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WHAT A PLURALITY DOES,

Five candidates are on the repub-
Ncan prim~ry ballot for president in
Oregon. ). '‘the name of Mr., Taft
had been ir, wded, as proposed by
certain of h.l.mw..tound and over-
enthusiastic a rors, the number
would have bean increased by one,
making six in all. Now The Ore-
gonian has a letter written by Mr.
Taft, In which he emphasizes the
fact that his candidacy here could
only have the effect of increasing the
chances of endorsement of a candi-
dute whom he earnestly opposes—
Mr. Johnson. That the situation is
clearly apprehended by Mr.®Taft is
shown by a paragraph in his letter:

The lasue batwern radicaliem represented
by Mr. Johnson and reguilanr and progres-
eive republicanism. represanted by the olher
eandidates In Oregon, 18 & very Important
one, and thes use of my name, whether in
zool faith or not, In such conteat could
not but strengthen the radical side of that
coniroversy by dividing the vole for regu-
lar and progresalve republicaniam.

Readers of The Oregonian may re-
call that on April 8 it voiced its ob-
jection to the forced Taft candidacy
in Oregon by saying that il would be
of "distinet ald te Mr. Johnson,”
whether so intended or nmot. So It
would have been. ’

No one can read intelligently the
primary election returns from Michl-
gan or Nebraska without learning
anew the full lesson of their signifi-
cance, which is that several candi-
dutes cannot beat one candidute in &
primary, Complete returns from
Michigan show that Johnson re-
celved 156,939 votes, Wood 112,568,
T.owden 62,418, Hoover 523,504,
Pershing 17,971, Simpson 3857, and

more cxtensive than any that France
NOW - Proposes,
This diversity

of interest among

the ullles Is Germany's upportunlt,\'.l

It has only to Inspire its secret agents
to dwell especially on' British and
Itulian advantage to be derived from
lenfency to Germany and on French
vengefulness, or to hint to IPrince
that it has heen left to it8 own rve-
sonrees by its allies, in order to pro-
duce fricticn. If the United Stites
wWera @ party to the trenty and con-
sequently an active party to
lied conferences, it wanld be the
means of preserving harmony among
them, of bringing them inte’ agree-
ment on a poliey and holding them
to It and of removing frictlon as
soon as it arose. Unlike them, it has
no special interest to sarve, but has
only a general interest in common
with them in rendering Germany
powarless for further harm by rooi-
Ing out the remnants of militarism,
For that reason it is qualified to
mediate between them. If the 1/nited
Btates hud played this part, Germany
probably would not have attempted
to evade its obligations or would
have been pramptly disciplined. We
lose by not having a hand in enforoe-
iag the treaty, for we feel the ill ef-
fects of the disturbed condition
which results from its viclation.

HOW THE SCHEME WOREKS,

A good example of the extent to
which estimates are padded by de-
partment officials in the effort to get
as large appropriations as possible
out of congress was glven by Sena-
tor Smoot. He sald he was afraid
the appropriaticn committee had not
cut & certain item enough bechuse
the chief clerk of a certain division
asked him what the subcommittes
had done with it. He then related
this dialogue:

1 sald, T think the =mub-r
solhg te out the amaunt™ H
not eul It more than 235 per cent
O . af
miare we anlicipate
cannot along with
25 per "4

So the ¢fficials follow the method
of the storekeaper who privately
marks prices up, then publicly marks
them down again. The catl now be-
ing out of Lthe bag and congress
Knowing that estimates are padded
per centl in expectation of a re-
duction, we may expect the padding
to be inc¢reased to 50 per cent in
order still to get ahead of congress.

It is to stop thi= game thut a
budget system with an independent
audit of expenditurex under sole re-
sponsibility to congress Is necessary.
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1of higher development than the
iplants with which we are familiar.
| “Plants would therefore exist com-
pared with which our highest forms,
such as dai=ies und nsters, are simple
and rudimentary.” It is neverthe-
fless  inconcelvable that any plant,
however high in the seale, could held
communication with the human race.

Mr. Talman will find many to
agree with him when he adds that
*If life has bean produced at all on
other pianels than our own it has
assumed forma of which we know
nothing.” It may for example,
that thoese are neither animal nor
veggial, bul are life forms of which
we are quite unable to conceive. Life
is so plastic, so protean, that it chal-
lenges overy Jaw of probability:
nothing is exciuded from the cata-
logun of thing= that might be true.
While the quest for @ means of dom-
munication with our nelghbor worlds
continues to occupy our sclentists,
there is a kind of ecomfort for lay-
men in the thought that the guess
of plain John Jones is for the present
every bit as good as that of Professor
Lowell., and that In the szame of
specuiation the layman can have as
much fun as the wisest scientist that
lives.

be,

WHY SUGAR GOES UP.

