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GETTING TRUTH.

AT THE

am w kap got off wrong.

n proposes to keep
of weod shipbullding
a single uncon-

or Ignorant editor In
Oregon, or prejudiced and unenlight-
cned st administrati Wash-

ington.

t. Tl has de-
mandad, and tl shipbuilders have a
right to expect, and the public wili
approve, Is that the Shipping Board
carry ont ifs coniracls

The wood shipbullders of thea Co-

Jumbia River woere making commer-
cjul wvessels, which wera practicable
and salenble. They were required,
over their protest, to make vessels
which wers not pra cable and are,

able. Becazuse of

g, the Emergency

therefore, not =sal

ils own gross blunig

Wileet Corporation says the wood ship
is 4 failure. The wood ship 18 not a
fathire. The typs of wood ship de-
signed by the Govermment may bea a
Tadlure.

This Balem paper denounced wood
shipa as wooden tubs, and talked reck-
lessly and fr f sta by the con-

ilealy of wno

tracto 1id denou d the bullders
as sukb v-huntors and grafters, and
wanted an end put to the whole busi-
ness of wood shipbuilding, It is hard
1o have patle » with ‘a3f attitude so
perverse, provineinl and little, or with
expressions so wantonly and wickedly
untruae. They do not at a@ll help the
great work of hullding up Oregon,
There I8 every renson why such
communities ns Salem should look
with favor upon 1 itimate enterprisc
in and abont Portland. If the build-
ing of ships ot ood In o country

having timber as ¢
is not legitimat Iindustry,
have to go back, doubtless, to the days
of real estate exploitation of wild-ecat
town lo 1d fruitless orchards, whero

incipal resource,

we shall

evervbody can get rich at somebody
elsn's expanse.

If the wood shipbullders emegrs
from this with Govarnment

rod-{ape,
dilatorines:
tlon with
fortunate, 3
lions at the comm

cent of

They

profit, tifey will be
h invested mil-
Govern-

the

ment, and they to & hard
time getting ne to sny
nothing of r anything at all

They will h besides, to find L’-)--tr|

OWn met ud ment, so that|
they can ips which they know
will bo and remunerative.
They deser not hurts, from
either the ( nent gt Washington
or from any ) homa,

Whera did the Capitnl Journnl get
Its puthority for lts sintement that the
tpst of wood shlipbuilding has quad-
yupled? It has n with much

=i
and
sulation,

Migher wnees
vost of mact
under Go»

atly advanced
materials all

Tney

HASTENING
The prediction
while nago, ths

THE DAY OF DROUTH.

made only a short|
al the existing rate
of withdrawnls of alcobhoH liquors
from- the bonded warehouses of the
country there would be a million gnl-
lons on 1
na revenuao

2
tax would ever be paid,
now seams llkealy he fmlsified by
evants, The amount of liquor on hand
is only 118,000,000 gallons, according
to gp recent report of the Internnd
Revenue Department, and this is being

to

withdmwn nat a steadily increasing
raje.

here: 1s, in the “wet"” s=states, of
course, a distinet rf'u':\-'remem in the

s direction of honrding spirituous liquor.

Afdvancing prices do not appear to
operate nE a check. The dearer the
whisky, t more certaln people are
determined to obtailn it. Only o few
wesks ago tha news dispatches re-
corded the cass n man in £n Bast-
#rn city who sulted in Insurance
acfuary 1o learn the number of yvears
he might muathemuatically be expected
to live, with a view to Ilaying in a

=upply bosed vpon his average rate of

consumption, Every once in a whils
we read of a stock of liquors put by
with similar providence. With less
than six months to go, and only 118%,.-
000,000 gu E on hand, it begins to
look as If the reil day of drouth for

most of the people of the United States
would st in before the timae ordalged
by the statutes and the proclamation
of the Fresident.
Some of the
reasonnable to suppos

hoarded llguor, it is
» will ba tempted

out of it= hid piaces as soon as the
public sourcesz of supply have dried
up. Fabulous cas will be pald by
fthe Dbibbers and tipplers who are
bound to have their liquor whethér
thay enjoy any of the other conven-
fence=s mand luxuries of life or not

Judging from exzperlance in “dry™ ter-

ritory, there i= practically no limit
io the price that a few individuals
will pay for liquor when ligquor is
scarce.

Thera will then ensus a perlod In
which weé shall be trested to the fo-
miliar cry that more Hguor Is being
sold than ever befora in the hisgory of
the country. “You can get all you
want If you only have the price; there
is plenty of it." we shall ba told. But
the fact will remain that It s not plén-

(g

d on July 1 next upon which

tiful, else the prige would not be in-
ordinate, and that every drink con-
sutned from now henceforth brings us
that much nearer to the day of actunl
drouth.

