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ITS USEFULNESS ENDED.

At the end of Itx opinlon reaffirm- |
ing s deciston in the telephone r |
case the publle service commission
rebukes the pstitfoners In the t‘::‘u[
for cmnalng expengs and wasle of
tima through needless agitation, tha
reprimand heing in both English and
Latin, Tha commant provokes
reminder that those who formally
appeared in the relearing did
ipon the insistent demand of a pub-

which then belleved and still he-
Heves |tsealf onutraped. Belloving
iao, na 1t may have done, In tha
wisdom and falrness of the commis-
alon, and tn the righteousnoss of its
aw pusa, it of pourse did not fore-
oe that Its pgitation waould be nead.
sy, How conld 7T The numgust
and loprned attitude of the commis-
awlon, after the case s nll heard, can
Tend Iv to the conclusion that re
henrings of kind bhefors th
voemmission pregerit constitutes
a waste time; that when i

whkn 1t when It says thal
iz thut, I8 that farever
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fhe telephone rate abuse:
through the formality of
hearing. It had some hope
obvious exorbitunce of the
would convinees the com-
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that belng

ind

conceds

n s
publle, that
iatlone and

e ?

|
I
ar theorles
vrong they
fillse tlon of company
It was o fulse hope, It may
have been a foolish one. But It was
nat wrong to entertain It nor docs
it justify a reprimand from the com-
miswion.

Now there will be a new flare of
publie Indignation, That 1t will take
the form of revival of recall peti-
tions already partly, perhaps fully,
fllled, is one of the things to he ex.
pected. Tt Is also one of the results
to he feared. The recall movement
has not been In trustworthy haBfds
If continued Ita probable result, un-
less It can he diverted tp more re-
sponsible promotion, will be the can-
didacy of theorists or gdventurers or
opportunists and the election of one
of them.

The public has In the past
its Indignation, ruther than its good
sense, In a slmilar circumstance. It
ratired from office & capable com-
missloner and elected in his stead a
theretofors unknown maean whose
principal qualificeation was the en-
ticing slopan, "'Six cents ls tén much
for n S-cent ride.”” The publie thus
vantad its Indignation; it thus pun-
ished a4 commlissloner; but it did not
get the B-eent fare. Instead, the
brave and firm supporten by impi-
cation, of the bS-cent fare permitied
gtreectear fures to go to 8 cents with-
out his protest—after he had been
elected.

The great dofect In the recall is Its
application invariably, in a
time of public passion or resentment
and therefore in a time when public
fudgment |s warped. But It will not
be inre that the publie
BTV & now constl-
tuted, hinx lost public confidence and
Ia end It
ought to be « 1 d, but dismissed
by fonnte method.
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The Oregonlan suggests that it is
time for o new deal. It now offers
no definite suggestion other than
that the commission as now consti-

ed be abolished. Whetlier it Is
thal a new commission, 'hq-
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pointed by the governor, take Iis
pince: or to let rate regulation be
left more largely to home ruls in

|r:ties. or whether It is time to admit
|rr:.1l state regulation of publie utili-

tlea has completely fallen down and

it o systegenf broad statutery re-
strictions with original Jurisdiction
in the courts should be the alterna-
tive—whethar one or the other of
theds things would be best it |s not
necessary now to discuss,

The outstanding facts are that a
change I8 advisable; thit the reeall
Is inndaquate and that the cltizen In
every community has a duly to ses
that the candidate for the legisla-
ture for whom he votes Is committed
to reform In the regulation of public

| utilities.

ENDING THE REED NUISANCE,

The diligent correspondents, who
have set out to ascertaln by personal
obgervation just what is happeoning
on the national politieal fleid, pre-
liminary to the ecoming campalgn;
ure agreed that Sepator Jim Reed of
Missouri, has quite a fight on his

| hands for re-alection.

No doubt Missouri his hiad many
painful moments during the past
five or six years over Mr. Reed. And
My, Reed has had a few troublesome
experiences on his own account in
that time. Tis resignation was once
demanded by the demecratic politi-
ci! organization and he was denicil
a seal In the nuational democratie
convention at San Francisco, nfter
having Leen duly elected district
delegnto.

After being thus Kkicked down
sliirs by his own parly, one might
that Heed would take the

and gat out. But thal s nol

‘s way. He never gets out; he
must be put out. That he wiil be re-
nominated by the democratlé pri-
miry not likely: that he will be
defented in the election If nominated
in certaln.

If the republican party has fis Ea
IFollette, the demeocratie party has
Its Reesd. But La Iollette has the
republican orgunization of Wiscon-
sin In hils pocket; Refd s not
fortunaote in his own stute. If Is no
offenge In Wisconsin for a repub-
llcan senator to repudlate a repub-
lHegn administration; but W is differ-
ent In Migssourl, A democratic sena-
tor many not run wmuck, and live,
politieally.