Soaring price of sugar is in large
degree due to withdrawal of govern-
ment control when President Wilson
refused to exercize the powers con-
ferred on him by the McNary law to
continue existence of the equaliza-
tion board, Uncontrollable economic
causes have forced the price to an
abnormal figure, but they are the
more reason why the government,
strictly as a wur measure, should in-
tervene to prevent greod from grati-
fyving itsell in the present opportun-
(IR

The Cuban crop was offercd to the
equalization board last summer at a
price Ay below that now prevailing,
and the board recommended jis
caplance, but the president took ne
aclion, and the Cubans sold in the
world market at & high price, Ameri-
can refiners securing only a fraction
of the total. An open market wilh
a short supply gives the growers an
opportunity to charge all that the
traffic will bear, and they doubtless
muke the meost of I Refiners say
that their profit is but a fraction of a
cent, and biame is placed sucessively
on growers, wholesalers and retail-
ers, who in turn, with the possible
oexception of growers, pass tha blame
around again. Control assured the
producer a falr price and limited the
costs which were added for refining

ne-

wiuy?
Chairman BucHtel, of the public|
utilities comAmission, has aroused 4he
wrath of certain citizens of Astoria |
because the commission has inter-
ceded in the Astoria rate cawse, It is
contendoed there that the commission
should have ' kept hands off, if It
could not support the Astoria view.
What is the Astoria view? It was
once that it was entitled to terminal
rall rates on a parity with the cities
of Puget sound,

Poindexter (the favorite son of our
sister state) a grand total of 2662.
The eombined opposition to Johnson.,
repregenting almost in its entirsty
the genservative thought and pur-
pose of the republican party, dis-
closies a majarity of 95,038 against
himi: “Yet -on the face of these re-
turns he appears to have had a great
triuvmph.

It was much the same in Nebrasksa,
where the conservietive forces di-
vided between Wood and FPershing.
Johnson ran away from the field, vet
actually he falled by about 10,000 to
Ccarry & majority.

Hive the experiences of Nebraska
and Michigan no meaning for Ore-

gon T

ALLIES' CAUSE OF FRICTION,

Onege more it 1= announced that
the allles have settled all their dif-
ferences, that all harmony and
that with a united froent they will
compel Germany to fulfil the treaty.
Such  announcements would gain
more oredence If they had not been
made before, soon to be followed by
new friction and new conferences
which, brought the uallies together
agunin.

The allies periodically disagres
because all have not the same in-
terest in doing any one of the things|
on which agreement necessary.
France feels that its sufety demands
demobllization and disarmament of|
Germany to the peoint fixed by the
treaty, and that restoration demands
prompt payment of reparation in-
demnity and full delivery of the
stipuluted amount of coal. There-
fore IFrunce occupies more Garman
territory in order to enforce com-
pliance with the allies” terms.

Having put the German fiecl out)
of existence, Britain feeis free from |
danger, From the taxpayers comes
n demiand for retrenchment, from
the working men a demiund for re.
duced armament, for a limit to for-
elgn activity and for concentration
on radieal internal reconsiruction.
The Britlsh business wants Lo revive |
foreign trade, especially to work the |
once rich filelds of Germany and
Russia. Brituin, having no devas-
tated area like that of France, feels
no such pressing need of reparation
payments as does its neighbor.
Hence opposition to more military
occupation with proposals to give
Goermany time to get on its feet.

Italy has no cause to fear German
dgeression and wants to cil expenses
with an ax, therefore refuses to take
part in more military occupitions
and stendily reduvces its army. Its |
money elaim to reparation from Ger-
many is comparatively small, but it
needs conl and steel nbova zll things.
and Germany 8 its8 npearest and
vhenpest source of supply. The troaly
awnards Italy considerable coal sup-
plies, butl internal disordgrs prevent
Germany from delivering them. Italy
aiso needs raw muaterial and food
from abroad, but the adverse rate of
exchange combines with high ocean
*freight to make the cost almost pro-
hibitlve. Belshevism is rampant
among the peasantry and spreads
readily among a people that
on half rations Itnly wants eco-
nomic messures taken .In  order
that Geormany may  revive industrs
agnd mine coal and Lthat Ttaly
may buy food and raw material.
These, together with coal, would sel
Ttalian industry in operation to pro-
gmce goods for export In exchuarge
for the commodities npmed and to
lower exchange, and would quiet the
people. For these reasons Italy s
practioatly of one mind wilh Britain,
Rut both of these countrics seo that,
if they do not maintain & united
front with France. Germany may
defy them o enforce the treaty, and
that then they would either have to
throw away all tbe fruits of victory
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or undertake mlitary operations
£

The historic contention of Port-
land is that it is entitled to rail rates
below the Puget sound rates, because
of the cheaper hanl and the shorter
distance over the Columbia water
grade,

Now the contention of Astoria 1is
that it is entitled not only to rates
on & parlty with Sound terminals
but that Portland, one hundred miles
nearer the Columbia basin, is not en-
titled to lower rates thun Astorip—
that they must be kept on a level
with the Astoria rates,

Why should not the Oregon pub-
lie utilities commission seek to serve
the shippers of the state by procur-
ing for them lower rates than (o
Puget sound?

Why should the public utilities
commission seek to serve the cities
of Puget sound by aiding them, by
Iinaction or otherwise, to prevent
lower rates to the principal terminal
and port of Oregon?

