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PORT OF PORTLAND ACTIVITIES EXTEND TO DEVELOPMENT OF SHIPPING LINES

LTI

Lr.{,’ed as fo Sol:'c Problems

Commission Has Authority to Invest $15,000,000in Ocean and Inland Systems and $3.000,000 as Bonuses———-C'ommumfy Owned Company With Numerous Stackho{dcr.s Is
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Vessels on Port Drydock
Thete Angeles Stodie

By M. H. Houser, Chalrman Port of
Portiand Commisalon.

HE functions and activities of the
T Port of Portland commission in

the past have bean confined moras
particularly to the physical aceom-
modation of shipping—the matter of
towage and providing a water way
for Portiand shipping. working In
conjunction with the United States
engineera. As a result of this joint
effort the channel between Portiand
and the sea has certainly been Im-
proved tenfold, having heen Increased
from a depih in many places of 12
feet to & depth of 28 to 30 feet and
the bar at the mouth of the Colum-
bila river from 19 to 42 feet, or a
dapih that s aqual and superior to
the foremost and leading harbors of
the world,

On the completion of the
Jetty., with the assistance of the
dredge "Chinook.” there was &n un-
usual improvement to the bar and the
conditions thero nre continunily
growing better. It would ssem with
the wonderful improvemants made
that the work and activities of the
commission in that dircetion wete
peactically finlshed. This no doubt
would be true were it not for the
fact that the asize and draft of the
world's ships have incressed to =
conalderable extent in the meantime.
Therefore today, the antire commis-
€lon is of one niind, namely, that the
channel between Portland and the séa
should be materially Increased in
both depth and width to accommodate
the larger ships in the world's com-
mercs,

We have all read Colenel Slattery’s
remarks on his report to the board
of United States enginears,: recom-
mending a 30-foot channeil, 00 feat
in width. This I8 a step In the right
direction, but should by no means be
final. Tt is the alm and ambition of
the entire commission that when the
b00~foot channeal is obtained, we must
contlnue to work for the #6-foot
channel for at least a width of 300
feet, as we feel that with a $5-foot
channel, regardless of the usual shoal.
Ing due to the spring freshets, we
will at all times have at least 32 to
383 feeat, and weo feel that with the as-
surance of this depth we can always
accommodate steamers drawing 20 to
81,8 feel and thus accommodate pracs
tically ail shipping of the world's
commerce with a very few if any ex-
osptione
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Dredge Willamelre af North Portland Harbor Portland Builf Sreel Steamer inf

have ample water depth for eight

continulng the towage service be-
months of the year and in the daye of

tween Portland and the sea, carrying
the “tramp.” present conditions served of pllots to and from vessels out-
well enough, but as the commission slde of the river's entrance and this
forecasts the futura shipping, It i8 work will be continued and added to
going fo go more and more toward as the requirements eall for it

established liners and it is needless It has also operpted & 10,000-ton
to say that the channpel and harbor dry-dock at Portiland for the past
conditions musat be unlformly good 15 years. The weasels requiring dry-
for the eéntire 12 months In order te doek facilltieas have been promptiy
accommodate this class of shipping. taken oare of. During the past year

During the past ¥years the port there has been some congestion, due
inaugurated a plan of vo-operation o & large number of new vessals
with the United BStates engineers, thal were constructed in the Portiand
which is now In operation—of mass- ¥yards belng docked for wvarlous pur-
ing both the government and the poses bafore delivery. This work for
port’'a dredges when nacessary the time being is practically finished
promptly to reduce shoale. The com- thus making facilitles ample for
bined ecapacities of these plants is present needs. Tha construction of
really enormous. belng about 90,000 another drydock by the dook” com-
cuble yards In an ordinary working mission will gndoubtedly taka care of
day. To state this In another way, future drydock needs for some time
this flaet of dredges Is able to remove Lo come.

a shoal of five feet—300 feet wide and
1760 feet long—in a single day or
neariy two miles per waek,

