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simple—the distance to Astoriaz is 110
mile renter, The existing parity can
only be defended on one theory—that
it nothing to haul freight those
extra 110 miles, which is an obvicus
absurdity. T is advanced by
whoso are centered
chiefly in Astoria and wvicinity, though
they profess a broad Interest in Co-
lumbia river commerce generally, that
the Columb and Willamette valleys
from Fortland to the sea oonstitute
ona grand port, and that it matters
not in what pa™® of thit area com-
merce is done or industries are estab-
lished, Portland will get the benefit.
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THE GOOSE AND THE GOLDEN EGG.

The shipyard workers at 8 la ap-
pear determined deprive them-
selves wholly of employment for the
next six or seve weeks, They have
been idle since Januarsy when thes
struck, because o faction with
the workings of award, to
which they 1
gether, if they carry out their pur
to hold fast, they will h
for a total of ten we
Thelr losa in wages will
millions of dollars; the
shipbuilders will also he
but it is not clear that the
government, which i3 furnis
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the present situation
may be a real gain to W
The government does ne
over-anxious to prosecute in
war programme for shipz ur
ditions and at costs determin
by war necessltios,

Probably the leaders of the
are determined to show that
stand for the sollfiarity of labor, and
what they lose In wages they will
Eain in prestige. What they havae lost
in prestige through fallure of the
sympatihetic strike 1t wlll take quite
a while to r sve, Possibly they can
do it by Ma 41. Anywny, tl will
try . Just now the world knows
there is no such thing as the solidarity
of labor when based on the right t
sirike for wrong ends. When labo
is right the public will be sympathe
and solidarity may not then be
to be a4 mere term, but & fact.
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THE SPIRIT WORLD,
Sir
to
by himgelf in n
has named *““The New
will serve 1o nwaken a ples
ive Interest in ithe mis
these who remisin unconvin
testimony which he adduces,
i properties which
having been utili
some of the spirits of his acquaintance
in making themselves known (o mor-
tals here on earth. It ean do no harm
to compare the picture of “heaven®™
whie Sir Arthur draws with the
heaven of our own jdeals, Some
doubt thul he has made the
inviting as it might be; this
pend upon the point of view,
exp of the individual.
IMor example, we are led to
that husbands and wives seldom meet
in the other world. Undoublodly, if
we are to judge from the of
our ¢colirts of domostic this
will accentuate the heavenly character
of the pliace in the minds of iy, but
the are others, too, to whom accept-
ance of the notion would bring deepn
SOTTOW i latter class will not be
rted by Dr, Deoyle’'s writings,
Einece we are go prone to belleve the
things which we like to beliove. There
are love a irs in however,
we are told, bul they are on a “dif-
ferent plane.” THis familiar
the unsatis viigueness
v characterizes all Writings upon
the subject aboult which most people
would like to know all the dets .
There seems to be justice in the
promise that as spirits we shall first
of all ha #. good, long rest when
first we leave our lies, especially
if we have been exceeding busy i.;i
this life. But the meaning of “‘rest”
not furnished us, and we are lert
to speculate whether it is to tuke the
form of comple which
might easily become to un
ACLYx human being or whether it ig
to consist of a chunge of occupation
Such as mundane authorities agree is
the best poesible antidote for fatigue,
When they have rested, however, they
gradually lose interest in this world
and gravitate 4o some more distant
state. Nothing more is heard of from
them. But it might expected that
they would behave differently. We
can think of no more agreeable occu-
pation for them than devotline them-
selves to the uplifting of the loved
ones whom they left behind. Surely
their heaven must be left lnl:on)pI(-T_L.-.
Yearning for knowled of the life
beyond the grave is as natural as the
instinot of self-preservation, and
counts for the efforts of such men as
Bir Arthur, and ai=o of Sir Oliver
lodge, Arthur Hill, Gerald Balfour,
Professor Barrett and others, to bridge
the chasm that separates us from the
great beyond. But it is disappointing
that those who sincerely belleve that
they have established communication
with the other world =till fall 16 ob-
tain concrele information upon the
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points that all would lik
up, In definiteness modern in-
vestigators do not to have im-
proved much upon their table-tipping
progenitors., Thelr fancles betray the
same old human limitations. The
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THREE WISE MEXN,
assuring message CoOmes
Washington, through The Orse
News bureau, that the three
tatives for Oregon in congr
fc Jim Mann for speaks
fidentinl sugmestion is
that the “"meat’” 1@ opposi-
to him—there is a mild flavor
daelicate suggestiveness nbout that lit-
tle word “‘meat" not  the 1l
=t he pgot = donations fr
packing concern, nor the saddle horse,
nor his war rec | i pgenernl
unfitness; but his provincial attitude
of disfavor toward western Interes
It may be taken for granted that
any of these reasons Is adequate to
disgualify Mann from consideration.
No Oregon man should be enthuslastie,
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poainful statement is also made
by our Washington correspondent that
Represantative Johnson of Washing-
ton {(Hogquinm), and Representative
Miller of Washington (Scatt
'l'?\.lc-y are a lor
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letter of an Olympia correspondent:
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jcanize the fishing personnel and the
fishing Industry of th Columbia
far as it may now, with
egradual, complete Americanization
Weae hor so. But the time is short,
and they must be henrd from s=oon,
if at all, during the present session of
the lepish
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OPEX (HINA TO THE WORLD.

