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PRICE FIVE CENTS

BENSON RIPS LID

OFF FOR PROBERS

Sweeping U. S. Inquiry
Favored by Admiral.

HIGHER-UPS WILL BE QUIZZED

Representative Steele Digs
for Political Influence.

TEXAS SENATOR NAMED

Hoilding Firm in Lone Star State
Makes Threats to Speed TUp
Clalm Settlement.

KW YOREK, Nov. 10.—Additional
evidence of alleged Irregularities and
pilsmanagement in the affaira of the
U ed States shipping board were in-
troduced today before the congres-
sional committee investigating the af-
fulrs of the board by J. F. Richard-
son, Asslstant secretary and statisti-
cian of committee.

The (nvestigatlan is baszed largely
wpon a report submitted by Mr. Rich-
ardson nd A. M. Fisher, secretary
and s=tatis “inpm of the committee,
after a vear's work.

the conclusion of today's seéssion
Walsh announcad that
Clements, executive
assistant to Admiral Benson, chalr-
man of the shipping board, would be
a witness LOMOTrToOW. Chairman
Walsh rend a telegram from Admiral
Benron, which stiated that the board
would not object to Commander
C nents testifying and that “the rec-
ords, ers and employes of the
board were at the disposal of the
commlittee at any time or place the
committes desired.”

Benson May Re Called.

Mr. Walsh sald Admiral Benson and
other officials of the board. as well
a3 Charles M. Schwab and Charles
Piez, former heads the smergency
fleet corporation, may be asked to ap-
pear, The hearjngs will be contin-
ued in New York for two weeks and
then It Is Jlikely, sald Chairlnan
Waish, that the committes will go to
FHilgdelphis and Washlogton.

Cross-sxamination by Representa-
tive Steele of Mr. Richardson took up
& considerable part of the afternoon
sesslon. Characterizing the witness'
previous testlmony as a “'general In-
dictment.,” Mr. Steele sought to bring
out specific instances of alleged *“po-
litical influence,” favoritism, ete.

The witness prefaced his reply to
the question asked with- the
statement that his report dld not pur-
port to fix any illegal act on the part
of any person.

Credit Is Given Board.
purpose of our criticism
“that we hope to bring out
conditions so that they may
be rectified by the shipplng board [t-
self. I want to give full eredit to the
board for Its achievemonts It had a
gigantic task—one of the greatest
ever met by man.”

Answering questions as to specifio
instances of alleged political Influ-
encs, he recited that he had been in-
formed that & shipbuilding firm In
Texas had “"threatened” to appeal to
sanator from that state to bring
about what was clalmed by the com-
pany to he a delay in a setilement of
an account. He added that he had
no knowledge as to what, if anything,
the senator did.

Another instance recitsd was that
former congressman had accom-
an officer of a shipbuilding
Washington to assist in ob-
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Ha added that he had no knowledge
of any shipyard or conutracting firm in
which a member of congress
terasied. He also sald he d4did
not eriticlse all of the allocation con-
tracts entered Into by the beard.

The witness also brought out in his

¥ incidents of what he tarmed
esnass {n the handling and pre-
serving of shipping board records.
In one of the southern districts, he
sald, desks and file cabinets were
disposed of without the contenis be-
ing removed and that thess records
acaltered and many of them
destroved, i

In one cass he testifled where f11-
Ing cases had been certified and sold
aan surplus, dupilcates wers pur-
chnsed but m short time later at *a
greatly Increased price™

Avcounts ¥Fpund JIrzeguinr.

He also charged sales of material
had been made withott proper in-
ventory. Regarding amortizing of
plants, he sald he had found Instances
where there were many thousands of
dollars difference
rendered to the shipping board and
thoses rendered to privats or munici-
val bodies of the same propertles. He
also sald he had found cases where
“rentals” were tneluded In valuations
presentod for settlement.

The sale of liberty bonds also camea
into the testimony of Mr. Richard-
son. Bonds were bought, he said. by
some of the companies with advance
funds and afterwards sold at dis-
count.

Efforts on the part of these com-
panles to be reimbursed by the board
for the discount losses wers not al-
lowed and the claimg withdrawn, as
were charges of pegrentage in sell-
ing to cover cost of welling cam-

paignga. .
Operators who run their own ves-

(Continged on Page 2. Columa 3.}
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BURGLARS PREY ON 12
HOMES; FOUR JAILED

OPERATIONS BEGIN AT 7%
CONTINTE TILL DAWN.

T. R JR. MAY GET
PLAGE IN GABINET

Post of Secretary of La-
bor Considered.