Mr, Reed is never in step with lhis
pa or his constitueney, or his ad-
ministration, er the senate. "He is

incorrigible minority—sure of
himself only when nobody sgrees
with him., How do men get that
way?
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FORTLAND STILL THE TERMINUS,

FProof, in the shape of the text of
the contract, that in its arrange-
ment with 1t General Steamship
eorporation for Intéerchange of trans-
Pacitic traffic, the Unlon Pacific
railroad named Portland zs a termi-
nal port on an equality with Seattle
will he welcoma to Portland ship-
e and they will join The Orego-
niwn In giving the Unien Pacific due
credit. In making the synopeis of
the gontract which was published in
I'he Congressionial Record and from
which The Oregonian quoted In &
former article, some employe of the
interelnte commerce commission
made Soattle Appear to be the only
Pacific terminoe recognized by the
rallroad and the steamshlp company,
omitting the nume of Portland en-
tirely

Fortland will now 1t
the

5,

e interested to
thitt the Unlop Pacdific
recognizes thls port real ter-
minus reflected In the veolume of
transcontinentul traffic exchanged
with the steamships hers by com-
parison with that at Seaitle, There
may have been a plausible excuss
for the railropd to transfer its en-
tire export and import trafflc to Se-

sge fact

s its

attle *while the Columbia river bur

was still
thare
river

an obstruetion
was dellelent
channel after

and when
depth In the
every freshet,
when Portland lacked modern
for lafge vessels, but thome
conditions have passad away, There
16 now 43 feet of water on the bar
for a width of half o mile, mainte-
nancoe of a thirtyv-feot channe=l in the
river is assured, increased wildth 1s
being provided at the bendp, and the
docks will compare in extent and
spesd of handling cargo with those
of any port of Portland's sige. Port-
land iz equipped to handle the traf-
flec of the railroads of which it is the
real terminus, and will welcome all
that the Union Pacific turns over to
ships here,

As the Panamn canal has brought
nearser to parity the ogein rates
neross the Pacific from Atlantle and
Pacifle ports than they were before
that route was opened, the dividing
line in mid-eantinent between the
territory whence traffle flows to the
Atlantic const and that whenee it
flows to the Pacific coust has been
moved to the wesiward. Thus ships
bound from Atlantic peorts to the

11 now capture much traffic
formerly flowed to Pacific
Thuat is the more reason for
close co-oporation between the port
and the ralironds of which it ls the
terminus. They have a common In-
terest In drawing business thls way,
and the port will do its p

also

which

rl.

CLIMBING PFROSPERITY HILL.

Evidences that the Tnited States
hus made 4 good start on the up-
ward ellmb to prosperity are multi-
plying. The statement of Controller
Crissinger shows that between Sep-
tember 6 and December 31 bank re-
sources, especially individua! de-
posits, increased appreciably, while
loans increased so slightly that they
may be sald to have besn stationary,
He seps that we “well on the
rofd to getting the frozen credits
thawed out” Money received by
farmers for their crops does the
thawing and sels credit free for ‘the
ordinary purposes of trade.

This Is a resnlt of the jncreased
demand and sharpeadvance in prices
for farm products. Kurope can no
longer hold off from buying wheat,
flour, corn, meat. Farmers have
baen enablad by the credit cxtended
by the war fingance corporation un-
der the law passed the last secs-
sion of congress and by their co-op-
eriative a=sociations to hold their
produce tHl this demand became
strong enough to give them a profit-
able price. Wheat is again worth
over a dollar on the farm, corn has
hegome more valuible for food than
tor fuel, hogs have risen appreciably
and wool has doubled in price within
a year. Money is again flowing to
the farm and thence to the bank.
The farmer may not buy much be-
fore fall, bot he Is gelting Into po-
sition to buy then,

Other favorable signs are the re-
samption of work in the Montana
copper mines, extension of rallroads
into untouched belts of Oregon tim-
ber, marketing of securitics for great

ara

|

power enterprises, and a great In-
erease in bullding in Portland and
other Pacific coast cities, Though
we.are still far from the summit.of
Prosperity Hill, we are on our way.
This will be sad news for those
democratic politicians, like Natlional
Chairman Hull, whose political capl-
tal swhen out of office is calamity,
The frults of republican policy have
taken well-nigh & Yyear to show
themselves, but the farm credit law
has carrled farmers and livestock
men over the stespest and rocklest
part of the road, everybody feels
eased of part of his tax load, and
there is good going on the road
abhead. . FProgress toward the sum-
mit of Prosperity Hill will soon be
@0 fast and easy that the time {s near
when any one Who raises the ery of
calamity will only proveke laughter.

WHERE FAMINES OCCUR.

It is a peculiar fact, to which his-
torians have [réquently ocmlled at-
tention, that great famines have
nearly always occurred in districts
predominantly glven to the produc-
tlon of grain. This is largely trus
in Russia today, a® it was In China
only last vear, and na it has bheen
elgewhere In other years, The ston-
iest valleys of the Balkans nnd the
perilous mouninin slopes of Switzer-
land have never known cgompleta
volidpse of food resources such as
has been more than once witnessed
in the more fortlle regions which,
tiking one yesr with another, fur-
nish the go-called staple crops of the
world.

The reason is partly that reliance
on & one-crop system breeds lack of
resoupresfuiness, - while In any ex-
tonded period of years it incapacis
tates thosa wha practice it from
making qulck recovery from dis-
aster. Dispatches from Hussia now
intimate that the danger of starva-
tion will not be passed even with the
coming of summer, that not until
the graln harvest is made wlll there
be material rellef, and that the peo-
ple seem unprapiared to meet the
sltuatlon with emergency crops.
Almost anywhere elssa than in a
graln country plians would already
have been made for the perigd be-
tween springtime and harvest. Par-
ticularly In a district whete diversi-
fied agriculture had been the rule
and livestBek had been part of the
farm scheme, the first spears of
grass would have renewefl the sup-
ply of food. The nomads of the
somi-dasert eountrigs had a stouter
rod to lean on in their cattle and
goats Lhan tha one-crop farmers
have when anything happens to go
wrong.

