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TOO MUCH ENTHUSIASM,

The bill providing for a tax super.
Vising commissior ning which
the ecity councll exp ondis-
guisad aln t a surprise atlack
upon th ng functions of
that body any other body
brought with scope of the bill,
The bill follows explicitly the recom-
mendations a commission
creatad the 1212 legislature,
whioss sport = bli 1 in full
in the 5 nawspapers., The
bill It has boen iIntroduced by
rdon was prepared by the

" League, a voluntary
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ity wo have five
virtually ils own
we have soveral

in the

departments each
tax-levying body,
politicnl taxing units — principally
aity, county, port. school district—
which levy taxes upon the same peo-
ple and also work indepondently of
each other, Each wants all it ean
got for lis own purpose and none
tukes mccount of the needs of the
others. Tt not wise government
It is not good government,

The Gordon bLill proposes to bring
all budgets to a foc It will put
a supervisory commission over
taxation. This nmission will have
power to revise and «ordinate so
thiut no unit shall place i burden for
a non-essential upon the publlc at
the sacrifice of eqaspntial that
comes within the fw loning of an-
other unit. 'The comm on will be
appointed by the governor from
among the qu ¢itizens of
county. There is no sacrifice of home

=

is

lified the

role.

Nor have we
argument that this
l!ilﬁht exorcise :-r?.\!tm.—_\' powers to
the injury of the publle. There has
been hardly a reform or regulatory
Iaw proposed which has not brought
out a cry against impllied autoeratic
powers therein contalned, It was
ralsed as regards preésent come-
mission charter. Under that charter
the mayor may indeod become an
amtocrut. He may take to himself
virtually all the powers of the com-
mission. But he does not do it. He
will not do It so long as we have a
gane moayor: It is imposalble to grant
supervisory or regulatory powers of
efficient sort without empowering
discration and judgment that may be
pervertad by the wicked or the in-
gane if they get into office. Govern-
merit Is a trost—you can't have gov-
ermmment withont trusting someone.
You cannot have tax supervision or
centralization of budget-making that
will be at 2ll worth whilea unless
scme of our political units surrender
cerialn functions they now possess,
The question i= whether we shall
g0 the whole road and centrallize
responsibility for taxation upon a
gingle body or continue along tha
present haphazard and costly way.
There 8 no revenge, or polities, or
wantop desire to shear any official
of power or authority. But it is as
plain as day that the public needs
praotection from the enthusiasm of
Its servints in office.

We shall never bo able to [ill of-

with the

commis n

putie

the
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had

1923,
Some of those directly interested
have exgressad satisfaction with this

office. It Is now proposed to creale
a commission that will do that which
the several officinls cannot do—
feet an understanding of the co-or-
dinate needs of the several political
units and apply that wmderstanding
to the benefit of the people.
HIZ CABINET,

When Mr. Harding settles down to
the task of naming a cabinet for
himself, and relieves the volunteer
and conseripted army of best minds
of the labar of doing it for him, his
g difficulties will begin to disappear.
| It Is consoling to hear from him
that "“na selection will be made be-
- of party obligation without
consideration for the best service to
¢ the comntry.” That would appear to
| dispose- of Harry Daugherty, -his
| political mavager.
But it is not so easy to dispose of

ings are entirely outside the
legislative mandare to the poft com-
mission to pgive their own Jlocal
scheme preference over the legiti-
mnate clalms of the port proper,
which Is the city of Portland with Its
258,000 people. The limit= as to time
and cost which they propose would
force the commission to neglect its
primary duty—maintenance of the
channel—and to adopt & plan of low
first cost but entailing exorbltant an-
nual expense for maintenance and
of doubtful permanence. When an
alternative plan of permanent con-
struction costing far less to maintain
can be executed by a ¥ear's delay.
The proposed restriction would be
aguinst the general interest of the

Iimits, wish to insert in the_bills a !

Mr. Hoover, Certainly his claims to
| consideration are not partisan; the
opposition Is nothing butl factional
and partisan,

The public

port, and the commission's hands
should not be tiad.

