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EASTERN OREGON ROAD-BUILDING PROGRAMME INCLUDES 814 MILES

The Dalles-California and John Day Hilghways and Old Trail of the Pioneers to Be Worked During 1922, Opening Many Districts and Traversing Strefches of Magnificent Scenery of Varied Kinds
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HEEE of Oregon's Uimportant|trail. Hefore the end of thefcurrent | 180 miles there |s yet to bring to the original three-toed horse Fos- | furnished by the forest bareau on o8t to te $AT0.281 and
I traffic arteries upon which much | year, the motorist can travel without standurd grade &1 miley. and there is | choice of these two highways., the | sils of nil these plants and an this section So expensive will the :d to cost §2.800,000 to com
work will be performed in 1922 i terruptlon from the Oregon state !'e_i to surface wi..:h rock op gravel | Old Oregon trail :I.EI(] the Jt_li.'lr. Day lltn':-.h---n IH.:I;AI'H':-'] in gnstruction be over the mountmins . _ form: figure does not
. the Old Oregon trail. the John | line, oppnosite Payette, Ida., on the 1029 miles. This is not to be o hard- h‘lgla'.\':ny, and, still iater,.a lh.'.l'{l.‘fl.tl' and ci.mﬁtrun':'.r.lz the .I-.J.n the highway commission hans || ude worl % » W .;|,|.>?'.. anfract
[y highway nnd The Dalles-Cnll- [‘-imuu- river, to Lthe Pacifle ocean, s surfsced highwr A but. it wil have a | Centrsl '.'” - Eo!‘ tho three | way the road L‘L_m‘lln.l .l”r'.‘:“"u'ﬁ. kave oned anction even ‘to 18 poing AR ¥ road have ueen
4 3 - ’ . - ” good surfance admirably suited to the | rndigte like a fan from Ontario, De blnsted their way through fossll re-|of a determination of the complete lo 1" L e T rik through Jelfer-|
fornja highway. They represent E14 | distance of 526 miles, and the entire needs of traffie In that region. Up | velopment of the Central Oregon | mains of prehistoric beasts catlon of route Howdéver, the com- and Deéschu sunties belng
miles on the state road map and each | journey can be made “on high™ te November 1, 1921, the state has | highway will not be as rapid az In Pictuyre gorge. a scclion through | mission, within the past few mont ! f ahod
@t Lthese ronds Is eist of the Cascudes, The O!d Oregon trall ls so-called | expended 31,611,735 on the tiall. Es- | the case of the other two, which the hig ay has been bullt, is | has agreed to take up this section a 1 Kinma
the natural burrier which divides Ore- | becavse It follows the route which timate to complete the highway. Statistically considered, there are |u minlature reproduction of Lthe Grand | soon us possible i
giving |t two distinot climates. | {he ploneers took who came overland cluding work now under contrac 202 miles of John Day highway, of | Canyon Comp I few natiy The Dalles-Californin hlghway s Cour h
Eustern Oregon 18 a country of vast =g c e d - $1,600,000, so that the road is already | which 153 miles remalin to be graded | Oregonlins are awara of the exlstenda | the north and south routs throu i )
s ¢ L{to this state, and there jg mno more . . ¢ L 2
. 3 half paid for. Ontarie, Or,, is the |and 205 miles to be surfaced. Tt has | of this marvelous formation, but with | the state east of Cascades the hik mm iR m but a fow