It is absurd to suppose that any
moonshiming industry that may spring
up will be able to satisfy more than
an inconsequential fraction of the old
demand. It looks at this writing as If
the country would ba dry for all bnt
a few of the forehanded ones some
months befgre the terms of werld
peace are finally fixed hy the Paria
conference,

RATES ETILL GO TUPWARD,

Two pecygliarities of Government
operation of. raiiroads are that every
ravision of rates is upward and that
mnil changes in rules are adverse to
| the shipper. That is the case with the
new rutes proposed for forest products
from the Pacific Coatet to the Middle

West and Fast Already half the
mills fn thls section are closed be-

casse war business hns stopped and

1
poeace business has barely begun, yet

the Railread Administration gives the
scrow another twist,

Every turn of the screw ral=es t?ml

cost of living on the Facific Coast |
and renders it more difficult to maka |
@ living., We must pay more Tor all}

we eatl or wear or use or put lﬂt.ui
buildings, and must be hpndicapped
by high transportation cost in F‘thxig|
onr products in competition with dis- |
tricts which are nearer market, Per- |
haps the alternately bllzzard-swept |
and sun-scorched Enst thinks we
=hould be compelled to pay for tha
privilege of living in “God's country.”
We appreciate the privilege, but we
don't want to vegetata,

There was a time—the bad old tima
when the rallroads were run by soul-
less corporations—when all rate re-
visions were downward, and some un-
grateful citizens may be Incited by the
hieh cost of Government operation to
sigh for those days, even st the risk of
being called reactionaries.

ENLISTED FOR THE TWAR.
Bpeaking of The Oregonlan, we have heard

pome complaint the past year fram Hepub-
llcmun to the effect thpt 1t filrted oo muooh
with the opposition. The Teassn is now mads
apparsnt Therse lsn"t any oppmsition The
[ Oregonian,” nocording fnesion
fn Itz l=sus of L) 4 has no poliilcal con-
victions but iy “Independont™ It throws a
however, In 1In sBIme

thot It “has © found

itsnlf Repubilean nelplea®

—Corvallls Gazette-TImnos.

The opinlons of The Oregonlan are
the product of independent thought
and deliberation by The Oregonian,
and are not made to order for it by
any political organization, The Cor-
vallis idea of ‘“political convictions™
is to wait and see what the Repub.
lican platformm has to say, and then to
join the cuckoo chorus.

If there is complaint that The Ore-
gonian has “flirted too much with the
opposition’” it has=n't reached head-
quarters. What opposition? The
Democoratic Natlonal Administration?
Well, the soverecign ‘American people
in their wisdom maw fit to choose a
FPresident who was and is o Democrat.
He was the voice of Amerlea in the
war, and Its grand commander; and
The Oregonlan enlisted for the war.
So did evervbody and every institution
waorth the name American. The war
could not have bean wan guickly, and
perhaps not at all, wit a divided
America. Wa have no regrets, nnd de-
serve no reproaches

HERE AND THERE,
Although Oregon copied its referen-
dum system largely frdm Switzerland,
it does not seem wholly to have ac-
quired the spirit that pervades the
gmall republic,

2mn

A few weeks ago the tanxpayers of
Portlund rejected a proposal slightly |
to Increase the salaries of the smaller- |
pald shool teachers, The preposal|
was based on the increased cost of

Hving.

At about the same fime thers was
submitted in Zurich a proposition that
the pay of all city and government
emploves who receéeived less than 56000
francs should be increased 110 per
cent

There, also, there waa general dis-
cusslon of the high co#t of living, but
the proposed increases wore not in-
consequentinl. As already sald, they
amounted to 110 per cent. The In-
crease was approved by a large ma-
Jority.

There is this to be =aid In contrast:

Portland s in the midst of seemingyd
abundance. Thers are cheap substi-
tutes for what have been considered
the nocessities of life, It s not a

pieasant thought that the public be-
laves that teachers should manage to
axist with cheaper food and chenpoer
clothing than others, and probubly
that waos pot the inspiration of the
vate. Apparent abundance simply
clouded the understanding of the seri-
ousness of the underpaid teacher’s liv-
ing problem.

In Bwitzerland there s a pgrave
shortage of foed. Butter is rationed
at the rate of one pound per person
the month. The sugar ration is also
one pound. The oll or fat ration is
siightly less. Cereals are unobtainable.
Therefore the Hving problem of the
salaried Individual was plain. The food
supply was sufficient for bare exist-
ence. There was no leswny In quan-
tity or quality. If the pay was not
sufficient to procurs the rations essen-
tinl to life, life would ceaso, There wis
no room for prejudice or parsimony.

Deprivation often begets sympathy
and understanding. Probably most of
whe voted In the negntive “In
rtland do not know the meaning of
deprivation.

iva

FREEDOM OF THE BEAS,

If another name were given to the
principle likely thers would be less
misconception of the meaning of “free-
dom of the seas’” and less misuse of
the term.

In our own land of freedom there
I= not completo unanimity of under-
standing of fresdom of speech or free-
dom of the preas. Bome Individuals
hold that the constitutional guarantee
permits them to write or speak that
; which may incaleuiably Injure the
great majority, that freedom of speech
and press Is llcense to advocate an-
archy, Inwlessness or mmorality.

