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IGNORANCE OF THE EDUCATED,
Among thoss literary lances of
Europe, knighted by popular ap-
groval, who have sought American
shores to edify and [nstruct this
considerable portion of thelr readers,
f* that pgifted essayist and merry
Jongleur, Glibert K. Chesterton.
month or so ago it was the surpris-
ing Spaniard, BElasco lbanez. Con-
Iy they come, and it is mani-
gfestly worth their time to cultivare
a public more than inclined to buy
thelr books and lectures. Europe,
we may hazard, is far too occupied
with holding its hounds In leash,
trafficking In boundaries, and pass-
ing the spurious coin of secret
diplomacy, to afford a ready pjzlron-
age of the fine arts

The prodigious Chesterton, large
in flesh and spirit, makes particular
appeal to us About him there
gathers not a whit of the gloomy
romance that set V. B. Ibanez apart
from the common herd, while he
delgned to take our dollars. In-
stead he Is the relncarnation of some
fat cold friar, worldly-wise and tol-
erant of #dinners, who has a fine
appetite for capons and carp and,
withal, the triune gift of tune, phil-
orophy and mirth. It appears that
thera may be something to learn
from such a man, lessons that are
not foggy with mysticism and that
need no seer to read them. In most
happy veln ha is, so eastern reporis
reach us, treating at present of the
“Ignorance of the Educated.”

“Ours is the ignorance,” Mr, Ches-
terton Ix quoted as saying, “‘that .5
not content with Its ignorance, but
must fill up the blanks in our knowl-
edge with fancles and falsehoods"™

In other words, his logic Is that
when we encounter an hiatus in
the sum, we throw in an unknown
quantity of conjecturs, ecall it fact
and proceed as though the premise
were no longer debatable but firmiy
established. This is surely a pet
folly of those untrammeled thinkers
who volunteer to do our thinking
for ua, and it has led and will lead
to very great confusion. But it does
not comprise the chief fault of the
educated ignorance of America, Mr.
Chesterton eould not have been ex-
pected to know this friendly nation
&8 Its citizens do, when even the mast
enlightened of these—by thelr own
superior standards—are no nearer
than the moon to the facts,

The ignorance of the educated, In
America, at least, is chlefly mani-
fest through an almost total lack
of contact with the man with the
market basket. Introductions have
nct baen made, and despite our as-
sertion of democracy the fact is that
a widening rift, not necessarily hos-
tile, appears between thosa to whom
life has been lenient and those who
bear the old burdens of actual toil.
Thus it ls that many mistaken en-
thusiasta rushing forth to grapple
with the economie prohlems of tha
day, are in no sanse champlons of
the people but Sanchos following a
doddering paladin. They tilt at
windmills, profoundly convinced that
giants are siricken down at every
thrust.

Perhaps the plainest path to an
fllustration of this commendable but
mistaken emprise lies toward that
excellent weakly, the Saturday
Evening Fost. Undenlably it has
the Interesis of America at heart,
and would speak for all, yet a cer-
tain type of personal experience
story in which it speclalizes misses
the average citizen by miles. Thesa
entertaining narratives deal with
men and families who, It is appar-
ently the bellef of their authors,
typify the intermediate zone In our
national cohesion. Thoy were writ-
ten by educated men, and would af-
ford material for tha broadering of
Mr. Chesterton's theme.

The typleal plot of these true-story
sketches deals with famlilies of con-
siderable income, anywhere from
$8000 to $20.000 a year, and relates
thelr strenuous and gallant accept-
ance of the economic challenge.
Fuced by the need for readjustment,
a8 avery American family is faced,
they dispense with all save one little
six-cylinder car, give up their choice
apartments or thelr cily resldence,
dischar all but one or two faithful
retalners, and courageously brave a
suburban existence In some modest
nine.room cottage forly long min-
utes from town. Theére the male of
the species has adventures with
radishes and early potatoes, and the
good wilfe learns to mix an Irish
stew, and the bank balance mounts
hopefully, and, in time, old friends
in golfing togs drift out to the exiles
mnd rriase and moon and exclaim
over their valinnt enterprise and de-
clde o go and emulate them. It
should be added that In every in-
stance, these sacrifices are made
poayidble only by renouncing mems-
bership in the most exclusive clubs,
and gwing up wholesila entertain-
ment of one's dearest and most ex-
pensive playmates,

It ia respecifully submilted that
these are not veraclous accounts of
the great American strugsle to make
ends meet and lay by a college fund
for the children. Tc the usual wage
earner or professional man the most
bapless plight of thess characters
i= enviahle. He percelves no hard-
ship in the slints they set theme
selves, everyday matiers to him, and
kis comment i3 that if such as these
represent average America, then the
avernge American is as squashy as
an over-ripe tomato.

The endeacy to over-estimate the
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resources and privileges of the aver- | of stern justice, by which the crimi-

age American is not found In mags-
zine fiction alone. It is common to
the talk of the successful and to the
ambitious appraisal of the climber,
and It constitutes a charge of ignor-
snce agalnst those who should know
better—a great deal better. The
average American of today Is, re-
latively speaking, the average Amerl-
can of yesterday, and in the wisdom
of providence he will be much the
same tomorrow. A trifle more pros-
perous, perhaps, ficding it a litile
casier to wrest a living from the
world, but always the sound and
reliable backbone of our natlonal
life. His club is the home, or a
traternal organlzation. He grips a
strap In the streetear or steers an
zcuto that needs overhauling. But
when folk. educated ones, deplct
him as one of fortune's misused
favorites they are hitting wide of
the mark.

One of the greatest favors that
Mr. Chesterton coulyl bestow, upon
his American audiences, in tilting
at the ignorance of tha educated,
would be correction of the common
literary' error that the s&average
American belongs to a country club.