spaces and in spoarsely seitled. it em- | fammous path of the emigrants than eastern terminus of the Old Oregon | cost thus far $1.652.498 and will c;\il':hr completion of the John Day bigt teling the Pacific highway on months " Owlng S 'POE=
braces the fertlle wheat belt, the osl- | the Oregon trall. While the original | trall. There will be a little, but not | for 32,500,000 to complete. There will | way it is y to bec i3 fame western mlope. Whersas raphy of the coun 1
tie ranges, the chief irrigation section | ¢rall (s paralleled almost the entires | mueh;, hard-surface on the trail and [ be a rock or gravel surface the entire | as apy other gcenic g the we highway Is 145 milea in through Waseo \ ¥ |
nd the eagebrush and sand. 1L is | way across the state. the highway | that little will be confined o Unbon | length | Conslderable progreas  has been | Dalles-Californla Is 321 & 1eRO ! heny
the home of the buckaroo, the sheop- ll--hlkn;lll'd as .the Old Oregon trail| county. Ages before man appoared on :.‘:-_-qul,-ir In opening up the John Day | read in western Oregon l¢ nd dows 1L up
hardor and the great wheat ranches. t.etn‘.:!:ut:s at Pendleton, \.i'llt\l"( It Scenically, no oLher lra.\-‘nl-wi)' in | surface of the garth the country | highwiiy east of Pralrie and a sub-| California will not p Den ANV G I )
1t contiing some of the most awe-in- | *NEP becomes known as the Columbla | Oregon possess#s more distinet and | through which the John Day high- | stantial siart has be made at the | For o ard the ger of | part T 1 W
river highway. In so far an traffic | unique fentures than the John Day | way runs was the habitat of me (,n tern end so that t is progress | this highway was Lhe by | Dalles 1 HeEhwa 1 ‘
spiring scenery to :be found in the ls eoncerned, the Columbia river | highway. This road connects with the | sters. The country possessed n tropl- | from Ontario to Br LT The gap !l iaodians coming from Cnllfo : DITpPHTAL . vel x 31 vartd
state. [t possespes some of the most | highway and the Old Orédgon trall are Columbia river highway st Arling- | cal ¢ with palm trees in abun | between Brogan and Pralrie presents| barter for -dried s=almon at Celllo | w pi
celebrated fossil bedy in the world the gume thoroughfare ton, then takés a southeasferly direc- | danee and rank vegetation. Here the | the most costly plece of construction 5.  Later, the routg was used b It = wor " i ttentior
These thrée roads serve as many | Special efforts are being put forth |tion, ending, like the Old Oregon trall, | woolly rhinoceros, the mammoth, and | Here the highway muost climb over ont. the Pathfinder ih o8 =" ed " of Bend
different districts, but only one will | by the state highway commission to | at Ontario. In time, when both roads | other In animais, a¥¢ well' ns the [the Blue mountains and t(raverss still 200 miles Lo | T highwes nn or irfaced
be finlahed in 19%%—the Old Oregon | complete the traill this yoar. Of the  are rompieted. the traveler entering | suritns, lived It was the home of | donss forests Co-operation will he to surface of Uhe many m W L elr
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Oregon from ldaho will be offered his
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MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE AND GASOLINE

