their names and vote, just
for =elfish interest. Of courss they
28 it is for Improving the roads,
Very little in benefit the taxpayer
gels olt of that, when the road work-
or pets $3.50 a day for eight hours’
work., The remedy for that (= to lst
the legislature cut down the 10 mills
to 5 mills a vear on special texss and
let the county commissionars out
down the wages from $3.50 to $2.50
a day (this is more than the farmer
makas) and see to it that work Is
done and no leafing.

Jt i no wonder that Washington
county had December 1, 1821, §92.-
974.01 delinquent taxes and the state
$4.075.650.20. The honest man Is los-
ing his property and the [ax eaters
ars getting t by such a tax sysiem.
Outside capifal will not invest here.

FRED HAUFLER,

\

Right of Hushand in Property.

YANCOUVER, Wash, March 18—
(To the Editer.)—Over 30 years ago
a man bought o piece of land. After-
wards he married, then sold his prop-
erty to meat the oblizations of his
wife's parenta and pay running ex-
penses, hesldes working the property
of the wife's parents with the under-
standing that he would share equuily
in the property. Later the parent
deeded a small part of the property
to husband ang wHe, still promising
to make huaband share equally. Later
he dfed. Property went to wife, leav-
Ing husband out of deed. Later hus-
fand and wife scld both pleces of

property in ona deed, later buying a
number of» pieces of propgrty and
gelling some of%them, holding =a

morigage on others. Has husband an
sgqual right in all of the property or
has he no righta at all?

Does the personal property belong
to tha v;;_ife or the hushand, or both?
I= the crop parzonal property?T

M A. READER.

TUnder Washington Iaw, propérty
acquired by the wifd through Inher-
Itance Is hér sepsrate property to do
with as she pleases. Advice =8 10
whether any righta in ths a2state have
accumulated in your behalf through
ssrvice renderad or by subsequent
transfers could be given only by a
lawyer after minute examination of
faots and -recerd.

Forcelospure of Mortgage.

TILLAMOOK, ©Or., March 15—(To
the Editor—1l. A owns a pléce of
land in Oregon subject to two mort-
gages held by B and C, In case of
Yoreclosure proceedings brought by
oither B or C is A notified of same
and, if #o, how?

2. If property Is sold at foreclos-
ure sle has A still one year in which
to redeem?

3. Musi A give possassion of prop-
erty at time of such sale?
4. What are probable costs to one

foreclosure?

5 Can A bid on place at sale?

6. A's desd to properiy having
never been reporded but in his pos-
sesgion. and the mortgages given by
A baing properiy recorded, would
these facts delay or hinder proceed-
ings? SWAMP ANGEL

1. A would be served with a sum-
mons in the suit to foreclosure.

3. Yes
3. Yes
4, Court fees amounting to $12;

fees for service of summons by sher-
iff or by pullication are additional
and wvary Iin amount; generally an
attorney's fee i» recovered as part of
the judgment on foreclosure,

8. Yes.

o
’5. Nao.

Pre-School Education af Children.

ROOSEVELT, Wash., March 18—
{To the Editor.)—A sayve that It is
bevter for a child to be' ascquainted
with all the letters of tae alphzbet
before ehe enters a public school.

B =mays that they do not teach ths
A B C's nowadays, but only the sound.
I P. CENTER.

D. A. Grout, city superintendent of
schools, says that it is better for a
child not to learn the alphabet at
home. With the present. system of
teaching the phonic syatem for resd-
ing, children learn first by sound
and do not ledrn the names of the
lottess of the alphabet. The sounds
are combined to farm words.

Division of Family Funds.

WASLSCO, Or., March 18—(To 1ihe
Editor.}—Kindly say If theré is a law
igx Oregon whereby & man in com-
fortable circumstances ¢an be made
to pay his wife ® monthly or quar-
terly allowanece? Or'is he st liberty
to carry the pockstbook and have
her beg & little of him if she wishes
to stamp & letter, drop a dime in the
Sunday school collection or buy a
paper? LONG-TIME READER.

TH& law of Oregon does not at-
tempt to regulate the finafncial sys-

walking | tem within the family except to re-

around the rear of a sireet car from | quire a man to support his wife and

which she had alighted, In the rain,
too. The effort i= perilous even In
daylizght

Judge Johns writes from the Phil-
ippines that he is an ardent admirer
of General Wood. Admiration is
general except, perhaps, by Tumulty
and, incidentally, 2 maAn named Wii-
SOm.