TAKE IT TO THE PFEOFPLE,

The plan of the civic clubs to hold
down taxes for the next three years
gounds Interesting. It is proposed
to make an appgal to the wvarious
tax-levying bodies to pledge them-
selves to permit no further advances.

It is o modest enough request, yet
the public will recall that a storm
of protest arose from the city hall
and the courthouse when the legis-
lature proposed a limitation upon
them, and others like them, to which
the sky was the limit. But the tax-
commission Is now a
fact: and it may be hoped that the
city hall and the courthouse are in
a2 mo=e docile humor. After all
there {s nothing unreasonable about
the demand that taxes bs not in-
creased.

1t may be well to remind the civie
organizations that the city hall and
the courthouse do not contain all
the tax-levying Institutions of the
county. There Is the sovereign peo-
ple. Why not approach them?

For example: Levies of taxes due
to legislative appropriations in 1918
were $3,.202,685; in 1920, $3,594,847.
Small increase.

Levies of taxes voted by the people
in 1010 were $1,178,623; In 1820,
$6,008,258. Some increase.

If the people will not agree to
hold down taxes, how are they to be
Leld down?

PAYING-UP TIME.

A peculiar set of circumstances at-
tends the proposed recall of Gover-
nor Hart of Washington. It 1s pro-
posed that the governor be recalled
because he ndvocated and approved
the poll tax. The poll tax was
adopted because general property
taxation had become unduly burden-
some. If theé governor shall be re-
called the poll tax wiil still stand.
To the load of now excessive taxa-
tton will be added probably $200,000
for the expenses of the recall elee-
tion.

It scems that the recall has two
functions. Ope of them Is the get-
ting rid of grossly inefficient or dis-
honest officials, the other is the
gratifieation of resentment because
the officer's purely adminlstrative
policies, honestly conceived, do not
please the recallers. The Iatter was
never the Intended function of the
recall but in numerous instances of
its application it has done that and
nothing more.

But 7probably the Washington
movement Is no more than a fiurry,
It s a big task “to obtain 100,000
signatures to petitions, and the is-
sue, although the peoll tax in prin-
eiple Is generally objectionahle, will
not withstand close analysis. The
property owner in Seattle now pays
$4 in taxes to the Portland property
owner's $3. Here wo groan and
protest over high taxes, creste tax
supervision commissions and other
commissions to discover new reve-
nues that will relieve the taxpayer.
In both states a considerable portion
of high taxation has been Imposed
by direct vote of the people. Ap-
parently the public has assumed that
tax sources are inexhaustible. If the
people of Washington are wise they
will admit their mistake—admit dis-
covery that ability to pay taxes on
renl property has a llmit. It will not
help any to spend more public money
to punish the one whose sole offense
was that he drove the lesson home
in a painful but nevertheless effec-

Live Way.

STILL TEUE TO THEIR FRINCIFLES,

In an effort to explain Fresident
Wilson's fallure to hold his own with
the allies at Paris and to secure
ratiflcation of his treaty at Washing-
ton the London Nation says:

The storm of war passion which selzed
the Amerfean people would In any case
have robbed Mr. Wilson of any sirong
popular support for his healing principles
and hkave thrown him on his own te-
sources nt Parinn America has no right to
uphraid Eurape for the bad peaces. Amer-
len. under wny other representative than!
Wilson, was eager [or a peace of revenge.

S0 far as the phrase “heallng
principles” rafers to a league or
association of nations to preserve
peace and promote disarmament, the
American people were not robbed of
them by *the storm of war passion.”
Thkes experience of the war extended
and solidified sentiment in favor of |
a league, NMr. Wilson attempted to
capltalize that sentiment by making
the league, as his particular handi-
work, precede or accompany the
peace treaty. The difference of
opinion between him and his oppo-
pents was on that point and on the
form that the league should take.
The round robin of the republican
senators declared for a league, but
urged that it be formed after peace
was made. The criticism then made
on Mr. Wilson's policy was that, in
order to secure Inclusion of the cove-
nant In the treaty, he =acrificed the
independent position from which he
might have blocked the efforts of
the allles to include some conditions
that were unjust. Notwithstanding
these blemishes, however, the treaty
of Versailles Is not on the whols “a
tad peace,” though it would have
besn better if Mr. Wilson had not
thrown away the opportunity to
dominate the conference.

America was not “eager for a
peace of revenge.” By using that
phrase the Nation has unwittingly
lent itself to the purposes of Ger-
man propaganda. It is the custom
of criminals when brought to justice
to disparage the law by calling lts
penalties revenge. In calling the
trealy of Versailles “a peace of re-
venge'" the criminal natiou, Ger-
many, follows that custom. It is a
device to avold confession of guilt

The Amerlcan people wanted a peace

| nal nation ehould be deprived of all

the territory it had stolem and all
the loot it had taken and should re-
pair all the injury it had done to
the limit of its abllity, without whin-
ing about revenge and slavery.
The American people still cling
to the desire for a peace of justice,
by which the guilty shall not escape,
and for a league which they can
join without misglving as to the
obligations that It imposes

A SURFEIT OF EEGULATION.

The regulations with which the
waterpower commission has tled up
development are an outgrowth of
that steady extension of federal con-
trol which has prevailed during the
last two decades, especially the last
eight years. The™ one thought in

i the official mind has been to reach

the government arm farther out to
cover more business and more de-
tails of Lbusiness, so that no man
might move without consent of some
bureau, and =o that there would
Be a corps of officials inspecting,
regulating and supervising all a
man's activities.