Registration of Cars and Consumption of "Fuel,” With Other Sources of Revenue, Held Sufficient to Complete Present

System, Comprising 4350 Miles, Until Length Is Graded and Surfaced.

Chuirman State High-
Commisalon.

highway
ramifications
probliem

By K. A. Booth,

WY

HE state programme
with all
the gEroatest
has ever come before the
that more nearly

netivities

of its is
cconomic
that people
of Oregon and . ohg
touches Iinfluences their
than prablem
probubly evar can
The wheel long
and appropriute
chanles does not
giving place to other agenciex
maving people or their belongings

from place to place and, as long ns 't

or

any other pver huz or

used &8s 8 powerful

instrument In me-

yet appear to be

in

hleulir transportation, the highway
probiem will continue of Increasing
interent and for many Years aL !-‘mg

lead as opr most important agency of |

development
Oregon has undertaken to build her
atute roads with funds collectad from

llcense feés for auto vehloles and a
tax on gusoline The Income from
theks sources undar the present|
pcheduler, in sufficient to provide for
the retirement of a bond lssue equal
to the present coustitutiona! lmit of
4 per cent of the total asseasahle
worth of the state, and supply In ad- |
ditlon several hundred thousand dol-

Inrs annually for malntenance or bet-
terment .
At this time It uppears to be A well

understood policy of thestate to bulld |

and maintaln its state highway
temn without & direct property
This fact should be emphasized ua
statements are frequently made, gen-
araily in all good r.c_‘n'rclrncr.. that the
road expenditure through the state
highway sy#tem comes from 4 direct
state tux. As the laws now are, nol
a dollur s gathered by the state from
direet tax for road construction or
maintenance

Eo far as can now be scun the reve-

SYE-
tax.

nu# collectad from licentes and gaso-
line tax will be gufficient to continue
the Improvement of the préssnt sys-
tem of eatate highways comprising
some 4350 miles, until thn whole I=
graded and surfaced to the present
state standards, Thia siatement is
hiused on the assumplion thatl the num-
ber of Ileensed vehicles and the fuel
psed by them will annually Increass
over a period of five Lén Years,
which will cover the time of active
construction required to complete the
standardizing of the system as It
now In,

to

There will be reqqulired, howaver,

gome extension.to the constitutional
limit for which the stiata way ba
bonded for road Improvemsnt for the
annwal Increase in the assossable
worth of the state will not be suffi-
elent to automptically Inecreases the
hondipg limit 19 an amotunt equal to

the requirement of finishing the job,

To extend the constitutiopal lmit
for bonding for road construction re-
quiree a vole of the psople. This fuot
should be prominently foaturad that
all cltizens may properly under-
stand L, for they are certain ha
called upon to vote on Lthe proposition
of extension of honding limit or be
compelled to discontinue active con-
struction work _before the present
s¥stem |s conpleted. Let it be under-
stood, however, that Increase of the
bonding limit does not involve a sys-
tem of direct tax or any other system
than the one noy heing foilowed un-
der ntate laws: that is to Bay, revenuas
arnurily collected from present jegul-
derignated sources wiil be suffl-
clent to pay the interes: and principal
on #n Aamount counsiderably beyond
the { per cent llmit if the increase In
the use of anute vehlclés Increages
during the next decade or the major
portion thercof as rapidly as it has
during the past five years. That the
increase will 20 continue seems be-
yond question when the record of reg-
iatration is studied or. possibly more
to the point. if the saving by use of

our

i

ways l2 considered, as It surely must

In Oregon the registration of ‘motor
vehicles for 1920 was 103,730, produc-
ing a revenue of §1,872,166; for 1921 it

is estimated at 118,600, producing
$1.224.159.

The Oregon regisiration of motor
vehicles for the first aix months of

1920 was 89,173, producing $1,828,696.
For the first six monthas of 1831 it
was 102,274, producing $2.088,61K,

The increage In Oregon s not an
exception., During 1521 all but 12
states of the union fincreassd their
registration. In some states: It is
stated that the registration law ls
not being striotly enforeed, owing to
financisl depression, which may ace
count for shortage of about 60,000
registrations covering 12 states.

The Increaso In the use of motor
vehicles s rapid. For instance, there
was registered in the Unilted States
during the first six months of the
present calendar year 13,244 more ve-
hicles than were registered during
the 12 months of 1920,

The compelling use of
vehlcle I8 {ts saving, It
that thers was more than 1,600,000,006
tons of frelght mpvad by vehicles
ovér the improved highways of the
United States during 1520, and that
the saving in cost of such movement
wis not less than $1.70 per ton, or
egual to $1.700,000,000,

Taseks hitherto impossible are made
ensy by good roads and motor ve-

the motor

hicles. The worth of # man under
these Dbettéred agencies Increnses
many fold becsuse of what he can

accomplish under the bettered condi-

tions and of the time waved in per-
formance.
Te what purpose funds may be

most profitably spent in road belter-
ment Is a matter for serious consid-
eration and one that ls belng much
discuesed In Oregon and elsewhere.
Eomns seek to exploit the tourist and
others would serve first, the farm or
factory. Somewhers between these
éxtremes appears the sure courss for
Oregon. Fortunately, most of the