‘Where Igriorance Is bliss, it is folly |

to tell the drinker of moonshine that
some of It is distilled from garbage,
as revealed in a_news dispatch from
Pennsylvania,

it is sald that rolled hosiery will
not appear this season. As the mes-
quito said to the flea, Alas! .

Stightly odd that in this, of all
places, an umbralla concern goes

into the hands of a recelver.
-

“Music in the air” is becoming a
reality. \

Time for the budding cagdidate to
blossom, . .

children unless he can show suffi-
cient cauze for not go doing.

Recording of Deed.

WOLF CREEK, Or., March 15—(To
the Editor.)—If I hold' a deed to some
property and do not have It recorded,
is It walld, and would it hold In
court? SUBSCRIBER.

Recording of a deed Is for the pur-
pose of giving notice to the publie.
An unrecordod deed is wvalid and
binding a= batween the grantor and
grapiee, but if the grantor should
thereafter again deed the propérty
to one who had no knowledge of the
Tirst deed, the sccond grantee could
successfully claim title a®s an inno-
cent purchaser.

Spow on Lurch Mountain,
WASHOUGAL, Wash,, March 18—
(To the Editor.}—Plcase tell me the
approximate dopth of snow on Larch
LI BALDWTL

mountain, WIN.

The approximate depth of s;ww on
Larch mopuntain s four to 34 feet,
according (o latest reporis,

lhuw._hoComaudGo.

_ »

Burroughs Nature Club.

More Truth Than Poetry.

Copyright, Houghton-2Miffiin Co.

Tales of Folks at the Hotels,

By James J. Montague,

The position of a hotel clerk is one
that requires considerable resource-
tulness. J. R. Devlin, clerk at ths

kennel where care {2 given during the
visit. Onpe of the Chleage Grand
Opera company stars who Is sched-

strong has béen coming to Portland

in belter shape
he maid yes-

the Paciflc coast is
than any other section,”

nAture subjectsT
of

scales?
Answers In Tomorrow's Nature Notes.

What do you want to know about
Send any guestions

general interest to the Nature

uled .to arrive In Portland early this 2 £ %

week will be accompanied b; five "‘““"}‘“ to previous questions:

dogs. It will be up to the Maltnomah 1. We have seversl bob-tall cats|B

to care for the animals. in the neighborhood. Are they wholly
F==2 cat, or is thoro a mixture of rabbit |T

Conditfons throughout the United |BS Some bellave?

States ars gradually improving, In the Wholly cat. You can sse a ploture

opinion of Charles A. Armetrong, of of the Manx cagt, with rudimentary |.

Philadelphia who s 3 guest at the [tafl In an unabridged dictionary. 1f] r

Portland. ' ¥or 20 years Mr. Arm- |this straln has been inlroduced in tha

noighborhood, it will appear In de-

anntally. He travels over tha entire |Scending generations. where common
country and has an opportunity to |e&ts have crossed with Manx blood.
observe financial conditions. *T think {Cats and rabbits do not cross, being |

members of eniirgly different orders, | w

fellne and rodent, |

We bBave met

GOOD MEASURE,
MUny very nice peopie
Aps we've stolidly Journeyed along,

Mulinomah, admits this, A few days ?o‘:_t:‘“f;‘;m“:ﬁl_:rc:’}l“::n:“'“' 2ot s o g i e s ba New-

Ago he recelved the !aliow‘lng letter: P g z And rarely did ssything wrong

‘Enclosed please find a $10 bill A .. You Amswer These GQuestionaf Bu:_n.._—-unr.i_ar cerinin conditions

iady will call at the hotel with a 1. D o R A Would make, now and than, soms

small pup. Logk the dog over and If e ’Am ] we lave native silkworma small slip—

he look= satisfactory to you buy him H™" 3 ok Grow angry and swear, or peroxid

and hold him' until T come.” Deviin 2. If, as you state, small frogs, | thelr hair,

awaited the ariva] of the Mdy and the | fishes and lizardg cannot be dropped | Or carry a flask on the hip

pup, loaked the laiter over, decided |from clonds, how" do youn account for|The only Impeccable persons

ne would do, and acepted the animal, j&D occurence 'whers after a honvy That through all our lifetime we've

When the letter writer arrived he (Summer rain the ground was found zeen .

was entirely satisfled with thes pup, [covered with anglewormas, and a big | Dldn't quite have good sense—the

