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Intercoastal Lines Enter Field in 1920, Operating Directly From Portland or Including This City as Port of Call—More Ships Are Coming in 1921
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Small Shipper Interested.
Portland's ¢commerce has been
ded 1o the corners of the earth.
# the facilitles for moving the
are Increased, so does the vols
the traffic Increase in dirsct
Portland was a port, of a kind,
the exports moved In cargoe
when sailing wveas under the
of aill natio~s floc" ed to the
river for the annual graln

and Japanese wtepmars
rtered by the half dozen to
lumber to the orjent.
inauguration of regular steamahip
Ilines, with bookings open to all and
vessals callilng on definite schedules,
the small ghipper has become Inter-
anted,

Importers and exporters of emaller
caliber, who could not afford to char-
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But with }

ter a ship for a full load, and thus
bring her to Portland, ecn- arrange a
shipment of 100 tons or less of gen-
ergl frelght a thousand feat
lumber. Thus, as exports long ago
predicted, the liners mre tting th
businens. Small shipments of fopd-
stuffs, tlas, shingles, berries, cannued
from &ll the vast territory tributary
milk and what not are b

or of

gathered

P

o the Colum.in river gataway and
nre moving to the markets of the
world.

Much o this commerce s still In

its formnative stage. The ocean traffic
of the world, thrown into upheaval by
the war, has not yet settled i1
new routine, but the pre 5 Is taking
pince rapidly. The demsand of war-
torn Europe for supplies, which Im
mediately following ghe withdrawal of
| tha al..les occupled most of the ton-
nage owned by the shipping bcard,
has been appessed to the extent of
taning the sharp edge off Europe's
appetite.
Eurcopean Trade Stabilized.

In place of the orring need for food-
stuffs, wearing apparel
and raw mateérials has come the steady
demand for the things of peace, which
Europe normally draws from America,
and as Burope regains her footing the

izto

machinery,

things Vhich America naturslly im-
ports from REurops sginnt- to
come back this way. Probably ths
commerce with Eumope [s as nearly

stabilized as any of the ocsan trades
in which Portland béars a part
The demand of the orlant
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Atnerlean products, which follawed the
Arawal for several years of prac-
tically all tounage oper=zting In the
trans-Faclfic trade, has been glutted,
& sharp attack of commorelal indiges-
tion has followed, and now the orlent
Is slowly coming back to It normal
consumptlon Severel wvessels of the
fleet opernting betwaen Portland and
the far vast.-have beén withdrawn for
other trades, but sufficlent frelight is
offering both Inward and outward to
pay Lhe expenses of Lhe remalning
vessels, and the effects of the Japan-
ess panic are axpeoted to be Inrgely
overcoma by next March.

The coast-to-const businuss has
jumped in the past year to propor-
tions mnever approached before by
Portiand. Part of this increase is
undoubtedly dus to the lncrease In
rill freight rates, but more Is due to
the establishment of regular steam-
ship linesa, with agoents hustling for
business both hers and on the Atlan-
tie side.

All Yessels Busy.

In this field, the Isthmian, North
Atlantic & Western, Luckenbach, At-
lantie, Gulf & Paclfic, United Amerl.
“tan lines and Trans-Marine are cpers
ating In dlrect shuttle, and the Eu-
ropean Pacific lina carries frelght to
Portland wentbound. The trade In
generally consldered to be overcrowd-
¢d and it Is conceded that some of
the lines may drop out, but frelght
enough Is offering In both directions
at present to keep all vespels on
scheedule. As more business heads
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discover the advantages of shipplng
by waler It |s poasible that the move.
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Although ten new steamship lines
have come to FPortl i the past
year, Indleating & commercial devel-

yrating

in

opment dreamaed of before Lths war
only by vislonarles, the end of this
development s not yet

New Lines FPromised.

Indications are strong that at least
three mora new lines will enter Fort-
land before many months, One of
these. known the Pacific-Argen-
tine-Brazil lips, operated by Swayne
& Hoyt of S8in Francluco, has offered
to. lnglude Portland In the routing of
Its vesasls as noon us sufflciont bual-
ness s developed here to make It
worth while, and the business iz sald
to ba developing, This line girdles

matarial New York mlone |
kaep one ! of steamshipu b ¥

The trade with the st cOust of
South America is no W business
for Portland. The west coast has for
many years taken lumber from the |
Columbla river. Exports to that ter-
ritory clpssed under the all fusive |
term “general cargo” have lporeased |
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Whare a your ago shippers on ons
hand and ship operntors on the other
ware sparring back and forth, the
ahippers saying, "Glve us Lthe Ehipa
and we will glva yoy the cargn,” and
the erators replying. “Olve us the

i we will give you the shipn™
gomehow the two hive got togethar.
Now the operator ls siying, "Hers la
the ship. Wa the " And
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NCREASE IN RAIL RATES DIVERTS BUSINESS TO WATER

