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WHAT KIND OF A LEAGUE?
The league of nations, to do justice
bolwoen nations and keep the world's

peaco, is a noble idea. Bul it is one
thing te have & commendable concep-
tlon, shared in by all right-thinking

men and women, and ancother to apply
It 10 pruclice. That is the reason that
the league of natiopns is as yet but an
&Liractive generality.

Already we see that Grest Britain
will insist on Its ¢ld status of a two-
power nation. It will have, {f it'can, a

niavy, twice as powerful as the next
greatest navy. Will it be desirable to
have the seas, which are hereafler to
ba freo, dominated by any one nation?
Or is the league of nations to control
the neas? 1If , how? Through Great

Britein's navy? Then, of course, Great
PBritain willl control the seas and to
that extent—a very great extent—
dominate the langue of nations. \

Perhaps Great Britain will turn its
&reat navy over to the league of na-
tions, Perhaps. 'Then, of course, the
uavy of the league will be an instru-
ment which may be turned at some
time against Great Britain.

America, too, is thinking now in
terms of a large Navy, as large as
Great Britaln's. On what conditions
is it planned

that America shall sup-
port the league? Will it slso surren-
der jts Navy' If so, and if Great

Eritain does likewise, the two greatest
mavies will' be the league's very own.

It becomes important, then, to con-
sider how the league |tself i{s to be
formed and controlled. Are Greant
Britain and America jolntly to domi-
nate Or is ench to have the same
vaolee and authority wit
=4 other nations?

Shall America,

1in the league

for example, have
more 1o say, or less, in the league,
than Ttaly, or Siam, or China, or
Liberic? Or shall it have power coms-
mensurate with what it may have sur-
rendered to the league, and with its
true position in the world? If so, and
if other nations hiave the same, the
league will be dominated by the great

POWETS.
Ferhaps +that Is the intentlon.
America can, of course, commit Its

destinies (0 no combination of nations
that reduces L in prestige and in-
fluence to the status of Liberia and
Blam. But, on the other hand, it must
take no chance of endangering its
soverelgnty in any pooling of inter-
wstd, real or supposed, with any other
power whatsoever. No one desires it,
mnd no one, o0 far as has been dis-
covered, proposes it. But the way to
Eot into the league, and make it of-
fTective, without conecessions all around
—Dby America and all the others—has
mnot yet been made clear.

What concesslons to a league of na-

tions is America willing to make in
the way of modification of the Monroe
doctrine, Involving its domination of
the Wi

irn Hemisphere, and the right
to develop its National existence with-
out consulting any European or Asiatic
nation?

Is America willing to consult and
be guided by Europe as to its EXpan-
sion on the Pacific?

Is Americe ready to neutralize the
Panoma Canal?

Let us not say that a league of na-

tionas is impossible or oven imprac-
ticable. We hepe it Is both possible
and practieable, A league committed

to certain definite principles—such as
the fonrteen Wilson articles of peace—
I8 within the range and scope of in-
ternationnl agreements. But what
elue?  Are we Lo have a paper league
or some other kind of a league?

THE GOVERNMENT IN BUSINESS,
One of the new devices which has
Erown out of Government activity in
commerce and industry te meet war
emargencies bus beon the Government-
owned norporation, which enjoys all
the rights and is subjeoct to all the
Habilities of a private corporation. The
first of the kind was the E mergency
¥lest Corporation, but several others
have been formed in Imitation of it,
one having taken charge of spruce
production in the Pacific Northwest.
Where these industrlal and business
operations were necessary to provision
of war supplies, there was good cause
for their segregntion in this manner:

But it has not stopped there. The
Commerce Department has organized
& corporation with Federal officials
as direclors and with public funds as
capital for the purpose of trading with
Biberin. That Is as fur as the Govern-
ment has gone toward supplying the
egonomic needs of Russia, since a
declaration of Administration policy
toward that countiry was made last
Summer. At that time it was proposed
to send an economic commission, but
no more has been said of that schame.
Instead, the Government uses the peo-
ple's money to engage in the fmport
and export trade.