auto machines over improved high-|roads gonstituting the Oregon high-

is estimated |

Oregon's growtih can best be en-|that those who follow the programme | schedule a® revised by the Ilnst legla-

hanced by her soll production. Prop- | closely should be well Informed as to|lature, is $2,244,15%. After deducting
erly treated, this alone may muke her | revenue, cost and progress that is|the cost of administtation by the
a greal state. Our manufacturing. |bsing made, and for that resson from | state for registration, 25 par cent of
now considerable, must be greatly |time to time full Information I8 given | the remainder ls turned over to the
expanded. Agricultural development | the press, which has manifested the | countles contributing: 75 per cent go-
and factory growth stimulate each | keenest Interest In publishing the| lng into the highway fund.

othér, and both must be carefully con- | news and in giving splendid support The receipts from gasoline tax for

uidered in our road programime and|to the highway commission 1820, being one cent per gallon on all

advanced in sil ressonable ways It 38 hoped that statisties to the | sales of gasoline and distillate, were

To & large extent these interests | extent here given may not prove dull, | $464.060. An additional tax of one |
were cansidered by the legisiature | but will serve to give In general the | cent per gallon on gasoline used In
and are now being consldered by the | progress of the work during the past | motor vehicles was Imposed by the
highway commission .in loctating and | year, with some resume of the work | last legislature. It |s now estimated

developing the great undertaking. done by the commission as now con- | that the tax on gasaline, as now pro-
The automobile, so far as its in- | stituted and a glance mhead covering | vided by law, will totnl for the yoar

tensive use la concerned, !s largely | at least Lhe proposed activities for| 1531 §938.000.

an Amerlean institution. More thun | 1823 The Incrense In consumption of]

S8 per ¢ent of all registrationa for The funds used In state highway | gasoline for 1931 over 1920 ls us

1920 were for vehleles in the Unlted | construction come from four sources,' nearly as can bLe estimated, 16.7 per
-

d that ndditions thereto might be

made from time to time by unanimous
vole of the highway commiasnion. The
syatem mny therefore be extended by
the legisiature or the highway com-

miesion, as stated .
The ki ay commission s com-
posed L B ap-
by t from

each aof the tricta of
the state Th required
bv law to make annunl reports to the
governor covering all its sctivities
The mamhors & without pny

The totnl mile of publiec roads
in the ate, ncl aof course wnil
county roads, s 41,826 (9] 4 theae
roinds, 4306 miles comprige Lthe state
sy Elem