:30

Dwellers in All Parts of Cliy Re-
port Intruders and Police

Pass Busy Night.

More than a dozen robberies and
attempted robberiss were investigated |
by the police before midnight last |
night. Prowlers were reported from |

the city, and motoreycie Nﬂuu Alsn MEN"U"ED
and patrol were kept busy answerlng |
summons of frightened or irate house-
holders. In the majority of Instances
the intruders were routed before §
their self-appointed tasks were fairly
beagun.

The home of T. F. Metcalf, 1284
East Yamhlill street., was entered dur-
Ing the absence of the famlily. The
loot conssted of a 32-20 Colt's revolv- |
ér, a woman's purse, & diamond Ia-
valller and a baby's silver blb holder.
No trace of the burglar was found.

By using a jJimmy on a bedroom
window mnother robber equipped him-
self with a revolver.from the home of
W. N. Bponangle, 909 Borthwick ave-
nue. Other missing articles [neclude-a
gold dollar stickpin of 1851 and an
agate stickpin. A neighbor stated
that she heard A man jump from the
window about 7:30 P. M., No clue is
avallable.

A third robbery was at the home of
H. 8. Tuthill,' 1611 East Salmon street.
Entrance was gnined through a slde
window, the house was ransacked and |
the thief made good his escape. Ow-
ing to the fact that the famlily Is in
Callfornia, It was not possible to as-
certaln the amount of loss.

Other reports, none of which re-
sulted in arrests, follow. Mrs, A, L.
Flelds, 505 East Twenty-eighth street,
burglar trying to break In through
slde door 9:30 P. M, no loss, M.
Manvi 636 East Elighteenth street
North, burglar at 9:30 P. M., woke up
and frightened thief away: F. H.
Davis, 823 Commerclal strest, burglar
at 7:30 P, M, no logs; 8. W. North-
cutt, 733 East Sixty-second street,
burglar surprised at work by son
Ray. no loss.

R, A. Ripley. uniformed patrolman,
arrested Chorles E. Shepard, 18, son
of E. W, Bhepard, and Willis Prather,
16, son of Harry Prather of the Mount
Scott nelghborhood. The boys took
tha officers A room where they
had & cache of & revolver, rifle, ghot-
gun, kodak, mask, fileld glasses and
encough ammunition to have glad-
dened the heart of a pollu. The boys
are sald to have confessed to stealing
the artieles from a house near Island
City station. They were held on that
charge. '
Othar suspicious persons arrested
ware Phllllp Ocampo and.John Elos,
who were found by Patrolmeén Falr
and Drike Ocampo carried a 45 anu-
tomatic pistol, while Rios had a
razor-edged stiletto. They were
booked on a charge of carrying con-
cealed weapons.

Hughes and Taft Are Eyed
for Supreme Bench.

FOUR VACANCIES LIKELY

Chief Justice White and Holmes,
Duy and McKenna Eligible
Under Retirement Law.

THE OREGONTAN NEWS BEUREAT,
Washington, D. C., Nov. 10.—From
what would be generally accepted as
reliable authority comes the informn-
tion that Colonel Theodore Roosevelt,
Bon of the late president, will be
asked to cacupy a place in the cablnet
of President-slect Harding.

It is sald that the post of secratary
of labor 1s to be offered to Colonel
Roosevelt, although he Is regarded
qualified for any one of three or
four good places which the new presi-
dént will have to offer. While per-
sons who ought to know are respon-
sib’e for the report that Roosevelt s
corsidered for labor chlef thera Is
Eood reason for doubt that President-
elect Harding has committed himself
to any hard and fast purpose to put
the ex<president’s son in that place.

as

At

Californian Is Mentloned.

There have been persistent rumors
that John I. Nolan, representative in
congresa from Califormla, s in the
lead for appointment as secretary of
labor. Mr. Nolan more nearly speaks
for orguanized Ilabor In congress than
any other man. He I8 a meéember of
the Iron moulders’ union and since
his electlon several vears ago, largely
through the support of labor, he has
developed Into one of the strong fig-
urez in congress.

*Fle has the absolute confldence of
labor, &8 shown by the recent election
results. When Samuel Gompers, presi-
dent of the American Fedsration of
Labor, Issued his famoux edict to
labor to get In lina for James M. Cox
for president, Reprasentative Nolan
came out with a counter statement
caliing for labor's support of Harding.
The relative Influence of the two men
ls measured by the fact that 97 per
cent of tha labor vote followed Nolan
into the republican party.

