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BOARID'S ORGIE,

States Shipping Boar
to expend neoarly
ips, its authorilty
after peace I3 pro-

THE SHIrPING
The United
has becn authorized
$4,000,000,000 on
1o cense ntf
claimed.
nisitioned over 400 steel PE,
2,000,000 deadweight tons, which
were construction or contract
for O WY a very large pro-
portien being in yvards on the Facific
Coast, These s=hips constitule two=
thirds of total tonnage delivered.
wore well-devaloped shipyards
Facific Coast and the Great
Lakoes, all of which were welil organ-
ged and had skilled shipworkers. Ap-
proximately 208 per cent of thea steel
ships dellvered under contracts miade
by the Emergency Fleet Corporation
up to November 11 caome from these
yards
f'-

the

six

of
pnder

Pprivate

the

on the

all established shipvards
on ntie Coast wera [illed with
niaval or with private con-
tracts made before the war.

It Wits necossary ontract
buiiding of new yards and to
ship contra with new and
enced organtzetions

The established yards on the Pacific
Coast and the Great Lakes rendered
excellent service and have practically
Tulfilled their delivery promises.

Ad to the new yards, their contribu-
tien in finished ships has be&n prac-
tically 1 hing, and their cost of pro-
duction exceedingly high.

Contracts were made for 721 wood
cargo ships without proper Investiga-
tion ns Lo the responsibility of the con-
tractors, their knowledge of the work
or the probable source of their supply
of materials. Tipon the signiag of the
armistice, contructs for 160 of these
ships were cancel OFf the ninety-
two accepted, two have sunk and ten
wore compelied to lay up for repairs
after u voynge of lesas than 1000 miles.
If the Government could sell them at|
B0 per cent of their cost, it would be
an excellent bargain.

The total cost of the steel ships will
be approximately three times that of
similar ships In normal pre-wor
period and nearly five times the cost
in British yards.

Contracts for 35 per cent of Lthe steel
tonnage on n cost-plus basis were let
to five shipbuilding concerns on the
Atlantic Coast; that is, for 513 ships
3.600,000 deadwelght fons Their

is estimated at $745.000,000,

be nenrer $1,000,000,000, or.

A ton without cost of supervision.

Of these 513 ships only four out of
102 promised had been delivered prior
10 November 11.

The five contractors are: The Amer-
ican International, of Hog Island; the
Merchant SEhipbuilding Corporation, of
Bristol, Pa.; the Bubmarine Boat Cor-
of Newark, N. J.; the Bethle- |
Shipbuilding Corporation n-m-.ll
and the Carolina Shipbuild
ation, of Wilmington., N.
average « of steal ships por

the whole country s about
$180; on Pacific Const gabout $185.

The cost at the Bethlehem yards
will probably be $270 a ton for tankers,
2240 for cargo «hips, $430 for trans-

contracts
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the three fabricated steel ship-
yards, which the contractors operate
sieents of the Government at a per-
ventage fee, the cost per ton will be:
Hog Island, transports, 3340, cargo
ships, $267; Bristol, cargo ships, §240;
Newark, cargo ships, $208.

The salltent points about these three
Yarde are:

Ninety-threo
deliveread.

One hundrod and sixty-four to have
been launchad, twenty-two launched

Two hundred and forty-nine to have
been ploeced in construction, 107 laid
down

Fuilr

ins

ships promisced, none

66 per ;‘r*n[|
and of

re 4 4

o the extent o
in stoe] eracted
T4 per number of rivets|
driven. |
Actual constructish werk is pro-|
in2 40 per cent of mnormal|
specd, which increases the percentage
of overhead cost. i
The Shipping Board has at no time |
been made up of men with a knowl-

|
rdge of shipping or shipbuilding prob-“
1

the amount of
cent in the

iems.
It has soattered its onergles
number of coliateral matters.
1t is building at Groton
Wilmington, N. C.
o

aver a

and
and

Conn.,
four

s-room houses fTor shipworkers at
of $4000 each, which e¢annot be
more than 60 per cent of thmr[

ree,

| haps

ese are Lhe main, but by no mrnn!!
all, of t counts in th indictment
which Senator Calder mz against
the Shipping Board in his speech in
the Senate. They are recard of
flagrant waste billieons of doliars
and of dismal! fullure to build that
bridge ships for which our Army
nad be when the fighting
stopped

They include a tribute by an Eastern

nator the good service done by
the Pacific Coast in supplying ships to
the Army, and contain & condemnatioen
of the Atlantic Const for failure in that
yagnrd.