The steppes of Rusgia are not, of
course, the plains of America, but
ane wonders whether the plonears
of the west would ever have suf-
fered from more than temporary
shortage of food. There might have
been poverty, but certainly not star-
viation. Not for mora than a few
weeks at a time would they have
been without something with which
ta. hold soul and body together., One
apparent need of the so-called
fumine districts of the old world Is
a reconstruction of their wh.le sys.
tem of agriculture, which haas
proved itself a faiflure by the recur-
rence of famine at Intervals year
after yeur.

SAFETY IN NAVAL REIMI(OTION,

As wns 10 be expected, paciflsts
and  ultra-economists In congress
propose to outdo the arms confer-
ence in reduction of armament.
Some would follow scrapping of bat-
tieships by cutting the manpower of
the navy to 50,000, and others would

nation
|eleaner streets, dug to the elimina-
| tion of the horse.

cut the army to 100,000 men, They
would eater to the uninformed opin- |

lon of those who consider the possi- |
bility of war as practically r-iiml-'l

nated by the Whaushington treaties
and by the exhausted conditlon of
Europe, and whose one thought is
to reduce government expenses re- |
gardless of consequences.

The limits set to the strencth of
the American navy in capital shipa
are the !lmits of safely for defense
in proportion to those set for other
navies by statesmen and naval ex-
perts. The whole purposs “was to
reduce our navy without weakening
our naval defense, When eighteen |
battleships are set as our limit, that
number of ships fully equipped and
fully manned was intended, for it is
to be presumed that other nations
will kéep their ships In all respecls
ready for action, the more so be-
causs there will be fewer of them,
because thelr forces will be down to
the limit of safety and because their
potential enemlies are nearer to them
than ours are to us It goes with-
out saying that a battieship without
a fully tralned crew Is not an effeo-
tive fighting unit and that in pro-
portion as our shipas are laid up for
lack of crew or are undermanned,
cur navy will be below the ratio to
others that was adopted as the limit
of safety, The smaller our navy Is,
the more care should be taken that
it Is highly efficlent and ready for
action, The navy department shows
that it is already ypderofficered and
undermanned. Reduction of persone
nel should not go below the point
whera sach ship hss a full comple-
ment of officers and men,

By proposing to scrap 100 de-
stroyers and to.reduce manpower by
10,000, Secretary Denby seeks to|
pragtice economy wlthout wesken-
Ihg defense. In order lo combat the
submarine we bullt & number of de-
stroyvere thal l= disproportionate to
the number of capital ships we had
in the war, and the Sscrapping of
thirty capital ships will Increnss
this disproportion. We are far from
any potential enemy, and by brand-
ing ns pirates any submprines that
attack merchant ships the confer-
ence has virtually insured that all
natlons would combine to hunt them
down. Thus our destro¥er foree can
be rediced to the number needed to
operate with the battle fleet and to
defend our coast and commerce
agalnst cruisers. Those require.
ments leave a wide margin for rey
duction.

But we are reminded by the Army
and Navy Journsl
of thé conference to Umit numbers of
auxiliary croft leaves a conslderable
fleld for competitive building. It
points out that the proportlon of
ships of each type In a balanced fleet
“is elastic and depends upon
nature of the campaign to be ex-
pectad.” and that “the fota] strength
of the fleet may be increased by the
addition of vessels of any class.” It
gives this illustration:

Daring the helght of the battls of Jut-|

land eleven QGerman desiroyers made an
uttack which resnited In torpedoing ane
British battleship and In forelng the whole
grand fleet to turn away, thus saving ths
high seas fleel. More German destroy-
cre probadply woutld huvas torpedoed miore
British battieships. In spite of the Gar-
man daficlency In boattleships, the German
total strength would huve been considers-
biy increased by the addition of dastroyars,

makers who try

that the fallure |

the |

Belng unrestricted in the number

of auxillaries, the powers may ex-
pend on other types of vessel the
money that they save on battleships
and may thus actuslly expand thelr
navies beyvond the agread ratios.
France by building submarines may
force Great Britain to build anti-
submarine craft. Until the Hmita.
tlon agreement is extended to auxil-
iary craft, we should be cautious not
unduly to weaken our navy in this
respect.

