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BALLOTS IN UNACCUSTOMED HANDA
The many students of governmen-
tal mclence that the Oregon system
has bred will no doubt find much of
foterest in the national inftiative and
referendum provisions of the consti-
tution under which the IIbert gov-
ernment I8 now eperating in Ger-
many. Those provisions are com-
ended to the attention of such stu-
ts for analytical search for the
usas of the present shakiness of
rmany's form of government and
for inquiry as to why, with the refer-
endum at its beck, a mob protested
with violance the other day against
farther consideration of a certaln
Iaw by the national assembly.

Germany’s constitution grants teo
fhe peopls universal and equal suf-
frage, and In addition to ths initia-
tive and referendum a modified form
of recall. The national assembly cor-
responds somewhat closely to our
national: house of representatives
Tho national council is similar to the
Inited States semate in composition,
but its principal powers are conflned
to the veto of laws adopted by the
assembly and to the introduction by
it a8 & body, or in co-operation with
the cabinet, of bills for conslderation
by the assembly. In the general
sense laws are Introduced In and en-
actod by the assembly.

The German constitution reverses
our familiar state process of enact-
ing. emergency legisilation, Nation:
laws must be published in a nations
bullefin within one month after en-
actiment and go into effect on the
fourteenth day following their pub-
lication. Deferment of promulgation
of a national law requires the affir-
mative act of one-third of.the mem-
bers of the assembly and only de-
ferred laws are subiect ton refersn-
dum, except that the president may
refer to the people on his own mo-
tion a law not so deferred. Also,
with consent of the council, law
may be declared urgent and the de-
ferment thereby denied.

A deferred law may be referred to
vote of the peopls upon petition of
one-twentieth of the qualified voters,
Thix is the same percventuge requived
for a referendum under the COregon
system, but here a libernl construc-
tion is given the term *“legnl voter"
by the state constitution. An act of
the national assembly may be an-
nigjled by popular vote only if A ma-
JorFity of those qualified take part in
the voting. A similar provision would
net, we think, have affected the pop-
ular decision on any measure
ferted in Oregon by referendum.

The Initiative s invoked by petl-
tlon of one-tenth of the voters, n
percentage slightly greater than that
required in Oregon. The popular vote
rices not lnke place if the dasired bill
is enacted without amendment by
the national assembly. A popular
vote may be taken on the budget,
tax laws, and laws relating to the
classification of public offleers only
by authority of the national! presi-
dent,

A variation is provided for amend-
fng the constitution. It may be done
By legislation by two-thirds vote of
the assembly, provided that two-
thirds membership of the assembly is

i

de-

present. The national council may
demand a popular vots tLthereon.
Constitutional amendments may be
initiated by the people, but their

adoption requires the assent of a ma-
jority of the qualified wvoters. In |
Oregon & constitutional amendment |
may be adopted by the affirmative
vote of a majority of those voling on
the question.

Americans with thelr genius for and

experience in poelitics would, Wt"l.;r his life 1 have been under the
fancy, not find it impossible to re-|aspell of his preconceptions, but his
cord the popular will under such & |gonclusions were not reached until
system. DBut it is adaptable only 1o | yfter he had devoted a great deal of
i pecple who concede the justice of | t{ime to speciul research. His belief
rile by the majority. Germany I8lin the universality of the force
under the shadow of a nation where | which, for want of a more definite|
the tyranny of the mingrity I8 ap-|term, he called the “Great Capse.
plied. Minorities are given represen- | was constantly strengthened Ly his

tation In the German asembly by the
frnpurno:ml process, but a minority
1 roportionately represented is still a
if determined
fegislation much
gun-fire It iIs
concoeivable that majority
overthrow the new German gov-
ernment and constitution. The peo-
ple suffer from economice ills brought
about by the wiur. They
customed to democratic institutions
or the methodrs of expressing the
populnr will provided for them in
their constitution. Even here, with
all our familinrity with advanced
processes of popular rule, some grow
impatient with the slowness of the
'-@.'gllut or its nnresponsiveness to thelr

minority to

and
t finds direct

effective than

rule,
less
even
may

*fosires,. The German mutterings
aghinst thelr government with

aceful government-making within
ielr hands, is hardly more anomal-
ous than the expenditure in Wash-
ington and Oregon of money, time
and energy to form a triple allianee
of specific classes to comntrpi the
legislatures when a lesser effort
through the initiative would put
their programmoe of legisiation
squakely before the people.