Germany put a similnr construction
upon freedom of the seas. It insisted
upon its freedom at sex o commit
lawlessness and inhumanity. In the
guise of freedom of the seas it pro-
moted anarchy of the seas,

The thing to be striven for is a law
of the sens that shall Insure the high-
est welfare of anll mations,. When It
is sald that fresdom of the seas does
not exist in fact it |s meant that there
is no lnw of the seas in fact There
are certaln customs that have attained
the term “"international law.," but there
is no enforcing power, no International
Jurisdiction. Vielation of internaticnal
Iaw at sea is left to the will or abllity
of the injured nation to punish, or
prevent recurrence.

1f formation of an ideal League of
Nations, is successful, the lecagua will
perform, &s one function, administra-

tion of clmlii#:h'fd- taws ot the|

ses. There will then be no “fresdom™
of the sea in the sense that belligerents
will, as in the past, establish by might
the superiority of their interests over
the interests of neutrals, Nor In time
of peace will the right to =ail tha seas
and enter any port in pursult of any
lawful commerce be at the sufferance
of any one nation. Therse will be
equallty on the seas, definitely de-
fined and fully enforced by the com-
bined powsr of the natons.

This, if the ideal s attalned. That
there are practical obstacles to for-
mation of such a leagus which may
or may not be overcomse, no man can

dony. The goal may be given many
different terms. One may call it
“"equality on the eeas,” or “interna-

tional sea protectorats,” or *“demo-
cratic jurisdiction over the seas,”" or
something else. There will be free-
dom of the seas undor any name, if
one understands that freedom s not
license or anarchy.

DENMAN IS JUSTIVIED,

That was a foreible argument which
Witliamn Denman, ex-chairman of the
Shipping Board, made In justification
of the policy which he rdvocated of
bullding wood shipf to mest the war
emeoergency, whiles Genernl Goethals”
selzed with an iliusion of grandeur,
tried to force through his Hog Island
steel plan regardiess of expense and
to limit woeod ship construction to the
very minlmum,

The new Shipping Board headed by
Edward N. Hurley has not heen too
friendly to the wood ship, as its re-
cent actlon proves, but over half of
the tonnage which it has produced is
of wood, excluding requisitioned wves-
sels of both wood and steel. While
the desplsed wood wvessels have been
going regularly into the water and
currying cargoes across the sea, Hog
Island has been devouring mililons of
dollars, 18 not yet finished and has
completed only one ship. Events are
justifying Mr. Denman's opposition to
the Goethals policy.

The Hog Isiland experience proves
the utter incapacity of the Government
to put through a blg enlerpruto ao0-
nomically and quickly. Waste and in-
effieiency ere the inevitable conse-
quences of spending other people’s
money whan there ls no close super-
vision, and the 100,000,000 Americafls
whose money 1s going into Hog Island
cannot possibly keep a close watch
on the job. That experionce also in-
dicates that thero is a polnt beyond
which an enterprise cannot expand
and still produce greater economy and
Eood, quick work, The lmitations
are those of any one man's capacity
to keep his eye on everything in his
care.

Possibly Hog Island may be launch-
Ing large numbers of ships about the
time whan the Peace Congress ad-
Journs. It Is the most monumental
r:_ulure of the war, a match for the
giroraflt programme,

ATHLETICS OVERSEAS.

lan= afoot In France for a big
series of athletic meets, modeled some-
what after the Olympic games, prom-
ise a revival In athletics which win
far more than offset ths loss to com-
petitive sport brought - by the war.
General Pershing, it {= =ald, has given
his approval to the proposed BLmas
in the Army witich, aided by tha ath.
letic organizations of the Young Men's
Christian Associaton, Knights of Co-

| lumnbus and kindred bodies, will com-

bine the sccepted athletic events with
the more military features, auch as
target shooting and Brennde throwing.

The advices from France say that
the proposed contests wiil not be con-
fined to the American Army, but will
conciude, after the various company,
regimental, divigsional and Army
champlonships have been decided, in
a great inter-allled military Olympic
meet, deseribed as the “most extensive
serles of athletle contests ever held.™

The news from overseas Indleatas
that the games will be really a sub-
stitute for the acoepted Olymple Eames
w}uch in the regular course of events
will be held next in 19520, They will
be limited to members of the Ameri-
cany French, British, Italian and Bel-
Blan armles, and will no?, In the strict
sense of the modern Qlympinds, be
open to all comers,

It is more than iikely that the war
will do much to modernize the time-
honored Olymple games which dats
back to prehistoric times, Strabo nt-
tributing their origin to the Hera-
kleldae after thelr conqguest of the
Peloponnesus. But the first glimpse
of anything approaching historic fact
in connection with the games is their
so-ciallad revival by Iphites, King of
Ells, with the assistance of the Spar-

tan lawgiver, Lyocurgus, about S84
E. C. At first, It Is conjectured, only
Peloponesians participated tn  the
Olympic ganmes, but gradunlly the

other Greck states were attracted to
them and the festival became FPan-
hellenic. Originally and for a long
time none were allowed to contend
except those of pure Hellenic blood:
but after the conquest of Greoce by
the Homans the lntter sought and oh-
tained this honor and both Tiberius
and Nero figure In the list of Roman
victors,

With the decline of Gresce the
Olympic gumes were discontinuad and
only in recent years have ths historie
contests been revived. Amerlean ath-
letes have, for the last 20 yearas fig-
ured prominently {n the gnmes which
only ongs, at Bt Louils in 1904, have
been held in this country. In 1896
the games were first revived at
Athens, where a few American ath-
letes took part. In 1900 the games
were held at Paris;, where Americans
showed Europe their prowess on the
track and fipld, and in 1908 Athens
agnin held the games. In 1908 mnt
London and in 1812
Americans made a clean swaep of
many of the events The contests
were to have been held In Berlin in
1316, but the war intervened, and £ is
fairly safe to axsume that the con-
tests which the s=chedule calls for in
1920 will not be held at the Prussian
cepital.

