PAONE BATE CASE

WAITS NEW YEAR

Company Speeds Testimony
to Make Recess Possible.

'OSSES AGAIN RECITED

Corporation Insists That Necessary
Extensions Cannot Be Made
on Old Revenues.

The near approach of Yuletide, al-
though wmpproximately $5.000,000 in
contemplated stock sales are at stake,
impelled witnesses for the Pacifie
Telephone & Telegraph company to
hasten the presentation of their case
before the Oregon publie service
commlesion yesterday, in an applica-
tion for a 30 per cent state-wide rate
increase, and brought the hearing to
an indefinite adjournment Iin late
alternoon.

Commirsioner Willlams, presiding.
while Chalrman Buchtel was en-
groszed with the terminal contro-
versy, announced that the meetling
would be resumed vpon five days' no-
tice, gome time in Jaauary, when at-
tornevs for the company, the city
and the various communitiea would
present briefs bafed upon the testi-
mony adduced and the case would go
to the commission for final deter-
mimation.

City Not vet Through.

J. T. Shaw, general counsel for Lhe
company, terminated the examination
of witnesaes and the presentation of
exhibite with a brief expression of
eclution to the commission, and
¢ statement that the company
had fully voleced Itz request for re-
lief nnd had nothing more to ask.

“We have a great deal to ask,” was

sentence of Attorney La
statement, for the city of

the two-day hearing
tha contention of the
elty attorner, and of the several at-
torneys representing other Oregon
communitlos, thuat the request of the

1 shout
ft y

company for Incressed rutes Is 1lI-
timed, and that actlon should be
withheld until the general decline

of wize scheduies and material costs
would cate the fair basis of re-
turn. City Attorney La Roche,
throughout his many cross-examinn-
tlons of witnesses, stressed the polnt
that the prezent represents the price

peak, and that any attempt to pro=-
cure a rale increigss under abnormal
conditions iz economically unsound.
Steady Losses Are Reported.
Officials of the company in thelr
testimony, ox well as Mr. Shaw in
his p sntation of the cass, have
sought t show that ihe company
has bor constantly incrensing

losses =ir 1016, and that it now
confronts a situation requiring: ex-
tenslons improvements l.’lf maore
than 335 1 Response to thie
nead, im the purchase of the .com-
pany's sccurities, cannot be expected
unl the telephone rates for Ore-
gon reviged upward to the point
where Is assured, the

company

ire
a falr return
maintalns

Through the mas= of exhiblts of-
ferad, the commission must wade In
nn endeavor to detéermine the exact
status of the company and tha justl-
fication of {ts application. The rate
basiz upon which the company pre-
gents Its elaim §s the physical valupa-
of it properties, as determined

ten
by the public service commission in
1516, or $12,245,000, plus additional

expenditures, amounting to $15.658,.-
110 in 1920 and estimated at $16,725.-
315, for 1S82L -

Valuations Are at Odds.

Since 1916 the commission has ar-
rived at another phyeical wvaluation,
as of 1918, or 312,752,205, This com-
putation does not agree with the
company's own valuation for “hat
yvear, which Is §13,074,567, Deter-
mination of the physical valuation of
the extensions ans improvements
sinecs 1516 will be immediately under-
taken by the commiselon's engineers.

C. F'l r. plant englineer. one

1 witnesees in the caze
for ¢ company, declared that the
presont-day reproduction cost of the

ild be $31,000,000, This fig-
; does not in any way
o the ratae geliberations.
s «xhibita Introduced by the
comps Muestrated the contention of
its witnesses that revénue are more
than orbed by operating expense,
and ths allowing for Interest and
returns fo stockholders, the opera-
tions of the company have resulted In
annoal deflcits of increasing propor-
itions since 1916
Dellelts Declared Growing.

Dieficits for the years presented
were as follows: 1916, $249.707; 1917,
J115; 1918, $3563,685; 1919, $690,178;
$691,400; 1921 estimated. $523,200.
he years 1518 and 1919, the
of federal control, government
ipensation reduced the deficlts to
the company to $228,758, and $286,656,
respectively. In the year 1919 the
statement showed an actual deficit as
between operating expenses and gross
revenue pf §$36,766, without allowing
for Interest or dividenda, while a
simllar loss of $65,200 was estimated
for 1921.

