
LUMBER 1
ON COAST CHARGED

Federal Trade Commission

Cites Dangerous Control.

LOG SALE PLAN. SCORED

Scheme of West Coast Fir and Pine
Mills to Beat Consumer Is As-

serted in Sweeping; Report.

(Continued From First Pare.)
191i, and March, 1920, wrre over 300
per cent on some items, and over 500
per cent on others," declares the com-

mission. "Most items doubled in
price following: the armistice. All
these items except flat grain floor-in- ?

and common boards, are more
than double the price existing in Oc-

tober, 1915. A further exception is
ceiling;, which, is almost double."

Bis; Price Increase Cited.
In summarizing", the commission de-

clares:
"The conclusions, which the com

mission believes are. properly shown
and deduced from this evidence, may
be summarized as follows:

"First Between 1915 and, 1920
wholesale quotations on fir lumber
increased from 300 per cent to 600
per cent, and most items doubled in
price after the armistice, rtotwith
standing substantial reductions since
the spring of 1920, on some Items
quotations still range about as they
were in May and June, 1919, and on
others as they were in the spring of
1917. On substantial portions of the
production, present quotations are
still more than double the October,
1915. prices. Fir logs are quoted as
of May, 1920, at prices identical with
those which were fixed by the war
industries board, the war-tim- e maxl
mum, and which the loggers contin-
ued in force as the minimum until
June. 1919. These comparisons are
based upon the published quotations
of the manufacturers and loggers.

Concentrated Control Alleged.
"Second The loggers and lumber

manufacturers of the Douglas fir re-
gion are organized for the. purpose
of taking concerted action on the
prices of logs and lumber, support-
ing the prices so fixed by means of
concerted restriction of production.
They have been engaged in such ac-
tivities for 20 years or more. As
production concentrates in fewer and
stronger hands, the control of these
organizations .over the market be-

comes more and more effective.
"Third The ownership of standing

timber in the Douglas fir region, the
chief source of the nation's reserve
supply of lumber, is concentrated in
the hands of a comparatively few
strong concerns. The organized ef-
forts of lumber producers to control
prices are based upon their ability
to control production; and control of
timber is the key to control of

Price Declared Exchanged.
"Fourth The relation between the

fir log and lumber markets is such
that ordinary manufacturing profit
tend to be absorbed in the price of
logs and the valuation of timber,
particularly on falling wholesale lum-
ber markets. The frequent and pres-
ent claims of .unprofitable mill prices
are largely explainable by the collu-
sive action of loggers and timber
owning mills in enhancing the value
of logs and standing timber.

"Fifth The success of the Douglas
fir loggers' and manufacturers' con-
certed efforts to advance prices in
1919 was threatened by the importa
tion of Canadian logs, and led to
efforts to prevent such Importation
Failing In this, the British Columbia
loggers became affiliated with the
American associations and adopted
the latters price.

"Sixth In addition to" a similar ex-

change between fir and southern pine
manufacturers; prompt notice of price
action is given each other by the fir
manufacturers and those of western
pine for the purpose and with the
effect of securing harmonious price
action by both groups. The western
pine manufacturers have adopted
without change the prices of the fir
manufacturers on certain classes of
lumber and use the higher coast
freight rate In quoting delivery prices
on tuch stock.

Combine In Antierled.
"Seventh The long continued ex-

istence of artificial methods of con-
trolling the prices and production of
Douglas fir was shown by the bureau
of corporations in 1911.

"Eighth Despite the fact that re-
tail prices on lumber in January,
1921, had not been reduced propor-
tionately to the decline in wholesale"
prices, the , manufacturers joined
hands with the retailers in an ad-
vertising campaign to revive buying,
which. If successful, will tend to pre-
vent such a reduction In retail prices."

In addition to charging the West
Coast Lumbermen's association and
the western Pine Manufacturers as
sociation with concerted price fixing,
the trade commission undertakes to
prove that there is some measure of
collusion with the Southern Fine as-
sociation.