ROUTES

Effect

that entered Into the

yihing

Br Frank Irs Whitle,
y equipment, maintenance and

]
URING the period of the w .‘.i .
D - ithe sarvice -] tion cf the :u.'.r--a:‘l:-. neceamital-
ping lines was de ling first inerease of 26 per cemt In
eific were freight rates, followed last August
- na | with nnother Increase approximating
on roj r the | i LT
|831-3 per cent asdvance In fraight
American [lag. the shipm| py 4
rates and I0 per cent in y..l‘n‘cr

ware needed

1 ll’n:.-:l.
‘ Portiand Effect Two-fold.
direct these rallroad
Increases upon Portlapd's com-
merce was two-foid, In the first
| plagce, a great volpme of business that

The

rate

effect of

ulated by | had been moving between Lhe Atl-
wore im- | lantic and FPacifice coasts by rall was
e of the |diverted to the water poute. In the

socond pince, traffic that had been

moving fram the industrial centers of
the east across the continent to the
P ¢ coast for shipmaent to the ori-
cnt was diverted to the less expénalve
route and thus passed by

I but ecol-
restrictive
of !'H'I'l

persintent

cimm and T - | all-walar
onlem 3% yearn. that was | Portland entirely, moving by the short
Brought ta tion when the de- | rail baul to Atlantic porte and thence
mands .0 emergency traffic move- | directly by steamer arcund lhrough

to | the Panama canal to lts trans-Pacific
| destinationa

led thes government
The raliroad companies

ment co
take control

could not legally co-ordinate '.:-e-.r.l This iatter diversion was does &i-
equipment, introduce sconomies made | rectly to the faet thal export rall

passible by co-operation, the things|rates, which had been = fixed that
the United States rallroad adminis-| gl] ports could compete on equal foot-
tration was obliged to do to handie | ing for the foraign commeérce of Lhe

the business of the war. country, wege Increased along with

thus railsed egalnst Paclfic ports
proved an effectual barrier to all but
the highest classes of freight, =mall
shipments of which continued to fol-
low the transcontinental route be-
cause of the quicker transit, In splte
of the higher transportation cost

Costs increased also in the opera-
tion of ships, but rates on water-
borne traffle advanged becauss of
shortage of bottoms rather than on
account ‘of higher operating costs.
There came a stretgh of years In
which shipowners reasped unheard of
revenueg for voyages, matched only
In the legendary tales of the weallly
brought back from India or the far
places of the seven scas to which the
clippers of yesteryear salled from the
trade ports of the worid So great
was the nesd of the people of foreign
iands for commodities that fabulous
prices were pald willingly to have
cargo carried. The worid in the ssc~
ond decads of the 30th century Iz 5o
linked by the ties of commerce that
a condition of interdependsnce exists
which cannot be deniad.

U. 5. Recovern Lost Art.

But the United Stutes, once s great
maritime mnation that had alinost
abandoned the sea, under Lhe stimuiue
of war recovered the lost art of hmild-
ing ships. From shipyard® of Port-

Then <ame the lncressed cost oflgther rajl rates, and the differsntisl

o

craft bullt of the tough timber of the
fir forests gllded down waye to prove
efficient carriers on the deap. Ehipe
of steel were shaped in many yards
algo, and finally, when the armistice
was signed on that November day of

1918, new Weels were being dipped
Into the brine at & surprising roate
along the Pacific coast, the Atlantic

seaboard and the’.Gulf coast. Ewvan
it was many months before the
gecumulnted traffic of the world bo-
gan Lo be raflectad in a plentiful sup-
pl¥ of bottoms to meet the Incresalng
clamor of shippera

During this sarly period of recon-
strugtion the rallroads had passed
through the throes of a succession of
readjustments, colminsting In  the
tranaporiation act of congress by
which the linss were returned to the
corporations under broadened contral
glven to the Interstate commerce
commission and a guarantes of a re-
turn on the valpation of the property.
To yield this return the rate Incredse
of August §§ last previcusly referred
to, was made.

Racagnition ¢f the necessity of em-
pleying water routes, both coastwise
and of Inland waterways, to perform
the transport service of the nation
was s striking feature of the orders
of the Interstate commerce commis-

209,

land aod other Pacific coast ports

slon. The use ol the liks routes to

4nland waterways, and though It may

relieve the railroads of the congestion
oocurring at Chicago and in the Great
Lanken district was recommended for
the grain crop of the curreantl peason.
Wherever canala or rivers afford the
means, the supplementing of rall l'nes
by boats is belng rescried to. Self-
propelled barges are being used ex-
tensively on the Mississipp! between
Bt. Louis and New Orleans. on the
Black Warrior river and on the Tom
Bighbee.
River Steamboat Returning.