Speaking of dogs, many of the Jead- (Milk pall on a platform showed a were ladlon and gonts

ing hotels of the extreme cmat have |bunch of them colled when the milk In the good plays you mse on th

started the policy of establishing | Was poured out at the creamery? screemn.

kennels on the roofs of the bulldings, 3. How do birds that gulp down a _ 1 :

When & ghest arrives with & dog the [whole fish at a time, like kinglishers | = #120 have met many scoundre

anlmal Is reglstered and placed in Miand seagulls, manage the bones and| ' h‘:_": _hearts were the o '
ad ;

Who wouid stab or garroie for & tw

gollar note

And would shoot thelr hast friond
for his roll,

ut all of these dread deaperasd

Were gentle and kindly at time

hey would laugh and crack joke
when At home with thei folk

(If they Were not tooc bussy
crimea)

he opnly unliimited rascals

Whoso hatred no love ot

uid assunge

| We aver have found are the sort tha

abvouynd
On what's known
down stage

a8 the wp-and

& Are rather addicted to movias
We see them whenever we can

tepday. “However, the cmst is grad- . . - We
" sit there and gaae in t nd aof
nally getting baek to normaley and 2. What sail is best for a Christ- a daze ’ e il
business men arg feeling better. I |mas cactus, and doos It reqguire much That only can come (o Lhe fan
aiw&‘:-’a feel at home when I am In |water? The characters always do just as they
ﬁ;orr:;'u:{:;y Ta!;e:;l::i}?gglai‘!:f ll"alé‘ie{l::: h“’l‘ do not reacognize the plaint by should
v LREL I8 this name, If really o caclus t it Is wi rt
t!mn the extreme cold of the east. lhoulduhnvn ,”:_ -“:i“';\' l.-:.-nt‘”'n. And;ﬁ;'ﬁ P WASE makes wer ke
L“d:“' or‘d!nury circumstances In my sembling the reglons where cactl are | For when they are ggod thay're im-
s;:‘ct o?nod the east it never gets more Fo o common. A cactus should Bbe poasthly good,
t ?“ 4 degreas below zerc. During | ... ared very little while dormant, And when bad theyre Impoasibly
this winter the tempsrature has fal- |y, when in flower It will take up bad!
len as low as 40 below, and that, to " =~ . pa y
r . o . ¥’ 1 - L -
Y WRPAOF AR TnE tn Log: sotd>: good deal of water. If a Christmas
B 1 ]:OSF s the plant meant. it should Beantifully Qualified.
s 2. ave good soll and be grown in the They ought (o make Mr. Borah
Something must be wrong with | o g0 under u tree. Tho [_.“_‘.,-!r. esidont of the ssnate anti-treatying

the raliroad.” declared Soi Dickerson.
cattieman of Weiser, ldnho, yestar-
day morning, as he registered at the
Imparial. "I have been coming here
with stoek for the past 12 years.
Every time I have made a trip I have
started from Welser at approximately
the sames hour. Jt has usuplly taken
me unti]l noon Sunday to arrive here.
T arrived 12 hours ahead of my usual
time on this trip. Somaéathing sure s
wrong with the railroad.” Mr. Dick-
erson reporta that the cattlemen of
hi= section of the country are fesifng

much more confldencé in the Tuture
now that the market has been
strengthened. Sheepmen, too, are

feeling better, dus to the advance In
prices of both sheep and wool during
the past few months. Thess &ad-
vanc have given the growers an op-
portunily to sell some of thelr stock
and pgnvert the money derived into
the paying off of debis made &t the
various banks that advanced credit.

Recent advances in the price of
wheat have encouraged the farmers
of Tdaho to pliant morp acreage, dc-
cording to H. . Rogers of Boise,
who i8 at the Multnomah. Mr. Rog-
ers is manager for the Northern
Grain & Warehouse ecompany In the
Bolise district and as such has Had an
opportunity to observe agricultural
conditions. Manv of the farmers of
Idaho were discouragoed with the
wheat prices that prevalled six
months ago,-and were contemplating
the plinting of very =mull crops. Tha
advance in the market has changed
their minds and they fesl encouraged
by the prospects for a large erop this
fall,

Bound to got al-the bottom of the
cause for high taxes, Sesnator W. H.
Strayer. of Baker, arrived in Portland
yesterday for the purpose of attend-
ing the tax reduction meeting to be
held hera tnday. He will make a fight
to bring about & reduction in state

taxes. Senator Strayer has been a
member of the upper housa of the
|'state  legislature for a number of
| yedrs. He i a demoorat but manages
to be elected in spite of the fact. He
is at the Imperial ‘

“They c¢an talk =rll they want to
about the reduction of taxes,” de-

clared Harry Hamilton, Imperial hotel
clerk, vesterday, ‘‘Dut the only
method I know of to bring this about
is simply to quit paying them. If
man who has ®een hers in 8 §2 roon
comes in and finds that the price has
been ralsed to $3, thers I= only ona
vay for him to beat the game and
that Is. not pay It. It's the same with
taxes.”