Communication la Quoted.
As one evidence of this, a quota-

tion is made from an alleged com-
munication sent by R. P. Arkley, as-
sistant sales manager of the St. Paul
& Tacoma Lumber company. In a.

Wash., to J. H. Austin, chair-
man of the Southern Pine associa-
tion's committee on salesand distri-
bution, as follows:

"You may be interested to know
that the west coast manufacturers
had a very enthusiastic meeting in
this city yesterday, and the opinion
was very freely expressed that fir
should demand considerably more
money. It was decided by the West
Coast association to issuea new dis-
count sheet, which will be known as
discount sheet No. 2. applying to the
new rail B price list, which has Just
recently been issued, to take the
place of our May 1 list .... This
action, we believe, will be welcomed
by our yellow pine friends."

Another quotation from L. C. Boyle,' legal adviser for the lumber inter-
ests, to Charles C. Keith, a leading
southern pine operator. Is also of-
fered, to prove the drift of the west
coast manufacturers to the organ-
ized curtailment plan: "That the west
coast people are' now very largely
converted to your philosophy." one
element in which emphasis was
placed upon control as
distinguished from price agreements.

Curtailment Held Soccma.
Again the commission quotes from

a letter of Charles E. Patton, one of
the committee in charge of the cur-
tailment programme, to J. P.

of Spokane, Wash.:
"Our curtailment movement has been

the greatest success we have ever un-
dertaken, a great majority of the mills
realizing that it was absolutely neces-
sary to keep production within the
limit of demand if we were to get the
rost of production out of our lumber.
Will say that for the past six week's
very ciose to SO per cent of the mill

in Oregon and western Washington
have been closed."

On the score of the loggers working
as a combine, a quotation is made
from a letter written by J. H. Bloedel,
a leading fir manufacturer of Puget
sound, to Charles F. Keith of Kansas
City:

"The most important item entering
into the cost of coast lumber is the
price of logs. The loggers have very
generally remained closed down, and
at a recent meeting determined to re-

main closed .until February 1. This
is maintaining the present price of
logs, which is S12. 1 and $20."

Other references are made to cor-
respondence gathered by the trade
commission from which It reaches th
conclusion that the loggers clearly
curtailed to keep up log prices. It is
pointed out by the commission that
those concerns owning and logging
their own timber have the mills de-
pendent upon commercial logs at a
serious disadvantage, because the tim-
ber owner making his own lumber,
can make a big profit on the stump-ag- e

and logging items, whereas the
mill buying its logs might be work-
ing on the narrowest margin.

Letters Tell of Price Boosting;.
Another quotation from a letter of

Joseph Irving, president of the Log-
gers' Information association of Se-

attle, says:
"We had a trustee meeting here

this morning and Horton, Webb, Wil-
liams, McCoy and Chisholm were
present

"There is practically no change of
any consequence since you left, but
I think that Wright for the weyer-hauser- s'

is weakening, and with the
camps all staying down until Feb
ruary 1, I don t think there will De
any difficulty in putting in the price
of 117. 123 and $28."

Further information was sent to
the secretary by the same assocla
tion under date of January 21. 19
as follows:

"We are enclosing yesterday's re
port which covers a very small
volume of business. Have not beard
of any one starting up except Clear
lake, which put five sides in yester
day. Incidentally, Moore sent out 140
men Saturday. Horton is running
one side as he says he has to get
5.000.000 out some time in May. Ho
has agreed, however, to limit his
number of sides during February as
the others are to do.

"The Weyerhaeuser mills were to
start Monday. We read yesterday of
some other mill that was putting on
a night shift. I do not recall just
what mill it was.

Robert B. Allan, Seattle, secretary
manager of the West Coast Lumber
men's association, sent today to the
commission a formal statement say
ing:

"The west coast lumber industry !s
deeply indebted to the federal trade
commission for the report it has Just
transmitted to congress, although the
report is radically incorrect in many
particulars.