The features of the waterpower
business that the former fYederal
commission proposed to regulate are
alrendy regulated by the states, and
the Intent of the law is that state
regulation should be acceptad as
sufficlent. Some Information may
be required by the government as a
guide in fixing values, depreciation
and rentals, but the stats methods
of accounting ecan probably be re-
vised to satisfy the government's
needs without having the work done
agaln at Washington. Ths one fact
which the former commission would
not see is that every requirement
which adds to the exponse and risk
of the enterprise adds to the cost of
power to the user, though they pro-
fessed to act in the publlic Interast

Fortunately the commission is now
composed—of men, in the persons
of Secretaries Weeks, Fall and Wal-
lace, who will take' a rational view
of tha subject and will not waste
weeks In bhearings and deliberations.
The tims for preliminaries is past
The west wants action.

NOT WORTH THE RISE.

The question whether tha United
States should make & trade agree-
ment witk the soviet government of
Russia resolves itself into this:
Should a business man deal with
one who openly avows that he will
not be bound by any contract that
he deems it expedlent to break and
that he will do his utmost to destroy
the other man's business by the foul,
underhand means of Intrigue and
revolutionary consplracy? Those are
the prineciples of action toward other
countries upon which the soviet
has acted.

It i= said that the soviet has re-
nounrced its plan of world-revolution
together with some of the principles
of communism, ‘as evidenced by the
statement in its invitation to nego-
tinte trade relations that *the soviet
povernment has not the intention of
intervening in the Internal affairs
of America.” That is a most decep-
tive assurance. The soviet govern-
ment is the communist party, which
& the third international, which con-
duets world-wide revolutionary
propaganda with funds supplied by
the sowle: republic. It matters not
that the effort to overthrow this re-
public is made by the men compos-
ing the sdviet government under an-
other name. Havipg absolute power
over every person in Russia, except
‘n those areas that from time to time
are In revolt, even to depriving them
of food and compelling them to
work for it, the soviet has power to
prevent the activities of the third
international and must be held re-
sponsible for the acts of that body.
The dictatorship of which it boasts
fixes upon It rerponsibility for all
that Is done by anybody In Russia.

Treaties made by soviet Russia,
with other countries are cited as
good precedents to follow, on the
presumption that they are observed
and prove that the soviet observes
its obligations, The treaty with Po-
land was forced by military defeat,
and those with the Baltic states were
prompted by expediency, and all are
observed with more or less fidelity
for the same reasons, The references
made in & Moscow dispatch to other
treaties are an example of bolshe-
vist cynleism. Revolutionary Turkey
is jndeed a “natural ally,” for Mus-
tupha Kemal has made massacre a

regular military practice and shows|

contempt for his agreemepts.” The
government of Bokhara was over-
thrown by a bolshevist army and a
red government was set up by bol-
shevist agents, with whom the treaty
was made. Persia was freed from
further invasion as an inducement to
Britaln to make a bargain. he best
tost of the soviet's regard for treatles
iz Its conduct toward Azerbaijan,
Georgia and Armenia. .Its rule of
conduct is expediency, and it often
makes treaties in order more com-
pletely to decelve.

Hecretary of State Frughes is taken
to task by the New York World for
saying that convinecing evidence of
“doe regdrd for the protection of
persons and property and the estab-
I'shment of conditlons essential Lo
the maintanance of commerce” must
be the basis for considering trade
relations. The World says that “it
is no concern of ours what kind of
government the Russian people tol-
grate or what Its attitude may be
toward property rights” Our con-
cern with the Kind of government
that the Russian people tolerate be-
gins with its attitude toward per-
sonal and property rights if we trade
with Russia, for the good and suf-
ticlent reason that trade takes Amer-
leans to Russia and brings into ex-
istence American property rights
there. If the government of Russia
denies rights which Americans hold
to be fundamental and violates or
refuses to enforce contracts which
Americans have made with it or its
citizens, the government of the
United States would shamefully de-
lude its own peopla by encouraging
Americans to trade in the expecta-
tlon that those rights would be re-
spected. The only safe, straight-
forward course is that taken by
ex-Secratary Colby, to Inform our
people of the conditions under which
business can be done with Russia
and then to let them do business at

4 their own risk.

Lenin's recent speeches which led
the soviet to restore the right of pri-
vate trading and of capital In pri-
vate enterprise have been consirued
by some as renunciation of com-
munism, but his fanatic adherencas
to his doctrines— severest critics
tear witness to his sincerity—im-
plies that rather he Is moved by
temporary expediency, indeed by dire
pecessity. He confesses that the
world revolution which was to have
saved bolshevism will come slowly

and that the soviet must save bol-
shevism In Russiza by making tem-
porary concessions to capitalism.
Against him are all those whoss
power depends on doling out rations
and on confiscation of food from
speculators to be sold by commissars
at great profit, Sxperience alone
can prove whether these men will
abandon their practices and permit
forelgners to trade in security. -

Britaln is willing to make the ex-
poariment, and Premier Lioyd George
credits Lenin's conversion. In de-
fense 'of his trade agreement ha
urges the necessity of opening the
resources of Russia to the world
and the survival of bolshevist rule in
spite of frequent predictions of its
downfall. But motives whish are
controllinz with Britain do not exist
for the United States. The British
emplre {5 pxposed at many polnts to
the sort of attack that bolshevism
makes, especlally in its great Mo-
hammedan population when it is the
chief party to dismemberment of
Turkey and to humiliation of the
Caliph, tte religious head of Islam.
Red propaganda causes insurrection
and may cause revolution, which
means more military expenditure
when the British taxpayer Is groan-
ing. Every move against the soviet,
no matter how clearly justified by
attack, Is denounced by the labor
party as an attempt-{o destroy “the
only working man's republic" and
causes threats of a general strike.
Faced by severe depression of trade,
the PBritish manufacturers want to
open trade with Russia on the bare
chance that they may be able to do
some businesa, In exchange for the
prestige of de facto recognition and
for such benefit as Russin may de-
rive from trade, the soviet gives the
very fragile promlise to stop propa-
ganda in Asla and not to attempt
it in Britain,

The United States has no Asiatic
empire to stir to revolt and has no
pro-bolshevist labor party of conse-
quence to concilinte. Its trade with
Russia never attained any magnitude
and, in the absence of Russian goods
to fmport, exports cannot be heavy.
Much gold has already been exported
from Russin, and the latest infor-
mation §s that the soviet has only
176,000,000 gold rubles left, or
about half that mumber of dollara
The trade of Russia under soviet
rule cannot become extonsive; its
revival can only follow establishment
of government that protects Indi-
vidual rights, sets the people free to
work and trade for their own profit
and lives up to the principles that
govern international relations. If a
test |s necessary, let Britain make it.
For the United States so little is to
be gained that it is not worth the
risk.