The c¢ase Tor Portland
for Oregon.

is the case

LIFE ON OTHER PLANETS.

It is tmpossible to reason from any

known Hypothesis upon the possibil-
ity that life exists on planets other
then. our own. Because of this the
subject = highly attractive to those
who like to (ndulge in pure specula-
tion, unhampered by restrictions of
any sort. Scientists realize that re-
search almost alway=s in the end
reaches at leust temporary im-
pitsse, from which there is no escape
except by a daring assumption. Such
wn attempt to escape from » scien-
tific cul de sac was that of Professor
Lowell, whose conclusion that the
canuls of Mars are indubitable evi-
dence of existence of n people of
high intelligence Is as good as any
other conclusion until it hus leon
disproved, Mere assertion that' the
markings that T the surface of
Mars are not ecanals will not be suf-
ficient to dizcredit the Lowellian the-
ory In the light of cur present lack
of knowledge of other worlds,
As the correspondent whose letter
printed in another column sug-
gests, it doss not follow that if Mars
is Inhabited its people resemble even
in the remotest respect the denlzens
of earth. Yet the ancients who crp-
ated gods in their own image did =o
because it was virtually lmpeossibie for
them to conceive af a being wholly
different from man, and wa have not
greatly developed our imaginations
in this respect since their time. We
still think of canal building in terms
of manual labor, requiring hands and
fect, anid of thought #s a process
originating in an organ called the
brain. We have not succeeded In
gotting much beyond this In all the
ages in which we have pondered the
subject. We ssc¢ and hear and feel,
and experience sensations of joy and
apprehension, of greged and of satis-
fled, ambition, and when we create
new beings in our minds we invarl-
ably endow thefn with these attri-
butes, Our ouijen board enthusiasts
and our trance, mediums conjure
from the realms of the unknown ne
beings that are not essential repiicas
of man,

Only oceasgionally a speculative
philosopher gets out of the rut. .
Fitzhugh Talman, who writes on the
subject In the Scientific American.
has been unable wholly to discard
our theory of evolution, but he {s
original in other ways. Ho nofes that
“on our own planet the development
of life apparently entered, at an early
stivge. on two diverses roads.” He
finds no redason for supposing, how-
ever, that the course of events hus
been the same In every other world,
It may be that on Mars oniy plant
life exists. And assuming, as scien-
tists, do, that Mars may have supe
ported life longer than the earth,
these plant forms might reasonably

il
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and distribution. How muech it saved
to the consumer is indicated by the
rapid advance In price since It was
removed, Attorney-General Palmer's
prosecution of profiteers is ineffec-
tive, and the public is left to rely on
aconomie law to increase the supply
and thus to reduce the price.

These causes have operated all
around the world to raise the cost of
sugar for Americans. Before the
wiar practically all the Cuban and
Forto Rican crops came 1o the
United States. War cutl off the Rus-
sian beet sugar supply from western
Europe, shut the product of the
central empires In those countries,
and destroyed many beet fields and
refineries in France and Belgium.
Britain's usual supply was thus cut
off und it began to draw heavily on
Cubn, thus lu;t'Ing the United States
short. Much sugar was grown in
Java, but suhmarines made ships so
scarce that nons could be spared for
the long voyage to Eurcpe. The onae
opening for this country to make
good the deficiency was to grow
more beets, but beet-growing requires
much cheap labor and the war sent
probably o mijllilon men to Europe to
rght before the United States inter-
vened, practically stopped immigra-
tion and sent wages up beyond reach
of best.growers, so far as muech (n-
arease In production was concerned.
Whichever wuy we turned for sugar,
we encountered the war ut some
angle.

The one
present high
last long.

consolation about the
price Is that it cannot
It will lead people in all
countries to grow sugar cape and
beets until the supply will be ade-
quate for all, ocean freight will fall
and the price will go down, but VOATS
will probably pass before we shall
agidin be able to buy sugar at the

good old price of 18 or 20 pounds four
u dollar.

MISSOUREI CASTS OUT REED,

Missourl democracy In state con-
vention left no doubt how it stood in
the fizght between President Wilson
und _Senntor Reed. It straddled the
fssue ip regurd to the league of na-
tions; It was silent about prahibition,
although heer has done much to
mnke 85t, Louls famous: but it did
not hesitale Lo strike down the man
whose democratic mind ran In op-
position to that of the president.

That convention at Joplin was one
of the old-time, uproarious demo-
ertitic. kKind. It remained in session
a1l night, eager for the battle. It
had so many fist fights among dele-
gales that they aptracted atitention
only from those who were near the
combatunts, Though It was the first
convention in which women had sat
as delegates, it was such a rough
house that the entire police force of
Joplin was unable to keep arder.