. "The report will be given immediate
and thorough consideration by the
West Coast Lumbermen's association,
and Insofar as association mills are
concerned, any practice concerning
which there may be any question of
legality will be quickly discarded.

"West Coast Lumbermen's assocla
tion is not a price-fixin- g or produc

organization. It has
not, since the tar. attempfed to fix
prices; nor has it attempted to curtail
output, as charged. During the war it
did fix prices In conjunction with the
war industries board at the request
of the government. ,

Price Reduction Pointed Out.
In 1920 Oregon and Washington

lumber production showed an n
crease of 12 per cent dVer 1919, and
an increase of 56 per cent over 1915.
These are United States forest service
figures and certainly do not indicate
curtailment. The war industries board,
after thorough investigation, said the
west coast lumber industry was en
titled to an average price of $26. At
the present time the average price is
118. 24.

'Our west coast prices never did
reach the high levels attributed to
them by the commission, but they did
get entirely too high, and if the law
would permit stabilizing agreements
they would never get that high again
At present production on the west
coast is below normal, and has been
for months, due to the fact that the
consumer has not teen consuming and
because the 33 3 per cent Increase in
rail freight rates disrupted competi
tive rate relationships of 30 years
standing, by increasing greatly the
transcontinental naui to eastern mar-
kets, as compared with rates of those
markets from short-ha- ul producing
regions.

"The west coast mills went into 1921
with more than 2,000,000.000 feet of
stock at the mil's and that stock has
not been moved. It is ready for any
housing requirements that may de-
mand it."

AXTI-TARIF- F MOVE SUSPECTED

Bankruptcies Prove Charges False,
Says Portland Lumberman.

Lumber manufacturers and others
engaged in the business here yester
day expressed doubt as to just what
Is behind the action of the federal
trade commission in charging that
there exists collusion in the making
of prices on the output, as reported
in dispatches from Washington, D. C.

That it is propaganda in iavor oi
the Capper bill, said to De

hacked bv Glfford Pinchot. If not
actually written by him. or that it is
in the interests of tar-
iff workers is the belief of some of
th lntni lumbermen.

'.'No matter what the motive or in-

fluence back of the charges, insofar
as they relate to this section of the
country they are untrue," said F. H.
Ransom of the Eastern & Western
Lumber company of Portland. "There
u nn concerted action between lum
ber manufacturers in the northwest
to fix and maintain prices. A number
of mills that are closed and In the
bankruptcy courts attest to that fact.
The business is very poor and has
been so since the high freight rates
put us out of competition in territory
which has since been captured by the
southern lumbermen.

"As a matter of fact, owners of
mills, large and small, have gone
ahead on their own initiative a,nd

have made their own prices. If a man
thought he could cut some lumber
and sell it at a lower.price than some-
one else might be selling lumber, he
used his own judgment and took the
chances. No individual, no organiza-
tion opposed him in it. Common
sense has been the chief guide and
careful operators have, in many ins-

tances.-shut down their plants in-

stead of trying to cut and sell lumber
at present rrices, considering freight
rates. I repeat that there is no col-

lusion in price-making- ."

Mr Ransom expressed the belief
that anti-tari- ff interests are stirring
up trouble.

L. A. Nelson, secretary of the Ore-
gon district of the West Coast Lum-
bermen's association, declined to be
quoted, but said there is no truth in
the charge that prices have been fixed
by any illegal means, so tar as the
northwest manufacturers are con
cerned. He said it is difficult to un- -
derstand Just what is the meaning of
the action of the federal board. He
admitted naving neara rumors mat
some such move would be made to
further the Interests of the Capper
measure, backed by the Pinchot sup-
porters, and also that persons opposed
to a protective tariff on lumber were
active.

Charles T. Early, manager of the
Oregon Lumber company, and F. G.
Donald-son- secretary of the Willam-
ette Valley Lumbermen's association,
declared the charges untrue.

REBUILDING PUEBLO
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LEFT TO RED CROSS

Rehabilitation Plans- - for

Flooded Area Prepared.