Hia strict
letting
rhips ¢
vessel,
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to

ures on the Shipping Board
for many wood
1 ont that type of
on the board for

first shown favoritism 1o sec-
tions which hod neither material nor
suitable designs, and for then forcing
i:s own designs upon Pacific Coast
builders In place of the tried and
proved designs which were already in
e, Not unti! late day., and then
only in p: iid it adopt the Peninsu-
Iar or Balli designs, which have

for
10

-
They reflect

{ ment board

! London

proved successful, and [t rejected the

St Helens type of steam schooner.
has been injured rather
Ly the board's activity.
Those sangulne peopie who belleve
that, when anything is wanted, all that
establish
it
priation, should think
Shippmmg Board was to have given us
an American merchant marine as
swiftly a= a magician waves his wand.
It has given us a number of ships
which so loaded down with ex-
cessive thot they cannot kept
alloat in competition with British and
Japanese vessels, In order to be in o
position to compete with British ships
four-fifths of cost should be
written offr,
Pam of this loss no doubt should be
rged off to
war prices and
the greater part st
extravagance
management of

a big appro-
aguin. The

are

c be

thelr

e} the result

but by far
d be charged to
yrance and mi:
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The war
wireless Government
esday at Paris,

d Baruch,
McCormick
an -£0

TIME

cabinet

AT HOME,
f our T
to
Jt consists
Herbert Hoover,
and Edward N.
davs 1 Assgelated
making the announcement-
“such other of his (the FPresiden
diplomatic, politic cconomic
military advisers a: Fresjdent
ignutes Lo attend.”
Mr. Baruch | the head of the War
Industries Board and he s a opne-
dollar-a-year man who has :Iu.-\nf:n‘ri
the President’'s confidence, and more.
Mr. Hoover the Food Administra-
tor, und he has performed a difficuilt
with ordinary success. Mr.
a qual-

task extrs
MeClormick is o ]vut:ttr:;lﬁ nnd
Ameri-
Presidéent

ifird expert (presumobly) on

can opinion. Doubtlesa the

has reason to think he ia also an ex-

pert on world affairs. Mr. Hurley is
Board. He is

ns predacessols

heud of the Shipping

gond his several

Altogether the Prosident s likely
be as well advised at Paris as at home.
In any event, may be sure that not
411 the gentlemen whom he has sum-
moned Lo conference will worry him
unduly by insisting upon hia accept-
ance counsel he does not want
take,

S0 everything seems Lo
ing favarably at Paris. The war cab-
inet will discu -the Associated Press
also rveports “blockade, shipping,
food relief for Europe, and the
sion of raw materials for the restora-
tion of the dovastated regions, 3
and will
to the

] un-by-

mesl every

Vance
Hurley,
Fress in
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probably also give attention
Russian question.'

We look in vain for some intima-
tlon that the war cabinet will also
discuss the grave domestic problems
that now harass the American people,
such, for example, as reconstruction
of industry, including the re-employ-
ment of millions of men whao are out
of work, and the restoration to work,
or its equivalent, of those other mil-
lions of soldiers who were taken from
thelr jobs and want them back, or
will soon be wanting them. We look
in vain also for some sign that the
nd Interim Government at Washing-
ton is giving adequate attention to
these maotters.

America is asked to give $100,000,.-
000 to feed the hungry of Europe. But
it doing nothing to enable the un-
employed of America to feed them-
selves, except tel] ¢ find jobs.

Lo hem to

THE RUSSIAN EXFERIMENT.

Although the proposal 1o invite the
various governments of Russia, in-
cluding the Bolsheviki, to send dele-
gates to a =pecial conference WwWas
muade by President Wilson, it was pre-
sented by the BEritish government in
another form, for 11 government
proposed that all Russian govern-
ments be inovited Lo zend delegules
thae Paris conferance instead n
arate conference Prince's Island.
This plan was sviolently opposed by
Foreign Minister Jichon, of France,
who saild it would be a “contract with
crime,” but it was in line with the
ides of Mr. Wilson.

The British government lins made
a complicte change of front since the
armlistice, espectally since the election
of a Parliament It refused to
recognize the Bolshevik Minister to
and arrested him and held
hostage for the safety of Lhe
forelgn diplomats in Russia. It vowed
vengeance for the murder of it= naval
attache nt Petrograd, and was up-
parently most determined to stamp out
Bolshevism. But the British soldlers
feel that when Germany was defeated
their work was done. They want to
go home and get back 1o work, A
new campaign to chase the reds
through the great plains of Russia has
no attractions for them. There is a
deap tinge of radlcalism among the
Britlsh workmen, and they overlook
the hideous crimes of the Bolahevikl
and ta At par their, pretense of
fighting for labor. The 'brm.‘-n public
genarally is tired of war. wants lo
stop buying war bonds and thinks it
has *“dones its bit"” for the peace of
the world. Armed pacification of
Russin would require men and money,
and they cannot obtained from
nation in this frame of mind.