Portiand and Oregon take o peculiar
interest In these gameés because of the
great array of gthletes from this sec-
tlon who have won honors against the
best in the world. In 1906 one athlete
from the Pacific Northwest competed
ot Athens—Bert Kerrigan, of the Mnale.
nomah Club of Portiland., Despite an
injury recelved in a tidal wave before
reaching Glbraltar, the Portiand
jumper returned with a medal, having
taken third place.

At London in 1908 a great trio of
athletes from Oregon won far greater
honors and blazed Oregon’s name high
on the record of things nthletic. These
three were Dan Kelly, who took second
place in the broad jump; Forest
Emithson, who brokse all world's rec-
ords in winning the high hurdle race,
and A. €, Gilbert, who came home a
first prize winner in the pele vault.
Thera wera only thres entries from

at Stockholm, |
| you.

home state, = .

Again, In 1912 at Stockholm, ath-
letes from Oregon showed that tha
victories of the pravious Olympiad
wers not accldents, but were resal
products of & great country where
great athletes nre developed. Afartin
Hawkine, of Portland, won third prize
in the high hurdle events, losing only
to Americans, while Sam Bellah, vaul-
htﬂ'. and Walter McClure, distancs run-
ner, defeated all forelgn competitors
and lost only to Americans in ths
finals,

Portland, therefore, may be par-
doned if it locks on the Olymplc games
with a certaln amount of pride, as
there it has been able to show to the
world just what it can produce. Now,
in the reorganization of the games
which war will doubtless bring about,
Oregon is sgaln ready to vie with the
world, as Oregon’s best ara now in
France and these boys have becoms
as well versed In things military as
they formerly were in things athletic.

The Olymple games have had, as &
prominent feature, centuries ago and
agalin in the modernized games, svents
based on the wars of old. The discus
throw, apparently, is a rellc of o long-
Torgotten weapon, although history
does not make its origin clear, and it
s possible the disc may have been
purely a toy as is our meodern quoit.
The jfavelin throw is purely militinry
in character, but It 1s based on a form
of weapon now obsolete In warfare.
The marathion race, the gruelling run-
ning event of 26 miles 235 yards, 1is
historic and commemorative of the
victory of the Greeks ovaer the Per-
slanéd In the battls of Marmthon in
abhout 480 B. C. Its Incorporation in
the games apparently began soon after
that period.

That the warg just closing will leave
its traces on athletic endeavor already
seems assured. The established avents
will probably remain, but they will ba
called upon to accept a= competing
featuras contests which are based on
modern warfare. Grenads throwing
seems llkely to play an lmportant part
In future competition. Already the
Amaricans have shown thelr prowess
at this, The Yanks refusing to ac-
cept the British and French style of
stiff-arm throwing and used to hurl-
ing bascballs, showed thelr teachers
in short order that the method em-
ployed by them from childhood on the
baseball diamonds of the Unitad States
was far superior, and they proved their
right to scoff at the European meéthod
of grenade tossing by shattering dis-
tance and accuracy records.

Rifla shooting, too, will »e ona of
the prominent featnres of the forth-
coming competitions. In 1908 at Lon-
don, it may be recalled, Americans de-
feated nll comers with the rifie, but
it cannot be taken for granted that
the Yanks will have an easy a time In
the future. Worthy competition will
likely ba furnlshed by our allles,. who
for the last four years have been
sleeping with their rifles at thelr sides,
eating with the weapons at one hand
and daily engaging In rifla combnt
with the boche whera there was far
more than a gold mednl for the prize.

The Austrians might have foreseen
that they would bhe defeated when
they saw that archdukes were put in
command of their armlea. Only one
Austrian archduke won important bat-
ties—Charles of Napoleon's time—and
he won his victories In Europe while
the little corporal was in Egypt. The
other archdukes won thelr victories in
the fieldsof maotrimony and diplomacy

e 84,254 jobs secured for soldiers
by. tha Faderal Employment Service
do not Include the jobs that were walt-
Ing for the men when they came back,
and the two together will go far
toward laying the bugaboo of unom-
ployment. It is nmot yet demonstrated
that there will not be a labor shortago,
rather than a surplus, In the recon-
struction times.

Shubuta, Miss, gets on the roll of
dishonor by Iynching two men and two
women—negrocs—accused of murdor.
When the thousands of negro soldlers
got back into eivil llfe, much ““white
trash™ is going to revise 1ts conduct,

There is no room to boast of progress
In conservation, when cohildran die in
the New York schools for Inck of food.
Conservation should begin with human
life and health, leaving birds, gnme
and trees for later conslderation.