DECLINING DEATH BATE,

The figures of the federal census
bureau showing a decline of the
death rate of the nntlon from 1496
per 100,000 in 1910 to 1306 per 109,-
000 in 1920 pontains no surprises for
thome who have followed the recent
trend of events. The decrease for
gll groupa Is attributed largely to
refduced rates from tubereulosis, ty-
phoid fever and Bright's discase.
The showing in these particulars is
the mors Impressive because It so
much more than offsets gains In
deaths from cancer, about which we
know almost as little as we ever did,
and from influenza, the recent epl-
demic of which eaught not only this
country but the whole world un-
aware. Thera is no mention of
smallpoxdn the comparative returns
becanse that malady was practionlly
conquered by vacelnation some tima
prior to 1010 and figures negligibhly
in” any of the statistics of recent
Years,

Sinde it |s seen that typhold must
Inevitably alse wield to scientifio
prophyvlaxis, it weould seem that the
vanquishing of the so-called white
plague is the next relianee of those
who wish to banish sickneas from
the world. The  progress herein
made is decidedly encouraging. In
twenty yearz the mortality rate from
tuberculosis has been reduced from
a little more than 2 to 1.26 per
thousand.” In some of the larger
citles, where congestion ef popula=
tion presented opeculiar obstacles,
the ratae ha® bheen cut more than
half. The reduction |8 shown neot
only in the United States, but In the
groater part of Europe as well. In
Birmingham and ¥dinburgh, two
important cities of Great Brituln, the
tuberculesis death rate is even lowayp
than that in New York, and London
is on n par with the latter elty.

The gradual conquest of tubercu-
losis is the product of several fae-
tors, but the lmportapt thing in con-
nection with them I3 that those
which have counted for most have
been those which Involved clvic ae-
tion. This I within the reach of
any people possessing capacity for
social organlzation and consequently
is most encouraging. TInfected milk
has been eliminated in most com-
munities, the warar supplies of maost
cities are Irreproachably pure, sluma
are slowly belng eradicated, cleaner
and better food is constantly obtaine
able; in short, conditions favorable
to the incubation and the spread of
the tubercle bucillus are being over-
come, Incidentally, it ought to ba
placed to the credit of the automo=
bile that that Instrument of modern
elvilization has plaved Its part In the
conquest of the disease. The result
s due to two canses—a greater incli-
to segk the open air and

Nor are the figures indleating a
somewhat higher death rate from
the depenarative diseasex of Ianter
life as discouraging ns they would on
first glance appear to be, By reduc-
Ing the rate in the earller years we
bring a larger number of peopls to
the later stage—but this prohlem,

|Jndging from the experience of the

past, is also likely to be solved in
time. -

A healthy product of Portland
shipplng business Is the Export and
Shipping Journal, tha February
number of which contalns articles

| on what 1= being done in that reapect

and who is doing 1t. A portrait of
H. I.. Hudson, traffle manager of the
Port of Portland dock commission,

|accompanies an article on how he is

the Port” gbroad. K. I
Dauwson, manager of the Columbig
Paciflc company; George Powell],
president of the Oregon Pacific com-
pany; Arthur C. Callan, agent of the
Willlams line, and George N. Black,
president of the Foreign Commerce
club, are portraved In picture and
words, and much is told about the
Port and the 1825 fair. There ls
room for this paper to grow,

“Selling

Perhaps the MceCormicks [finally
consented to their daughter's mar-
rlage to that Swiss riding master on
the theory that It doesn't make
much difference whom she marries
the first time,

It still i® good Iashion to name a
boy horn this day after the Father
of His Country. Martha, loo, is a
fine name for a girl baby. She will
not be able te “Madilynne” It when
grown. ~r

e

Pretiy near time to let the Me.
Cormick girl alone. 8he'll be com.
Ing home aghin, by and by, anyway,
Grandfather John s satlsfied, or
gpaams to be; he knows American
girls.

The trouble with some peace
to pour oil on
troubled waters Is that they use gus-
olHne instead and then throw a

lighted match sfter it

There iz one comforting grain of
galt fn it all. When needed the tele-
phone is the handiest invention ever,
ranking the doctor's runabout by
just one point.

Every small boy 'who is homes doc-
tored at the approach of spring
should call his. mother's attention to

the dangers that lle in that course of
medicine,

“Americans are polite,” says Mrs,
Azquith in Chlcago. Therefore
Americans will refrain {from telling
her to “Shut up and go home!"

The first horticultural “robin" of

the season is seen at Hood River Inf

the letting of a contract for straw-
berry bhoxes.,

One comforting thing about this
chilly weather Is that it discourages
most of the girls from rolllng ‘em,

There's nothing Ilke doing things
right. In time the government may
provile & cheser for every drink,

Judge Luandis may find It harder
to bat 800 in baseball than he did
on the Federal bench. -

Another hollday! Yet the fellow
who works todny will feel belter to-
miorrow morning.

The Listening Post.

Those Who Come and Go.

Burroughs Nature Club.

More Truth Than Poetry. ||l )

—
By DeWitt Harry.

Talen of Folky at the Hotels,

Coprright, Houghton-Miftlin Co.

By James J,. Montague,

CéASIONALL? through soms for.
tunats cnmhlnnllpu of eclroum-

stances a person galng s reputation
for good works, enviable though un-
desgrved 1o some extent, Paul P.
Nolan, who handles the cash for &n
insurance agency was once just such
4 lucky man. Nolan s & stenographic
expert, and during hls student days
was working out on speed tests.’ The
best experience for work of this kind
is lo takes the running remarks of
some public speaker, for in this way
the student gains exceptlional school-
Ing. Nolan {#» a Methodist and declded
he would take his pastor's Sunday
sernion as part of hism test, but the
work was teo slow. The sermon was
all right, but the divipe too solemn,
dignified and sedata’ [n his delivery—
no speed.