Attention of the
taken up with
mitions
Asin that 1ittl gh 2 been
lo thit of B . sid, yet China in
particular ne frecdom from £omd
of the natlons which have fought most
to make Hurope free,
China is at least
fopen, the door 1o muany sec-
China Is actually closed by
very nations as well as by those
which they have fought.

T facts anfl their effect are well
atoted in Lthe Bentlle Post-Intelligencer
by W. . Carey, of the contracting
firm which A% obtalned concessions
from the Chinese government for the
construction of several hundred miles
of railroad, und he speaks from his
OoOWInN experiencao and obsarvation
European nations and thelr cllizens
have extorted or wheedled out of
Chinese government spheres of influ-
ence or exclusive ar within which

ronce
om of
Western
1ven

Is so
the

free
and

glrenuously
While the
nominal

tions of
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door to
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they alone are privillged to build
ronds or engage in certain industries
When & man of any other nation seeks
1o enter or cross these reéservations, he
solemnly warned off, though the
privileged foreigner may have done
nothing in exercd of his rights and
may intend to do nothing, and his gov-
ernment backs him. The conseque
that development of Chinn is «
sfructed by the foreignors who
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gone there on the pretense of df:\'r_m;-—l

ing it. How effectunl is the practice
in preventing development and in
keeping » poor s shown by
one illa of Mr. Carev. Wheat
sells in Szechuan province at 12 cents
a bushel, though the price at Shang-
hal is a dollar. It could be carried
by rallrond to Shanghal at o cost not
exceeding 26 cents, but a sphere of in-
fluence obxtructs the building of that
railroad.

‘Whiles these spheres of
and exclusive rights
dependence and integrily of China
are myths, and development of the
country cannol progress. China hons as
much right to gelf-determination and

infinence
remain, the in-

complate independence as Bohaemin
of Poland. The American delegates at
Paris conld not do a bLetter service to
the United States, China and the world
than by calling upon

the
all

its

throw
of

and

enterprise
to be fixed by
without any of
has dis; sed the
nations with
Ey that means China
Lifted from poverty, its great
can boe placed at the service
of the world, and its commerce can
be increased by an increase in the
buying power of its people.

privileges In Chin
counptry open to ti
on terms
Eovernment
lon which g~
that country.
can be
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AN INTELLECTUAL
There were in the disciplinary bar-
racks at Fort Leavenworth 109 men
who had refused to serve in elther the
combatant or non ymbatant branch
of the army. They were not members
of any recognized religious sect which
has conscientious objections to war.
But a few days ago Secretary of War
Biker ordered thelr release with full
pay for the entire time of their con-
finement,

