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GOING DC rxCH BY INCH.
While Ambassador Harvey truly

voiced the opinion of the American
people when he pledged himself to
"strengthen bonds of friendship and
mutual helpfulness with Britain," to
"unfaltering and to
make "durable engagements," he
went beyond his mandate in saying
that "the present government will
not have another thing to do with
the league or any commission or
committee appointed by it or respon-
sible to it" without also saying for
what this government does stand in
the way of international organiza-
tion. The majority of 7,000,000 to
which he referred was against the
Wilson league but was nojt against
any league and was directly in favor
of the association of nations to which
the republican party is pledged by
its platform. A true statement of
the position of this country would
have included not only what it has
rejected but the alternative for
which it stands.

Mr. Harvey very properly cor
rected a misstatement of our pur
pose on going to war when he sai
that we did not send our soldiers to
save Britain or France or Italy, but
that we sent them to save the United
States. He thus dispels overlate'an
illusion that has done much mischief
by raising false hopes, but the fact
that we found it necessary to send
an army to EJurope and to save the
allies in order to save the United
States goes to prove that we must
join other nations in a combined ef-
fort to prevent another such catas-
trophe as befell the world in 1914
President Harding strives to escape
from the foreign complications in
which we were involved by the war
and by President Wilson's misdi
rected idealism, but he is driven,
Iirst, to tell CJermany that it must
accept responsibility for the war and

.must pay reparation to the limit of
its ability: second, to tell Germany
that its reparation proposals are in
sufficient and to refuse to transmit
them to the allies; third, to send
American delegates to sit as non
participants with the allied supreme
council, with the ambassadors' coun
cil and with the reparation

If Premiers Lloyd George and
Briand should storm at one another
about Silesia at a meeting' of the
supreme council, how long could Mr.
Harvey keep silence and refrain
from seeking to reconcile them and
from suggesting a basis of agree-
ment? Would not they eagerly ac
cept his efforts at mediation? Thus
inch by inch the administration is
entering some sort of league or as-
sociation. It will reach the point
where the existing league must be
reconstructed on terms that it can
accept, for an arrangement by which
this nation alone with a
member of other nations combined
In a league Is clearly unworkable.

How ready is Europe to accept our
help in establishing peace and order
was conveyed by the British premier
in this pathetic picture that he drew
of the old continent's condition:

It is essential for the peace of the worldthat America should be In (the supreme
council). European diplomacy works al-
ways In the den!e thicket of ancient feuds,
rooted, entangled and entwined. It is dif-
ficult to see the path: It Is not alwavs
possible to see the light of day; I did not
realize It all until the peace conference.

Our very detachment from that
"dense thicket of ancient feuds" en-
ables us to let in the light and to
6how the path out of it. Trust of
other nations in our freedom from
aggressive designs, in our impartial
good will to all of them and in our
devotion to freedom is so great that

- they are ready to follow our advice
and accept our leadership. If any
isolationist says that no American
interest calls upon the United States
to help Europe in cutting its way out
of that thicket,-l- et him read these
mournful words of Lloyd George and
ponder what they portend:

If this war was not the last war.' the
next will leave Europe fn ashes. It is es-
sential that we should find some means
of dragging the nations out of this
iaoyrintu ot n&trta, xor our own safety.

What would be the consequence to
America of Europe in ashes? When
we discuss all our present embar-
rassments depression in industry,
unemployment, wage reductions,
railroads hovering near bankruptcy,
ships by the hundred tied up, banks
choked with frozen credit we trace
all of them to a cause in Europe, for
with that continent the bulk of our
foreign trade is done. With Europe
in ashes that trade would be gone or
would shrink to the proportions of
that which we do with savage tribes.
For the surviving population of Eu-
rope would be very apt to relapse
into savagery, as it did with the in-

vasion of the barbarians and as Ger-
many did after the thirty years' war.
It would not remain a void. Once

would swarm westward, and we
should be confronted with Asiatics
across both oceans Preservation of
our own prosperity aemanas uiai we
help Europe to heal its ancient feuds
and again to prosper. Preservation
of our civilization demands that we
helpto preserve that of Europe, for
if that should perish, it would be re-
placed by the civilizations of Asia,
which have made China a country of

'coolies and India a country of ryots
castes.

Mr. Harvey's speech is disappoint-
ing because it laid so much stress on
the negative rejection of the league

and so little on the positive the
substitute whU-'-j this country should

offer. He has been so occupied with
destruction of the Wilson league that
he finds himself embarrassed In
thinking of the new structure that
he must erect. But events are more
powerful than he and will force him
to think and act constructively of a
new world order with America as the
hub, and the right instincts of the
American people will drive him the
same way. He shares those instincts,
but they have been somewhat
numbed by the controversy in which
he had been engaged.