[ 1

The perll likely to arise from the
secrelary of agrviculture's advice teo
farmers to reduce production of win-
ter wheat by 15 per cent Is pointed
out by Daily Financial America,

‘wvhich estimites that the fall sowing

amounts to only 38,770.000 acres,
while literal following, of the de-
partment's advice would have meant

age, which s the smallest since 1913,
will be harvestead at a time whan
FEurope will not have recoversd from
the war sufficiently to support itseif
with cereals, and when its flelds
will be starving for plant food, so
that only a small crop will be ex-
pected in proportion to acreage
planted. Canada has Increased Its
winter wheat acreage by 9 per cent,
but this makes only 770,000 acres in
all, and will not atones for the short-
age in this country. Altogcther the
outlook iz for continuance of high-
priced bread, which is good news, ac-
cordingly as the man who reads it
happens to be a consumer or & pro-
ducer of grain,

NOTHING DOING.
Senator Borah and Senator John-
son serve notice that they will not
suffer the.crossing of a *“t" or the
dotting of an "i" in the Lodge reser-

vation to Article X or on the Monroe
doctrine.

President Wilson has made it plain

that he stands unalterably agninst
any chirographic or other liberties
with any word or syliable of the

sacred document he brought back
from Paris.

What Johnson and Borah want is
a form of treaty and leagus which
they know the senate will not ratify.
If they thought the T.odge reserva-
tions would be accepted they would
fight them. They voted once against
the treaty with the Lodge reserva-
tions. They will do It ggain. Yet
they insist on no modification or al-
teration.

Betwean President Wilson and the
truculent and irreconcilable minority
of the senate, the outlook for the
treaty is gloomy. The president is
playing into the hands of the treaty
killers. He refuses to move., He will
not permit his party to mdve. - They
must fight a losing fight for his
treaty. He would prefar to let the
heart of the world break, unless it
permits him alone to prevent it. No
senators need apply.

Yet there are elghty senators who
are for a treaty In some form. They
would find a way, If they had the aid
or consent of the White House. But
stubbornness and silence rule there,
and nothing is or can be done,
Meanwhils, the senatorial tail, in
the hands of Johnson and Borah, is
wagging the entire dog.

REASONABLE.

The truth about the auditorium is
that the city got more than its mon-
ey's worth from the contractor in its
construction. No one questions now
that it was and is a fine jJob and a
good investment for the city; if an-
other like it were to be bullt now, it
woutld ¢ost far more., It s fortunate
that it was built when it was, by an
honest contractor who sought to dis-
charge all his writton obligutions and
to do & picce of work, besides, which
would be a monument to his enter-
prise, good faith, and public spirit
In the effort he lost large sums, and
failed.

Now his bondsmen are involved in
the failure. They are obliged to pay
A deficit amounting to some $59,.000,

mostly due to sub-contructs. They
face ruin as a result, and they ask
that some consideration be given of

the equities of their case.

A committee of citizens nominated
by the city commission to investigate
the has reported that the con-
tractor Pederson performed certain
work not required by the contract
and that he incurred certain losses
not due to his lack of diligen
or workmanship but to added re-
quiremenis imposed by the city it-
self. The board asks that a commit-
tee of engineers and other experis ba
noamed to determine just what this
exirg service was, and what amounts
are fairly due.

The plan to submit 10 a new board
of enginears the gquestion of amounts
equitably due is fair and reasonable;
and it should be done,
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FEYCHIC SPFARK IN ANIMALS,
death the other day of Pro-
Richard Lynoh Garner recalls
painstaking effort of a life time,
by a devoted scientist, to as=certain
the truth of a proposgition which,
however Interesting, buttered no
brend for the |nvestigutor He was
one of the group of men who, con-
tent with comparatively meouger
monsy remuneration, found happi-
ness in pursuit of an abstraction.
Professor Garner set out to find out
whether animals of the higl orders
possess the faculty that we enll rea-
ean. A large part of his work was
done among the primates, these con-
stituting the logical starting point
for inquiry He published nearly
twently yeurs ago his conclusion that
“not only do primates have the fac-
ity of speech, but the wheole family
of mammiEls have some form of
speach which (s in keeping with their
conditions of life.” A corollary was
that “all mammais by the
same means and te the same ends,"
although not in the same degree,