Senator Reed was marked for
punishment because he was the one
democrat who joined the death bat-

ns agpressively as did cither Sena-
tor Borah or Senator Johnson, Thia
was the crowning offense of many,
in the eye of those who follow Wil-
son yithout swerving. He had free-
Iy criticised the Tederal reserve bill,
he had heaped scorn on the Clayton
anti-trust law, he had condoned thae
sinking of the Lusitania, he had op-
posed conseription, he had bitterly
fought the food control bill and he
bad opposed other war measures of
the adminisiration. His name was
anathema al the White House, and
the Wilson men were determinoed
that he should have no part in
naming the ocandidate to suceeed
Wilson. The demand that he be
cgst ont came from the country and
the small towns, where the falthtul
tuke their democracy straight, just
asg it is served out to them by the
big chief at Washington: XKansas
City to a man and 8{. Louis almost
to & man stood by himm—the former
cily becnuse it is his home,
Reed's.friends did not waste am-
munition in the wvain effort to have
him elected delegute-at-large. They
elected him delegute from Jackson
county, which includes Kunsas City
and comprises the fifth congressional
district. Such elections require ap.
proval by the state convention, but
rospect for home rule has urually
made thut a mere form,. By naming

Lbe expected to have reached a stage,ltecd as a digtrict delegate they en-.

talfon senators and fought the league

listed in his support all to whom
that principle appealed and held in
line some delegates from the two blg
cities who resenled his opposition to
the league. But the mass of dele-
gates was 50. determined to repudi-
ate Heed as a representative of de-
mocracy that it swept a=zide custom,
local rights to representution and
the imminent danger of a bolt and
loss of the state, and rejected Reed
by a vote of 1070 to 490,

Joe Shannon and Tom FPendersast,
the two bosses of Kansas City, tried
to galn time and wear out the weary
convention by fighting to have alter-
nntes to the delegates at lurge elect-
ed, but were defeated and when the
chairman refused a record vole the
convention became a riot. Jackson
county was called on to name its
delegutes, and it named Reed among
the number. A substitute motion
that Reed’'s name "be rejected and
that Jackson county name another
person let Joose a storm that lasted
an hour. The defiant reply was
made that Jackson county stood
firm for Reed or none. Colonel
E. M. Harber of Kansas City, pro-
testing his fidelity 10 the league and
the democratic ticket, pleaded for
the right to home rule, Frank M.
Curles of 8t. Louls replied with the
tale of Reed's offenses, which ante-
dated the league, and =ald that the
senator “equivocated and condoned
until he lad the country to wonder
whether Missouri was not more pro-
German than pro-American.” He
won an ovition when in reply to a
n:‘e:iaticn where he was in the war he
S -

I was in the fimt officers’ tralning
camp. went Into the army and came out &
lisgtenant-colanel

He said that when the lengue cov.
enant was written, “Recd met it with
malignant hate for the president,
hale for the world and hate for all
human world—hate—hate.”

Another plea for home rule by
Floyd E. Jacobs, a volunileer ex-
soldier, was accompanlied by a plain
threat of a bolt, causing loss of the
state and the presidency. J. G. L.
Harvey, Reed's law partner, strove
in valn for a hearing, his voice be-
ing drowned In a storm of hoots and
higses, One of the most effective
anti-Reed speeches was made by
Mrs. W. W. Martin of Cape Girar
deau, who sald:

One of the most
boenn to  explain
womean Yolerza., To
aon and send his

desperate problems has
Senator Reed to the

¥y that wao love Wil-

atest political enemy
io the convontion | not logic to wWeoimen
We know bui one way to Lie represanted,
not to send n man tied hand and foot., bul
te pick one who thinks as we do,

The intensity of Kansas Clty's bit-
terness at the repudiation of Reed is
shown by the comment of the Star,
which said that to deny the people
of the fifth district the right to se-
leet thelr own representatives “is to
deny democracy” and that the state
caonvention "“"showed itself fundamen-
tally autocratic and distrustful of
democracy.”"

Reed was quoted as saving that
the uction of the convention meany
that "“Missouri will go republican
next fall by 75.000 to 100.000." He
sald he would not contgst the de-
cision, but “I'm going ta Missouri in
ten days and—."" He left the sen-
tence unfinished, but the dispatch
adds: "His manner Iindicated that
things will begin to happen aftey he
reaches his home state.”

This trinmph for Wilson over the
most persistent rebel! in his party
was not unqualified. The convention
indorsed the league covenant and
accepted the assurances of the presi-
dent that it neasds no change, *“yet,™
the platform sald, **we are willing to
accept the ratification of the treaty
with such reservations as do not lm-
pair or vitiate In the least degree
the primary object of the ¢ovenant.'™

To sum up the whole mutter, Mis-
souri democracy is against Reed and
is for Wilson and the league, but is
willing to accept ressrvations,
though Wilson has sald that any res-
ervations, strict or mlild, would nul-
lify the covenant. For this equivo-
cal declaration of faith it s pre.
pared to risk loss of a stute which
has already shown decided leanings
toward republicanism in several suc-
cessive presidential elections.

The carmen and the company
show an appreciation of community
interest that i1s commendable in ex-
tending the plresent wage scale a
year, There are no bolsheviki on the
platforms.

 —

The judge who sentenced a man
gullty of tampering with the mails to
25 seconds in jfall .must have been
under the misapprehension that he
had only stolen 'a few aulomobiles.