So Nolan went to the Presbyterian
church the next weok and found the
sermon better, but nol yet as rapid as
he wished. The thijd Sunday found
kim in the Cengregational church,
where a fiery preacher just spouted
out the words and Nolan admits he
got the test of his life, so much so
that he returnsd nm“‘u and again for
more untll he nearly hgcame one of
the fixtures of the congregation.

Of course any preacher could be
forgiven if he teok more than & pass-
ing interest in & mamber pf hils con-
gregation who came night after night
and hung braathless on his avery
word, and Nolan did just this. Nolan's
notebook was held below the level
of the pew und fow realized that he
was making hooks and scrawls as the
preacher talked, nome leas than the
preacher himself, In any event ths
min|ster singled Nolan out for specigl
attention and the young shorthand
student had an embarrasing time
sigestepping the mlnlsltr’sintnrcst.

.

Tnder the rigla provisions of the
Chinese exclusion law [t |s ;:xcced-
Ingly ®ifficult for gny Chinesa to
enter the Unlted States, One excep-
tion js made, & Chinaman who hans &
right to liva in the Unlted States may
bring in his wife. That this privilege
is frequently abused goes without
suylng, One recent case will serve
as an Hustration,

Clagsifled as a merchant a loeal
Chinese had gone on a visit to China
and on his return was wccompanied
by & woman he swore was $ifa wife.
A wife's rights ave no more than her
husband’'s, and In this case thers was
nothing to prevent the Chinaman from
bringing her intoe America, though It
would have been Impossible for her
to have entered alone as she had
naver get feot on this gontinent.

Tha Chinaman, whoe was an old
man and in délicate health, under-
tosk this pllgrimage to the land of
his birth Hkely In the full knowledge
that it would be his last. The ship's
doctor prescribed for him, but a Chi-
naman does noet have any too much
faith In elvilized medicine, sspecially
when the end appears near. One of
Lhe ship's officers came to Inspeot the
cabln where the Chineman was lvfng
and found him with his head covered
by & blanket, The medicine lay near-
by, untouched, &and Investigation
showed that the man was dead.

The other orlentd] passengers on
the boat were trying thelr best to
hide the fact of his death so that
the woman posing as his wife could
ba landed. The minute he died she
lost all right to step ashore. In China
it {s possible to purchase A fine woman
for a few hundred dollars, while In
this country a Chinese glave is llteral-
Iy worth her weight In gold. Five,
ten or fifteen thousand dellars for
ona Chinese woman slava ls not con-
sidered a high price In Amarica and
it means a tidy little fortune for the
man who can manage to import one,

. - L]

Ta a taxi-driver life has no tinsal
or glitter. Many of his experiences
area sordid and he must always be on
guard against the professional bilk,
His Is a detached viewpoint and
eternal vigllance is the only method
of protecting his pocketbooks for he
must stand bad bills from his own
small wage.

A ocall eame from a rosidence dis-
triet. The cab stopped in front of
the housa and & wo-begona flgure
came through the gate and tyled to
step Maside. The bedraggled indl-
vidual who seoamed 2o out of place
in & tax! wore a voluminous pair of
grimy and patched overalls, an old
slouch bhat, patches of bare feet
showed through the brokeén shoes, an
old eoat about ready to fall apart
while from & corn-cob pipe emerged
& dense cloud of raw tobrceo fumes,

No wonder there was an argument
with the bum. Where would such a
character get the price for a ride?
The driver expostulited,” barred the
door, but the fare opened out a coat
that had been carried on an arm and4
behold there appesred with an ex-
pensive fur garment the person of a
YOUNE Woman.

She was trying her Hunt club mas-
nuerada costume on the chauffeur,
and proved that as Huckleberry ¥Finn
she had nothing to fear. Anyhow, the
taxi-pllot, accustomed as he was to
characters, paid her one of the best
compliments gn amateur could have
by mistaking her for a real bum,

LI T )

Two office boys In an elevator, dis-
cussing the injustices of life. Sald
one: -

“If 1 could only get pald all I earn
I would be ri¢h”

And these boys are nothing If not
up on all the best tricke. Thres of
them walted on = slde street until
the crowd began to jam the exists
after o film showing, and cleverly
managed to worm their way inslde
the theater without paying or being

caught ,
-

- -

Blg display ads {n the newspapers
eall attention to the desire of the gov-
ernment_to dispose of a ficat of as-
gorted ships, which causes one of the
observing ‘“about-the-city boays™ te
suggest that this might be a chance
to annéex a navy and go to smug-
gling. Seldom does a day go by
without reports of submarines or fast
craft bringing in cargoes of [llicit
llquor from Canada, and now the
rumor |s that more money is being
made by “bootleggling™ allens barred
under tha provisions of the new im-
migratian law. Whils the Bahamas
are far away and thers I3 no Bimini
bay on the Paclfit many a rival of
“Dapper Don" Coilins is getting away
 with a fortune in smuggling.