If the legislature will take as its
gulde the clearly expressed wish of
the people of the port, who will pay
the cost, it will adopt the measures
recommended by nll the representa-
tive bodies and will refuse to mar
them with restrictive amendments.

hears throuvgh the au-
| thoritative. letters of Mark Saliivan
that Hiram Johnson will consider
the seleation &f Mr.fHoover a “per-
sonal affront.” Without asking why
the nomination of any eminent and
qualified American citizen should be |
an affront to Johuson, it is sufficient | LIFTING A LOAD FROM THE JUDGES,
to that his opposition n folr | Sepator Bell has undertaken toll
measutre of his interest in President | perform at Salem a service which]
Harding, the rl-r_n!l-:l..-.m pRrty .m'd will be appreciated by every cirenit |
the country. Besides, |t is Harding’s " ~ N !
cabinet Dot Johnaon's. judge In Oregon. An ancient statute |

Mr. Wallace, who has ¢ requires hin¥ to read to every new
track for the agricultural post, is |srand jury the section defining the
sild to be against Hoover. The |law of libal and that other aYehaic
people at Iarge know very little about |d well-nigh forgotten provision
Wallace, but they know @ great deal |#Sainst prize-fighting.
about Hoover. If Mr. Harding, In w her Judges always remember
hils anxiety. for harmony: the mandate upon them, and do their
drop Wallace aund tuke, Hoover, duty., is problematical. But the
will very little dissent from the | Senate has passed the blll dispensing
couniry: but if he drops Hoover, and | With the useless requirement, and the
takes Wallace, there will doubtless | house should do the same; and every
be & d well-intentioned judge will bhe gind

Litt it It dops.

The territorind legislatura of 1855,
being made up of godly and peace-
loving men, enacted the antl-prize-
fighting law and It has heen a liw
since. Yet men have fought.
Id be intleresting to know Just |
situation I[!U\'l’“l aour I'B\i"l""!

to declalm aguinst the evil
practice and. alfo to instruct the
judiciary to eall upon every grand
Jury Lo give the subject its particular
attention.

The Iibel law was enacled in 1884,
when rancors, feuds and dis-
putes of the Clvil war were in full
and it is easy to see that the |
thought something par-
ticularly effective should be done
about it. The war was long since
over, but no man or NEWsSpAPEr MAY
libel or slander pis nelghbor with |
impunity. .
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wanted to let
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CAUSELESS FEAR OF THE SENATE.
A Jjeremiad is dellvered by the
New York Times on what ft calls
he unquestioned main facts that
“for-shveral years the senate has|
beesn encroaching on both the housa |
and the executive.”  The house is
Yoversian 1,'" its control of money

3 diously enten into ond
" Senator Penrose's re-
it doesn't make any dif-
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course
service might be better
who want know
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rope, where public ownership is the |
rule, whether in Britnln, France,
Italy, Germany or any other country, | ™ark that ;
@ his patience would endure as forence ?ﬂ?‘) is appointed asccretary
:any trinls as did that of Job, As|Of state™ is cousirued as a frank
| Dr. Bell intimates, we had a taste avowal that the senate "means to he

it i
{ of that kind g when Burleson . b '.‘lll tator ,.; our lrare‘m:
elzed the he had not time | Polioy.” The sanate is sald to have |
to put them under the perfect blight “burked the traaty” with “growing
of bureaucracy before he lad to | Brrosance of consclous ]m‘“»_-r. Its
thelr owners sending of a committee to investiguto |
of public ownership in Coba construed
4 3 tha “the senale |=
thelr plan had not a hiat h LI
Is country, becnuse it l-wise and all-powerful. menator
was made under war conditions, but | -3Pper = "‘_"M"m”"”“m .n!. i d
Europe hnd it constantly, in |fdministration for negotiaying to
2 a5 woll as war. and s sxeera- | U the British debt to this country
are | '1" ¢ ..Il - |” i The | ¥ held to betoken resentment that
= . VLLLS - pen o . " ' LT Ba
beauty of the Amerfcan plan of priv- the sonate hs been left out,” bul:
ste ownership under public reguia-
that it comblnes equal, fair
and absence of discrimination
i good service ur the Ingenuity,
i efficlency which
CAan Eive

| SONS to

wWOors

taken awi

i

as

absolute

hand o
Apo

protend

fair trial

them back t ;
lifprist = as

canditions

L' an assumptian
rat 1

has

|
tH

! Upon the next administration it expocts
almn n master's grip:; b ¢, avers
J ¥t he held np untll the asnito

eoineg into full possession of Its own.