General Plisudski is leading the
Poles in thelr offensive aguinst the
Russian reds. The only hope we can
see for the reds Is to engage Genoral
Pilsner to repel the attack,

A school for moonshiners is re-
ported from Lox Angeles as being
quite the latest thing. Way hehind
the times. The federal courts began
schooling ‘em long ago.

The record for butterfat has
swung to “Plaln Mary.," a Jersey, to
stay until some one brings forth
Holsteln to dispute her.
is good for the world.

The democratic brethren can be
depended upon today te make good
reiading for republicans. Why these
fellows continue to quunrrel in a lost
cause is a wonder.

a
The rivalry

“The Communist Pariy of Amer-
iea,” whatever that may would
have a general strike in Boston to-
day, but Boston has not forgotten its
policemen's strike.

be,

Someabody go out there and =it bhe-
hind third and put the cross-syed
jinx on the visitors. The Beavers do
not belong at third plice in the
tuble,

Nicolnl Lenin annonnees that here-
after the Bolsheviki will observe Sat-
urday as a day of rest. Looks like
an appeal to the American labor
vole.

Chicago restaurants have reduced
the price of hash from 15 to 10 cents
per order by eliminating wastage
Fresume they put it into the hash.

The wentherfolk might bg clever
today and give the Chimpoeg excur-
slonists semething pleasant for =a
change.

The price of sleeping car berths
has gone up 20 per gent, Even in-
eomnin comes high nowadays,

Muy day was strike day in other
years, but no more,

MR, TAKFT STATES

Is Between HRadiealism and Its
Opposite in Oregon.

The Oregonian has received from
Mr. Willlam Howard Taft copies of
two letters written by him when he
was (nformed of the effort being made
to put his nanie on the republican
primary ballot of Oregon as a presi-
dential candidate. One Is to the sac-
retary &f state and the other is to
the sponsor of the petitions It is
due to the organizers of the Talt
movement Lo say that they abandoned
thelr plan when Mr. Taft notified
them of his opposition. It is proper
also to say that Mr. Taft has been
misinformed as to the result of the
Hughes appeal to keep his name off
the ballot In 1016, The question was
taken to the =upreme ocourt of the
Etate, which in effect held that ecitl-
zens of Oregon had a right to name
any dne as their presidential candi-
date with or without his consent.

The letters follow:

BEAUMONT, Tex., April 234.—My
Dear Sir: Having observed from the
Associated Fress dispatches that psti-
tions were being prepared und filed
In Qregon segking to place my name
on the list of presidential candidates
to be voted for in the presidential
primary in your state, 1 telegraphed
¥ou on the 1lth of this month re-
questing that you withdraw my name,
and give publicity to the fact of with-
drawal, I have been advised that you
have intimated that it |5 not possible
for me to control the gquestion of the
use of my name under your law. I
venture to urge that this cannot be.
I remembeor that Justice Hughses had
a similar controversy and my recol-
lection is that In the end his request
that his name be withdrawn was ac-
qulesced in I hope you will do me
the favor of acknowledging my tele-
gEram letter, and that
in accordance with my urgent request
you will wilhdronw my nama from the
official list of tha candidates to be
volted for in the primary. You should
address me at New Haven, Conn. Eln-
cerely yvours, WILLIAM H. TAFT.

The Honorable, the secretary
state, Salem, Or,
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and also this

of

BEAUMONT, Tex.,
Doar Sir: I

April 24.—My
vours-of April 6,
which was =ent to New Haven and
then forwarded to me, reachinz me
day vesterday. I haven't had
an opportunity to answer Iit, there-
fore, until The affort Lo secure
siEnatures petitiona secking to
put my namo on ths Jist of presi-
dentinl candidates in the primury in
Oregon | wholly without my author-
Ity, and is directly agalnst my wish.
AS soon as 1 learnmed by un Asso-
cianted Press dispatch that such peti-
tions were being propared and flled.
I telegraphed the secrotary of state of
Oregon that I wished my name with-
drawn. "

The {ssue hetween radicallsm, rep-
resented by Mr, Johnson, and regular
and progressive republicanism, rep-
resented by the other candidates in
Oregon, |8 o very important one, and
the use of my name, whether In gqod
falth or not, In such contest could
not but strengthen the radical slde of
that controversy by dirlding the vote
for regular and progressive republi-
canism, 1 thergfore insist that you
shall cease your efforts Lo secure
petitlons of the Kind which you say
in vour letier are being prepared and
filed. Such preparation and iling
are withour my suthority and agalnst
my protest. Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM H. TAFT,

Charles W. Ackerson, Portland, Or.

have

hefore

now.
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RATIONALISM HELD

Decline Church Momberaship At~
tribunted teo Godless Doctrines,

PORTLAND, April §0—(To the Hd-
itor.)—In your dispatches there was
recently an ltem concerning the loss
of church membership by 11 of the
leading denominations of Prolestunts
thunt as a hole {8 disheartening to
the average citisen, who believes that
the world ought to grow better as
vears go by. The total loss as given
in the dispatoli for (hese denomina-
tions Is 147,604, However, Lhere waa
a. zaln for Protestantlsm as a whole
of 155,000 members.