When this is the situation and when
it is known that Mr. Wilson
to interfering in e internnl
of a nation, can understand the
change of front on the part of a gov-
ernment which has shown a desire to
act in harmony with the President in
all matters relating to peace. iIf he
were to follow hils own inclination and
if the chaos in Russia were not a
sourca of disturbance for tha coun-
tries of which the affairs must be set-
tled at Paris, Mr., Wilson would prob-
ably leave Hu a Lo “'stew in her own
juice.” as he left Mexico

But the course of
suggests that suppression of
ism would be a comparatively
task for a well-equipped army of per-
200,000 men. They have been
beaten repeatedly by the Cxechs, who
are far inferior in number, and havs
met frequent reverses from hastily
raised, ill-armed bodie= of Russians.
They were quickly routed by the allied
force at Viadivostok, and have not
been able to budge the Archange)
force, which they gréally outnumber.
The joy with which the people wel-
come any force hostile to them indi-
catles that the population I8 against
them &and would regard an allied
army as deliverers,

If the Prince's
should bring the
will belie all
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signs.

have

i. and

conference
together, it
The other parties
dealing
Lthera i= no reason

expect hat the iatter will step
down or agreé to an electi for an
all- Russian constitution.. EOVETrTe
ment, since that would surely mean
their own extinction. If arter a «di
agreement the allles should declde to
leave Russia to her fate, it would re-
main a center of disturbance for other
countries, and n fine opporiunity
would be open for Germany o ex-
ploit and gmin practical control. The
junkers and captalne of industry have

no

o
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& Govern- |

| Hepublican organiz
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tussia |
Bolshav- |
€asy |

with |

not changed thelr nature because thelr
The wood ship industry of this Coast j government has

changad, and

empire.

MISPLACED CONFIDENCE,
The public will give wvarious
terpretatjons to the action of

in-

charges of disloyalty against
La Follette.

One explanation will that the
Senuate is tender of Senatorial privi-
leges and is willlng to throw the
mantle of its protection around a
member who talks fooiishly and wildly
anywhere; who at times s not
gullty of indiscreet specch? Another
explanation will be that Eenator La
Follette has made 5 peace with the
wtion been
2en-

he

for

and has
into camp. Nearly ail the
who now stand by him are Re-
publicans, some of whom huave hated
La Follette with an unholy hiatred.
Another explanation will be that the
war is over, and it is well enon to
forget some unpleasant things

Yet, for the sake of the
proper to reproduce part
comment of Senator John
Democrat, on the
lette speech at St

inkon
ator:
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an everiasting
United Scmien
cAannon
1 Lol h 4§ ~
y ahvipas, 1L i= an averiansting !

the L innia was armed had dange
axplosives aboard and i} any law of
United States was ever violated by
American citisen wha tonk passage on
Lasitanl It In & everfasting |ji= at

4 A rican cith = ho -n1
graves unkoelled and
meamorable day of Germ
th uphe!d the doctirine
or of money

I eay that
Adixioral In splril,
in effect, and disioyal £ 3

it will be well to wutch
course of La Follette to
jnastifies the extrnordinary
tion of misplaced confidence by
Senate.
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THE LAST WOODEN SHIP.

1t will little familiarity
with nautical technique to appreciate
the statement in the dispatches that
when the Arvan was destroved by fire
in the South Pacific on Christmas day
there passed the last wooden ship ever
built in tha United States. For "ship”
to a mariner means something more
exclugsive than the landiubber, fa-
miliar only with the generic meaning
of the ward. It is nmot only craft
that floats and carries cargo, but it
also is rigged in a particular way.
With yards on all its masts, and car-
rying & greater spread of canvas than
is possible in any other way, the ship
was a popular craft in the days of
long voyages by windjammers, when
the factor of time did not enter so
largely as it does now into our c¢al-
culations,

The Arvan was a

require a

to

long way from

. 600 miles off
Island which are
almost the exact antipodes of Tou-
louse, France, but there was a time
when American square-riggers were Lo
be seen In every ocean on the globe.
There is a record made by one of them,
of eighty-threes days from New York
to San Francisco, long before the
Panama Canal was built Perform-
ances such as these fired the spirits
of sailors, and went far toward main-
taining the high morale that charac-
terized ¢ old American merchant
marine.