It is sald that less than 1 per cent
of tha labor wvote In Ean F¥rancisco
was cast for Cox and the election re-
turns from that city indicate that
the working class went strongly for

Lo

SIBERIAN STATE PLANNED

Independent Far Eastern Republic

Is Proclaimed at Chita.

TOKIO, Nov. 10.—(By the Asso-
clated Press )_—The provisional com-

HARDING WINS BATTLE
WITH BIG GAME FISH

TARPON IS HAULED IN AFTER
15-MINUTE STRUGGLE.

President-Elect Gives $2500
Assist Literary Digest In
Saving War Destitute.

POINT ISABEL, Tex, Nov. 10.—(BY
the Associated Press ) — President-
elect Harding landed his first tarpon
today and came back from the Point
Isabel fishing grounds looking proud-
er than he did when a week ago late
elaction figures confirmed his over-
whealming majority for the presi-
{!ens:}'.

The catch measured four feest and
five inches, a falr slzed prize as tar-
pons go, and Mr. Harding handled the
reel unassisted while the big fish
raced back and forth through the wa-
ter in its furlous attempts to gel
away. It was pulled in just 16 min-
utes after it took the balt

Mrs. Harding shared the honors of
the day, for she also hooked & tarpon.

it was almost & six-fogter, how-
ever, and she did not try to land it
She passed the rod over to Senator
Hale, a guest of the president-elect
and his wife on thelr vacation trip.
and he brought it in after a struggls
of more than a half hour.

Senator Harding again spent the
whole day on the tarpon fields, three+
miles off shore, passing up an ideal
golf day to devote himself to the
sport to which he was introduced yes-
terday. His fishing will be inter-
rupted tomorrow, however, when he
goes to Brownsville. 24 miles away, to
deliver an Armistice day address. He
probably will give over the whale
day to the trip, playing a game of
golf at the Brownsville Country club
before dellvering his address.

Mr. Harding, within 48 hours after
election day, contributed $2500 to the
Literary Digest chlld feeding fund for
the rellef of 3,500,000 destitute and
starving children in Europe. His
contribution was announced tonlght
as among the first Iln $183,000 col-
lected to date which the Literary
Digest started with its own subsarip.
tion of $25,000 at the urgeént appeal
of Herbert Hoover.

From Marlon, O.. on November 4,
\r. Harding forwarded his check and
telegraphed:

~I have just now read your eplendid
appeal to the people of America in
bahalf of 3,500,000 of unfortunate
children in central and southeastern
Europe who are the helplesa wictims
of the great war. Becsuss such &
movement for relief reveals the true
heart of America; becausa it bespenks
an American desire to play a great
people’'s part in relleving and restor-
ing God's own children, T want to
commend and support your noble
undertaking. In seeking God's bhless-
ing for ourselves, I am sure he will
bless us the more abundantly If we
share our good fortune In acts of
gympathy and human fellowship. 1
wish you a satccess which will reveal
anew the unselfishness of our great
prople. I am forwarding you my
check for $2600 by mull today.”

to

NEW ORLEANS, Nov. 10.—Presi-
dent-alect Harding will be the guest
of the New Orleans Association of
Commerce at a luncheon November
12 & few hours before he salls for

mission which has been confcring at

+ {Conciluded on FPage 2,
Chita, Siberia, with the view of ps- -

Column 2.)

{Conciuded on Page 1, Column 1.}

“VICTIM” NOT INSIDE
VAULT WHEN OPENED

FEAR FOR TELLER OF BANK
CATUSES FRANTIC FIGHT.

4.0, SPENCERKILLS
atLF, SHOOT3 WIFE

Financial Worries Upset
Mind of Attorney.

Fleelng Robber Drops £50.000
Wosa Frightened Away—0f1r1i-
cial Thought Locked In.

OTTAWA, T1l.,, Nov., 11.—After elec-
trie torches and dynamite had been
used throughout the night in efforts |
to free Francls Carey, bank :nl!er.'WUMAH EXPEGTEB TB UVE
from a time-locked vault in the Na-| ||
tional City bank here, In which It was
believed he had been locked early
last mnight by a robber, who took
$50,000 from the safe but dropped It
when frightened away, the safe was
foun@ emnty.

After attempts to Joosen the door
with electric torches and amall
charges of dynamite had falled. a
call was sent to the Jollet peniten-
tiary for safeblowers belleved to be
in prison there
were made for
Chicago
warden

Life Hang's in Balance for
Many Hours at Hospital.

FAMILY LIFE PEACEFUL

and arrangements
a =peclal traln from
te bring them here. The
reported, however, that he
had only a few *“old-Tashioned safe-
crackers who would be of no use on
a modern time vault.”