Word that Neuf and Zimmer, the
courageous Americans who attempt-
ed to arrest and return Grover C.
Bergdoll, arch-slacker, have been
released by the German authorities,
“pending good behavior,” is pleasing
to patriotic ears. Whatever diplo-
matle usages they may have dis-
regarded, the Ameriean public was
with them and their further deten-
tion could not have been tolernted.
But Bergdoll Is still in Germany, de-
fiant and unrebuked, and it behooves
the war department to see that the
next event of the series ls his sur-
render as an American criminal
Teachnically, this nation Is still at war
with Germany. While those who
are versed In international etiquette
solemnly discuss the matter, the
Rooseveltian prineiple of “go and
do it should be applied. It is a
small matter beside the demands our
allles have made, this surrender of
a contemptible slacker—and it is
the only instance in which the self-
interest of the United Siates is ap-
parent. “We will get Bergdoll, if It
is humarly possible,” Is the assur-
ance credited to Secretary of War
Weeks. Why the qualification?

Because President Harding has
given his support to the bankers'
consortium for China, some demo-
crats boast that he has adopted one
of President Wilson's policies. The
faet is that the present poliey wuas
originally et in motion by President
Taft and a consortium was belng

formed when hils term ended. Mr.
Wilson refused support and the
scheme fell through. During the

war he found that united financinl
ald was the only way to save China
from falling entirely into the clutch
of Japan and he revived the consor-
tium scheme—one of his few admis-
sglons that he had made a mistake.
In fact Mr. Harding 1» continuing
a republican policy after it had been
cast aside, then taken up again by
a democratic president.

A Syrian who, of course, does not
read the papers, though he keeps a
little clgar store in the north end,
was done out of $1700 by the box
trick. Education is costly to the
foreigner, That sum, by the way, is
more than most keepers of “little
cigar stores” have on hand.

The problem of sex has got into
the fig business in California and
the male trees are to be restrained.
This Is the latest addition to popular
knowledge. By and by we all will
have learned so much we must go
about on crutches,

If South Dakota changes her
rame to Roosevelt, the other would
better change to Pembina, as was
suggested for the whole territory
more than forty years ago, and wipe
out the later-day disgrace,

Fifty men took the civil service
examination for playground Instruc-
tor; but the man with stumpage has
not reported on the number applying
for jobs.

Canada is feeling the need of
population. T.et her Import a mil-
llon girle of marringeable age from
the Britisa lsles and the needed men
will follow from everywhere.

Some men die In church and some
die at a boxing match, while most
die at home. The place of arrival
Is of more concern than the point
of departure, :

—

Belshazzar was not a public
atility, but he started the fashion of
learning the writing on the wall,

The man who takes a 28.pound
chinook with light tackle has right
to be “red-headed.”

The boxing commission & over-
looking some good material around
the city hall.

The local gas company sees the
commission and goes it one betier,

> "April showers bring May flowers”
ran the old line,

The Listening. Post:

Those Who Come and Go.

Mysteries, Lover's Tr¥ats, Deapalr
and Tragedy Found on Street.

14 EN: Atnt vrursqnare eedud
Hushotutelul Rursquarecomum
—30. Joe™

Deep stuff, evidently {n complicated
code, Gen's and Joe's |dentity a mys-
tery., The above cryptic message may
mask deep villainy or merely be an
Innocent flirtation. It was culled at
random from the appolntment hook
at Lipman Wolfs & Co.'s Fifth streect
door, where shoppers make thelr
dates.

As The Scout was examining the
volume a worrfed-looking man rushed
In, grabbed the book, ruffled the
pages, ran his fingers through his
hair, exclaimed “Missed her aguin, the
whole duy logt!" and hurried out.

This dogs-eared and battered vol-
ume fills a unique niche In Portland's
life. 1Its use Is wvarled. Messages
tender, commanding, despalring and
beseaching crowd its pages. Comedy,
tragedy and melodrama figure there
50 all may read. ¢ r

What could bes more tragie than
Joe's stuff, possibly the same Joe
noted above, who writes to Geneva.
“Geneva: Be sure and leave me o
note as soon as you get in town.
Joe “Geneva: Hurry up, honey,
am in a hurry, Joe™ “Geneva: Have
gone to Third and Morrigon, Joe'”
Geneva Is evidently just coming to
the city; Joe, wild with antleipation.
How anxlous he ls; possibly they have
been separated for woeks “Leoave me
a note.” He returns, no note, then
lterally begs, “Hurry up, honey,” and
then, hours after, the despair and
desperation In that final message,
“Gone to Third and Morrison."” What
did Joa do at Third and Morrison?
Did Geneva ever get to town? It's
tarrible, ;

And the pathos of this, evidently a
mother and daughter separated. “Jen:
Am In Jaces. Mother.” “Mother:
Couldn't walt any longer. Jen.” “Jen:
Meet me at OWK tin. Mother”
“Mother. Must have missed you, back
so0n. Jen.™ “Jon: Upstairs in
drapery. Mother.” *“Mother: Had to
g0. Jen'"” Analyze this. Where Is
mother now? Has Jen caught her
yet? What is the meaning of "OWK
tin”? Here lurk the possibilities of
another mystery.