tion is
rates ]
discussion of

|
8 termed |

Senator MeCormick’s
diplematie appoluntments
“a tacit trenching npon his (Hard-

powor” and “an unconscious
of the senale's resolvo
| trapslate the ‘adviee und consenl’ of
the constitution inilo ‘dictate and
permit."" The Times Mnds one ray
af hope for | glonmy forecast of
renatorial arrogance—Mr, Harding's
promize that in his

wwprise  and

private enterprise alone

b ing’s)
PORTLAND BILLE ravelation to |
the Fort 'ort-
called upon

of tMls

PORT

m
rd te
legislulure |s
batween EToup
and recommended by the
most mtative bodies of the
port district and bills affered by in-
dividual members on behalf of par-
teolar Interests or to promote dif-
ferent policies. The six bills are the
product of the committen of fifteen
appolnted by Mfyvor Baker and rep-
resenting all the people of the dis-
trict, of the port commission, of the
dock commission, and of a commit- |
tee of twelve from “the chamber of
commerce representing the com-
mervinl and business interests as n
whaole In opposition them are
set the bill of Captain Hosford, evi-
doesigned Lo serve pariticular

THE

With
land, the
decide

o n
prepar  §
relations with
sonitte and house he would ngt have
“a thought of any surrender of co-
ordinate constitutional authority,™
but it solemnly warns the people to
“watch anxlously."

The background for all these fors-
bodings of evil Is the senale's sue-
cessful reglstance to executive
usurpation, Mr, Harding’s member-
ship In that body, his popularity
there, Qis conciliatory temper, and
| the sonate's natural exnltation at its
victory. I the Times had lookod
- Inte histoery, it would have found
este regardless of any general | cheer in the fact that the presidentsyl
of port development, | whe have had the most vielent con-
and the bill promized by Sepator | troyersids with the senate, those who
Joseph, who proposeés at this late | huve most successfully asserted the
day to propare a genernl revislon of | executive prerogatives, have Been
the Port of Portlund laws, thus do- | precisely those who had seen serv-
ing again In hast€ that on which the |ice in t genate. It was so with
several bodles mentioned bave been | Jackson, Tyler and Johnson. Though
at work for a year. It shouold be | Garfisld was o member of the house
plain that the bills favored by the |and was only a ator-elect when
people of the port, as Indicated by | elected president, it was so with him
the action of Lhelr representative |also. It seems that the senate is
| bodies nand by their vote at the ¢lec- tempted to en.m.u-hment when a
tion, are entitled to preference over | president is a former member and
the edeventh-hour products of in-|that this presumption provokes the
dividual legisiators. president In question to more de-
| The six bills meet all termined resistance.
tions of a varlety of critics. They The incidents cited to support the
embody the substance of the orig- |cnse against the senate were not
inal bill on which the people voted | happily chosen. Having been out-
in November, together with amend- | voted in committee and forced to
ments guarding the prineciple of | change front on the tariff bill, Mr.
home rule which its sponsors prom- | Penrose cinnot be*taken as a leader
isad to obtaln from the legislature. | authorizsea to speak for the entire
That bill was threshed over by the | senate. As President Wilson denied
chamber of commerce committee, |to the senate Infermativn nbout the
which proposed some changes that | Versailles treaty, there is some jus-
were acceptad by the commitiee of | tification for its seeking information
fifteen, while it abandoned others, | about Cuba at first hand. Since
and agreement was reached on the | negotiations to fund the British war
six bills. covering the full purpose | debt can hardly be completed before
of the initlative blll and the homcf' March 4, must be appraved by the
rale pladges. new congress and will affect the