Shipbuilding, In the restricted sense,
ceased In 1893 with the launching of
the Arvan. That it s not likely to
be revived would seem to be indicated
by the news that the Aryan at the
time she was lost was sailing as a
bark She had been converted after
her sale to her Pacific Coast owners,
in pursuance of the growing tendency
to strip the mirzenmast of it surplus
rigging. Experience has indicated that
the adventages derived by the full-
rigged ship from greatler spread of
salls In the most favorable conditions
are more than offset by difficulties
in head winds and by extra vbor
made necessary in handling

Neverthele there i no =allor with
a mind above the deck which he is
holystoning who will not regret 2111-
change., The real ship might be a
terror to work, but it was the most
Inspiring picture, in full panoply, with
every Inch of sall drawing, that it is
po=rible to concelve. There is noth-
ing left on the sea which will com-
paro with it. With the passing of the
few remaining full-riggera, the busi-
ness of gcafaring will lose not a little
of Its romantic charm.

FOOD NEEDS IN 1919,

It indicative of earnest intéention
to increassa food production in the
Uinited States in 19019% that definite
steps being tanken to foster inter-
est in two organizations which were
an important factor in crop produc-
tion in 1918, These were the Wom-
an's Land Army of America and the
L'nited States Boys" Working Reserve,
That this is being undertaken in the
face of the demobilization of the Army
shows bellef that there is no likelthood
of overproduction of food and that
farmers will need all the help obtain-
able both in seed time and harvest.

A summary of the work donsa by
thesa organisations last secason now
The Wom-
an's lLand Army. for example, sue-
ceeded in overceming widespread
prajudice aguinst the labor of women.
It incidentally Interesting to Know
that the officlal record for
up potatoes in the field is now held
by . New Jersey farmeréeétie, who
filled 125 baskets with potatoes in one
day. The honor was f(ormerly held
by a man, who admits that he will
have hard work te regain his laurels.
The Land Army held a National con-
vention in Phlladelphia a few dayvs
ago and took a stand for pavment
upon a piecework basis whenever pos-
8ible, thus giving women
1o earn equal pay with men.

The Boys' Working Reserve car-
ried its organization in 1917 into more
than forty
100,000 boys on farms.
the orguanization was shown by its in-
erease in 1018 4o "'210,000 working
members, all of whom were pliced
on farms. It will seek in 1919 to in-
crea this number to 560.000, both

the interests of food preduction
und of the bovs themsalves,

Both organizations are
their activities under
direction, exercised through the De.
partment of Labor.
focdstulfs to Europe
was about 5,600,000
This was Iincreased

the Chatham
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are
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in

they
than helped | will be as ready to exploit other na-
tions under the republic as under the

the
United Staies Senate in dismissing the
sSenator

picking

opportunity

states And placed about
FPopularity of

increasing
Government

Normual export of
bafora the war
tons annually,

1618 to 11,-
£20,000 tons, and the sacrifices which

the increase entalled at home will
help us to comprehend the magnitude
of the task which confronts us, In
view of Herbert Hoover's estimatas
that 17,500,000 tons will be needed
during the present year. It will hardly
be possible to fill the order unless wil
the agricultural resources of the coun-
try, including agricultural Iabor, are
utilized to the utmost. It means that,
without war-time compulsory restric-
tions, we must increase our
by more than 350 per cent over the
quantity which we were able to spare
under the pressure of the emergency.

Both armies continue to make an
appeal to patriotism, and also urge
the benefits derived by members from
healthful work in the open air. Both
ara striving rather to Till the farm
necd for seasonal help than t
nish permenent employment The
latter positions, iz believed, will be
filled by returning sol-
dlers,

0

it
sufficiently

THE LOCAL FAPER AND THE MAN.

Mr. Hornibroaok has =old the Albany
Democrat and new men
of experience, will do thelr best and
succeed with it Thern however,
& lack of personality about the paper
since Fred Nutting loft that miti
entes Personality counts for
cditorial and in the
and dissimination of news
full of exumpies. One looksa for it
and finds it in Mr. Long's personal
mentions of people from near-this and
near-that in the Hillsboro Argus

s in Mr, Killen's discussion of
vier matters in his Independent,
Harry St, Clair's personality exudes in
v of Outlook,
mt of Mr. Dugger the
Tribune. Noébody but a Weod-
| ward could run the Newberg Graphic
and hold the subscription list, and
much may be saild of Mr. Scott at
Forest Grove,

Of Mr. IFisher, of the Capital
nal, the same might be satd In comg
mont if one dares risk the danger of
bite What would be
Journal without the Hon,
or tho Bay dailies
Maloneys and O'Brien?
has put his life
Headlight, just as ha= Clark Wood in
the Weston Leader, id nobody but o
Humphrey can run a Jefferson Re-
view or a Bede a Sentinel at Cottage
Grave,
These
t random
papers that show value of indi-
viduality in the dally grind. The
new men at Albany will make of
it., for they are young and a
they mnu make thelir own
and M thoir readors forget Mr.
Nutting. At best anywhere it is a
matter of “Sic transit gloria mundi*