The cause of this tremendous fall-
ing off is variously given as world
wur conditions, unusual unrest of the
puoples of the world, labor conditions,
ete., and to all these causes may be
attributed perhaps 10 per cent of the
decling, but not more. The other 80
per cent is m mere matter of hia-
tory repeating Itself. There must be
n futn!l blunder somewhere, for never
in the history of Christendom was
there 8o much machinery as now
for carryving on Lhe work of ¥Fro-
testant Christionity. This inter-
church movement, the proposed unit-
ing of all Methodist denominations,
are in the same direction, but with
the help of al]l these the net results
aro a falling off that to many in =
pumeic.

Not clalming to be an expert In
such matters, nevartheless this writar
does claim to have a perfectly nat-
ural and adequate explanation of this
situation.

For the last [0 yearn, and espe-
cimlly the last twa decades,®theso
losing denominationsg huve in & great
measure forsuken Mod, as revealed
in the Blble, and have gone off after
rationalinm as first taught by the
Germun universities, which slowily
eroesed the British channel and Tound
lodgment in the c¢olleges o¢f Great
Britain, finally crossing the Atlantie
and gaining a foothold here. To one
who has not studled this propuganda
carefully there I8 a tremeandous uwak-
ening coming. It is pow securely
planted in more than 80 per cent of
our theologlical schools and in a large
per cent ef our denominational col-
leges, until today one meet= it lit-
ernlly on evary corner.

Thi=s philogophy denles the inspira-
tion of the Bible In any specinl sense,
denles the virgin birth of Christ, hie
resurrection, his atonement for sin
future retribution, if not a future al
all, criticisez the authority of the
Bible until nothing ia left and mini-
miges to nothlug the life nfter death.

Permented with these and many
other deadly doctrines, these denomi-
natlons are as powerless to Arouse s
sleeping world to its nesds as would
be & battleship on share,

The remedy Is to rid our libraries
of this godless rationalism, comé
back to God and the Bible. and then
ne soon as this is done and we be-
in to follow God and honor the
holy =pirit, and Lelleve the Blble, the
tide wlll turn, and inatead of losing
ulff these denominsations will begin to
gain; but fellowing the coursze now
pursued can end In nothing but dis-
Aster. L. N. B. ANDERSON.

Where to Get Blue Book.

BEND, Or,, April 29.—(To the Ed-
itor.)—Where can get an Oregon
Blue boolk?Y J. KNOTT.

TO BLAME

1

Apply secretary of state, Salem, Or,

Bit of Book Gossip.
Baltimore American,
“i want some good current iitera-
ture.” “Here are some books on eleg-

‘iric Hghting.'”

Those Who Come and Go.

At the head of navigation on the
Suisiaw Is Mapleton, and that is the
place where Joseph Morris has mude
his headquarters since 1879, “Ben
Franklin said that if a man sticks to
one job for ten wyears he will be
wealthy.,” explained Mr. Morris at the
Imperial vesterday, “Had I romained
® dalryman ten duys longer 1 would
have proved that Franklin iz a pre-
varicator. When 1 was ten days shori
of completing ten years in that busi-
ness I became & merchant. and I've
been 13 years in this line! Mr. Mor-
ris says that the main industries In
Mapleton are gathering chittemn bark,
dalirying and the lumber business. He
still has a carload of chittem bark to
ahip- When he was In the dalry busi-
ness he recelved about 13 cents for
butterfat, and the stuff was shipped
by water a long ways and chances
were taken on it belng fresh when it
arrived at its destination. Now the
dairymen in his old stanwing ground
receive about 70 cents a pound and
there s a qulek dispateh direct to
Portland.

Everyone i=s talking about the races
at Condon. The annual measl starts
May 26 and will run for five days.
There will be between 100 and 1235
running horses and already the sta-
bles are filled with prospective en-
triss. James Burns., former mayor of
Condon., who s at the Multnomah, s
president of the racing association
and predicts a swell, elegant meet. He
asserts that the races &t Condon are
the best in eastern Oregon. There Is
no belting ring, but slmost everyane
manages to make a wager. Speaking
of erop conditions, Mr. Burns says
that they are excellent and the wheaat
men are hoping te get o A bumper
erop before the reaction., which' pes-
simists are forecasting. sets In. Yes-
terday Mr. Burns heard that there
was someone Ip Portlund with a car-
load of potatoes and he started on a
still hunt for the treastre trove.