A..I. Maxon, apple grower of Hood
River, arrived hero yosterday to at-
tend the meeting of the tax reduction
league. He wis afraid to miake the
trip by automobile Fo came by train.
“There are too many rolling rocks on
the Coiumbia River highway now,” he
sild yesterday. "I thousht I wouild
leave the automobile In the garage
until the highway is safe.” Mr., Mason
iz &t the Imperial,

is a hardy perennial, properly called
helleborus niger. and will hloom in a
falrly codl elimate in winter,

- .

fzone Forever.

L T "
I. Are swimming birds ever lmth-l _’,' r 'rE". I. Harding m.'Lj be rl.xh_'_ -~
ered with lice? lp.‘-‘-"-”" e, that his lncoms tax blank
You inréste-d with snalionha ' will be returned, but the check he
ith maq agn, just ¢nt with It will not.
ns other birde often are. The reason . . .
the vermin are not drowned -out is Fioadorda,
that the elastic under feathers In the | Ther must be something the mat-
water bird's foat Is not penetrated by | tor with Genoa, Columbus got out of
water, and 1? holds In enough Rir to| the pince as soon as bhe could
protect the lics, (Copyright by the Hall Rrndicats, Inc i
- |
WHY HARDING DELAYED BONUS | In Other DIYI.
Ex-Soldier Thinks Him Too Consld-
erate of Big Business, Twenty-five Yearn Ago.
PORTLAND, March 18 i .‘ m The tirn:'nmun of Marah 30, W
Editor.)—The Oregonlan editors ]\_"‘_IT:‘:\"',_ '1“-“ ”'I‘:r.”“',m”' H'.T
“Harding's laadership” was ,”"-; M .a.‘} I:IK the result of the [;:p..;
R Inodd which engulfs Bundreds
ing to mi. I also read the editorial | meres In the Arksnsas bottamn The
In the lmbor Press, also very Inter-|lévees are breaking and the situation
esting, The seat of all the trouhle |8 dangerous
seems Lo be the so-called bonus bilL Mre. Willinm .!_.T,..--_q-. WRE opes
What I am inquiriegs atoot, and wha! | ated on In &t Vincent's heapital yes
1 would Hko to see you answer., 8 [ terday when her false teoth, whi
“Why did President Harding in his 1o awallowed lant wook., were re
pro;u!uc!mu speeches promisaa bomus rn\'sul from her stomach
then as soon as he e elected go Lo
congresx and plead for hlg appropei- Latest reports from Nehalem re
ations for the railroads and war-time | Rarding the lo f the Oecident ind
contractors Lo the tune of about $4,- | TRt arae i n posnibliity for
200,000,000, then repeil the oxcess |Something from the wrook
profits tax, Rlso the war tix, How : narnr;
turn around and spy the country| Lommander Booth-Tucker
cannot afford at this time the money |SAiVallon Army will visit Portiar ’
that would be nocessary to meet the [ WK from today
bonus?" I ——ra=
It seems to me that cwldent Fitty Years Ago.
Harding has done practically all thae | (From The Oregonian Mar 4
big business demanded of him And Now  Yorl The internationaslists
congress Is now willlng to help keep | '2day celebrnted the uprising of he
the promise he made in regard to the | COMMuNE Victoria Waoondhull
honus BFut, no, he wanis tha =ol- ered an wddrons
diers to wait. What does he care T R R T o
whether & half-million or o soldiors ‘ - 9 _!_I 4 - 4 = g o
are out of & job and hungry? He ’ PIRGUE. FUSES SFeas
can go to Florida snd play golf = Saes

what

e X

What he wants is a =il
wa really should hifve
profit tax.