About 7:30
stepped out of

Trouble With Stock Farm
Suffering From Paralytie
Stroke Causes Derangement,

and

Terrenca Connolly
the rear door of a
store next to the bank and noticed
a man standing nearby. Connolly
took out his watch, and the stranger
apparently thinking Connolly was
drawing a2 revolver, ran, dropplng a
bundle. The bundle contained $50,-
000, later discovered to be missing
from the bank.

Charles Taylor, president of the
banl, set the tlme lock as he left
the bank, fIxing it to open automat-
feally at 8 A. M., Friday, as the bank
would be clused tomorrow, Armistice
day,

725-POUND JULIET WEDS

Don't Let Her

Behuyler C. Spencer, well-known
Portland lawyer and mémber of the
Iaw firm of Wilbur, Spencer & Beck-
ett, was dead, and his wife, Mre. Naom1 |
Spencer, lay dangerously wounded at
8t. Vincent's hospital last night as |
a result of the temporary mental|
derangement of Mr. Spencer, during |
which he made an ineffectuml effort |
to slay his wife, and then turned|
his revolver tpon himself. Mr. Spen- |
cer died almost instantly with a bullet
wound through h's heart

Mrs. Spencer for several hours was
not expected to live, but at St. Vin-
cent's hospital It was announced by
attending physicians that she prob-
ably will recover unless complica-
tions =et In ams a result of & bullet
wound in the abdomen.

Sit on Yon, Justice

Warns . 155-Pound Husband.

LOS ANGELESR, Cal, Nov. 10.—A
bride welghing 725 pounds wan
brought home tonight by John H.
Hamlilton, employed by a lLos An-
geles machinery company, who welighs
156. The bride, formerly Miss Alma
Zmily Selm of Venlece, Cal, was at-
tended at the wedding, which took
place at Santa Ana, Cal., by her sister,
Mirs. L. C. Kring, whe welghs 420
pounds.

The bride and bridegroom are the
same age—237.

“She's a mighty fine girl; dut don't
ever iet her smit on you," advised J. B,
Cox, justice of the peace, 4fter he
had finlshed the marricge ceremony.

RAILWAY LOAN REFUSED

Southern Pacific Application for

Government Aid Is Denied.

WASHINGTON, Nov, 10.—The in-
terstate commerce commission today
denled application of the Southern
Pacific rallroad for a government
loan of $5,028,000 to ald it in purchas-
ing new equlipment.

The raliroad falled to show that it
was unable to provide jtself with
funds from other sources, the
mission aald.

Worrles Cause Derangement.

The attempted killlng and =ulcide
toock place at the Spencer residence,
1136 Thurman street, Willameatte
Helghts, shortly after 7 o'clock yes-
terday morning. The mental derange-
ment was brought on by overwork
and financial difficultiss invelving a
valuable stock farm which Mr,
cer owned near Forest Grove.

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer wers just
arising for the day when Mr. Spencer
suddenly reached for his revelver,
which bung in a holster above bhis
bed, and shot hix wife as she siood
near the door of her dressing room.
Screaming with fright, Mrs. Bpencer
ran from the room. Just ad
reached the door another shot from
her husband's revolver struck her in
the right leg.

Fatal Shot Is Henard.

Mr. Spencer then ran to the door
and locked it and sent another bullet
crashing throogh his heart

Mrs. Spencer ran to the door of the
room ‘occupied by Mrs. Dorris Jones,
housekeeper, and her two
mnd beckoned the woman to go with
her downstalrs. As Mrs, Jones whia
asglsting Mrs. Spencer down the stalr-
‘way they could hear the muffled re-
port f the gun which ended Mr.

Spen-

she

daughters,

of
| Spencer's life.

com-=-

tablishing a Siberian state, has Issuesd

Due tz the sxcitement and narvous

a proclamation declaring the forma-
tion of an Independent far pastern

TWO YEARS AGO TODAY.

tensjon undsr which she was labor-
Ing, Mrs, Jones Yorgot about her
year-old baby, who was still aslesp

4

1
4

Riberlan republle, econtrolling the
whole territory from the EBalkal
region sastward.

Whether the new governmeont will
commuand adequate suppert is prob-
lematical

The “white™ military teadera are
holding aloof and tne Viadivostok

government s disinclined to submit
to the merger.

GERMANS IGNORE PLEDGE

Books Stolen

From Louvain Not Restored.