“l can’t for the life of me bee how
prices will come down,” saild a sales-
man #t thea Hotel Portland. 1 have
recelved a cablegram stating that the
price of the European article I am
selling as just increased 30 per cent.”
A shoe salesman also failed to sce how
H)ri'.‘es can come down, but sald that
whereas a Yoas ago when a $156 palr
of shoern were offered & customer
he would ask the dealer If he
had anything bettear, and now,” sald
the shoe man, “when 316 shoes nre
offerod, the customer Inquires if there
are any for $10." That a change in
conditions (s coming s the belief of
many travellng men, who say that in
Seattle they &mre not seclling orders.
Merchunts In Seattle admit that they
noad the goods, but that they can-
not or will not buy, as business has
been on tha declina,

Mri. Charles D. Stunrt, daughter of
Portlund ploncors and wildow of the
late Captalin Stuart of Ynquina Bay
coust gpuurd station, passed through
Portiand yesterday en rogyte from Los
Angelés to her home at Long Beach,
Wash, While many persons are be-
moaning the way they were separated
from thelr hard-earned cash in south-
ern California last winter, it is not so
with Mrs, Stuart. Some friends took
her to Tia Juana, Mexico, In thelr
machine and prevalled on her to place
AR wager on the ponles. ITmagine her
surprise, when, on having placad u
emall amount on & horse, sha found
hersalf leaving the track with a erisp
$100 bill coliected from the coffers
of the Jack Coffroth outfit!

“Wool is now belng assambled and
on May 20 the Condon wool sale will
be held,” announced H. F. Shelling,
cashler of the First Natlonal at Con-
don. "The wool movement will be un-
der wuy in about a month. We are
drawing on the John Day highway
country and when the highway la fin-
ished the wool from as far RwWay as
Dayville will be truéked to Condon
for eunle and shipment. A large amount
of this wool will come to Portland, but
not all of t." The Indicntions are
that this will bhe o blg year In the
history of Condon In the way of busi-
ness.
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Zimsnerman,
at the
Crescent is off in
what {8 generally
Dalles-California
about midway

from Crescent,
Imperial yesterday.
central Oregon on
desizgnated us The
highway, nnd |Is
between Laupine and
Crater. Thare isa long controversy
over the way-to spell Lapine. The
people there insist that it should be
La Pine, baing & tributle to the beau-
titul tree. while an ungentimental
postal guide consolldates i1 Into one
word.

Jans
arrived

H. A Pon— lidgar Allan of
lterature—arrived at the Hotel Ore-
gon with Mrs. Poe from lone, Or, The
contractor having the job of grading
the Oregon and Washington highway,
which passes through lone, from
Heppner to the Gilllam county line, ins
making the dirt fly and hy the end
of the =cason most of the new grade
will be complated Parts of it are
now more of o temptation that auto-
mobilists can resist

not

Today Thomas F
Hotel Portland siaff. former
tenant for Uncle Sam, is to be mar-
ried. Hotel nffairs were relegated
seoondary place vasterday by
Finnigan, who discovered that
ing & marriage ceremony raquires as
much tact, diplomacy and attention
to as many details as the job of man-
aging a hotel.

innigan of

the

=t

G, Clifford Barlow,
executlve ocommittes of tha state
chamber of commerce, iz registared
at the Imperinl from Warrenton with
F. M. Wilson. Mr., Wilson has the
distinotion of being the mayor of
thae town which has & greater bond
issue per capita than any other In-
corporated community In Oregon.

Mr. and Mprs. Clurente L, ,Reames
af Seattle were In Portland yesterday
Mr. Reameons started as a good demo-
¢rat in-Medford, was elected to the
legisiature;, was appointed Unlited
States attorney for Oregon and was
then shifted to Seattle to direct the
dapartment of justice work during
the latter part of the war,

John L. Rand of Baker, one of the
best-known citizens of eastern Ore-
gon, Is registered at the Hotel Port-
land, Mr. Rand Ia here on profes-
slonnl business, being a laswyver, He |Is
alzo a candidate for delegate to the
republican natioral convention, run-
ning at large, but is not doing any
campaizning,

member of the

On their way to debale with stu-
dents of the Oregon Agricultural eol-
lege, J. M. Balley and M. A. Robbins
of Seutile are at tha Hotel Portland.
The visitors are students primed to
show the™orensic gymnastics as in-
culeated at the Unlversity of Wash-
ington

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Corbett of
Grande are among the eastern Oregon
people al the Imperial. When at home
Mr. Corbelt I% in the rallroad business
and when away from home he is the
most enthusiastic boostsr for La
Grande that the town bonsts.

Mjisses Ruth Kerr, Dorothea Hop-
per, Grace Barpes. Luecy Miller and
Richard ©dlin, students from the Unl-
verslty of “"Washington, are at the
Multnomah. They came to Portland
to participate In the programme at
the Little thesater

James Donmldson, & sheepman of
the Arlington country, s In the clty
on business and is regislered at the
Porkins,

l

BELIEVES MARS IS INHABITED |
I More Truth Than Poetry.

By Jamen J.

Writer, Accepting lLowell Theory,

Sperulates on Language Medliom. | Montagac.