(L5

I8

an
Put the tax wherse it
lopgs, one the ohes who madae

LTS
those
enormous profits from the wiar, not
on those who ecan Il ufford it

I wonder what would have been tha

situation had we lost the war and | ha een postponed unti] Fride)
Kalsor Bill lssuing his orders 1o the - e -
Amerlecan people to dig wup. How | RATES NOT PRE-WAR NSCHEDULY
would that look to you? —
CHARLES I:”_ﬂi‘.“'!‘.q New Reach Farea Not Low Eneunh i
Ex-Soldier, ¥
Sy Compete With Antos,

The misunderstandings of this cor- FORTLAND Murel 18 (7
respondent are discussed In ap artl-| Bditor)—The siateme: The O
ole an this page; gonlal Lha - - &

wownld return th ca r g >
- 4 i romewnnt mni ading  § ¥
Provige Up on Homestend. of the fact L

POBRTLAND, March 18 —(T¢ the|Nowport will 1

Edltor.)—(1) If a single womuan has & | lam

A

homestead and marries before
ing titls, can she acquire titie?

(2 Can you tell me wh
articles were published |
gonian . on \the aphject of m#e
mining during the yvears 17 and|
1618, and i{f =0, when?

N
(1Y A single woman with a nra.-n-_\-|

READER. |of
r

n thess da)

round
it 20T
than §6, (f

of

mutr

* George H. Hulbert of Bolse, Idaho, | stead, marrying before she hnd ac-|Compatition, and th
who hag & record of 10 years as fi- | quired title, woutld prosesd as though ;;-_\'k. . Lo ) '; h#ee h L I

i ; ' 3 " i nke opular ra \ ave 11}
nancial secretary of Oda lods’e 2_\p. 3 | unmarrciod, mereil showing her 'l‘ j’ ”f.r 'i e . Sty u.:--_ -
Indespendent Order of Oddfellows, is ] | . P W L
&t ke - Multaoman. The ind:.'.c-' ot | € hanged status in (the fina! proces®| was the case lafir Summer
which Mr. Hulbert is financinl secre- | 0! Proving up, | It will ba interest nE to note !

\tary I8 the oldest In the state and on (2) Articles on chrome mining ap- |rate that will be quoted Rl yme
its memborahip roliz are the names of | peared in The Orégonlan on the fol- | and __1'(.'”_'*-' ” = \ "1," -
miany prominent men of the state— |jowing dates: GIAL FOPOPL VS S0 Dyt -_-‘f 3
governors, bankers and leaders in 191 i—¥February 18 and August 8, e aF [ o ”\ ;.:’.“‘ql T
busincss affairs =g | wal A BEACHI
- 1018—May June 16 August 7V A—t > =

After having spent 48 yoars in the
railroad game a5 mastar mechanic for
the Chicago & Northwestern, B, T.
Erickson of Chieago, decided to fol-
low the advice of his company, “'Seo
Americn First,” sop took a vacation
and headed west: He is dt the Mult-
nomah Hotel., Accompanied by Mrs,

J. G Cooper of MeMinnville, and ths
prosident of the tax reduction league

duction o stiate taxes.

Trap shooting fa the favorite sport

land Gun c¢lub grounds near Grosham.
He registered at the Orezon hotel

| iand yesterday,

draft #hip that Ean

gize of the vesael und some have been
floxted

ships of the decpest draft to proceed |
beyond. |

September $2-28, Cetober 27, .\-!c:--"nll

ber

3-11-22,

Shipe in Portiand Harbor.
MARSHFIELD, Or., March JE—(To
the Bditor.)—I1. What lg the despest
wgnter the Portiand

J

1 Among tho deepest draf| vesacls

to #ail from Portland was tho steamer

15,000 tons
the

close Lo
Vessels of

"

type uUuxed in the

of M., & Rlckard, garage owner and foreign and (ntercoastal triude ascend | 4
’31’0“51:“““?":!lc"’;““iy:{e"‘:{r' Rickard |y nmarbor to the sguthern limiy of,|
came Lo [+] an YyeR ay to pars-Q MR
- the port, which i nenr the fooy of
tiel L3 § shoot heid at the Port- f b ; |
e o Ross island. There {8 no occanjon for |