CUPID PLIES HIS TRADE

Couple Xot to Be Denied Because
of Devastation Find Minister at

Least Is Sio Profiteer.

PUEBLO, Colo.. June 9. Rebuilding
of the city of Pueblo, including the
reconstruction of wrecked homes,
restoration of the business and In-

dustrial sections devastated by water
and the administration of relief
throughout the flooded district, to
day was turned over to the direction
of the American Red Cross disaster
relief administration. That action
was taken at a conference attended
by members of the "citizens' commit-
tee of 20," James L. Fieser, manager
of the southwestern division of the
Red Cross, and A. W. Jones, director-gener- al

of Red Cross relief in
Colorado.

Following the conference a state-
ment was issued to the Associated
Press explaining plans.

' Flood Wedding Performed.
Pueblo's first flood wedding was

performed today by the Rev. B. D.
Dagwell, in charge of Red Cross re-

lief headquarters. Irving P. Rich-
ards and Miss Jessie Woulett, em-
ployes , of the state hospital for the
insane here, came to the headquarters
at the courthouse and said that flood
or no flood, they wanted to get mar-
ried. When the groom offered the
minister $5 he refused it, saying:

"There is a military order prohibit-
ing a charge of more than 43 cents
an hour for services during the flood.
As it took only a minute to do this,
I can't accept anything."

An order was issued by the mili-
tary authorities today requiring the
signature of Captain Orvllle Dennis,
Colorado rangers, to all permits to
visit the devastated area, or traverse
the main thoroughfares between the
hours of 7 P. .M. and C A. M: ' That
signature is required in addition to
the signatures of Colonel Patrick J.
Hamrock, adjutant general, and Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Paul P. Newton, com
mander of guard troops here. .

. J. 10 Listed as Missing.
According to the latest available

figures from the Red Cross and other
official sources, more than 130 per-
sons are listed as "missing"s a re-
sult of the flood. The "missing" list
is compiled by military authorities
and the Red Cross from Inquiries
which have come in by telegraph,

ail and personal inquiry.
All Inquiries are supposed to be re

ferred to the Red Cross, for final
check'ng and the Red Cross workers
are inquiring at addresses where they
are given. As fast as "missing" per
sons are found reports are made to
persons who inquire and the names
of the "found" checked from the
'missing" list.

Separate Karnes Contained.
This afternoon the Red Cross sent

to the Associated Press a list of
"missing" which contained 437
names. It was discovered afterward
that many of the names were dupli-
cated and that many of the persons
whose names were On it had been ac
counted for. The Red Cross also ex
plained that an employe issued the
list before it was authorized.

The list issued tonight and which
the Rev. B. D. Dagwell, in charge of
local relief headquarters, said was as
nearly correct as ,it is possible to
have such a list," contains more than
100 separate names. It was explained
that including the families, the num
ber of persons unaccounted for would
reach at least 130. ,

Refugee Camp In Operation.
The first unit of the huge refugee

camp being organized here is now in
operation under supervision of the
Salvation Army, it was announced by
the military authorities. The refugee
camp will have a capacity of 20,000.
There are 1000 persons in the Salva
tion Army unit. Homer T. Seale, adju-
tant, of the refugee camp, announced,
and 1500 more persons are expected
today.

It is possible the camp may servo
as a temporary shelter for the entire
flooded area as well as for Pueblo, it
was said.

Assignments to the camp hospital
are expected to follow a census of
disease which began today. This hos
pital. Colonel Pat Hamrock, state ad- -

utant-genera- l, in command of the
city, said, will have a capacity of 20
per cent of the capacity of the refugee
camp, or 4000. He does not expect a

10,

demand will be made for that ca- - '
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pacity, he said, but he is preparing for
eventualities.