An attempt is made, elther by the | poliey of the Harding administra-
Hosford bill or by amendment (o |tion, the- eternal fitness of things
the bills of the commitiee of fifteen, | suggests that they be left to Mr.
the port commission to a) Harding to Initiate, Mr. McCormick
is as free as any other citizen to
suggest diplomatic appointments,
and Mr. Harding’s freedom to follow
his suggestlons is limited only
by the degree of support that they
find among the other senators and
by the expediency of making ap-
pointments that would be conflrmed.
Thera is no evidence that the genate
is more Inclined to follow the lead
of Mr. McCormick thad® it was to
follow that of Mr. Penrose.

in foretalling the unrestrained
reign of senatorinl arrogance, the
Times overlooks the one deciding

to

orderly plan

the objec-

to bind
particular scheme of Improvement
in North Portland harbor st a given
time and cost without l'(;sarll Lo Its
place In the generul scheme of port
and channel malntenance and Im-
provement No such restriction
should be placed on the commission.

the harbor of Portland on the Wil-
lametts Tiver, to which that of North
Portland on the Columbia rivér, im-
portant though it may be, is only
collateral. It should satlety the peo-
pie of North FPortiand that the com=

| the United 8

| photographs,

!

|

» i

Its primary duty is concerned wnhi

misslon 18 pledged to improve their
'barbor as soon as a feasible plan

{octor—public opinion. This power

the others. It has a particularly
keen scent for any attempt to dis-
turb the balance among the three

pledige, but others, whose land hold- | branchaes, and it has not failed to re-
city | buke and punish any one of them

which assumed supremacy over the
other two or which displayed Indif-
forence to the public interest. - When
the- anthracite coal strike of 1902
threataned to deprive the Atlantic
coast of fuel In midwinter, public
opinion supported President Roose-
valt and forced the senate toc taks

fromr its plgeonhole and spass”a bill!
When the !

repealing dutles on coal.
senate has balked at following the
recommendations of a president who
clearly volced the popular will, it
has frequently brought “‘these high-
prancing senators to heel,” to use the
Times' expression. It has just given
striking evidence of its readiness to
rebuke a president who strives to
impose his autocratic will on the
senate. This is the more remarkable
because it proves that the people
were willing for a time to forego
peace and a league rather than
sanction one-man power, and be-
cause. the plurality of almost two
Lo one leaves no doubt of their pur-
pose.

One cause, probably the chief
cause, of the stability of our govern-

ment through a century and a third, |

during which the institutions of other
nations have undergone profound
and violent changes, i= the unerrink
instinet with which the people have
sirugk down men whose ambition
led them to grasp more power than
the constitution gave. The people

| have often erred in supporting poli-

cies of Jegislation and administra-
tion, bult they have not failed, as
soon as an alection gnve them the
opportunity, to punish men who ex-
ceaded Lheir functions. The balance
is #o nicely adjusted by the constitu-
tion that some such corrective as the
operation of the publie will, adapt-
ing itzelf to circumstances, seems
necessary to Its preservation. Neces-
gity demands a lefider, and the peo-
look to the president to fill that
but no sooner does he attempt
drive instepd of lead than- they
turn upon him.
Mr, Harding's
enate Is no warrant
clugion that he will let the
dominnte him, but WAarri
he will not attempt to dom
senate. His studied utterances are
plain index to his purpose. His
for the prerogu of the
president will lead him to prescrve
them jeilously, but his experionce as
a senator will eause him to show
equal regard for those of the senate
and will find a way for him to work
sfoothly with {t. If he should bhelie
this forecast, the peaple will ad-
minister a rebuke 4t the first oppor-
tunity and will restore the balance.
The constitution is in the keeping of
the peopl d through all the gales
of public sentlment, they

oved themselves safe guar-

the
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Now Pussyfeot Johnson comaes
the front with the comment t
s never will be dry
because “it'=s Impossible to legislate
the ten commandments into people.”
To which of the ten commandments
doey the gentieman refer?