“Ever se¢s the John Day highway?'
Inquired R, A, Ford of Dayville.
"When that reoad ls finished people
will go crazy about the wonderful
scenery. The formation n the gorge
and the fossil heds will attract thou-
sands of tourists. What we want
particularly Is transportation in our
country, for we have no rallroads
and no prospect of geiting any, S0
tha John Day highway will be our
outlet. We don't want the truck reg-
ulations to apply on the John Day
highway as they do on the paved
highways, for the heav'ly loaded
trucks will simply ecompress the
gravel surface and make the road
better than ever. The more loads the
trucks ean carry the better It will
ba for us, Tor it will reduce the cost
of operating trucks and, naturally,
reduce the freight rate, Do you
kriow that on many articles wa have
to pay more frelght than the article
costs In FPortland? At present all
our supplles come In a rvound-about
way and the freight rate is exces-
sive. Hesldes the route {8 cireuitous
and takea a lot of time. When the
John Day highway s finished, and
it s almost completed now from Day-
ville to the Coluribin Rivar highway,
we can gel oup newspapers and lel-
tors muoh guicker than at present;
the distance wiil ba more than 100

a big reduction In the freight eharges.
The John Day highwuy is ona of tha
higgest benefits that central Oregon
could have,”

“Because the present gencration s
still fond of peanuts and popcorn is
the result of Indlanapolis having the
Jargedt plunt In the werld fopr the
munufactoring of machines for pop-
ping corn  ond  roasting  peanuts,
states J. 8. Hough of the Holcombe
& Hoke Manufscturing company, who
18 ragistored at the Multnomah. *“To
glve moms lden of the great amount
of peanuts consumaed In this country,
I might state that farmerg grew in
the United States 52,000,000 bushels
of peanuts, and jobhers {mported
more than that amount also to supply
popoorn to our eustomers, 1t took
268,000 acres of the best corn land In
Town, Nebraska and Kansas to ralse
it. Contrary to tho general idea, pop-
ping eorn, in order to pop, must be
carefully grown and, if plunted near
other corn, will m of & mixed qual-
ity and will not be sultable for pop-
ping. Fortunes have been made In
tha popcorn business Ona Chicago
firm usex from 12,000 to 16,000 pounda
dally, and we know of one man who
is only about 30 yvenrs old who saved
up mora than §20,000 selllng popcorn
on a oclty corner, another who atarted
14 wyears ago with 360 who is worth
$40,000."

Thers {3 & matter of ahout $170.000
of hond money dua the stats highway
aommission from Waljowa county,
The commission, howaver, does not
Intend making a demand for this
money at present, for the reason that
tha commisizon wants to help tha
farmera of that eounty. The bhond
money s In tha banks of Wallowa
county, divided according to the capi-
tal stock and undivided profits, but
the ¢ash will eome In handy to en-
able thes farmers to buy seed. County
Commlisisonar Johnson of Wallowa
vesterday came to Portland and of-
fered to turn over the money if the
highway commission asked for it
Ha explained how the money will
serve the tarmers | left where It is
for a few months, and the highway
commission agresd to have it paid
over on the installment plan until
June, -which will enable the banks to
finance the farmers at thé tima most
necepsgry. Wallowa cnunty Is In a
peculinr condition; more thun 60 per
cent Is within the forest rescrve and
leas than 40 per cent is on the tax
rolls, while the population Is about
10,000,

Getting from Cove to Island City
has heen Impossible recently, owing
to the condition of the roads. The
transpertation problem is such that
the furmers are demanding that
something be dons. Ray Duncan,
chairman of the Cove farm bureau,
and 8, H. Weimer, secrotury of the
Cove commgreial club, and also In the
trucking business, are in town to
consult the highway - commission
about the matter, although the Cove-
Island Clty route i% not on a stats
road. Abdut 150 carloads of fruit are
shipped from Cove a year and about
4000 crates of berrvies, and the’ pre-
ducers want better means of gotting
to market, It ls possible that some
way will be devised by the highway
commission hy which the county can
start this year on the
City road. Messrs. Duncan and Wel-
mer aro reglstered at the In}p-‘:rlul.

Cold weather has prevented work
in the past slx weeks on the grading
Job on The Dalles-Callfornia highway
which the county ecourt has con-
tracted to do in the southern end of
Desohutes county, aecording to
County Judge Bawyer, registered nt
the Hoteal Portland. The judge, who
Is also a newspaper editor and pro-
prietor, has bheen dickering with the
highway commission to get action on
the road between Sisters and Tumailo
and Bend. The commisslon is talk-
ing of rushing the road from Bisters
to Redmaond, but while that is wlso
wanted by the county court, the judge
doesn’t want the Tumalo section over-
looked, At Sistera the highway, after
crossing the Capcades, divides, one
eguving to Bend and the other to Red-
mond and on to Prineville and the
Mitchell eountry.

With sawmills Zn_i;rattn;;. La Grande
Is In good shape, according to A, W,
Nelgon, manager of the Union County
Ad elub, whd la In the ¢ity. “The
market for our lumber {§ In the east;
wa eannot hrenk Into the Mantunn
country,” explained Mr, Nelson. *The
erchardiais are harder hit than the
grain farmers in oufr county.,” he con-
tinded. “The reason for this is the
very high assessed valuation placed
on orchard land by the county asses-
sor. The orchards are asscsged out
of all proportion. Thie was shown re-
coently ' in a study submitted te the
Efute tax investigntion commission.
I prepared some of the statistics for
this survey, and tharefore know some-
thing of what the fruit men have to
contend with.”