An announcement of disease condi-
tions following the flood was made
tcday by Dr. John C. Cornell of the
United States public health service
headquarters. There are 83 cases of
diphtheria, of which 34 are quaran-
tined. A large majority of these
cases. Dr. Cornell said have developed
since the flood. The scarlet fever
cases number 14. There are two case
of typhoid fever, five of smallpox and
10 of chickenpox. Before the flood
three families were quarantined for
smallpox and Dr. Cornell expressed
the fear today that these families
might prove a source of contagios
as they have not been located since
the flood. The city has been di
vided into districts by wards and phy
sicians and nurses will make a house

se canvass beginning today to
ascertain the exact Incidence of dis
ease. ' .

The canvass will be made under
public health service direction. Free
vaccination will be offered. In cases
of exposure vaccination will be com
pulsory.

Lesion to Clear WreckaKe.
The flood wreckage of Pueblo will

be cleaned up by members of the
American Legion. An organization
for that purpose was completed last
night, and Captain Van Law of
Pueblo was placed in charge. The
legion men will have from 2000 to
3000 men at work this week, it was
predicted.

A military order just issued directs
Major Albert H. Mueller of the United
States army to take charge of all
United States property in the city.
Military officials said today they be
lieved the food crisis is past. The
Nuckolls Packing company's plant is
being repaired and will be used to
store fresh meats. Its ice plant is
in operation and the sick and poor
at least will get ice until everybody
pan be BUDnlied.

An order prohibiting profiteering
has been issued by Colonel Hamrock.
Any firm or person charging more
than .the pre-floo- d prices for foods
will be punished by the military au
thorities, the order says.

FLOOD WATERS ARE RECEDIXG

Damage From Overflow of Platte
Placed at Million Mark.

DENVER, June 9. The South Platte
river reached its crest in Denver and
Colorado last midnight. After flood-
ing for four days two square miles
of Denver's lowlands on the west side
and inundating farming sections
along its course through northern and
northeastern Colorado, the flood wa-
ters have begun to recede.

The recession of the Platte is ex-

pected to be slow. Intermittent rain-
fall in the mountains has served to
make the river r;se during the last
few days. It rained again last night
but not heavily.

In Denver hundreds of frame dwell-
ings and manufacturing plants were
surrounded and railroad yards sub-
merged by the water, which was at
Its highest yesterday at 12 feet 1 inch.

The second flood casualty occurred
here last night, members of the police
safety patrol reported-today- . A cry
for help late In the night was heard.
Workmen found footprints on the
river bank, disappearing in the wa-
ters. ..Mud torn up by the vlct'm's
hands, indicated his struggle for life.
The body has not been recovered.

Farms in portharn Colorado are in-

undated by the flood waters of the
Platte. Ranch houses are flooded.
Bridges, by the score, were washed
out, highways were made impassanle
and railroad trackage torn and twist
ed. Official estimates of the damage
indicate the loss will pass the 31,00K-00- 0

mark. Weld, Boulder and Larimer
counties suffered most. Logan and
Morgan counties escaped the flood wa-

ters because of the low valley through
which the Platte flows in that section.

Aid Sent Flood District.
SAN ANTONIO, Tex., June 9

Equipment sufficient to provide com-
fort for 2000 persons today was en
route to the Colorado flood area in a
truck train from Fort Sam Houston
here. A still larger caravan from
Fort Bliss. El Paso, also is en route.

OREGON MAN IS HONORED

Charles A. Park Head of Western
Plant Quarantine Board.

VICTORIA, B. C. June 9. Charles
A. Park of the Oregon state board of
agriculture was elected president of
the western plant quarantine board
at the annual conference here today

W. W. Wicks of the Idaho state
bureau of plant industry was elected

and D. B. Mackie of
the California plant quarantine serv-
ice, secretary.

.Hawaii Recuperative Zone.
HONOLULU, T. H., June 9. (Spe-

cial.) Plans for sending 2700 dis-

abled veterans of the great war to
this city for a recuperation trip are
being considered by civic and service
organizations of Seattle, according to
recent word from there. Local bodies
are getting active on the idea and
the probability Is that an invitation
to the veterans of Seattle will be
cabled shortly.
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CONGRESS 10 PROBE

ADMIRAL SIMS' TALK

Senate Orders Investigation
- by Naval Committee.