WHAT ABOCT THE REHEARING T

More than a month has elapsed
since arguments were heard by the
public service commission on the ap-
plication for a rehearing in the tele-
phone rate case. It would seem that
sufficient time had been at the dis
posal of the commission in which to
prepare an order either granting or
denying the petition.

There is ground for insistence
upon action by the commission with
in the coming week. The right of
appeal to the courts from the com
mission's original order expires on
May 28. If there is to be a rehear-
ing, court action will at least be
postponed and possibly wholly obvi
ated.

If a rehearing is not to be granted
by the commission, the ctiy of Port
land will certainly wish to appeal to
the courts.
- It Is hardly fair to the city of
Portland to keep it in uncertainty
and possibly to put it to the expense
of instituting an unnecessary pro- -
ceding in the circuit court.

TAKE TDOS TO CATCH TTP.

The school board wisely recognizes
ths fact that "taxation has reached
a point where It has become a bur
den upon the home-owne- rs and
there is a general demand that this
burden be not increased at the pres
ent time." The board therefore
abandons its proposal to offer a
five-mi- ll levy to the electorate for a
special building tax, and substitutes
three mills.

The schools should be able some
how to get along. The taxpayer has
never been' stingy with the schools,
as the record shows, and is not
stingy now. How can it be said that
$4,000,000 for school purposes, raised
in Portland alone, is not an adequate
sum?

Twenty years ago (1901 to be ex
act) the total budget for school dis
trict No. 1 was $125,770, though it

inspiration late
school

the school district alone raises '" c.j"...- -

twenty-fiv- e times let us- - repeat,
twenty-fiv- e times the total district
tax of 1901. The taxpayer in Port
land must pay a district tax, a
county school tax, and the state ele
mentary tax, a total of nearly 14
mills. All for the public schools.

There are men and women in
Portland who . recall with pleasure
the good days of the Portland
public schools, when they were
housed in wooden buildings heated
with stove. They m.U6
were not aware that they were suf
fering any hardship or that the cur
riculum was. deficient in that it had
no instruction in the beautiful art
tatting, or ln cooking, or dress mak
ing, or the other useful and orna
mental branches which have since
been added. Nor can they see that
the much-discuss- ed portables do not
fairly serve at least a temporary
need in a rapidly growing com
munity.

The city has grown fast, but the
schools have grown faster, much
faster. It is time to afford a breath
ing spell, so that city may catch
up. Three mills for building pur-
poses is a plenty.

WHY IS THE ACBORAT

Those times the aurora chooses to
flaunt her beauty in the northern

accomplished I

how very little we have learned,
Superstitious dread is gone,
science taught us not to fear, how-
ever fearful the works of nature are,

we yet as little children gropi-
ng- at the door mystery. Of the
aurora we can only chant, with
encyclopedia, "A natural phenome-
non, which occurs in many forms,
some of great beauty." Earth cur

and magnetic disturbances.
coincident with the merry dancers,
play disastrous pranks with our sys
tems of - communication. Patiently
we repair breaks and realize the
futility human endeavor when
pitted against natural law. The
pider whose web has been destroyed

by a careless foot knows more his
mishap and its origin than we of
ours, we are umiteatto tne ooserva-tio- n:

"It is the aurora." What is
the aurora?

The careful records of many years
ave fixed in history the frequency

of the aurora. Itf.was by this means
f comparison that the opinion was

reached as to sun-spo- ts and their
influence on the phenomenon. As a
general rule it was found that years,
or periods of years, in which large
nunabers of sun-spo- ts observed,
were the years of many auroras
roughly corresponding, in number to
the frequency of the sun-spot- s. Why
this should be even Professor Ein
stein probably would decline to an- -.

swer. But the rule had its excep
tions, also, for there were a few
ears noted when sun-spo- ts were fre

quent without inciting a similar fre
quency of auroral demonstrations.

standing that, somehow. Professor
Einstein's theory of per-

tains to the relation of the heavenly
bodies and their march across space

for. the Swiss savant asserts they
are outward bound for somewhere.
To us this seems an immaterial mat
ter. Our world will last full long
enough to round out our lives and)
the lives countless
or so we believe. Professor Einstein
himself bids us not to worry about
the theory of relativity its con-

clusions that eternity, as expressed
In the finite comprehensions of time
and space, is not limitless as we
suppose. But when we perceive that
a torrid storm on the flaming sun,
for so they explain the sun-spot- s,

mnro than 92.000.000 miles distant.
more the countless millions of Asia may kindle the mysterious and play

and

and

ful aurora over the roof the world,
realize that it is entirely perti

nent for theorists to seek more
knowledge of the relationship, as a
harmonious whole, of suns, and
worlds and dead and dying planets.
Fancy a telegraphic message from
Portland to Bend, let us say, being
delayed or garbled an original
cause so far, so very far, away.