Former State Senator Johnson of
Corvallis, where he |5 in the banking
business, was n Portiand visitor yes-
terday. He was here to urge that the
read hetween Corvallis gnd ‘Albany be
placed on the state map. At one time
the highway commission favored this
idea and suggested [t2 willingness to
the Beniton county court, bul the
ocourt declined, expressing n desire to
wait. Now the commission has con-
cluded that with the approaching
completion of the West Side highway
and the Pacific highway the link be-
tween Corvallis and Albany will not
be such an Important truffic artery In
the future.

Langunge Changes Presented.

“The next round’s on me.'"

"We're golng for abcentory run next
Sunday.” "

“She has such pretty eaps™

“I'm not old enough to play golf*

“Woman's/pluce 18 in the home."

"Lift your skirt: this crossing is
muddy.”

“Spead: 1imit, 12 miles”

“Having a minute or two {o =Epare,
1 telephoned home."

*Nickelodeon.™

“The land o the free” o

-

miles #horter and there will also be|

Cove-Islund |

Com Yon Answer These Questions?
1. Is the tip of an opossum's. nose
sensitive to a blow struck to kill?
2. Does the ostrich really hide its
head in the sand to escape Its enemy?
1. Pleass tell me a way to tan red
gquirrel skins.
Answers in tomorrow’s Nature Notes.
L = -

Answers to Frevious Questions.

1. Can ¥ou give a recipe for a home-
made scent to attruct skunks and
coyotes?

No, though we know such a thing
18 sometimes used., Rotted fish is
usurlly. the base. Bits of fish cut
up and placed with a Jittle water in
@ bottle are sald to make a horribly
effective fluid. To this some other

or asifetida, is added as a reinforce-
ment. Spoiled fish ltself used in the
trap is eald to be effective bait.

L] - -

2 Is it true that toads live to be
very old?

Barripg acoident, they may live a
good many vears, The lifa span of
apy wild crenture is pretty much a
matter of luck In keeping out of
hinrm, but the toad |5 a good hider,
relying on keeplng guiet and mateh-
Ing Its surroundings to escupe
cnemies. An authentic case of a toad
A6 years old Is quoted by an authority
o1 amphibia,

- - -

3. If blrds have their eyves on the
sido of the hepd, can they seoc ono
object with both eyes at once?

Apparently they. can see straight
ahegd, as otherwlse they oould nat
fly aceurately toward a mark, Of
course, it I8 Impeosalble to observe
how tha eyes foous when the bird
I8 in rapid flight, but from the un-
erring way a hawk, for instance, can
drop onto prey from a helght, power
to focus both eves on the same polint
seems to be inferred.

RELIGION IN PUBLIC

SCHOOLS

Imws Vary In States as 1o Reading
of Bible tn Classroomn,
LEWISTON, Idahe, Feh., 20—(Teo
the Hditor,)—Flease naxmo (1) the
stites that require religious instruc-
tion In the public schools; (2) the
states that prohibit it; (3) the stales
that allow it.
T HENRY I.

TALKINOTON,

The constitutions of all states con-
tisin guarantees of religious freedom,
and the term "religlous instructions™
in capable of wide differences of in-
terpretation. Taking the reading of
the Bible in the schools as the basis,
Aha laws of the states fall into two
gonernl classes—those which forbid
the use of any books in the schools
which may be caleulated to favor tha
religlous tenectz of any particular
sect, leaving it to the courts to deter-
mine whether a particular book
sectarian, and, second, those
epecifically provide that “the

is
whigh
Bible

more or less limited provision for its
reading In the classroom.

According te the “"Cyelopedia of 13d-
ucation,” edited by Paul Monroee, the
following stutes havadeclured by law
that the Bible shull not bhe excluded,
of have provided that it shall be read
in the schools: Florida, Getrgia,
diana, lowa, Louisiana, Massachusotts
Misalssippl, North Dakota and Waont
Virginia. Reading of the Bible I op-
tional or permissive, according to the
wishes of each community, in Kan-
#as, New Jersey, North Dakota, Okla-
hema and South Dakots Especial
provision is made by law for excusing
pupils from attendance on clusses
during the period which the Bible ia
being read in Florida, Towa, Loulsiana,
Massachusetts and Nortlh Dakota.

The extent to which the reading of
the Bible muy be regarded as “‘rell-
glous Instruction.” In states which
have no~definite laws on the subject.
|4 Inrgely a matter of construction by
gourts and the decisions on this point
are numerous ind conflicting.

Fopes, Ireland and Traveling Checks,

BAR VIEW, Or, Feb, 19.—(To the

Editor.)—1. Have any of the re
popeg becn chosen from cardin
sido of Itgly or ure wll card)
officio Italfan residents?
As applled to Ireland what are
“republlioans, black and tans, Sinn
| Falnors”? What are the different po-
litical parties now (0 Treland and
1\\'[\;.[ is their maln difference In opin-
lon?