The number of under officers In the
Army 1s not at hand, but it is Iarge,

nlly the percentage is not alarming to
the welfare of the Nation.

The appeal of Mr., Bill Strandborg
for mose nuts for the kids" Chrigtmns
should be heeded. If every "nut™ In
the city were to send a pound he would
sleep better this week.

Thit Pollsh editor who says the
Jew is an agitator Is a long way off.
The Jew has been a persuader and
lately became a fighter, but agitator
never,.

With probability of snow at the end
of the weesk, the siynll boy who reads
the papers will fign on a sled in his
stocking Christmas mormn.

That murder from ambush In Baker
gg:nty will not long be a mystery.
tleg whisly will loosen the tongue

of the murderer.

If & woman could stick a few pin-
feathers in A fish and stuff it as she
would a turkey, it might be & fine sub-
stitutd

Your guest on tha $1.50 slipped to
a hotel man never will know who did
{t. but he will have a great opinlon of

That alleged murderer at Muskegon,
Mich., pleaded gullty Saturday night
by hanging himself.

Oregon 15 not lagging in the Red
Cross enll; it's her usual galt, with a
slam-bang finlsh.

Davis, the bank robber, will be homae
for Christmas, but what a home-
coming!

Mrs. Spencer has returnéd to tell ns
to eat mora fish. Mrs Spencer tulks

sense.

§ you do not find it advertised this
vear, it's not made and for sale.

Get a Red Cross button today and
become a *“"dollar-a-year’” man.

War- e inflation has got Ianto
Christmas expectations.

A filve-day week does not help the
cook or housewife any.

Any gift is *“ideal" if thers is good

Oregon and the Pacific Northwest, but

will with 1t,

and if one falls from grace occasion- |

to hiz| DISPOSITION  OF TROOPS GIVEN

Table and Article In Sunday Oregonian
Answer Many Inguiries.

In the Sunday Oregonian, December
22 (page 21, first section), was pub-
lshied a table showing the assignments
to divisiona of warious infantry and
other units. Also there was therein
given latest availa®le Information as
to disposition of numerous military or-
Eanizations in France, and those des-
lgnated for early return were indi-
cnted,

Readars of The Oregonian whoe are
Interested im soldiers in France are
urged to conault the information men-
tioned.

The data aforementioned answer ful-
I¥ the queries of these correspondents:

Mra. J. M. Barker, Portland.

A Friend.

Mre Hister, Portland.

Bubscriber, Twaco, Wash,

C, I. Williams, Banks, Or.

Mra. ¥Freda Ross, Hoquiam, Wash.

Soldler’'s Sister, Portland.

Intereated, Corvallls, Or.

A Bubscriber, Goble, Or.

Anxious Mother, Montesans, Whash.

An Anxious Mother, Portland.

Soldler's Mother, Portland.

sA RHender, Salem, Or.

A Sister, Centralin, Wash,

H. L &, Portland.

Mre. ¥I. E. Smith, Galvin, Wash.,

Constant Reader, Hammond, Or,

Mra. W. T. Beveridge, Gridly, Cal

Mra. G. W, O, Portland.

A Eubucriber, Portland.

Mre. J. 1. Mead, Bend, Or.

A Spldier's SBister, Portland.

M. F. 8. Heppner, Or.

Men, J. G. V., Fo Eil. Wash.

H. FI. B, Aberdeen, Wash,

Anxioun Elster, Tillamook, Or.

Anxious Wife, Independenca, Or.

V. 8§ O., Portland.

Mra. G. J., Mstolius, Or.

Soldler's Wife, Dryad, Waah.

M. J. H, Portland

Onco Member Battery B, Clats-
kanle, Or,

;‘I;hc sams data answer so far as pos-

L
Eubecriber, Washougal, Waah.
Fathers of 9ist Division Boys, Port-
land.

Mrs. D. Churchlil, Eagle Creek, Or.

Mrn, M. D, Dalles, Or.

Information s not avallable that an-
Bwears thesoe corrsspondents:

H. B, Portland.

Mra, R. L. Schaller, Portland.

Boldier's Sister, Fortland,

A Mother, Toledo, Or.

3\":. :} M., Dundee, Or.

Soldiar's Wife, Estacad or.,
Mra. H. C. E., FPrinevl)le, l?-'r.
Anxious Mother, Woodburn, O
Anxlous Mother, Tlliamook, Or.
Bervice Star, Front Lake, Wash.

A Reador, Portland.
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LET RED €CROSS HAVE WAR FLEET

Writer Would Tarn German Shipa Over
te Seocliety to Be Scerapped.

PORTLAND, Or, Dec. 22—(To the
Editor.)—Under date of Deocomber 18,
from Paris, appoared an articls whare-
in It was recounted that the American
FPeace Delegntion would taks iis stand
for the sinking of the German fineat
wlhich has been surrendered, If this

“space filler,” well and good; but,
on the contrary, If there Is any truth
therein, and such an Iden 1is uimut ta
t."ke shape and form, in the name of
God sand suffering humanity, let us
pause before an act of foolishnesn, to
Eay nothing of lasting regret. Is coms-
mitted.