We continually confront mys-
teries nature the inscrutable.
At times we harness them to our
work, but we never approach under-
standing. The veil is yet between
us and omnipotence, "lest we should
hear too clear, too clear, and unto
blindness see," Alore than four cen- -

turies ago Columbus kept from his posing sa-lt- s of uranium to sunlight,
sailors the startling fact that the afterward testing In a dark room the
compass varied and did not point to effect of possible penetrating radi-
the true north. He could not un
derstand. Nor can we understand
Just why the magnetic pole has its
moving days though we have
learned to remedy the deviation.
This fact, like the inexplicable au
rora, is a fine deterrent to finite
conceit.
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Answers In tomorrow's notes.

Answers to Previous
1. If snakes dq not swallow

young, why are adult snakes often
full of little snakes?

this question.-- In has
come from many quarters. The ex

is that while some
are or in habit.

viviparous, that is, the
bring forth live young-- . The spec!
mens killed were vlvlparou

which have

Is the fruit of the orang
or heclge tree edible? Any

The osage orange, maclura porn I

fera, is listed with
toth for leaves and fruit. th
thorns cause inflammation where
scratches are received. The wood is
tough and useful, as lumber fo
wagons, fence posts, etc, and
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la really
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Some experiments in this line have
been tried, but with less for
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birds belong) than with quails.
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tor.)

day. which was neither funny nor
amusing, only . ridiculous, and after
witnessing it came to the same con
elusion as "Common Sense" that my
intelligence was being challenged.

Most people ln Portland go to the
movie for a little relaxation. They do
not want to know about the Imag
inary troubles of the "movies." They
have enough trouble, of tbelr own.
Give u. wholesome amusement and
forget blue Sunday.

SEMI -- INTELLIGENT.

Portland Charms Visitors.
PORTLAND, May 20. (To the Edi

tor.) rA. a visitor to Portland the
past month I desire to express the
pleasant and agreeable surprise all
the points of Interest ln this wonder
ful city have been to us. Traveling
ln a car, my husband., who is a com-
mercial man. and I have come west
from our home ln Chicago since last
May. We entered the northwest
through Montana and have spent con-

siderable time in the larger towns,
we like Portland best of all. After
two years of traveling it 1. not at all
difficult to decide that this city would
be just about right for u. to settle
down in. We are leaving for San
Francisco Monday but we shall not
forget Portland. We expect to see
your wonderful Rose Festival parade
on the movie screen. But 1925 and
the fair will find us here along with
a few hundred more we shall ask to
oome. MRS. CHARLES L. HALL.

Job aa Hunter and Trapper.
ARAGO, Or.. May 18. (To tha Edi

tor.) I desire a position with th
government to trap and hunt. PJeasa
tell me how to get ln communication
with party that ha. charge of this.

JOHN LA31'M.

Write to 'Stanley Jewett, United
States biological survey, Postofflce
building. Portland. Or.

with in color.

More Truth Than Poetry.

By Janes J. Mootasse.

THE TOLL ROAD.
On the road to Drow.ytown, tna

shadow, loom ahead
Toward where the dying twilight

Slows with fading gold and red.
And tiny creature, of tha wood psep

out between ths tree.
And listen to the slumber ions, of

little droning bees. '
And when one travels on that road,

the trouble, of the day
Dissolve among the purple mists and

vanish quite" away.

Beside the road to Drowaytown ars
clear and crystal stream.

That tumble down the rork hill, to
find the Lake o' Dreams

The Lake o' Dream, that .you can find
if you will follow on

And .nil away In .liver boats, unt'l
the break of dawn.

And not a worry ln the world, and
not a slnele care

Can overtake a little child who goes
mere.

Down the road to Drow.ytown the lit- -
tie cnnaren so.

Rank on rank and file on file, and
row on marchinir row:

They start away at eight o'clock, andanyway bv nlna
They ought to reach tho shadow of

tne magic mountain nlna.
And climb among it. .friendly limbs,

and look away and sea
The lovely land of By and By ths

urn. tnat . going to be.

So take the road to Drowaytown, and,
tnougn it. snininr skies

Will alway. Mem still far away be--
tore your ouestinr evea

Toull listen to the singing been, and
near the ntsrht birds! call.

And never even care to gat to Drowsy.
town at all.

I wish that I could go along, but only
stainless souls.