NEW YORK, Nov. 10.—Germany
hat not yet restorad a singlie bhook
or manuscript of the collection car-
ried off or burned during the wmack
of the histori¢c library of Louvain,
the rector, P. Ladeuzs, today In-
formed the national committes of the
United States for the restoration of
the Unjiversity of Louvain.

The value of the stolen treasures
whose return was pledged by the
treaty of Veraailles may be fixed by
the Germans at 5000000 francs, he
saild in a letter.

THREAT IS MADE LEGION

Warning Not to Try Parade in Co-
Ilnmbus, O., 1Is Given.

COLUMBUS, O, Nov. 10.—A warn-
ing not to “iLry to get away with” a
parade of ex-service men arranged
for tomorrow In connection with the
Armistice day celebration was found
tonight under the door of the Ameri-
ean Legion headquarters here, The
warning, which was unalgned and
which was turned over to the depart-
| ment of justice, read:

“Don’'t try to get away with that
rparadc. We spoiled one. We will
sand your war-lovers to hell™

and Manuscripts
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COUnTRY WAS

FIRE THREATENS MILL

Power Company Biaze Endangers
Plant at Springfield.

EUGENE. Or,, Nov. 10.—Thae
sawmil]l of the Booth-Kelly Lumber
company at Springfield narrowly
escaped destruction by fire tonight
when the fuel bin of the Mountain
Htates Power company, only a few
feer away from the mill, was do-
stroyed.

The logs to the power company ls
about §5000, according to officlals.of
the company. The origin of the [fire '
is unknown.
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CELEBRATING

THF_ DOVGH BOXS TP TO BERLIN

WWAS CAL-EDT OFF

HEY KEPT \
THE OLD FLRC

FLYING AS

|
PROVDLY AS !

A\-\_u TR KA\SEWR

S TARTED S AWING W oo
IN HOVLAND

in her room. Her daughter., Finls
rushed back to the boedroom &nd res
cued the infant, while her mother ran [
to the neighbore for assisiance. |
At the command of Mrs. Spencer,
Mrs, Jones was seoking outslde help.
With her hand clasped over the wound
in her abdomen, Mrs, Spencer strug-|
gled to a telephone and called for.
Dr. B, A. Sommer. l
“Come at once, Schuyler has shol]
me,”” she gasped through the tele-
phone. |

Police Enter Through Window.

Nelgnbors who were aroused by the|
shots summoned the police, and |
motorcyele men and detectives ha--i
| tened to the Spencer home. Dr. Som- |
| mer arrived at about the same time |
‘;u:.j gave first-ald assistance to Mrs.'
Spencer. He then directed her re-
moval to St. Vineent's hospital, where
he sttended her throughout the day.

Folice were compelled to obtain a
ladder and crawl through a window
to reach Mr. Spencer. He was dead
when they arrived. Deputy Coroner
Goetsch then took charge of the body.
It was removed later to the Holmun
undertaking establishment,

It 18 known that AMr. Spencer had
worried considernbly over financial
troubles during the past week, and
both he and Mrs, Spencer had been
having long discussions concerning
his financlal affairs for the past sev-
eral days. Last Sunday they wisited
the stock farm near Forest Grove,
where a discussion concerning the
stock farm is sild (o bave been an
extended ono.

Close friends of the family insist.
howover, that there had been no trou-
ble of any kind between Mr. Spencer
and his wife. Their home |'fe had
been jdeal at all thmes, they sald, and
Mr. Spencer was always solicitous for
his wife's comfort.

Wife Is Third Mrs. Spencer.

Mrs. Spencer was his third wife,
having married her in Portland about
ten vears ago. She is 48 years old
and the widow of C. E. Hogg, whao,
before his denth. was a prominent
ralirpad financler and promot r. Mrs
Spencer was born in England, where
#he me: her first husband. Her first
marriage occurrod In New York clty.
Mr, Hogg was the man who financed
the old Oregon-Tacific, later known
as the Corvallls & Eastern raflroad.

Mr. Spencer was b8 years old and
a native of Indiana. lie was first
married at Valparaiso, Ind., about
32 vears ngo. He was divorced from
his first wife. He ¢came to Portiand
in 1802, He was married hera sevoral
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PO \ertamns t oness DAOLALL PEACE

cuen vivvs 1o coveme [\ MAJORSLIKELY

OUSLY, TRAPS ALL.

West Point Officers Helpless ‘l!o—’

o e oo |Belligerent  Clubs Wil
| | Confer Today.

WEST POINT, N. Y.
Elghteen officers—stratagists
most of them
graduats school of war — and
picked the
academy,
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the Invineibls
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MARSHALL, Tex.,
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