Are the allles no better than the
Huns from whom this fleot was taken
Lthat we, too, must ruthlessiy deplro\:
millions of doliars’ worth of wvalue?
Is the economlc condition of the world,
notwithstanding the vast txpoenditures
of this greatest of wars, still so Ple-
thoric as to necossitate this additionnal
“bleeding ™ Let us get away from the
days of suparstition and witcheraft
with thelr ldeas that the inanimate In-
stroments used to commit the wrong
which are contaminated and accursed,
and must therefore be destroyed.

There is value in this flest, big value
Why destroy that which could be so
advantageously used (n relieving hu-
man suffering? Is the wonderful work
of the IRed Crops, especinlly during the
past four years, to count for nothing
with us, and fiol bespeak our considern-
tion? Turn the German fleet over to
the Red Cross, with the understanding

that It 1s to he “scrapped.” but that
the avalle are to be administered by
that socisty. In our fight for world

freedom and democracy this fleet was
acquired. Let the world have the bene-
fit of the vaius there ia in it through
tha officlent managoment of the Red
Croes, AMBERICAN.

NEGLECT IN CASUALTY REPORTS

F“lle of Wounded Soldler Seen Gross
efficiency Somewhere.
PORTLAND, Dee, 23—(To the
j tor, )—1 have raceived the official
|nouncement that my Husband
{wounded In actlon, degree
mined, about October €.
The emd of thes letter
further Information
| War Dapartment
to you promptly."”

In-

Edi-
an-
“was
undeter-

reads: “Any
receivedd by the
will be transmitted

It corialnly is nmot with great rellef
iand assurance I have read the |ast
| statement when two and one-haif
{months passed before I recelved the
first report.

This is the second Instance of neg-
lect of the War Department that has
happened in our family, the other being
& rousin‘s death on September 28, The
only notification recelved was the land-
ing of his persona] belongings at his
mother's door.

The women of Amerlca give willlngly
thelr men for 2ervice, but we expect
efficiency from the men that stay at
home to protect our interests and thefra
to the best of thelir abilf

They have evidently fallen down In
one of the most Important parts of the
department and 1 feel that (t ja the
right and duty of svery American oiti-

zen to investigats the reason of the
neglact.
I have registered my complaint In

Washington, and I hope that every
person who has suffeed from any neg-
lect will issue complaint that we may
be able to have an Government to up-
hold the p‘tn-'l;;lu that our Constitu-
tion stands” for. L&t us make it the
duty of every American citizen to find
men who wiil have principle enough
within themsacives Lo seo that that prin-
ciple iz carried out
WIFFE OF A BOLDIER.

REMEMDBER.
YWhen you say, "I'm glad to meet you,"
As a friend comex up to greet you,
Make your smile as sweet ay honey In
a clover hloom at dawn;
Put some hsart-throb |n the greeting,
For the onea that ypu are meeting
May be hungry for such message—and
*twill help him when you're gone.

There's a world of help and cheering

In & handelasp that's endearing:

Thiat Is gquick and warm and hearty,
though no word I8 ever sald;

"Tisn't just the touch that lingera,

Just a ciasp of palm and fingers,

But the glow of sincere upirit that llves
on when years have fled.

Life Is not a path enduring,
Filled with episodes slluring,
But a ruagged trall, bard-trodden,
through a wilderness of woe;
But each #2oul has charm and power
To produce some tender flower
That shall yield a little fragrance as
along that trall wa go.
—GRACE E HALL
£07 Bast Forty-ninth sireet North.

Addrens of Soldler.

NORTH BEND, Or, Dec. 20—~—(To the
Editor.)—Can I learn the home address
of a soldler of the 1824 Infantry by
writing the auxilinry of Tompany C
1624, His home Is in Peortland some-
where. CONSTANT READER.

The asuxiliary officers could no doubt
furnish or obtain the addresa,

——
Men Whe Flan League of Peace Fear
te Attempt Minor Adjustment.

PORTLAND, Or. Dec. 23—(To the
Edltor.)—Can it bs posaible that the
press dispatches sre correct in stating
the peace commissioners are seriously
considering sinking the German fleet
“for fear that It could mot be divided
among the allies without causing
trouble™ It surely seems that there
must be some mistake.

Thess pame commissjoners are also
reported Lo be about to form a league
of nationa to prevent future wars. They
ocan have but littie confidenmce !n their
own abliity along that line if the only
WAy they can find to avold
troubles among themoselves |n such
comparatively small matter as this

thelr ecountrics collectively—property
that has been bought and pald for with
the hlood of milllens of the beat men
of thair countries,

Whils It 18 true, a8 far as our com-
missioners ars concerned, that we a4ld
mot enter the war for the purposs of
nequiring this, or any other kind of
property, it has come o us as a result
of the war, just as the Fhillppine
Inlands were thruat om us am a respit
of the Bpanish-American war. We did
not want them bdut we 4id not side-
aten the responaibility when 1t came

To destroy those ships would bhe siml-

L there should bhe a disagreament be
tween Clarke and Multnomah Counties
over the tolls

It reminda a person of two children
who awn a toy jointly and cannot agro:
an to the time each Whould have it t
play with, What parent would mas
that the only way to settle the dispute
was to destroy the toy?