Or this, no name at top or bottom;
romnnce here, all right, and you can
bet they knew: “You poor 1l' girl,
I also om waiting. I am not denf
and dumb, so speak It to me"™ And
the contrast, all illuslon gone, even

though he does eall her Blrdle:
“Blrdie: Walt, have gone to pget
shaved. Chas” And Helena, who
tells Ruth In execrable French.

“J'allex chez mol"” And Emma, who

oevidontly writes that she ls looking
at the boys thus: *“Am looking at
ivory."™

This must come to an end, so Mabhs
gets the last notice by her request
for informatlon about Gladness: "“Call
up Tabor 3412."

- L .

A loose-leaf bookkeeplnzg systom
that uses the feathers on a hen's
hgck for records has been perfected
by N. M. Baln, an Oak Grove poultry-
man. For years chicken ralsers have
been trying to devise a ByStem that
womdd permit their culling drone hens
from thelr [locks,

Bain's |dea Is & super-trap nest
Mrs, Hen enters to lay and is trapped
until the falling egg releases the
door so that she can leave. As ahe
goes out & little brush working on
n trigger leaves a dot of marking
[luid on her back feathers. If Mra,
Hen tries to fool the farmer by golng
in the nest and not laying her finlsh
la sad, for she Is trapped untll the
¢gg relenses hor. None coming, she
stays cooped up until releascd,

Bain calls attentlon to the fact that
a farmer can tell at a glance just
how his birds are doing, by Lhe num-
ber of marks on thelr backs. By
changing the color of the marking
fiuid, it Is possible to make an accu-
rate check by weekly or other periods,
and furthoer eareful choice of colors
should result In an artistic effect
when placed In contrast with the nat-
ural shade of the feathers.

. - L

Pogts and noticers In general are
noting signs of spring. This week
FPortland was deluged with shirts from
avery conceivable angle, Straow hata
do not seem s0 far away with dayvs
like the last few becoming a habit
Out in the parks the gardeners he-
gan the harvest of the annual news-
paper crop, Commuters are carrying
home Liny chicks to start the home
flocks: Clothes are agaln out on the
lines, Moving wvans have been no-
ticed in action. A woman was seen
drying ber hair as sho sat reading on
a fira escape. Tha first street base-
ball practice has resulted in its toll
of broken windows, but the real slgn
of old I8 abscnt, “Bock Beer."

- . L]

Tom Tilly wouches for this one:
Four Fords, none of which needed a
horn, followed a street car on the
Hawthorne bridge. The car stopped
suddenly, the first Ford pulled up
and number two smashed Into it and
bounced back. Number three stopped
dead and the rear member of the
quartet rammead iU, driving it forward
once more so that it hit number two
and knocked number two Into the

leader, tesult, total eliminatlon of
head and tall lights,
L] L ] a

Tales of garters with tiny bells,
evidently designed to draw the gaze
when other means fall, persist in
cropping up. One Portland man in-
sists that he heard the falry-llke,
silver tinkle and actually saw one
cute little bell. This I# the first score
to date, though there are others anx-
lous to get In the game. A suggestion
was put forth that cowbells might
gserve when other means fail

- L -

The mystery of the late erowds that
attend tha all-night movies was par-
tially solved when a young ¢couple
hemebound at 1 A. M, conlessed that
they fregquently took @ nap in the
early 'evening, as they were tired
after thelr dsy’'s work, and went to
the show about midnight, taking their
secand Instaliment of sleep in the
early moraning. THE SCOUT.

Difference Is in “Licking.”
Baptist Boys and Girls
Visitor (comforting Tommy, who
hag up=et a bottle of Ink on the new
earpet)—Never mind, my boy; no use

to cry over egpliled milk.

Tommy (indignantly}—Any dunce
would know that, If It's milk thal's
spllled all you have to do is to call
the eat an' she'll ek it up cleanern
anything. But this ain't milk, an'
mother'll do fhe lickin', is what ails

me.
4

Astoria is proud of its dock facili-
tios, which have been proclaimed by
engineers as second to none on the
Pacific coast. B. F. Stone, president
of the port of Astoria, who hus been
largely Instrumental ln the construc-
tion of the terminals, Is assured of
the port's future. *We have built for
the future” spid Mr, Stone at the
Multnomah, *and I am certain that
the Columbia river shipping dlstrict
will eventually be the largest on the
const and we of Astorin have built to
take cara of that commerce. The
third unit of our pier system is com-
pleted, This pler runa 1850 feet Into
the bay and is bullt of plling and con-
crete upon a sand foundation. A cov-
ered concrete shed,al60 by 1500 fect
long, offers cargo protection and is so
constructed that it will last almost
indefinitely, Our facllities are ready
for all business when it comes”

Five hundred acres have been set
aslde at Seaview, Waeh,, for an auto-
mobile park and the land is being
cleared hy the people, each contribut-
ing & day's work., This Is the word
brought to Portland by Joe Knowles,
“mature man,” who is registered at
the Multnomah., A ferry, to cost
$35,000, is belng constructed in As-
toria and |s to transport machines
across the river from the Oregon to
the Washington shore., The people
on the North beach sre determined to
make a strong bld for the summer
visitor who rambles to the beach by
the gasoline route. Formerly the only
way to get from Portland to the
North beach points was by boat and,
owing to tides and the like, no one
ever knew when the destination
would be reached. By means of the
Columbia river highway, the ferry
and & folr rond on the Washington
shore, It is predicted that people can
go from Portland to Ilwaco in four
hours this summer,

“Business Is rotten and I shouldn't
be spending the money it costs me to
take tliis trip,” says M. L. Noll of
Kansas City, Mo,, who Is at the Ben-
san. Mr, Noll, of the Noll-Welty Lum-
ber company, is visiting David Cole,
western manager of the concern. The
Noll-Welty company has about 20
lumber yards scattered around the
middle west and drawsa {ta supplies
largely rom Oregon and other west-
tern lumber points. ‘There I8 prac-
tically no construection work going on
in the territory where the yurds are
located, which accounts for the some-
what pessimistic sentiments of Mr.
Noll. A new lumber rate takes effect
today, which, It s expected; will
cause an improvement in the market
and a large number of orders are
ready to be dispatched from western
points, having been comtracted on the
new reduced freight rate.