The early smell run is on in the
Cowlitz and the finast little pan fish
out of water have appeared on
fhe, bills of fare. Nobo« over diad
from esting too many, though some
the wife

the

fee]l distressad, mesning

who prepares them.

Doyle de

produces

Conan
exist, and
of 'em t{o prove- It
the authenticity of the
he had previodsly an-
poermanent retirement

Sir Arthur
falries really
photographs
Lauckily for

noeunced the
of Sherlock IMolmas,

The Pbilippine legislature
killed the bill requiring
wour pants, and that is
thing somebody might try
bowls and other crockery
white=gquan's burden.

natives to
well. Next
to unlopd

fiy LAt

I"he town of PFairfax, Wish., is to

throe miles to a
This Is reversing the
which would le
it is but extend
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pack up and m
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A duty of 12 centfa dozen on im-
ported eggs is urged by the Paeific
Co-operative Potltry Producers
That makes two cents epach, as most
of the imported variety already have
a .«cpau an egs. 1

A Poartland swwoman sojonrning in
Pasadena writes back to tell of a
fourth of a cord of wood that cost
an even nine dollars during the cold
spell w Bit ago. "There's no place
like home."

Dr. Calvin White disposoed
sgoff at the goat gland business. A
medical man of renown, he ought
to know: but therse may be goats
and gouls, as there are men and
men.

is to

Charles Nungesser, the French
“ace,” has decided to give up auto-
mobila_driving as too dangerous. It
probably is if he tries tn drive his
ecar as he would pilot an airplane.

We presume that equipment for
United States navy aviators hereafter
sent on long balloon trips will In-
clude boxing gloves.

Some of Lloyd George's people at
home object to his golf on Sunday.
forgetting' he has ouigrown them
into n Britlsher.

A. H. Lea will manage the naxt
state falr and the fair board and
the state generully are to be con-
gratulatad. .

The members may overlook a hox-
ing affair tonight, but not next
Wednesday. Early adjournment is
in order.

School dances in Tacoma seem to
shock the superintendent. He must
be old-fashioned.

There is not much talk of saving
daylight this year. Saving doliars is
more to the point, .

Harding is off on his flrst good
time In years and the last he may
have for four.

The fact of it s that rents will not
come down until buildings go up.

“Shadow 2" Oh, he's a

memory,

yes;

ive

BY - PRODUCTS OF THE PRESS

How Pat Childery Palléed to Get Fall
Value for Apple Woaod.

Pat Childers of ths Mary
hauléd down 10 cords of apple wood,
cut lote 20-inch lengths, for Dr. Dix
and dumped it on the wharl, reports
the Coos Bay Times. Pat did not
know he was handling anything of
value. g

Nelther did Dr, Dix, as he sold 1t
to Bert Cohan of the Marshfleld Fuel
& Supply company, who rescid it to
a woman for firewood.

While all thiz was golng on, alang
came John L. Koonts, who, when he
finds out what Is being done, says:
“What & shame! No wonder the peo-
ple are broke, Why, that apple wood
makes tHe finest handles in the world
and the best smoking pipes In any
country.” :

He immediately went over to the
Myrtle Wood factory of Pomeroy &
Duncan and told them eall about It
They want the wood to make handles
1rmd pipes

Now theéy ara after the wood Dr.
Dix has sold It for firewood: so did
Bert Cohan, and now the woman who
Is going to use it for stove wood is
being reasoned with to let Pomeroy
& Duncan's factory

Ann

have It, as |t
would be pwful waste to burn up for
firewopd what would make
dollars of manufactured products.
Koontz says the tountry would be
| mora prosperous {f thea people having
' under thelr gontrol the raw produats
would find a market & them
keep things to th own
the eountry’s profil ’
.
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eral barrels of whisky, =nys
patch to the New York Hergald.