Under the new [ederal law not to

BUILD OREGON HIGHWAYS

. PO —
rWwiay syslem are largely market , States. Over 5,250,000 mdtor vehicles federal ald. sale of state bonde, Meenss , cent on n moto exvesd 3 per cont ar 1254 miles of the
roads and practically all of them are | have already been registered In the | fees from nputomoblle vehicles and tax | hicl, 0 muater ) ba|p oads of the siate muat he
geenic. There iz not m scenic road In| United Statea during 1921 ,-\lmnllm-. gasoline. The amount & [ ‘al | 16.4 per ceo naled as primary ronds, and 4
the state now constithting a part of [ 2,250,000 of thess are In uss on the|aid received depends on congresalonnl 5 o Lhe organizidic [ the higt ! «n or 1673 milom as secondary
the highway system a considerable | farm. Two per cent of the American | action and has varied from we o|lway commisslon ns o iz I'he imary ronde must b8
part of which does not gérve us an | farms now use motor trucks and the year. The recent bill p -‘_.;.._l_ h hns 1 f 1 1013 orstale in haracier and the mesc-
every day murket rond It may well | number is rapldly increasing. gress provides fundws to 1 yad intsreounty in chars
be wished that thi= statement might The American farmer is now In the | The amount Lo be apportloned there-
become more generally known to be | front n";-_k,_ of ‘ir:""'d rond enthusiasts. | under to Oregon will total about department, under cons=
a fact. It ls trus in o marked degree | He, In common with others, s demand- | $2,250,000, This will come in about direction, has turned over
of the Mount Hood l8op: the Cra ing better roads=—betler ae time|equil amounts from the forest and s of the unlon much equip-
Inke and Josephine caves ronds, sand | savers and ln carrying capacity, It is postal road (unda Wi hased for wWar
these are the roads mos#t referred to| common knowledge that the soll s The amount of slate bonds that can It ¢o of automoblles,
as svenie or touriet roads our great sour of wealth, but we all | be sold under the present law is r re. D ) eto. Prom
The tourist crop is a varying, but|need to be constantly reminded that | somewhat variable and must not ox- maintalned ail com- ) gource Oregon recelved about
Increiasing asset and will add many | its yield is not spontaneous but needs | ceed 4 per cent of the total nsacssable Atate T 500,000 worth of equipment, which
mitlions of dollars to our annual in-|{the help of every possible agency, and | worth of the property of the state slightly more thar r been worked over o
come and a steady «ncrense to our | one of the grentest und most import- | The state assessment of 1920 was  dollars. The lnw doea |adapt it for use in road building, and
population, bul it not pne stablé alnnt I= the good road, Ametican In- $1,040,839,045 the bonding Umit 1} -| not inte malnteéenance, b v conajderabla portion of It has bean
foundation to bulld upon as the farm | dustry dies as the goll withholds her | under 4 per cent being §41, 1, | tha e, aetl to the countles of the state
wnd factory. treasure, Daily bread lessens or dis- | The assessable worth for 1521 it now | gentiem e favorable to the coun=
Statistics showing the Influence of |appears as the =oil falls us. But the|appears, will be less than for lhi-‘.n-'n"'-
improved highways ure not alto-|eoll will never fall us If properly| preceding year and will correfond- | u bo B tinlshed oF undde
gether reliable i have not vebyg treated Only man 1 st Re < l'rti-;ils reduce the bonding limit The | 1 1 of paving, S$1&
been sufficiently compled to show | better afford to fa any other | par value of stute bonds sold during the and in addition 360
accurate results except in special In- | polnt than In alding the producer|15%21 was $11,000,000, and 1t mtal l'h‘ll" 1Tt grads It s now
stances and restricled sreas. It has | from the soil Thizg should be an|value of all sales from 1917 to 1931 Thils asonable assUranes
been published, however, that the | every day consideration by (he people lupive $80.140,000. In wnddition tc that the Columbia River
farm growth—ihnt Is the increase in|of Oregon in the déevelopment of her g8 there s amdvertined for aale on W the | highways ! L ted during
soil production—along the improved | present road system and the exten-| December 15, 1821, bonds to the par will be carefulls 1 and the work bo well ad
highways in Ohio bhas incromsed 188 | slons 1o it. value of $560,000. rted to the next reg- | vanced on severnl other principal
per c¢ent in the past five yearsz and It seems Jdifficult to write of the The gross amount received from egisiature ronds. The Pacifie highway will be
that factory production incresmsge dur- | Oregon roand programme without ar-| lioense fecs for 1920 was $1.972,186, constituting the | paved from Washington te Californis
Ing the same perlod due to tha same | gilng for It éven though It Is no|and the estimated recelpts from the svatem were desig-|and, If the Job | hed as planned,
Influence has been 1856 per cent longer necessary. It Is [mportant | same source for 1821, under the d by the legisiature, which pro-|It will become the firat paved Intere

state highway In t union

After completing the contracts now

nwarded, it is estimated that there
will re of avallable atale funds

i 7500, 000 0f this amount
$2.500.000 id for pressnt tn
match special federal ald in
constry the toonevell highway
Ahout § LOOO will be requirad to
finiah the Paciflec and Columbia River
highway

At the end of there will ba but
Hitle if any unappropriated funds, but
there will be much of the present road
milenge uncor leted, thoongh weH nd-
vanced What further highway deo=
velopmeant may thereafter be under-
taken must be declded by the people
voting directly or by action of thelr

represeulatives in the leglalature,