Captaln J. W. Siemans iz in Porl-
land on business and is at the lm-
perinl. Captain Slemans has a bank
at Klamath Falls which was ordered
closed-a few weeks ago, Unlike most
bunks, It refused to stay closed, and
opened up agaln under its own power.
This is sald to be the only Instance
of the kind in the state where a bank.
which suspended, has ever reopened.
Captain SBlemans, when deposits were
being withdrawn heavily, came to
Portland with enough securitles to
choke an elephant to arrange for
stemming the tide. That the bank
bas resumeod opegations Is & testl-
monlal to Captain Slemans, and when
the institution reopened there wans a
bigmer celebration in Klamath Falls
than when the armistice was signed,
and that Is gaying something.

The next big event te be staged In
Canyon City, Or, is the annual con-
vention of cattlemen, whiel
held next month, Canyon City wiil be
the mecca of all the leading cowmen
of Oregon and they will have one of
thelr yearly got-togethers, which
means they will discuss the condition

of the business for the past year and
figure out what the game wiil look
like In the ensuing seénson. There

will glso be the typleal cowboy break-
{asts, with chow direct from the grub
witgon, and the cattle bossea will
have to eat out of tin plates the
way they did when they were bucka-
rgoing. George B. Marsden of Can-
yon City Is at the Imperial.

Roads between Tacoma and Port-
land are In falr condition despite the
long and continued rains, report Mr.
and Mra. Thomas Danforth, whe ar-
rived at the Perkins yestoerday by
automoblle from FPuget sound. Thesy
wers accompanied by Miss Susan
Shepard. There 13 still a large
amount of work to be performed bhe-
fors the highway between Vancouver,
Wash.,, and Taeoma {8 finished, but
the road is not in such bad shape as it
was last sutumn.

Honeymooning at thes Muoltnomah
ara Mr. and Mrs. Victor Iverson. The
bride wae formerly Miss Anne Valse
of Renton, Wash. Mr. Iverson Is con-
nected with Wood & Iverson, oper-
ators of a sawmlill at Hobart, Wash,
This Is the first trip of Mra. Iverson
to Portlind and she says she prefers
the Rose City to cither California or
Washington cities.

Bringlng three orphan children
from Scotland, Miss Edith Wood reg-
l#tered at the Seward from Birming-

ham, England. Miss Wood I= taking
the children to Eugene, where they
will be reared. The youngsters havae

heen much impressed by the size of
the Atlantle ocean and alse by the
vastness of the United States.

The Rev, Alexander Blackburn s
registered at the Seward from Bos-
ton, Aass. Mr, Blackburn was for-
merly a minister in this city, having
been succeeded In his pastorate by
the Rev, J. Whitecomb Brougher. Mr,
Blackburn has been absent from
Portland for many years and [s re-
newing his acquaintance with the
Rose Clty.

Honry Scheufler, who bought ridge
and business property In Rockaway
last summer while passing his vaca-
tion at that resort, has gone to the
coast. The object of his mission Is
to supervise the construction of a
cottage which will be erected adja-
cent to tha postoffice.

will be right on the
Roosevelt highwayy when that road
is built. C. V. Woodruff of Lang-
lois, which is a dairy shipping point

Langlols

fn Curry county, Is among the Im-
perial arrivals. The dalry prodace
of the Langlels region Is now for-

warded to Bandon,

Mr. and Mra. Phlilip Twohy of
Phoenix, Ariz, are at the Benson, on
thelr way to Seattle, and James
Twohy of Seatlle Is at the EHotel
Portland on his way to Puget sound
from Callifornia, They are members
of the well-known famlly of con-
tractors,

A woman—{for no man would be so
earaless—left a round-trip reilroad
ticket to Chlcago and a berth ticket
in the writing-room of the Hotel
Portland yesterday afternoon. The
perfectly good ticket represents a
cash outlay of §175.

Julius Alm; who has been In Sllver-
ton almost since the time the town
was Incorporated in 1885, Iz regls-
tered at the Hote]l Oregon. Mr. Alm
|s {n the general merchandise busi-

nesa.

James E. Danaher of San Francisco
is at the Hotel Portland. Mr, Dana-
her |8 interested in the lumber In-
dustry.

A. A. Hall, one of Tilamook's al-J

torneys is at the Hotel Oregom

is to be|

| OREGON MINERALS INVITE STUDY

Mr., Lee Tells of Known Deponlts and
Rumors of Others,

PORTLAND, March 31—{(To the
Editor.)—The discovery of gallium by
Dr. Ben R. Koering In our sister state
of Nevada in the old mining district
of Lynn should stimulats geologleal
research In Oregon, known to be rich
In mineral resources. In fact near
FPortland is a fleld worthy of careful
and thorough prospecting,

At Oswego are deposits of brown
hamitite lron ore. Thirty years ago
the output of pigiron from the blast
furnace there was qulte considerable.
Stone for fluxing was not known to
be Bo near as it really i8. This con-
dition, coupled with the fact that In
Alabama &nd the Lake Superior coun-
try lron could be produced so cheaply,
taused ahandonment of the gnterpriss,
Similar formations extend southward
and tastward, Including the Mount
Scott district.