It eAin readlly he seen and under-
stood that a G00-foot” channel of 30-
feat depth with 300 feet of it to 35-
feet depth at the time of dredging

with the exception of four or five. ready 31,000,000 has been wvoted for
which have been allocated on a this purpose.
rather Indifferent oriental sarvice, It A well n-ann..-rd nnd
will be some time-at loast before they steamship line, adequately
are agaln seen in our harbor. couald be successful here o2 well ns
Therefore, it becomes necessary eclsewhere. Conditions for progress
and imperative that the citizens of and activity In tHla line have been
Portland meet this situation In the uncertain to =gy the least, and it Is
same Spirit ‘as they mét our govern- to be hoped that the definite polley
ment'e eall in the war and liberty of the shipping boanrd will soon be
loan, as the nesds of our local ship- settled, for while theses unsettied con- wvalue of ships: but., at the same time,
ping conditiona are almost, If not ditions eéxist, i1t Is perplexing to all it pointe out clearly a possibility, If
quite, as serious as those of our coun- shipping people as ta Jjust what riove not a probabllity, .
try at the time we entéred the war, to maks But,"in the meantlme, it
and unless we. ourselves, or some- would seem the logical thing to do
one, makes use of the facllities al- would be to create a local company
ready created and which have cost —say with a eapital of at _least
millions, the monay will have beesn J5,000,000, fully subscribed. but
expended in wain, if not diesipated. which, for the time being, nesd not
It would acem, folly to continue thesa all be pald in, so a2 to be ready for
expenditures unless something is done any condition of emergency that may
to make use of them, for If we depend arlse,
entirely upon others, we wlill have to Wa have read and heard a great
await such time as ships agialn are deal of varlous (denéi na to how the
seeking the cargo. In the meantime shipping board may and should dis-
we will continue to jose our prestige pore of Its soma 1500 seagoing ships,
by the diversion of shipments to and and there la a serious doubt In the
through other ports which will be minds of many shipping and financial
doubly hard to regmin. men as to the poasibllity of disposing
legislation during of by selllng, even on deferred pay-
yeéars has authorized the Port of ments, the larger part of this wvast
Portland to uUndertake urgs netivi- fleat,
ties in the bullding up of our ship- There ia algso much
pings The Port of Portiand s du- opinlon as to the exnct

and five tlmes the pre-war basis of
viluation, it s quite another matier
mnd #ntitied to the most serlous con-
slderation. minate k r commerce for
Recently there has been In the har- June 1 beo - LT sary for ceding 20 Y« before the

bor what I known a= a fabricated the forwarding i . war had
ship. which was lately purchased by uots, in ""11"""
the owner at something ke $105 per fruits, ‘

ton dead welight, Thie by no means
could or should be taken ns 8 markeat

antead price,
freight rate
inntic Thig oonid

asking and saxaoting

which s e 0§ . 1 Lh nro
L AL- - extraordinary

Aars to bo
L rates,

fror
enuipped
financed, the pra-
\lnﬂ\r‘:l-"ri
increased
largely on ag-
and more roa-
Therafora I£
iould commit
guarantesing
lineas that ara

'lrhl" and

tuellitios. ] :
s these are 4] policy of
on aill £ ie ice uses 1o the various
s the ¢ontinent n - exactling unreasonnable
pletely broke down during n 17 I t as, we would only be lends-
whaen called wupon to Nove th ing our res = warda perpetuat-
unusual amount of z 1 : A di 1At rill sooner or
suiting In aAlmost compls Oommerce, ns
policies mnd world values of shipping ©f the lumb "”.wp:m?!.l hr.\.w
are reasonably established, and on a #0d. In many and _ncresss

wices of wheat to the rov from *tha worl commer at four and
more stable hasls, with the formation im I,” l.:’\ page t-: per 1 v 1 [ freight rates
of a local company, as