Imereased annual expenss of the
present as contrasted with that of
1816, due to wage Increases only, was
presented as $1,086,000, with company
afficials from several departments
testfying that no reduction in wages
Is contemplated.

Expenses Grow Fanster.

Operating revenues were shown to
have Increased 53 per cent for 1920 as
oonirasted with 1918, while operating
atpenser have Increased 106 per cent
In 1916 the pperating revenue was §¢.-
266,870, whila in 1920 It will gpproxi-
mrate  $4.154,600. Operating expense
for 1516 was $2,007,172, and In 1920 is
estimated to be $4,235,000, based on
wetual returns for nlne months and
an estimate for the remaining three

When D, P. Fullerton, general su-
perintendent of plant, was under In-
terrogution the trend of Inquiry
turned toward poasible substitution
of automatic telephones for those
of the manual system, with respect
to the saving that might result

"Can you say whether the company
is contemplating such a subatitutlion?™
asks Clty Atltorney La Roche.

Fewer Operators Needed.

Mr. Fullerton replied that auto-
matic phones were being constantly
Instulled, and admitted that fewer
operators would be required. He de-
nied the prospect of a saving in thls
particular, saying that costs of op-
eration were about equal under the
two syetems, owlng to the necessity
for employing skilled and high-
salaried men to supervize the auto-
matie system. The benefit to tha
publie, he said, would not be a finan-
cial one, but would appear In Ime
proved service. ay
¥ 1 ask u
‘statement

nl

$4 00

saving device in your home.

Make Her Happy the Whole Year

No matter how heavy your shopping list—you can afford an Electric 3-Way
Washer now—but you can’t afford to let the woman you love go on doing her
washing in the laborious old-fashioned way. Not when a washing machine like
the 3-Way Electric is available on such reasonable terms.

afford to delay ordering your Electric Washer—for this return offer closes
Friday night. Reémember, a single dollar is all you need to put this great labor-

| Sends This
Electric 3-Way Washer

Home for HER Christmas
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Candy Consumers

- Can Keep Oregon

Men and Women
orking

Money spent for candy made
in Oregon—
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Stays in Oregon!

YOU can help solve the
problem of unemployed in
Oregon by buying made-in-
Oregon candy.

And you can't

Accept No Other!

ASSOCIATED INDUSTRIES OF OREGON
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representing subscribers.
“A greater number of higher grade
men would be needed,” answered Mr,
Fullerton, “and the apparatus must
be given greater protection™

Higher Rates Elsewbere Up.
At a question launched by the com=-
misgsion, as to whether Washington Is
faced with a simillar application for
increased rates, Mr. Shaw, general
counsel, asserted that 28 soon as the
Oregon case 1s concluded the com-
pany expects to apply for higher rates
both in Washington and northern
California
“They are not in a humeor to con-
slder any Increase in rates until Ore-
gon pays for her phone service, he
remarked,
Mr. Shaw also expressed confidence-
in the attitude of the Oregon pubile,
voicing his belief that subsecribers are
*willing to pay for what they get."
“The revenues arising (rom pres-
ent businezs" testifled J. C. Nowell,
vice-president and ‘general manager,
“are less than the expenses attached.
We do not propose to expend any
more money in this state unless ade-
quate returns are assured. Nor do we
think that this commlssion, or these
representktives of the city of Port-

Jhe \Szméfnc Small Car

>«

The Templar
"Top-Valve motor
gives the Tem-
plar top-notch
efficiency — It is
truly one of
America’s finest
achievements.

WRAY MOTOR CAR CO.
11th and Couch Sts.

carrying out their obligations to the
peopie they represent, if they place us
in a position where we cannot carr$y
out extenslons at this time.”