Men who served and fought and won
still walt for their pay. months in
arrears, and thoir familles wait for
their allowances. They see these
slackers walk out of prison and draw
from $400 to 3600 In back pay, and
they draw comparisons which are not
to the credit of the government. A
soldier who had just returned from
France remarked:

There
who has =
re Bre
walking aw 1
small

PATRIOY.

an enliEteod man In
1 $400 from his

feilown, rolemned
th what peems
fortunc.

isn't the army
PpAY. And
prisonera

1o the e
um K
That incident prompted the Kansns
ature ¢ adopt & resolution of

in which it

0
s il
action of tha of war has
brought tha blush of shume to the cheelis of
all patriot American=, I» an Insult to th
Unlted St army and has placed a pre-
mium upsn sinckerisn, cowardice and
mawkish sesntimeatality,

How can the seemingly Inexplicable
conduct of Secretary Baker be ex-
plained? Those 109 favored ones seam
to the average man the most con-
temptible of all slac . A Quaker
would scorn to be classed with them,
for, though the QuakKers refuse to
fight, they do not refuse to serve in
war. They accept non-combatant serv-
and go under fire to save the
wounded, but the 109 refused to serve
in any way. Yet Mr. Baker shows a
Perhaps it is
hecause, ho being a pacifist, patriotism
i= not a epontaneous lmpul=e with him,
and he convinced himself by some
intellectual process that he ought to
be patriotic.

Perhaps President Wilson told him
to act like a patriot, and made ns
good an effort at it as he could.
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he

After all that has been sald about
the delinquéeneles of the war depart-
ment in carin or and paying soldiers,
it Iz still miserably deficlent, It does
not i provide the bare pnecessaries
water, food and heat to unded
men while traveling Senator Suther-

il zed a letter to be read to Lhe

which he had recelved from

ted Croas chapter at Parkersburg,

i calling attention to “the lack
being glven wounde £0l-
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The 3
000

700,000 rifles and 2,000,000,-
rounds of ammunition which have
been returned to ordnance storchouses
in the United States probably will be
out of date bhefore we have need of
them aguin, but nobody regrets

we made them when we did.

After the army’'s service
has gained experlence with harges on
thoa Rliine and Scheldi it ean show
us ho revive trAnsportation on in-
Innd waterways

of supply

w to

The senate failed
an augtomobile o
it did very well.
who think they
much to learn.

to make stealing
capital offense, bhut
Some of the senolors

know bad boys have

The apulent citiz
of the mneeds of suffering children
abroad, will not withhold a mite from
a movement designed to help the chil-
dren ot home,

Deportation of “reds” cdntinues. The
American people are willing to trust
Lo v evolutionnry processes by
which they have risen to their present
heights,

or T

When Lenine asked, "How soon will
the revolution get to America? he
was evidently expecting news from
Seattle, but he reckoned without Ole
Hanson.

A good effect of fads and 2
iz in keeping & lot of people
might otherwise making more
less trouble without knowing it.

bae

The Seanttla bolsheviki tried in vain
to save their faeces by ordering the
strike on again for a few hours, for,
onca off, it stayed off.

It §is all vory well to welcoma the
returning soldiers with the glad hand
and the open heart, but the open job
counts most,

Several women are on a jury to try
an at Olympia charged with wifle-
and we what we

The new income tax will Tasten the
attention of more citizens than ever
upon the expenditures of our govern-
ment,

A commission (o ou
plan for the peace conf
In order after Sunday.

ne a peace
nee will be

Now that Ebert. the saddler, is In
the saddle, let us see how long he c¢an
ride without a fall

.

Why not sharpen all of the fourteen
points and stick them into Germany?

Speed the German
our own men home!

ships, bringing

The wind is right for fair weather
and it Is timely.

Buy that valentine today and mail it
at once.
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By Leone Casn Baer.
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