Like those of little girl, and boys, caa
ever pay the tolls.ess

We Mlsat nave Let Ens' Alone.
It look, as If we pacified Mexico

only to discover that her oil had all
rud out. as

Aa to Percentage.
It is a S per cent ImmlKratlnw law.

but It ought to admit only 100 per
cent Americans. as

Well art All nark.
It won't be lonp; before the Colom

bian gentleman who got that $25,000.- -
00 Indemnity will b coming up to

New York to spend It.
(Copyright. 1921. by the Bell Syndi

cate, Inc.)

In Other Dart.

Twralr-flr- e Years Ass.
From The Orrjonlan of May 31. lsx.
About 36.000 head of sheep are col

lected around Huntington awaiting
the commencement of the shearing
season.

A complete set of the dozen new
Greek postage stamps, Issued on oc-

casion- of tha revival ot the Olympic
games, are on display in the city.
Owing to the present enthusiasm ot
tamp collectors, governments can la- -

sue a new style stamp ana ouisin
finance, galore from the sale thereof.

After five year, spent ln develop.
ment work, the Ancnor uoai rom-- .
any', mines near Kelso are ready to

produce coal in large quantities.

The only bicycle road map prepared
for this vicinity has. been published
by two local wheelmen.

ALU VOI.AT PROIHI!.
She flies with her own wings," brav.

Oregon,
In fearles. freedom ana m.jesuo

mlKht:
With waving plumage pennant, for

the r irht
She keep, courageous cour.e toward

the tun.
en now, fair .hlning laurels aha

haa won
By honor and by Justice In the fight;
But clear, so keen, I. her

eight.
More garland, will .he gain e'er

flight Is done.
Begat by vision and brought forth by

. will.
Through struggle came this one of

noble birth.
Her ancestry with purpose her he.rt

fill.,
Restraining her to wisdom and to

truth. ,
She sings a song of lofty hope to still
The restless, clamorous soul, of striv-

ing earth.
NOItMA PAX1EL A R A NT.

Cruise With the Speed Boats
of the Willamette

KnAPrl nn land and speed on air. s they'll tell you at the motor- -

boat club, are tame by comparison with speed on the water such

speed as motorboat racing offers its enthusiasts. And old Mother
Willamette, bumbling along through Portland, nas witnessed noi, a
fw onic contests. White water roaring in their wakes, keel, nuea
almost from the surface of the river, the speed boats of I'ortland
have time and again set new records for the coast. They will

defend the Rose Festival trophy next month, when certain swift
craft from California attempt to bear it away. Read De Witt
Harry's story of motorboating, told in the Sunday magazine section,

illustrations

Did Yon Ever See Family Portraits Like Those? Like wot? do
we hear you say Well, for instance, like those paintings the psycho-

analysis artists are making of sounds, and music, and debutantes,
and crown princes, and such. Perhaps you're not up on impression-

istic art. There's no harm in taking a peek at some of it, and the
Sunday magazine section will introduce you to this unusual demon-

stration of the unconventional. Spiritually you may resemble a
stewed turnip, or a plate of hash. A psycho-analytic- portrait of
the Prince of Wales depicts his royal highness as a garnished blob

with a grin. It behooves us to keep pace with culture, so we ought
to spare ten minutes for W. B. Seabrook's special feature. Illus-

trated. .

The Other Shore. John Fleming Wilson's stories of Ihc sea, al-

ways well told, are of especial interest to Portland readers because
J. F. W. once tarried a time here as a newspaperman. It is gen-

erally conceded that his desertion of the fourth estate was a fine
thing for American literature. In the Sunday issue the Sunday
editor presents Mr. Wilson's latest shorts story of the sea a tersely
told narrative that has spray in it, and the wind in the rigging,.and
all that sort of color. Turn to the magazine section, page .7.

Baker Estate Mirage of Gold. Every third Baker in "America,
where the family name is common, dreamed dreams of the great
Baker estate in Philadelphia. These burst as golden bubbles, but
they were great while they lasted for mirrored in them was the
title to the very heart of the Quaker city. Charles W. Duke, in the
big Sunday issue, has written a comprehensive statement of the
Baker state hoax a story that cannot fail to be of interest to the
Jonses and other folks, as well.

Introducing Postmaster Will Hays. Continuing his discussions
of cabinet members, William Atherton DuPuy has provided The
Sunday Oregonian with a life sketch or a sketch from life of that
genial fellow who is first postmaster of America, and who certainly
looks as though, in moments of merry relaxation, he could wiggle
his ears to the admiration of all. Mr. DuPuy does not discuss this
with us, but he does afford a complete introduction to the postmaster-ge-

neral, reciting some of the factors which have contributed to
his success. . .

All the News-- of All the World
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