Another agnestion:
. gues of Nations™ is formed will not
the reanit necessarily be to decrcase
the number of future wara, but at the
same time to increass the
of those we do have? INQUIRER,

Open Lands for Soldlers,
TILLAMOOK, Or,, Dec, 21.—(To ths
Editorl)—{1) To whom should ono write
for Information concerning
Government Ianda that may ba filed on
by the soldlera that will be home after
peace 1s finally assured? (2) 1Ia
Gith Awmgunition Train, C, A C,
to return soon?
INTERESTED READER.

Thers has heen no special land
legialntion pazsed In behalf

(1)
settlement

scriptive of soll characteristics and
desirabllity of any parti
acction !s not avallable.

(2) Yes,

Three Principles Must Stand,

PORTLAND, Dec. 230—(To the Edi-
tor.)—It Is to be hoped that at the
final signing of the “league of ne-
tlon=" the following in some form will
be incorporated:

Nothing herein shall be construed n=
to requirs the Unilted States of Americn
to depart from lts traditionml policy
of protective tariff, enforcement of the
Monroe Doctrine or the exclusion of
undesirable Asiatic Immigration,

If an abrogation of these principles
or any one of them shall come out of
thelr dolngs, it cannot and will not
stand; pnor is there any power on earth,
aingly or combined, able o cram such

goody-goody agreement down the throat
of tha American people
This Mr. Wilson and his
should clearly understund.
B

ndvisers

CLINE

Tie Looked Like One,
PORTLAND, Dac. 20—(To
tor.)—I read vyour article Sun
cember which you disc
reading of character or adaptation
professions by appearance. 1
| leave to disagreo, und for the following
reason:

the Edl-

undertaker.

GRANVILLE LOUTHER.

GRESHAM, Or., Dec. {(To the
Editor. ) —Why sink the
shipa?

When millions of human
sending Yorth the aAgonirzring
food and clothing When the
and kindrod organizations are

-y

War-

Warships Worth Salvage,
| German

beings

are

for

cries
RNed Cross

earnestly

appealing to the public for funds with
which to eéarry on thelr maganimous
work; when.the taxpayera of all the
war-ridden countries are being bur-
dened to the wveérge of bankruptey

moet the onormous ¥ wcurred
by war conditions; s helght
of prodigality to se ships to

the bottom of the sea?l
Why not scerap them and sell te the

higheet bidder and give the

to the Red Cross, G N

SAGER.

TFopulation of the World.

PORTLAND, Dec. 22.—{To the Ed)-
tor.)—(1) To settle a dinmpute will yon
please give the world's population™ (2)
Alsg, what nation has the most poople
per equare mile? CHAS E. WILSON.

1)

About 1,.891,751,000,

(2) Before the war Belgfum was
ths most densely peopled nation, as
such, aniess one axcept the principality
of Monaco, which is in fact a eity. It is
doubtliess true that thera aro other areans
of extent equal to that of Belgium with
as great or larger population, but they
do not constitute nations In themsealven

When President Left United States
PORTLAND, Or., Deac 22.—(To the
Editor.)—FPlease advise whether at any

In November, 15806, President Roose-
valt, while visiting the Panama Canal
Zone, also visited the citlies of Panama
and Colon, neither which wus
United Staten or under ]
Americnn flag. This Government, a
the time, exercised control over the
two cities for certaln sanitary purposes,

of

territory Lk

™ 0

elfef From Nawval Dotr,
FOREST GROVE, Or., Dec, 21.—(To
the Editor.)—To whom ya )
apply to get a son d
Navy, who enlisted of
war for four years, hut is now nes
at home. OLD SUBSCRIBER.

warged
on account

from the

ed

The son makea application through
his ecommanding offlcer for extended
furlough Send him affldavits sett
forth the need for him at home,

ing

Jdentity of OSth Infantry,
ATURORA, Or., Dec, 21.—(To the Ed!-
tor.)—I have a brother In France who
writea hils address, “6§th Inf." Does
that mean 68th regiment or G3th diyi-
afon? 1If 68th regiment, what division
would he be in? Is It ordered hame?
ANXIOUS SISTER,
Fifty-elghth Infantry regiment. It
fs & part of the Fourth Divislon, in the
Army of oocupation,

magnitnde |

a per=on |

PARADOX SEEN IN SHIP-SINKING.]

euTiOUS |

i
ia
by destroying property that belongs to |

In Other Days.

Twenty-flve Yecars Ago.

Fram The

Oregontan of Decamber 23, 1823

Pernambuco—=tartling rumors have
reached here that the insurgent flest
at Rio Janelro after two days of desul-

tory fight

ing made a determined attack

in force and captured the city,

Pittshorg.—A cavein dizaster in ths

new addit
occurred

fon of the Carnegie mine las
at Homestead Fourteen or

fiftoen are known to do dead and many

more are

injured.