The Federal Board for
Education answers a aquite
mand by its issuance of a
the subject of “*Vocational
for Forelgn Trades” in which it is
pointed out that there are soveral
groups of students to whom auch
training would be available, and wval-
uable, and that not only schools and
colleges but private interests should
foster courses of study calculated to
qualify young men for work in this
growing fleld. Emphasis is placed
upon the need of opportunities for
those who are employed during the
day in business houses where they
come in contact with some of the
problems of the subject manner, and
for engineers who require training in
essantials of foreign commerce in or.
der properly to represent American
interests abroad. Attention is espe-
cially ealled to the fact that untrained
men will stand little chance under
compatitive conditions of the future
and that not only basic education
will be essential, also a super-
structure of in pach
requireaments especial trade
tricts
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=,
much
gaxthering
Urogon is

writing

As

oV = " the

Gresham
doe

Eclo

the i
Jim Stews

without the
Ford Baker
the Tillamook

"O8
Coos

into

but
from

areo few names

res

taken

o ae of Oregon

the

standing

e

Vocational
reneral de-
bulletin on
Education

L
but
training

of

the

d '..-.-.-

The form of government
for the German republic
that of the United States so
to be decidedly MNattering,

proposed
resembles
closaly as
but there

will be wise to omit One is the sen-
lority rule by which a blockhead or a
crank gots to the head of a committee
Another is Lhe continuanca in offico
of n Congre for an entire sossion
after its successor has besn cloected,
By studving American experience Ger-
many can learn in other waya how not
to do it

The proposal of an Income tax to
obtain money for readbuilding sounds
Boisheviky. Most of the users of
highways pay now in licensa and
other tax and the man with an fncome
in five figures does not wear surface
much more than the fellow with =
pushcart. a poor way to drag
monaey from the man who has it under
guise of law.

When a man wants to clothe dis-
Joyuity in the garb of religion, he calls
himsslf an “apostle” Such men
gt Lthat one of the eoriginal twealve
aposties was named Judas, and that
they may be put in his ¢lass and may
meet s untimmely an end.

af tha

for-

If Chajrman Hurley,
ping Board, actually intonds
rates for ships low enough
comPetition on tha Pacific, he must
be prepared to cut the wvaluation of
ships mercilessly, for Japan is wvers
much on tha job.

Ship-
to make
to pormit

Arrest of a “sticker” in a meat planl
on a charge of cruelty in killing an
animal seems humorous, but, the
royal headsman would there's A
way of doing these things with neat-
ness and dispatoh

as

Bay.

No matter what they ms
county offici should not ha
thority to fix the pay of assistan
Any law giving that power opens
way to favoritism and abuse.
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A man is not
a boxing match,
should not be
for tent-show
af “benefit.""

compelled 1o atlend
but when he does he
wmrged opera prices

1= under the gulse

a

There is little comfort in Knowing
Portland’'s death rate is the lowest
when you read of the passing of
neighbors and friends on both hands,

Scarce a day goes by without a pro-
test from some state agunins=t the
Burleson telephone autocracy.

Do not dare grumble at the
Think of Noah's wife those
dozen postponed washdays

Not much is heard of disarmument
while the nations dispute at Versallles
for peace.
in

All the burgiars are not

Some have fleeting titles,

jail.

Come home, Woodrow. The animals
llro restless,

surplius |

are a few thinga which the Ger'man.ﬂl

HE 1!

| Canndian

fur- |

I men

THKose Who Come and Go.

You can't hide joy and enthusiasm
so Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Scgoit. who live
at the Multnomah, made no pretense of
concealing thelr emotio vesterday
when, having mourned dead their
only son, a letter mysteriously arrived
from him. Young Scott had made what
was to him a veritable Walk of torture,
as, released from his
pen, he made his w
lines. Weak, worn i dise
could but d them a few
will be unable to travel for a
he sald, and presumably is= |
in France. Young
alinn, in & Canadian 3
ning away from his home
registra office
was unabie to find him.
lHeved he was in an
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you to find th 1
chaplain. Ceolonel Pringle
just returned after four yvyears spent
the battlefisld of ¥ nee. How ma
timen in action witl
knows himself
rihbanas
ponitivel:
He as & n
sough st at the Benson
vesterday, routs for California,
is accompanied by Mra. Helen Camphell
of Seattle, his nicce
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