I have not visited the silica mine
of Oregon City, but am assured of {ta
belng quite extensive. There can
scarcely be a doubt that sllteo, irom
and the ochres exist Iin good quantl-
ties mear Portland. I chatted with a
Panneylvanian who was working on
one of the slopes of Mount Scott who
told me that he was fully cn&ﬂnc‘ml
that silica and lron existed there
George L. Rohrer, to the southward
about two miles, declares that both
are on his land,

Same years ago J. 8 Talboit, a
raliroad bulldes, myself and a fow
others, projected a local rallroad lne
from the nelghborhood of Mllwaukle
eastward to sectlon 28, township 1 8,
R. 2, While soliciting rights of way a
story was told mé of a mysterious
tunnel portheasterly from the Sunny-
slde postoffice, which had been bar-
ricaded and locked. I asked the pres-

ent owner of the land Willlam ¥P.
Mau, about it. He sald that two
prospectors had gone Into tha hill

and discovered a preclous metal. One
of them went on a spree. The other
closed the tunnel. It seems that they
deadlocked In a quarrel and went
elsewhore. The story current was that

they rfound gold The presence of
colors in the brook heading In Oak
Grove and emptying into Kellogg

creek would seem
in the vicinity.

On' the divida between Plaasant
valley and Happy valley Is a deposit
resemhbling the phosphates wé are
bringing from Idaho to be utilized in
the manufacture of fertilizer., Matal
of some kind In the h!ll, near Albert
_L)m:’.iarf!'n Is sufficlent violently to
qisturb the needle of the compase,

Certaln partlos have trled in valn
to get leases on sufficlent land in this
locality to Induce experimental boring
for petroleum. Thelr form of le
may be somewhat one sided. but an
agresmeant should bhe r--.n‘ln‘i 80 that
the plausible theories of thelr under-
gEround expert could be tested. 1f
suceessful thé enterprise would give
an impulsa to business never before
kpown in Oregon

Students of geology In Reed college
and the high schools eould spond &
part of the summer in outing and
pro eting which would be interest-
ing and practical.

The study of local geologlesl can-
ditlons Is most Interesting. The late
Willlam 8. Ladd told me that in boring
tho deep well, aver 2000 feet, on his
farm, now Laurelhurst, the drill went
through five different forests

J. D.
e
GRAIN SPECULATION 1S5 CERBED

to Indlcate gold

LEE,

Minnesota Forbids Deallng in Futures
and Opens Trade Boardws,

PORTLAND, March 31.—(To the
Editor.)—Oregon farmers will find a
Bood lesson In n bill Just signed by
the governor of Minnesota, which bo-
comes effective us lnw August 1. The
bill prohibits dealing In graln futures,

except legl mile bhedging in actunl
buying of graln. Graln gamblers who
have long played football with the

farmers' crops and the clty man's
¢an now say good-bye to M
but thelr departurs will
| to the state

Another blll slgned by the Minne-

o
nnesols,

no loss

b

falrer price for both.

Hoth these bills had the backing of
farmer organlzations and recel
large legislative majorities.

ures have passed the Misso legl
ture and will most likely recelv
governor's slgnature

More signlfloant still, & bill to open
the exchan in Ilinois Is aboutl te
be Introduced in that Thi
would open the groat
in Chlcagt to farmar n
practienlly destroy for goc
bling In the basic :oodsty

people, Such an event w d influ-
ence prices In Uregon and aver
thia country. Prices determined by
dealing on the board will then reflect
actusl market conditions of supply
and demiand, and actunl exchange of

for goods—the only honest

money
way of determining price.
L. T. BRYCE
Curreney and Gold Reserve.

FORT CANBY, Wash, March 30—
To the Editer: Can you tell me If
our currency is all backed by wold
dollar for dollar? 1 would llke to
know the amount of currency and

|so goll, If you can tell
il Z, TETLOW,

———
Fadaral reserve notes are backed by

a gold reserve of 40 per cent and
sommercial paper rediscounted by
fedoral reserve banks. The actual

amount of gold hehind them on March
15 was 60 per cent. Natlopal bank
potes are backed by Unlted States
bonds, fedarnl reserve bank notes by
United States and certificates of in-
debtedness, United States gold notes
by gold to the full amount. United
States notes commonly called greaens
backs are based on the general cn-.l.-"'l
of the United States. but in practice
are redeemed In gold on demand,
belng supported by the gold reserve
of $150,000,000. There was In circu-
latlon on July 1, 1220, currency
tha following amounta: Federal re-
serve hank notes, §201,226,000; United
States notes, §346,651,000; national
bank notes, $719,035,000; federal re-
serve notes, $3,405.877,000; total, $4.-
672,822,000, Gold In the treasury and
the banks totaled $2,687,513,000.

of

Negro Population In Caplial,

PEDER, Or., March 30s~(To the
Editor.)—Please print the negro pop-
ulation of Washington. I, C,, and alsa
state of Virginia SUBSCRIBER.

Thare were 30,841 nexgroes In Wash-
Ington, D. C, In 1810, and 671,008 In
Virginig. Figurea for 1920 are not
yet avallable.

Hule In “500."
VANCOUVER, Wash Mareh 30—
(To the Editor.)—To decids & contro-
versy, kindly Inform me If It Is neces-
sary to trump If you cannot follow
sult after n lead In the game of “500."
MRS Q. B, D.