L
statad, (BaY of this conges many of thess
having. thousands of shareholders undoublitedly held the layman. In
representing the entire community) products and masg I stated before, to
we should be In position to go to tha Therefore, the L i emorgency and the necessity
2 : ing ampi rhippit i [ an for hiig omething must bs done.
shipping board for a proper and rea- vital to the gra Y sstosk The jon' fesls that with-the
sonablia aliocation of shipa. eithsr by Erower it in . @real local organization, hav-
chartering outright on dead weight., and merchant In pport of tha entire com-
or allocation for operation as I8 NOW or another, transportat using due precaution in
being done, with encugh ships Lo és#- will paraivze under san experienced
tablish and maintaln a reasonable dustiries of the entirée northwest J itor, It an consistently commit
variation of service to varlous parts of ths world L thie Port of Portland to gran: during
valuation of a on which wo could demonstrata ba- Extrame Care Necessnry. t r ploneering stages, o
thorized, if need be, to Invest §15,000,- dead welght ton of shipping. In the._vond & reasonable degree of As polinted out, g guarantes to the stock-
000 In ocean and Inland waier llnes. measurements of valuation, we have and fair returns. be exerci=zed to ave re of an amount that would pre-
It has alsoc been authorized to expend become acoustomed to easily adding Developmant in this particular line an undue amount « the possibiiity of any finzncial
up to $8,000,000 in bonuses and guar- 100 per cent In many Instances to has bean considerably interfered have some assurance With this co-operation there
antees of certnin kinds to encourage pre-war values and I think in many with on account of the shipping is n falr and staple p 10 ba Mo hezitancy in subseribing
and asslst in the establishment and lines thid is a fair and congarvative board's rate on our wheat and flour ther to point out the ¢ > g - the nount needed towards solving

maintenance of shipping lines. Al- estimate. But when It comés to four products, reflecting the $2.:0 guar- antees and bonuses AT robilems.

depend
that
Allocation Is Solutlon.
Therefore for the present emer-
LSency, as stated before, and until the
donoma? o
tinoe

tion.

New Era at Fiand.

We have coma to what might
termed & new ara In port work.
Port _of Fortland and the
through the dock commiasion, have

seema rensonable, practical and wall expended mii!m’nn‘in eguipmait_ and
founded, for, on following the chan- !Tn.- creation of shipping facilities
nel map from Portland to the sea, jt Sotwithstanding the work done and
iz apparent that three-fourths of thea the money expénded, we are confront-
distance of the channel already has 8 od with aimost an entire absencs of
depth of 35 feet and over, leaving only shipping. . On the completion of ships
one-fourth of the distance requiring which have been constructed on the
substantinl Improvement. Willametie and Columbia rivers, they

In addition to the river have beean forwarded with curgoes to
ment work mentioned, tie the Atlantic and distant seéas; and.

be
The
Commisaion Wil Ald, S
o asslst in bringing about tLhess
bnditions it Is the aim of the com-
misslon to Improve the Willamette
on its own account from FPortland to
its confluence with the Columbia,
aleng similar lines and then if need
be, It la prepared to assist and co-
operate with the United States engi-
neers on the Columbina.
It Ia true that at the present we

the past two

to some vities,

successn exirems

Improve-
port is

TN TR PO R TT T E T

PORTLAND’S FOREIGN TRADE GROWS BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS DURING YEAR 1919

Figures Given Out by Chamber of Commerce Department Discloses Rapid Development and Prediction Made Is That by Next June City's Export Business Will Have Reached Tora! of From 560, 000 000 to $75,000,000
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the war, are the figures of the port's
fuveign trade exports for the yoaras
embracing the perlod of warld con-
flict. For the fiscal yaar ending

the =allles, forelgn trade wns deoad as
the proverbial door nail.

“But the interval gave s oppor-
tunity to realize what we had lost
Juns 30, 1915, the exports of the local and to teach local industry what for-
port were §20,406.266. By June 30, eign trade means. ¥For the prosnarity
1918, they had fallen to $10,654,491. of the digtrict thai s tributary to
During the ensulng year they dropped the Port of Portland, and the pros-
even morea alarmingly, and in June, perity of the port itself, depend upon
1817, reached the low water mark of the establishment of trada relations
$4,100,695. ¥ with othér countries. We must send

Heaction Sets In. them our raw or manufactured ma-

The upward reaction then wet terials for barter or siale, and If we

and at the end of tha 1918 fiscal 3 are paid in commercial paper wa must

fallen off and when the antipodes,
the orient. South America or Australia
are producing what we need.

“In our files, from abattoir to zlna
dust, and from Abyssinia to Jugo-
Slavia, we have lista of all foruign
manufacturers and local. and of nil
the trade markets of the world It Is
the pravince of thls department of
lhe Chamber of Commerce ta place

prozpective Importers or exportara in
touch with thase markets as they ap-
pear.