Company to Play Basketball,

CENTRALIA, Wash., Dec. 22.—(Spe-
cial)—At the regular meeting Ilast
night of company L, Washington na-
tional guard tank corps, It was voted
to enter & téam In the national guard
basketball league being organized in
the state, The first game will be
played here the first week in Janu-

ary with company B of Seattle. Prac-
tice will be started next week by the

BIG TUB BIG TUB
SAND AND
BASKET BASKET
FREE FREE
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asked R. C. Wright, patent attorney, |land and other communities will be| lgpeal guardsmen, amon h th lar pastor, Rew.| Workers, incorporated. today filed| capital stock Is lnﬂn; The 1n.rur-
corn . from wt “to g};};ﬂe‘gw?rl‘. :ct::ft:ry o;E the Salem|articles of incorporation here. Head- | porators are Elbert C. Oden, L J.

Limbert and Thomas Smith.

is some good material from which to
form a championship team. A truck|! pranch of the Young Men's Christian
wag dellivered to company L by the assnciation, is filling the puipit.
government yesterday, It belng tha|
first of the company's heavier equip-
ment to arrive here.

quarters will ba in Portland and the

Stores at Salem Robbed.

SALEM. Or., Dec 22 —(Speclal)—
Burglars late Tuesday night entered
the Economy grocery store and Ostrin
Bros.! confectionery store here and
stole §5 in money and considerable

merchandise,

Salem Calls Portland Pastor.

SALEM, Or., Dec. 22.—(S8pecial)—
Rev. Ward Wlllis Long, pastor of
Forbes Presbyterian church of Port-
land, ha®s been asked to accept the
pastorate of the Salem Presbyterian
church, to succeed ‘Rev. Thomas 8.
Anderson, who resigned recently to
locate in California., Pending the em-

Walters Are Incorporated.
a9

SALEM, Or., Dec. 22. — (Special.) —
Thea Independent Hotel and Restaurant

HEADACHE? | |

Most cases of headache are due .

-\

Il

to defective vision, which pro- oy

Give

Living
Cheerful, interesting and
appreciated long after most
things are laid away and
forgotten.

Canary Birds

i Tl L, | s sl
. singers in full song, Over 400 at ’ e ST
$5.00 and up. Call and see them Pressure COOker Store

and hear them sing.
“ the only store in the N. W. with

i] duces eyestrain.

Let me ecientifically examine
your eyes, find out tho defect and
overcome it with a pair of Per-
fect-Fitting Glasses—help you to
be “headacheless.”

DR. WHEAT

EYESIGHT
SPECIALIST

Pressure

-4 Cooker
!}ﬂ will save her 2 hrs.
every day.

Presents

.

Has over a hundred uses. Fries, bakes and roasts in one-third the
time of ordinary cooking. A simmer burner cooks an entire meal at
one time, saving two-thirds your fuel bill. Pays for itself in six months,

Free booklet mailed anywhere.

We have

THE ©. GEE WO

South of Yamhlll.J

“Bird Rooms” for your con- 191 Fourth Street.
venience in selecting. ) lﬂ‘lrilnl::’:::.
GOLD FISH —New shipment o
Bee Bee and Panama Parrots, Love just in, 85¢ to c. GER WO :.4‘!
Birds, etc. Plain and Fancy Cages 50¢ and up. 2 Y TN
Aquariums 25¢ .usoruu Sass

WARNING
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in the city and a loveldy lot of FLOWERING
FPLANTS. " FANCY and ORNAMENTAL and
EVERLASTING CHRISTMAS BASKETS.
Make your selection EARLY—we will deliver

Jater. Cards free. PUPPIB

21 years, and proved safe by millions.—Say “Bayer”!

Ca ou think of MORE : 3 RE YFUL

$0nE COMFARY Bioa TCUTE LITILE FOF o: b FARNUEBocT
-3 2 A 0 e our oW

Pet Stock Deparmen.t' in the basement. pa

CUT HOLLY — CEDAR ROPING — MISTLETOE
RED RUSCUS — WREATHS — CHRISTMAS TREES

SAFETY FIRST! Accept only an “unbroken package” of
genuine “Bayer Tablets of Aspirin,” which contains proper direc-
tions for Headache, Earache, Toothache, Neuralgia, Colds, Rheu-