Portland s itnaugurating a big char-

ity campa
ix belng
firms of
quantities

ign. A free Christmas dinner
arranged and. In addition,
the city are donatlng huse
of food supplies, such as po-

| tatoes, bread and cakes.

lar to blowing up our interstate bridge | .

o

If the "proposed |,

Oregon |

the |

linted |

cular guarter |}

| I was sitting thils morning In
Unlon depot at Portlund. I had Just
learned that the tmin for Medf:
would not reach there until 11
tonight. I was feecling disappointed,
when & man approached me and .

WAre you the min ascompanying o
dead body from EverettT™

“No, I sald. |

“Beg your pardon,”™ sald he; "you
ook like him."

Now 1 know I ehould have been an

to | AF

proceeds | i

time during his time In office ¥ one |
of our Proeogidenty left United States
soll EDGAR A. NOWAG |

The Fall term of the University
Oregon closed today

laas of *9
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d.

¥
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Ths
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Wold,
landly, Eugeres, and I M. Gienn, Seat-
A .
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of
Graduates of the
4 are the AMisses Mollizsa EHIilL
Astoria; Em-
and Carria

2, Amy Powell,

Marw Coliler

Laurie, Anacortes; G. F

: P. 1. Brattain, Pals-
Undefwond, MeMinnville, and

an, =

- —-

Fifty Yeamrs Agpwn.
Oregonian of Decamber 23

Vienna Fremdenblatt
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|awoarn

steamer

fo protect.

Continental,

or San Francisco, has bean put In
« rantine for = illpox. The schoon-
ibethh Kimball 1= still in quar-

Prospen
Wan!
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ngt

tha | ins

Dong"
nd
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SANDY,
Lor,
Company
aglon, WwWas
30 and

linted

Ceneral
that

the

Nov

fighting

smallpox

—Can

November 11;
to coma home?

and

Mort Townsend with several

aboard.

the
ars flat-

ts for a gay evening at
on Guard's armory

conxidered “out of

rea 1 fat turkeya are
of soldiera of the present war, although |sellin ns $4 nploca.
Congress has plans under curnidm.;—l
tion. Soldlers, of course, now have the [OLD ACADEMY IAYS RECALLED
usual homestead rights, but to iocate _—
themselver requires personal inguiry | Death of Doungies W. Tavior Reminds
and investigation of open Government | Classmate of Time's Inroads,
lands, Townshilp maps can be obtained SAN FERANCISCO, Dec. 19.—(To the
at the various United States land of- TP v ath of Douglas W.
ficea in Oregon— Burns, La Grande, |, o HONIRE. CInauly: this Bhagings
b - 3 > ol (Jim) Blossom forcibly re-
Lake View, Portland, Rossehurg, Tho | s me that bul Lew ¢ vo ald Ports
Dalles. Vale—but official literature de- A ¢ s b now remain to pay

their

diz=

wins consclentions
udent. Hls sub-
world
Profassor
tralning
i determis
1 well for life's

inesn

hat
syimipathetic

incible

and a a boy

as a speaker.
yflernoon af

h ran sxome-

tomb-

bling
e

Thom
Chapman,
Griswaold, Dy

whoxa

mea), and
rille Thomp-
Taryler never shirked his
his desath s distinctly a loas
nmunity 1 h I 1ife was
EUGENE SHELEBY.
I REDEEMED MAN.
AVARe, Tu( and selflsh he:
and strength made him the
« of beast
the jungles, where he held
feasin,
his belly eraved or eye could
tor., hP power made him
fren
. He .rled, "The hills their
e vield, ’
the frults of forest and of

mine and all was made

me.”

hands

are shackled and his
| wera bound,
About his nec) a baby's armas wars
und,
ove's unvyialding fetters held
fant
pored unto the mother child

wife —F. W. PARKER,

City.

TTth In Actiom.
Or.. Dec. 21.—(To the Edl-
you inform m#e whethar
L. 205th Infantry, T7th Divi-
in abtion betwasen Ootober
also If they ars
ANXIOUS.

Pearshing's report
77th Division made mno ad=-
did littla or no fighting
ember 6, was In serioua
first November.
return.

indicates

It

of

d for

The division is not d
m———— i
Live to De 100 Yenrs,
Thrift Magasine.
should strive to live at
least vears and ail hitched up
in working harnosss, fany & man foels
that he would llke to retire at about
60 and spend the rest of his years with
nothir Lo do but 3 a gold-headed
cane around by the hand It s thrifcy
ta st on the job just as long as po=-
sible Every man should make the
cont it his favorite flower and
the kKer his worst anemy.
s ——
Nallo Bid In 500,
Dec. 20.—(To the Ed-
rive me the correct way
o in 500. Can a bid of
muade with all four
Cc. B N

The bidder's partner does not play In

either

on the table.

d~r_--. was the

Ansignment
DAYTON,

sane inf

itor.)—Fle
dier of
vision,
210%7th Infa
be In ths

single
ble nulio the “widow™

tha 15
who

oar

double nullo, In dou-
is let

L face down
single nullo the biddar
and discards.

In

“widow"

of
Dec

J07th Infantry.
19.—(To the Ed-
orm me whether a 2al-
Infantry, 40th Di-
transferred to the
F, would m=till
i

or.,

th
wan

ntry, Company
40th Division.

The 207th Infantry is In the 77th Di-

vision.