“When we dizcover a market we
notlify ‘our manufacturers who are
concerned in the product necded, and
place them in touch with the loreign
purchaser. Our office I8 a co-oper-
ative. branch of the federal bureaa
of rnreltn am! rlomesl't.- commercs,

and we rtender to our members tha
identical mervice that this important
bureay rendars in Washington.

“Through rclose attaniion and co-
operation our fordign trade haw
grown since the war to such an axtent
thatl our percentage of galn excesds
that of any other Pacific coast port—
we do not yet exceed them in tonnage
or sEgregnte value, but the recorsdn
show thit we are growing at a moere
lusty pace.

“Over 100 Portland firms sre now
engagead in the export and import
trade from the Port of Portland We

north European poris—London, J 10d faclilities—as wa
pool, Edinborough, Bordaaux, Fa %, have—that we have no conges-
Rottardam, Copenhagen = we took
At present thia ling affords us : rank as ports of the
day seryvice—thut i, one ] guarantes
touches at this port for ort carge dispatch In transshipment by reascn
evary three weeks { tho fact that we are the terminus
“And we have i of transcontinental raliroad lines.
Steamship company. Trade Representatives Active,
Portland goods to the actor in the bullding up
Igading for 1mport CArgof¢ af { the sanding of trade
Yokamahn, Manila, Bhanghel, Hong- reprs '¢#s to forelgn countries
kong and Singapore. And the 2 ’ exporters and Importers. Sev-
line, the Societe General our larger rirms aiready have

port what blood transfusion 'a

to the invalld. Under ordinary
circumsianceas the port might loiter
rlong In commercial convalescence
for an Indefinite period. ere the needa
of the world actually forcad (ts ac-
ceptance of an export businass. Eut
glven forelgn trade as an immadiate
tonic and the port perks uv with
alnority.

From the end of 1914 until *‘hra
opening of 1918, through conditions
brought about by the wur, the foreign
trada business of Portland, both ex-

FOREIGZ\' trade is to a struggling

port
would ‘have even |f
of the flrst
that can

one

and Wa

AlE0

and un-

Kobe,

STEAMSHIP LINES WHICH HANDLE PORTLAND'S FOREIGN

port and import, dropped to a minl-
mum that was represente’l by zero
How the port has regained its fast,
and is doing a larger export busineéss
than ever, with still widser flelds
ahoad, is the narrative of E. N. Wein.
baum, foreign trade secretdry of the
Poriland Chambear of Comimérce,

At the close of the present Ziscal
vear, In June, 1820, Secrotnry Welin-
haum confidently predicte that Pori-
land's export bdusiness wlill have
renched the healthy total of §80,000,-
G000 to 375,000,000, posaibly nore. And
this I8 the leap that the port's fora'gn
trade has taken aince the war dogs

ased Lo grumble.

Indicative of the perilous situa-
fon in which Portland's foreign
trade prospecis were placed during

forelgn exports had recavered to $10,-
205.445. In Jumne, 1819, the report of
exports aggregated by Portlasd firms
was 320,618,5189—and the cund Lo com-
mercinl ‘health was fairly
across the sea lanes. Thea
business of the present Cliscal yesr,
predicts Secreiary Weinbaum, will
practically doubie that of tha past.
“At the end of 1914 until the begin-
ning of this year,” said Mr. Wein-
baum, In review. "our forsign trade
had fallen off to sucn an extent that
we were ashamed of It. At the open-
ing of the war we had been negstint-
Ing with big steamship lines, but tha
conflict sffectually closed these deals
without consummation, and during
the war period Portland was a part
without shipping. Save for tie lum-
ber and wheat that we expourted to

A portc

blazged .

éxchange It for import gooda In for-
eign ports,

“The effect of such a trade—and we
have the trad: new falrly established
and flpurishing—Iis to banish the
ghost of overproduction by broad-
ening the market. Invading other
flelds with our canned gKoods, our
fruits, lumbar. weol, dairy nreducts,
ealmon und manufactured articles we
not only inmure u fair and profizasie
price to the producer, .but we main-
tnin industrics at & working strangth
that would be impossaible under mere
domestic trade relations,

Exchange Mutually Beneficinl
“In return for this foreign trade we
recelve the goods of the wirld——goosds
and producte that are needed here
during the opponite seasons—that is
the seasons Wwhen ouf crops are rot
growing, when our products have

TRADE.