4. A check drawn on the
clofed Bay Cily bank ws
amock flrm early in Ji 3
wWilg returnad to !l-‘.f‘, Iﬂﬂk':‘

13, and itz Indersements s

had pasgad’ through thres or

Fortland banks. How comes t

it do#s not go direct from the Tilla-

mook bank, where it was deposited to

the Bay Clty bank? SUBSCRIBER.
—

1. The Inst non-Italinn pope wns
the Belgian grehbishop of Lisge, born
in Holland, He becama Adrlan V1
1522,

2. The republicans ara those who
stand for an independent Irish repub-
e, entirely separated
Britaln or bound to it
fepsive treaty. The and tans
wera an auxiliary pollte farce com-
posed of ex-officers of the British
army, expressly to combat the rebel-
lion. Sinn Fein 18 the organization
which conducted the war for Irish in-
dependence and which has acvepted
the treaty ereating an Irish free state.
There are now th partiag Ire-
land, unionists, who gtood cOTi-
plete union with Great Brit
they have ace SEPNT
ment and nutonomy
duced representution In the
parliament; free stolers, who
the 1treaty with Great Britain
which southwest Ireland has domin-
fon government llke that of Canadna
and bhecomes a distinet [
the British empire on
with all other British nati

Val
e treaty and hold out for &
lute separation as a republic

3. Its travels were doublless gov-
erned by the business convenlence of
ita various holders, about which we,
of course, can know nothing specific
You would have to ask each indorser:
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Widow Hns Dower Right,
CLATSEKANIE, Or., Feh,

vorce.
afterwards the man gZalns conslde
able. He Iater dies and the wife mar
ries agin. When the two children
ure of age they dispose of the prop-
orty withouf coggmlting their mother.
The estate was never administered

could she

INTERESTED.

of the property

Regardless of whaose
property now may be In, the widow
hus not lost her dower Interest ot
{ife estale o one-half the roal prop-
erty. /If personal property Is re-
ferred to. she has a legal right to
one-half.

hands the

THE WAY T0 FAME,
Whan Gaggitt, the vodyvesl actor,
Was standing 'em up in the tanks,
By walking about with his coat inside
out
And other ludicrous pranks,

The eritica considered him vulgar
And Jooked at him only to frown:
“*“Wa wonder,” said they, “why the

public will pay
To watch such a dull-witted clown?™

| tered

strong-smelling stuff, oll of sassafray, |

shall pot be excluded or which maifq'

though

an egquulity !

21 —1To |
the Editor.}—A man and wife, having |
two children, separate without d!—!"!"”',
They have no property, but|chetk Is nol an
| count In

- | curtif!

|Then Gaggitt went into ths movies

And thousands of houses he packed
By making his stuff quits a 1little
more rough
Than it was in his vodyveel act.
With placards the country has plas-
Which featured his face and his
name,
And shortly he found that the whole
earth around
Wan singing his praises and fame.

And, 10! the once oynical eritics
Wrote reams-upon reams to Impart
To their readors the fuct that this
GaggHt could aot
With & clever and consummate art.
They spoke of the way that his gentus
Mude noble the lowliest role,
And seribbled at length of ths sad-
ness und strength
Composging his wonderful soul.

Thin incident teaches, dear children,
That Iif you are aiming at fame
And boping to shine in the Thosplan

line,
Which same fs a difficult game,
Don't seck to schieve the great prizes
By step nfler arduous step:
The way to mucerad—and the way
that you nead
1s first to go after & rep.
L - -

Making It Tough.

Ivery time busineas turns the cor-
ner It sace eongress putiing up a
“Foad closed for repairs” sign.

- . L]
Acquiring Wisdam.

The ooal miners have discoverad
hat public sympathy Is necesary to
3 They have deferred thelr
strike till the weather gets warm.

. L -

Fxeellent Idea.

President Harding |s going to in-
stall & wireless, BEvidently he wantn
to know what the county thinks of
him without having the information
strained through his Becretary.

(Copyright by the Bell Syndiexte, Inn,)

TCHE,

Tribute to a Woman.

Wy Grace E. Hall,

Il'|.|'\T'\'

. dx,

With delicsey and skill se deftly
formed

I mary that God
fashion you

And then—gigantie
mind!

Placed you on earth to fret your days
away

with

mun

Oy, creature of a theusand

mo

el liborcfi thus to

errar of a master

ttered Impediments of & hu-

forr
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detilis and
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LAy wild, full joy af 1

Your soul {3 so much Jke & thi
Might—
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dimamed sphoro
ordinnry flesh-clad

blindly plod.
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Whe mortais

sweet and dalnty creature, ¥
should have been o bird,
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ns ¢ cosmlic lsle that eoth

| Or, gold-winged and hrilliant
butterfly,
Etchod, momontarily,

aguninsat a

SOMe

In ‘varied hues,

lily-cup

Ah! sh a4 soul as vours™—is 11k«
Nth

That, fallen, slruggles
loat exlnte;

to regain its

And. shining here perfores. forever

renchos up
touch
Infinit

T'o onve more the boundless

In Other Days.
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| Funds Raised for Cemetery.

=
What recourse has she and what part | T0
recover? ling th

GASTON, Or . Feh, 21 —(Spoc
sa money for grading a

rond leading to entrance
of the ceméetery at East Gaston, the
trustees of the HIIl Cematery assocla-
tign. Mrs., James Baker, Mrs Bert
White and Thomas Carmichadl, gav
i entertalyment Inst night at the
sehool auditorium, which was an ar-
tistic and financial success. A pro-
gramme of voeal and Instrumefial
musle was given; also dramatiogeead-
ings, recltations and a planclogue

al.
Frocu -
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