The river steamboont iy coming back

as 4 factor 'n traffle of the greatl

be of a differgnt type than the
“packel™ of carly days it will none
the leas be ths symbol of commeres
sconomically and efficiently handled.
The Ohlo river, on the bosom of which
has moved enormous tonnage of traf-
fic over short hauls, is again belng
revived tor the through movement of
traffic to the Mississipp! and in the
view of authorities famiiar with that
traffic bids fair to supplement ihe
rallroads in & large measurs in the
dispatch of frepight to and from the
heart of the Plitisburg district

In the opinlon of well-Informed
traffle men the American raliromds
will not resist development of inland
waterways us has been the custom for

tors may eveén be found encouraging
such development of the water traffio
as may be made to supplement theair
tacilitiens In providing transportation
for the hsavily inoressing tonnage of
commodities thut the present lihed
would have diffioulty in hapdiing.
But the Inland watarway traffic will
be necessarily of slow growth be-
cause the proper cisss of bosts muast
be provided, landings re-sstablished
or pewly equipped, a® the dscline of
the traffic was marked by adandon-
mint of river Inndings. Hven where
docks or levees atiil exist Ims_ soms
sections of the country, the access to
them has been out off by railrosd
tracks or bulldings that were located
to replace the accommodation of ear-
lier daya

Fhe pertinent fact that has besn
demonsirated rocently ‘s that trans-
continental movemant of many ¢om-
modities can be economically diverted
from rallroads te water lines, espe-
eially of that portion originating io
territory adjacent to elther seaboard
and destined to ports of the other
side of the continent. In the Interest
of maintaining a balanced traffio the
rallroads may *find It esrentlal to
establish westbound through trans-
continental rates Jower than at pros-
ent, and for the continudncs of trade

mant of lumber tarriffa from the Pa-
gific coppt. There will, ln the opinion
of phipping men. still rematn A wide
differentinl between rall and ship
rates that wiil give to steamers the
bulk of the traffic between coastal
puints,
Traffle Inerense Expectod,

Blements enter Into the extent of
thizs diversion that cannot now be
gruged. Bhould congress grant free
tolls for movemenl of coantwise Lraf-
fle, the advantage of much mors fa-
vorable tariffs would mecrue 1o in-
creased pcean shipping betwesn (he
Atlantic and Pacific seaboard. Ves-
sels of the United Siates shipping
board now engaged in this traffic mre
carrying mtisfactory cargoes and the
number of lines thut have been estub-
tiahed |5 the best evidence of the he-
Hef that It will grow in volume and
prove profitable.

In the opinion of managers of ship-
ping companiss, the brief depression
cf the repdiustment era will be fol-
Jowed, prabably ln the prasent ypar
by an upward tendency In Iindustry
that will stimulate internal develop-
ment that has bedn ratarded for slx
yoars FBhort-haul traffic from sea-
bostrd ports will afford haesvy trafiiec
for the railroads, with a correspond-

the past 38 years the direc~

relationships thers may bs readiust-

of Rise on Portland’s Commerce Tweo-Fold—C oast-to-Coast Ships Gain T'raffic, but Cargoes Which Had Been Moving by Rail for Shipment to Orient Are Sent by the All-Water Route—Initial Costs Considered

ritory not reschad by water rotutes
Notwithstanding the beliaf that ship-
piof. both off-shore and domestic, &

due to experiance the greatest growth

in all history, It s mot the view of
shipping men that it will be sovome«
panied by any radical effect upon
ralironds, except that for g long while
the systems will be confronted with
the constant danger of congestion
due to pheir inablijty to add to squips
ment and power rapidly enough to
mest requiremants

But by the same token manngers of
railronda

ocear lines bold that
may not be expected to hand
transconlinental akipment commods:
Ities that do not reyulrd spesdy dis- |
patoh,

Tranaversaly, it !» pointed out that
the countty has been golng through
a period in which Inltial costis have
not beont given the cardful conslosra-
tion that prevallsd in normal times
before Lhe war. Busineaa men have
been prone te discount the Importancs
of elfecting savings In traffic costs,
assuming  that the econsumer would
pay 'the pries, whatever It might ba
This ern in past, gay the close studenta
of cunditicna and the careful calouln-
tor will aguixr bocome the sueceasfyl

the

man in trade, which will bhave |ia
effect upon the rallronds and the
hipa

Ingly greater movement to [nland tor-
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