Destination. Line.
Kobe........Pacific Steamship Co,....
Yokohama...Pacific Steamahip Co....
Manilla...... Pacific Steamship Co.
Manilg. ... .. Prelfic Steamahip Co....
Shanghal. .. .Paclfic Steamship Co
Hongkong. . Pacltic Steamnahip Co.,....
Singapore. .. Pa¢ific Steamahip Co......
Marseilles. .. Societe Ganaralade Tran. .
. .Sports Maritimesa Vapaur.
Weat Indles. SportsMaritimeaVapeur.
Williamesa, Dimond & Co. ..
Lilverpool. .. . Williams, IMmond & Co. ..
Bordeaux....Willlams. Dimond & Co. ..
Havre...,... Williams, Ditnond & Co...
Antwerp.....WilHams, Dimond & (o...
Amsgterdam. . Williams, Dimond & Co. ..
Rotterdeam. . . Willinms Dimond & Co. ..
Copenhagen. Willlams, Dimond & Co. ..
Gothenberg .. Williams, Dimond & Co...
Christiania. . Williams, Dimond & Co...

Bl. Johns

Dack. -
(Portland) Terminal
(Portiand) Terminal
(Portiand) Terminal
{Portinnd) Teérminal
(Portland) Terminal
St. Johna (Portland) Terminal
St. Johns (Portiand) Terminal
Fifteenth-St. v Portiand ) Terminal
Fifteenth-8t.(Portiand) Terminal

Johns
Johns
Johns
Johns

JFifteenth-8i (Fontland) Terminnal

Fifteenth-St( Portiand) Terminal
Fifteonih-St.(Portland) Terminal
Fifteenth-8t. (Portland) Termina!
Fifteenth-8t (Portinnd) Tarminal
Fifteonth-St.(Portiand) Terminal
Fifteanth-84 (Porttand) Tarminal
Fifteenth-St.(Portiand) Terminal
Fifteenth-8t. (Portiand) Terminal
Fifteenth-St.(Portiand) Tarminal
Fifteenth-8t (Portiand) Tarminal

8

have esvery reéason consarvatively to
estimate that. the growth of this
trade has brought sabout an increase
of at leant 80 per e¢ent in the number
of employes engaged by thesé firms
and the Industries that contributa to
tham, while it has sssured steady and
profitable prices to the original pro-
ducer of the raw material.
Portland Ships Used.

“At present the greiter part of our
foreign trade is taken care of in tran-
sit by trump steamer service, the ves-
#gls belpng chartered by Individual
Portland firms. Thes=a ships, Iaden
with Portland and northwestern prod-
ucts, raw and mantfactured, reach
every port In the world—from the far
eant to the near snst

“In regulariy-established service we
have the Columbla-Pacifie Shipping
gompany, which dispatches vesnals
regularly Lo the United Kingdom and

ports Maritimes a Vape
Mediterranean ports. M
ok and the Wast Indies

A typleal instance of
change of trade is that of
arvival in this port of the
Clyde, Iaden with 10,008
molasses from Hawall
molapses for the manufact
food—an Industry In which 1is di
trict Is gaining the upper wnd 1
the Falls of Clyde returned 1o ¢
inlands with a full eargo of ocur pr
uclis.

“The porte=in
much remains to ba donc
business men who buy
eastern houses should
these houses shall reciprocs
porting from the orient
Port of Portiand. If the e
porters ask why Portland
given preferetnices over San
or Seattle, tell them thnt w

built

being

step with excellent results,
should follow thealr lead.
trads representatives in the
Europe, and In South and
aricn, Joonl éxportera and
could ba plgced Im-
in touch with markets and,
he use of the cable, could
ompt suervice
when theéese markets ars
again and again, when a just
rtlon of the trade of the world
to Fortiund, then foreign
ip 1l s will begin to =8e the
tage establishing regular
. to this port and will so oa-
them Portland harbor wiil
of ships where it holds
¥« B score or more. There is
to the possibilities and the
¢ of this port save in the on-
usiasm, faith and co-operation of
‘ortland business mef and manulnc-
turers.”