& i mol obligatory to irump

sota governor compels the grain and
llvestock associntions to adn farm-
erg’ go-operatlve pssoclutions to mem-
bership. This law affects the Minne-
sota chamber of commerce (long thi
igh-er my of progress in farmer
legislation), the Duluth  board of |
trade and the St. Paul livestock #x-
change. Thess closed organizations,
which arbitrarily fixed the price to
producer and consumer allke, can no
longer keep the rmer from getting
on the Inside of thelr dealings and |
controlling the organlzution for the
beneorit of an easler exchange of food-
stuffs between farm and city at a

Bills similar to'the Minnesola meas- |

More Truth Than Poetry.

By Jamens J. Montague.

Trouble,
The cat Is on the pantry shelf
With eyes that bulge with frizht;
The (Alrednle pup has hid himself
Somewhers far out of sight;
The little kide thelr lesson learn
And nelther romp nor sport,
For father's Income tax return
Was forty dollars short

It took & week to make it out
And mother, In despalr,
Would say, *You must not stay aboul
And hear your father swear'
He'd pull his halr with frightful yanks
Until It was a sight;
He spolled half a dozen blanks
Before he got it right,

And when at last he put it In
Tha big long envelope,

He sald to mother, with a grin,
“Well, that s done, I hope™

But yesteérday a letter oame,
And gosh, how father swore

When he found In It was a claim

For forty dollars more

He's locked up In his bedroom now
And won't come out at all,
And mother simply won't allow

The kids to cross the hall
And everybody's frightened stiff,
While ¢very now and then

They wander what will happen If
He gels it wrong again!
- . -
Coming 1o It
This {an't the millenlum of course
and yet the railroads ndmit thal their
present frelght rates are prohibitiva
- - -
Golng Tee ¥Far.
We stite for the benefit of the blue
law advocates that nothlng exceoda
like excess.

- - -
There Must Have Teen sn Oversight,

Now that we come (o '."..;lk of 1L
where Is that woman who was golng
to be appointed n cablnet member?
(Copyright, 1931, by the Iell

dieate, Ine.)

Burroughs Nature Club

Notes.
Can Youn Answer These Questions?
1. Do moles have any notural ene-

heelk?

miea to keep the r
object

2. What is the of inoculat-
ing soil?
3. Are the humming bdirds found In
different parts of the world alike
Answers o tomorrow’s nuture noles
. - L]
Answers 1o [Previons Qaestlons.
1 Why ware groes binek?
This is hard (W nintures quess
tion Negroes ar ust As any
er lving dark thing dark be-
cau ¢ the of the plgment of
thelr akkin A ahawer why
A race likao 4 i yellow |n
complexion, or t vo American
Indlan copp: co or tha southern
Europesn 1 ollve coi-
plexiond vln AXOnS
white ! | Ll cale
ors, but wo L know how what
for
3. What enables the tr tond
(Hylu vorsicolor) to ch [ caol
" 3 and whe f i'a
oxplninat Tt t
not ¥
tha oul il i
Cout o4 1L ta T
obde m Lh 1ty
| from énemies In Lt chum ¥
| Instanos Lh n I T e i]
\ fonr caukes t
| The tr 1 ' wl | ] t
[\'.\l_-::,' of clhi whiit
groon, brown, § ght
| roquires 1 ir rthe d
‘--:l-' #In i m ] ih {
(a hright i h ) ! o
this tos v tlm the
doark bands t v 1
|and the st | spol o !
| ders calor & wlopted |8
gonerully a gomnd talion Lhe
toad'a b ir
| 1. Wha I i L Hina
| eous bird
| The most faml oxamplo of A
| gallinac # bird barn Towl
Hens IThes g7 & PUFLFA RSN,
|.-., con wni by They
J wwh rather stout, heavy bod X
L cliads in L LI t
wir and - rary 1) fil of
W Lhivug Lhey fy
n 1 t w C the
They du
1 havy ] {
v nre
ne the
f I n nd
War to palnt
(Copyright, 1021, by Houghion Mifflin Ca.}
In Other Days.
Tweniy=flve Yenra Ago,
¥ A The Oregor | jind
; Towr W lou are hos .
Ll souther: A i I ha
r th i ]
t B n
hake 1 vned
The bhattleship Oréegop i now 1
pleted, and the nuestion of making
e O [} f {
the st is befotn ! p
He \ ¥ pre
e AL I cOiMe-
1 Cles and sprine-
1 " ple ad tione
v the street celoaning
—_—~
year for which
required t out
L} beging today., Certifi s 1o
the number of 341 have !
—————=
Fifty Years Ago.
From The Oregonlan f April 1 5
Washington.—Unverifinl " L
ports are to the effect that hief
questions now befors 1
Shall the Ku-Kiu re ity
8hall we get Ban Dot 1 hall
Grant or Sumner Db 0 1 in
nominee in I87- Sha a repub ¥
or a democrat be el .
The city plaz be
Ing improved
| City lcenses ar due today 1
must be pald on or fore the 101}
‘ AL no time In the past fis YiUrE
| has there been 50 much bullding go-
ing on in the cily
The numhbhaer >l ¢} r n

Union <

Signatures on Lense.

MERRILL, Or, March 20.—(710 tne
¥Edltor.)—Please advise me If a pers
son wiants to leass his land to 1 oll
company or any other company it
necessary that both band and wiflea

' F. %

one g

slgn it or only

If the properiy I's
name he can lea his
wife's signature

Address of Humorist.

KENT, Or. March 30—(To the

Editor.y—Can you publish the address

lis 1

READER

of Irvin 8 Cobb and

Irvin 8. Cobb, “Rebal Ridge.”
Ing. N. Y. We have no Information as
to & manager,

Ciemin-

Marrying 1the Wrong Womnn.

Yonkers (X, Y.) Stateaman.
Mathush—Do »du think a man
profits by his mistnkes®
Bensonhurst—XNot If he marrica the

BIoLg Wuwan Le dovea's