Professor Garner in the later years

iabors, He ceined the word "micro-
:-:up]lu';_' to desoribe a type of)
“padant” who dispute the cvommon
authorship of life. With these, judg-
ing from his writings, he had no pa-

tience at all. His fuith in the one-
ness of all nature wns superb. “If
man,” he declares in the concluding

paragraph of his “Specch of Mon-
keys," “would only pause and calmly
view Lhe facts, he would find that
he Is but a joint-heir of nature, and
why not s0?" From a religious point
of view, he did not doubit that *“‘the
wisdom and merecy of God would be-
SLOow on all the faculties of
speech and reason a8 their conditions
ef life require them,” and as a scien-
tist he refused to charge nature with
disorder. It were in &ither case, he
said, "a harsh and jarving discord in
the great harp of nature, whether

alike

| “siren volce of self-conceit”

himself occupled. He did not pre-
pare a way of easy approach to his
own dogmas by hls allusion to the
which
he conceived to have saduced all
doubters, or by his sweeping declar-
ation that “while the vassals of his
empty pride control man's mind, the
plainest facts appeal to him in vain
and all the cogency of proof is lost

played by the hand of chance or
dwept by the fingers of Omniscience.”

The proafs which Professor Gar-
ner offerad were the products of a
jong series of experiments which re-
garded no point as too minute for
consideration that seemed to have
any bearing on the problem. He was
not 4 metaphysician, though he fre-
quently made use of the terms of
metaphysies, One thing he triod to
do—and this may have accounted for
the spirit of criticiam which some of
his monographs evoked—was to dis-
abuse the minds of men of contampl
for things below thair plane of life.
But in doing this, he also offended
by betraying a certaln contempt for
those whom he conceived as in an-

42,000,000 acres, The present acre-

other sense below the plane which he

from there, or would so reduce the
supply that they would rise to un-
heard-of prices,

Oregon and the whole Pacific
Northwest would suffer at least as
severely as any other part of the
country. Europée buys wheat, flour
and lumber and other staple com-
modities from us. They would be
thrown on our own or on other

BY-PRODUCT OF THFE TIMES

William Howard Taft Iin Fair Way to
Become Capable Newspaper Man,
Now that the campalgn is coming

on thers s & ryoung reportsr In

Washington whose work 18 a.urau:tln:l

a groeat dsal of attention and the |

old-timers declare that if he keeps

Those Who Come and Go.

**Thers will be mors than 100 per
eant Inereass in loganbearry AcCreage
this year,” say= Louls Lachmund
Salem, who !s connect=d with one of
the friit julce companies, "“Thera are
about 2500 mcres of berries now in

of |

FEW WORSE OFF THAN
Comparisons of Income and Necessary
Outgo Seem to Acquit H. G L.
INDEPENDENCE. Or
(To the Editor, )—No
this ery of “Wolf! w
any such animal as
living, which is at
tion to the high
true ¢cost or current vale

IN 1Di4. )
More Truth Than Poetry.

By James J. Montague.

A Renunscintion.

The Hungarian monamhists e
looking for an American to be thatlr
; c.~—Cable Di=patch.
P to belleve thac