PORTLAND. April 30.—(To the Edl
tor.}—That the plianet Mars is Inh
ited by Inteiligent beings=, and
its Inhabltants are adepts in elvil ¢
gineering, will, I think, be conced
by all whe bhave carcfully examined
the results of Professor Lowell's
vestigations. But it doens foll
that the bodies of the Martians
constructed Just ke ours, tho booze will
certein degree of rescemblance To where all
probable. 1d Uncle
The possibility of communlcatin s felt
with these distant people is
metier, The languages spoken
carth have undergone changss fro
time to time: and Cicern or Hon
would have difficglty in making }
nelf understood on the Roman f
today. It is as nearly ceartain s le Jake give o'er the
thing of the kind can be th € i Dry, bard-bolled
Martians do not speak any language alous?
now In use here, iy
This being the case, communica
tion, If at all feaxible, must take p .
by means of signs and symbols. For
exnmple, if we could
strokes, like the sounding of a
and receive elght; then transomit
and receive ten, the
thoughts would be
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imes [ancy take
ine, | the days when one
interchange of buy IL
apparent, Or if] man
we could manage to trunsmit a geo- appetite
metrical figure, such as a triangle, o
that might be understood. The Mir-|
tians already have snown us |
figures as great arcs of circles, not
indesd for our sakes, but because the |
irrigution of thelr planet, boing vital-|
1y necessary, compelled them to malke
long canals, It may be added that
the "canals” which commonly go by
that name and which have been i
peatedly photographed ure belts of
verdure, fertilized by streams of wa-
ter invisible to wus, and that th-.-&m‘
belts of verdurs are about as wide as
the Willamette valley.

Life as we live 1t here ecould not he |
sustained on Maurs
rarity of the
And of course
aether In the
forbide travel, even if
ties were overcome. So
A man and woman in Kar
In n huge rockast
They had better “wait
Mr. Azquith sald) whatl
of communication s prac
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tion Have Not Yet Been Pald.

PORTLAND, April 30.—(To the Ed- In Other Days.
itor.)—The Oregonian, April 30, car-

ries an article headed,
Warned of Wheat Concern”™
ing statements alleged
made by A. Y. Sattorfle
manager of the romers’ 1K
idahe and Utah

Writing of the Washing
Iduho Wheatgrowers' associa
Batterfield says: “Thege DeoDlt
knowlege to our president, M. J,
that they paid the attornev. .
Sapiro of San Francisco $140,04
draw up the contrunct. They nlso pald
$5000 to one J. F, Langner for The First Preshyierian church ha
leity and advertising work as TINE T, d no definite repl
to onn A. A. Elmore for | E. Hill of Freep
work." calied to

These statements sre untroe as ils past
have already been publicly refuted
The Oregonian by N, B. Atkinsa:r
Walter J. Robinson, chairms
secretary respectively of
ington Whentgrowers' as

Nelther Elmore, Sap
recelved the lees stated
terfield, nor any fees
Wea offered our services
organization committee
clationa. This offer was refn
contingent fee wae finally suggestec
by the organization committies
follows:

If, 15,000.000 bushels
signied up In the organi
1 Mr, Sapiro
Elmore 25000
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How Oregon and America Are Caring for
the Boys Who Weren't Lucky

It's ever so casy to forget—providing always that it isn't your leg
that was shattered at Verdun, or your lungs that were gassed in the
Argonne. In the Sundsy issue, with photographs, De Witt Harry
has a story about some boys—right here in Portland—who are suf-
fering vet from the exactions of overseas service. An illuminating
varn is this one, to a city that neceds to remember that some folks
are never going to forget the war. Mr. Harry tells how Oregon and
the federal goverpment combining effort te make torn bodies
and shattered nerves strong and fit again.

are

Who's Afraid of Snakes?—It all dates back to the garden of
Edgn, some assert, and the wily old serpent that whispered to Mother
Eve—this fear of snakes thant abides with so many of us. However
that may be, it is certain that not all snakes are equal to their evil
repute and that many of them are as harmless and friendly as frogs
—and nobody ever heard of a frog biting anyone. Of course, there
is the dreaded family of the pit vipers, but on the other hand there
is the lustrous, beneficial king snake. 1It's all a matter of knowing
which serpent to trust. A in the Sumnday i may alter
your notions of the snake clan.
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Alfred Noyes Says Work Is Recreation.—He has written a great
deal. and hiz word isn't fo be questioned, thiz English poet, Alfred
Noyés—whn.—m verse strong and wonderful. And he says that
literary creation is play of which he mever tires. An interesting
interview, at a different angle, in the magazine section of your
Sunday paper.

i5

When Love Faces the Scorn of Sociely,—Sometimes the ties of
marriage become frayed and snap—at the glance of stranger eves
or the touch of stranger hands. And then there is the deuce to pay,
with tragedy stalking down the stage, perhaps, snd diverce courts
ready to spread the scandal. In the Sunday issue there is a story of
tangled matrimonial affairs—the principals all prominent in Wash-
ington society of former days.

“Enfant Terrible”—The Czar’s Sister—0lga Alexandronova, sis-
ter to the ill-starred ruler of the Russias, an inordinately spoiled
daughter of royalty, has tasted romance to the depth of the cup—
and at the end of the chapter has wedded an untitled officer. The
story is told in the Sunday magazine seclion, by no less an author-
ity than Princess Catherine Radziwill

Yours for an Informative Hour.—When you unfold the big Sun-
day issue you have before you & compilation—complete and authentic
—of the news of the world, your country, state, county and city.
It's all there, and cable and wire hurried most of it undersea and
overland to vour front door or the sireet corner where your “newsie”
hands it to you damp from the presses.

fre

All the News of All the World
THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN
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