The tower already has been erected
on the top of the distitlery, and work-
me:n are now in Iling the sesarch-
light ineilde It. Guards will work In
two-hour shilts from sundown
to. sunup the pearchliight will he kapt
pl on tl
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“Ready! Alm! Flre!"

A dozen or so Christmas alr gons
spat out & stinging hail of lead in
form of B-<B bullats,

Theare [ollowed a
tored phrases from Amos
Alameda. A dozen of

by i Kidd,

les of punc-
Moyer of

plrates,

BOT

50

Ca lowered
nd

their weapc
and fled, Amos

loo}
in pursuit.

of the rear

ing whiffs salt a
Alameda beach. He 1
the lower wall of the breakwater fac-
ing the pea, while a second wall
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pound before (he 1'-‘."1.' now nells for
60 cents, an increase of 150 per eent.
Butter cost 24 cents a pound
1914, and now brings 80 cents, ar 233
per cent increase. now worth
72 centa & pound sold for
two-thirds less, or Sugar
that brought & cents I
26 cents, 233 par oent galn,

sold for 38 cents hefora thoe war and
now bring $L.44 a doszen, 300
cent Inerease. Other foods are listed
in pruporl]nn._
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when on entering the
his houge he could ape nothing of hie
coal pile. He dispellied the darkness
with a match and gazed Into a
yawnlng hole fully 16 feat deop, at
the bottom of which lay his winter's
fuel supply, badly mixed with dirt,
and A& FAs MANge. In the gloom he
had nearly stopped into chasm
himself,

It was apparant .that many yéars
ago & fiil had heen made with & bog
bulkkhead at one side of the ground

da ¢
News-Tri
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the

Inter, The bulkhesd had rotted away
In part{ and the winter's talns, =luje-
ing beneath, coupled with the weight
of the coal pile, had caused the
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The newly married man was made
awars over the phone of the arrival
of his wife's parsnts. Hastily he
serambled to the store and bought
some things for lunch, When he ar-
rived home he found not only hls
parents-in-law, but with them 13
dozen fresh eggs. three chickens,
three bushels of potntoes and a choc-
olate cake—b-u-t this bappened 12
yoars sgo, gentle resder.—Columbue
Dispatch,

. . .
No mutter how antiquated ths old
craft ims, Iif she geis out on the Wil-
lamette theses days and travels down
stream she makes a good appearance,
for the current is running strong.
The winter freshet this year has nat
been very produetive in flotsam and
the city Lreed of beach comber has
not made many valuable hauls. How-
ever speedy the boats may seem when
going down stroam, it |8 not 8o fine a
sight to see them laboring as they
ascend, for no matier how well they
may be engined, It s a snuil's pace at
best aguinst the drift,
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Those Who Come and Go.

A haartfelt tributs to the work of
the Americans In Serbia was paid
yesterday by Misa Annle Christiteh of
Belgrade, Serbia, who in Amerioa
for the first Ltime. Durlng the
yenrs of the war she was in B
when it was overrun by the
armies of Germany, Austria
garia. “What the Americans
done for Serhia has been not onle &
great gift M relisf and materia] help,
but a more sting gift in 1h 5=
Eon of tho = of Eeneroc
self-denial which the Ameri
hibited,” she sald on her
the Benson, "Our great
to emuiate Ameriea Ir
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country and dled
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there now. A ' hag besn like &
big sister to us and we have a very
r ergonal affection for this coun-
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Rattlesnnke Is Viviparous.

MONTESANO, Wash., Jan 18—(To
the Editor.)—I am £ in the p
er of a smooth guy who never told
n and got caught. 1 desire the as-
sistance of The Oregonian In nulling
him to tha cross.

Thia person asserts that
plowed up rattlesnake eggs
thousand. John Burroug
that rattleanakes are barn
it be possible that we have John on
the hip? C. D. LLEWELYXN,

A4 -

ha has
by the
RESOres

Standard authoritles AWre agreed
that the rattlesnake brings forth its
I young alive,
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More Truth Than Poetry.

By James J,

Moningue.
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