al

cost

& Hfe on a

throne

He is unwilling to forego that vain|foreign markets at greatly reduced op the lick he has started soms day the valley, and this will be added 10/ . . number of b .Was one of continual pleasums
belief that he Is nature's idol, and | prices. With two-thirds of our for- P = 29 able by 1500 more this season. Prices wWill | seanry to earn That being a King was = wonder bl
that he is a duplicate of deity.” Yetleign commerce practically gone, [B® 18 golng fo maks a right cap jbe up, for there is a limited aupply | for it as we Por o . aat lotsus
the same thing has been sald by|there would be small demand for |newspaper man, says the Washing-|o¢ berries and there are now o P frogoc Bl iyl it e to Botry
others, more euphemistically, and|ships to employ our shipyards. With | ton Times. concerns hiﬁ.dlns.;.for %T;nd?r..:.;t_;bm'r.l\: s :;"».:.--1_' e ’_:m;‘;_;l'
has not Invariably provoked hostility. |operation of our principal Industries | ... young fellow’s name Is Wil- ";:"::“:L‘:;,’;",ti:i;r:flmf,;rw”c;:} strung | have saved the booze he could nos-
Inversion of the scriptural notion|wholly or partially suspended, the 1 Howard Taft He writes for E'm were lost. but those which were ' that he really s ure,
that God made man in his own image | unemployment and distress which i W 5 tonta | an the er:mi and covered with snow | was at that time beautiful quesn to decant it.
has been a pleasing and harmiles=|wonld follow ean be Imagined. Mr. Curtis’ paper up In Fhiladelp were mot damaged. The acreage of | comfortable clothing. - _
diversion of philosophers since time This  gloomy prospect can ba|and several otner papers around the |, . perrjes this season will be iim- | time he earns at ; ever weore affered =
began. averted, and it is within the power | country. ited to the amount of LIps “‘-ntl"."t’1°|<-‘:,‘:d LRJ“[‘:‘ by what sort of mation
Professor Garner convinced him-|of the American people to avert it.| ., 1. ¢ working newspaper men | for planting. We are now :m\'in-’; i W moade. 15 emphatio “Yes™ I'd attampt
salf that “the psychie spark which|The address to which we have re- wonid IIke to knnw'|'"m_“ﬂ“ from “anl-.m?..on‘_nnnm;:l.Tll-]- Sow has the hish S Tl
dimly glows in the animal bursts in- | ferrsd points out the means. This is|2round town ) = plac ""k“l’ﬁ';’”l the !::":n '::;Z’ 'ni‘l coun- | jured him? Aly smense of profound oblMgation
to a blaze of effulgence in man.” The |to place the wealth of all the nations | Taft's secret for getting news, No- 2?:“500‘,“' ":hne “;.%'a..:u':-h,re Piars 1 i N wung woman o And thoush all my friends, flied
same faculty which guided man to|which have been enriched by the war |body ever sees him around political| o -5 S50 tlinl e prospectiva | ance, a bookkeeper. “.N‘.r}"h‘_':::‘;:f o s .
tame the winds of commercs, he in- jat the service of those which have |h.aaquarters, or buszing politiclans | berry fields. The countles with the |4 month in 1314. Fd rench "_‘-_h.""‘;-‘(;“:dn‘t’“:";'-% "’;‘;
sisted, “taught t®e nautilus to lift|been Impoverished, in order to set| . = . = o0 inio town, yet sev-|moist climats will do better than the | $100 a mon Stels old realm, o .
ite tentacles and embrace the passing |them on their feet and put them to . > e I fields in the valley, r_.-,r 153.- borries | & h e g83 And never let go till they made me.
breeze:” This was the keynote of his|work, clothed and well fed. When |er2l times a wee o e : will be mors julcy. We will hava to | i
belief. He was both an llluminating | that is done, they will be able to ex- |out on the front pages and seems 19‘_.-:\":- ‘rc\_a;'e-'.;:.u-.ng tl'-.:‘ hhrr\ dn.-\_" s present she is pavi e th But now a poor king cannot get &
personality and a type found not in- |change their goods for our goods and | have the inside story of current po- |in the valley some of these days | Boatd and roorsi 1 sleop—
frequently In the realm of specu-(to pay their debts with what they | ysqenl happenings. If Mr. Taft will “IWe are at the end of our string,|or $720 a year won't 1n»‘h}'\l-t,; NENE FUIRG, i
lative science. His work [llustrates) produce, The problem Is on a grand advise some of the older reporters|practically, and the proposed amend- | cost of living injur His p---.-i. 4 _-.;‘a':‘] L.‘)M o S P
also the vagueness of the line that|scale the same as that which con- do this work |mont to the constitution inere tha nes b ad -
divides the physical from the meta-|frofits a banker when a farmer who |hoW he manages to do thi Iy will | 10® indebisdness for ronds from 3 to|Sha 55 Skl that bave dropped In to
physical sciences. | has had n bad season wants to re- |Wwithout digging they certalnly Willl4 per cent will enable us to go om. =5 0 g e e P ).
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