3

Inspection of Tax Rolls,

CASCADE LOCKS, Or., Marct -
Editar.) {1). Can an pe
n Lhe assessod wvalualion

op y in hi vicinity n orde

t Jden am to whelher or n

¢ heittgy over-assessed in Vaiua

o ne to bane o elnim with the b«

1 bor. 2. Mow muth curgo can she
Jmic A1l & two months |87 - v 04 3 o to : !
:‘nﬂ't:‘hx:np:ftfn. “‘.;::‘;_nin‘,‘“ '\-’Hl: l“\le anter or depart with? 3 How far|"tf ,u._.] atior if po to whem ah
places he has 'hc_uni B0 .'.nuclz' aboutg | S4B BN CIHe up!;;u;\ilf.;}f}llu?: VIES o ‘hw’. it Iawfu] In Oregon
but has never sscn SLAZIER . DS YIES. ¢ a tasolly
= - ISIAE NO oLhRr «

EURBSURIBLER

which meets Here today, arrived in| War Knight, dinpatched In 1017, {(1). ‘The tax bookse of the coun
Portland yesterday and regintered &b | drawing 31.2 feet of water are public records and may he
gg;ﬂ‘zﬂiﬂ‘nmﬁ:ilcoﬁ%’;:’ Is :l “"’1‘:“;‘; 2, The amopnl of cargo that can | spocted at all proper times. Prie
L= Ve € 24 ’
5 hn ourse depends o the mooting o he hoard of cqua
ardent worker to bring abiout a re-|D¢ handled of course depends wn th noeting of t hoard of i
Lha nt [

BEROESITIE

peclion by
geesuor's office for
(%) The fum oW
Y
Training as Librarian.
BEANT, Or., Mu: 18, ——=(To t}
2ditor.}—1 wizsh to learn 0 be A

brarian by studying at home I Lhi

" Bend {9 the best town In the state. ’
This is the frank admission of Charles 1 In practicable? Please advisa m.
Carroll. of Bend, who registered at BTf';:;'“()?“":!"h‘lmrl%"""’,';’"‘ e | HOW 1o proceed Mis T
the Portland yesterday. Mr. Carroll | AK o M 3 "f" " =—=(40 the —
is a real estatée man and *that un- l'.élc:tur.}*—;\in-thl_;r;:._I 1?‘:‘ namae nd | I ls not posathle 1o mtudy to b
§ as. address of Cl ining school| o corre st hom For tull 1nform
doul'.::.a‘dly' aco:mnt_u for his ide S0 Parilands GRACE PALMER. | ’|rll‘llr‘;i|'“\|]-'.l "irr"—r‘-h..l. PR Resevinn
T. H. Moore, manager of the On- = — | . "' o2 2 "!‘
tario hotel at Ontario, Oregon, is In Nurses' tralning schools are con- writs. to Misn _.'\ e ._l theron,
town for s few days His name ap- |ducted by ill large hospltals, such as | lbrarian, at { entral library, For
peared : yesterday on the Imperial |gt * Vincent's, Good Bamaritan and | land
register. - FEmanuel, also by some of the nrn.x]:rr'l S —
s Pasiti in Foresiey Sepvier,
H. R.Bdmunds, hardware dealer of | private hospitals =+ :-r“"-m-: o .\.'I - b 2 '-;,
Tiilamogk. 1s st the Imperial. Deeplie — 2 "l'- SEE et by 0 B
the raln and the storhme he drave Population of States. Bt g S s g o ol Blokr
from Tillamaok to FPortland ‘..1)' auto- AETORI“-o Or., Mareh. 15-—(To the H'I;)nvn|l’\“|- A [H"(I‘I location '-'.'
e — BaWor.)—WHhat A the <popuistion of | l;u': .m'.- g I'!\-‘u doer he mai.:. : ADD
- h-Ke Oregon., Washingion, Idm.nl"o and Cal-| ovion? What quakifications must he
x-rl.l‘l;.hf!: gi:loﬂill;lz OiheEuB‘:‘l‘!::-}r:“i ifornia? (J’i:n_ SUDRICEINER. ! ;l.lu\ o, ]‘bl"t"lln\rl’u-: him o willing
uest Al the Portland hotel. . ¥ & 1RSA sk SL | atart in any oaphreley?
-4 Followlng are tha 1220 consus fig- | INQUIRKL
- egon, T55.38%; Washingion, —_
W. J. Kerr, president of Oregon | YT89° .,L." ":;} = .{b te- et et S e B O
Agricultural colleze, was al Lhe Fort- 1A566.621; lduho, 431,506; Callfornia, | Wri y roetey ;
s = = < e b lriaﬁ's“' lncw Posteilive huilding: Vorviaud, Qr.