DENBY AWAITING REPLY

Cabled Inquiry Requesting Infor-

mation on Correctness of Irish
Remarks Unanswered.

WASHINGTON, D. C, June 9. Cog-

nizance was taken in congress today
of the speech in London of Rear-Admir-

William S. Sims, referring
to Irish sympathizers in this country.
The senate ordered its naval commit-

tee to investigate the speech, and in

the rouse Representative Ryan, re-

publican. New 'York, submitted a reso-

lution for an Investigation, charging
that the remarks had constituted an
attack on loyal citizens of the United
Sates of Irish blood and accused
American citizens of being traitors.

Secretary Denby awaited a reply
todav to hi-- : inquiry cabled Admiral
Sims-askin- g whether the remarks at
tributed to him had Deen correctly
reported in press dispatches.

The senate resolution was intro
duced by Senator Harrison, democrat,
Mississippi, and was adopted wltn lit-

tle debate.

SIMS STATDS by HIS SPEECH

I Shan't Repudiate a Single

Word," He Is Reported as Saying.
LONDON. June 9. (By the Associ

ated Press.) Rear-Admir- al William
S. Sims. U. S. N.. Is quoted by me
piess association today as saying this
morning with regard to the speech
he delivered on the Irish question
here Tuesday:

I stand by all I said, every wora
of it. I shan't repudiate a single word
I s d. and I see nothing
in It even if Senator McCormick
does."

Admiral Sims, who this morning
said he hal not received the cabie-g-a- m

reported to have been, sent him
bv Seerttarv of the Navy Denby in
quiring if the admiral was correctly
quoted in the press reports of his
spee 'i, has arranged to nave me caoie
n.esasge delivered to him as soon as
it reaches London.

Soeaklnc at a luncheon given by the
English-speakin- g union at London
on Tuesday. Admiral Sims s re-

ported to have made a bitter attack
uoon Irish sympathizers in America.
He was said to have declared:

"They are like zebras either black
horses with white stripes or white
horses with black stripes. But we
know they are not horses they are
asses. Each of tnese asses, nowever.
has a vote, and there are lots of
them." He declared that the persons
he assailed were Americans wnen
they want money, but Sinn Feiners
when on the platform." and added.
"they are making war on America
today,", according to cabled versions
of the admiral's remarks.

BRITISH FETE ADMIRAL- - SIMS

Appreciation of Services in the

War Is Shown.
LONDON. June 9. The house of

commons showed its appreciation of
Admiral Sims' services in the war by
he assemblage of its members in
arge numbers today in a committee

room, wnere the admiral nad Deen in
vited to meet them.

Mrs. Kims, by a special request,
accompanied him to the function.

Admir-- Sims' speech dealt with the
of the American and

British fleets during the war.

The powerful drug haslsh is made
from coTrrmon Indian hemp.

Juicy Steaks and Chops
Broiled Over Charcoal

'Just to Snlt Yon.

Perkins Grill and Steak Shop
108 Fifth Street.

KeepYourSkin-Pcre- s

Active and Healthy
With Cuticura Soap

THE Trust Department of
the United States National

has behind it all the vast re-

sources of the Bank itself, and
is conducted unae4he super
vision ot the U. b. Ireasury
Department as well as un
that of the btate .Banking
partment.

Thus it is not operated as a sepa-
rate corporation, but is. an integral
part of the institution, represent-
ing the maximum degree of safety
and serviceability. .

A confidential discussion of Trust affairs
is invited without obligation or charge.

"One of the Northwest's
Great Banks"
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!
Men, if You Appreciate a Good Lunch at the Modest Price of 35c

You'll Enjoy This One!
Scalloped Clams. Shrimp Salad. Collage Cheese. Bread and Butter and Coffee. If you enjoy

a cigarette, you will find a popular brand served for the asking.

x Take Express Elevator No. 6 to Eighth Floor.
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