No war emergency justifies this pro-
eedure. Private enterprise Is ready to
enter the field whereever stable and
safe conditions have been established,
and to advance as fast as the country
bacomes pacified. Government traders
cannot go any farther or faster, for
trade iz practicable only where the
provisional government of Siberia or
the allisd forces have restored order.
If Congress had been asked for au-

s thority for the Commerce Department
to go Into foreign trade, something
would surely have been heard about it

There is a decided tendency for the
Governmant to undertake to do any-
thing and everyihing that needs to be
dene. It does not exist for that pur-
pose, and it is not qualified to do the
work well., The Department of Com-
merce was established to discover and
maks known opportunities for Ameri-
ean to-do business abroad and

to facilitnte their eperations, not to go
into business jtself. The United States
Government was never intended to
become a huge co-operative enterprise,
which should branch out into every
field of endeavor, and before It be-
comes such the people must be con-
sulted and must give thelr deécision. A
halt should be called on Secretary
Redfield’'s exploitls.

WITHOUT MONEY OE PRICE,

The Hed Cross succors and saves.
It gives without stint, and helps with-
out quibble or question. When the
soldier is hungry, the Red Cross feeds
him; when he iz wounded, the Red
Cross cares for him;: when he is sick,
the Red Cross cures him; when he is
dying, the Hed Cross comforts and
relieves him. It is always on the job.
It asks no reward, exaols no price, but
just serves and gives

No one who has bean in France can
fail to acclaim the Red Cross. Every
soldler who Is there, and every sol-
dier who has returned, knows about
its good work, and will tell about it
He will tell you that it is efficiently
organized, but that it has the human
touch, and it Is in sympathy with the
soldier and he s {in sympathy with iL
Good men and good women are there
to carry the Red Cross to the Army.
They are doing it

If nny father, or mother, or brother,
or sister, or friend of a soldier has any
doubts about the Red Cross, let such
one ask that soldier, or any soldier.

WAR ON WASTE.

The record of reduction food
wasie effected in one month in the
lumber industry of the Pacific North-
west is instructive to all the peopls
of the United States. It shows what
can be done by systematiec, co-opera-
Live effort toward curing one of our
worst National vices. Only one in-
dustry in one corner of the country
was concerned. If an equal effort
were madae in all sections, enough
might be saved to feed a nation such
as PBelgium or Serbia, wyot all in
America would still have not only
enough but abundance.

But after reducing waste by 936 tons
in October us compdred with August
the logging camps still wasted 1210
tons of food. There was still much
room for economy, for they hud made
enly a beginning. There I8 much
farther to go before the jirreducible
minimum 8 reached. The incentive
to economy will continue through next
year, for the whole world is short of
food, and will not begin to make good
the deficlency until a harvest hn.s been
reaped in Europe.

But that mcentlve will always exist,
We have been reminded by the high
cost of Hving since millions of people
suspended production that prices are
fixed by the action and reaction of
supply and demand. Those who waste
diminish supply, thereby increass de-
mand and raise pricesa. If all were to
stop wastie, they would in effect in-
crease supply, reduce demand and re-
duce prices,. Decrease In production
might follow, but at least the cons
sumer would get one lap ahead in the
race. By waste the consumer himself
raises the price of what he cats,

in

EHAKI COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE.

The ambitious scope of the plans
for the “University in Khaki,” which
is being rapidly organized for the ben-
efit of our soldiers overseas, is re-
vealed by the announcement that espe-
cial weight will be given to the study
of agriculture. FPresident Butler, of
Massachusetts Agricultural Collegea,
has already sailed for France and he
is to be joined abroad soon by ecight
presidents and deans of American ag-
ricultural colleges, who ars to act as
regional directors of the “‘world's
grentest university." The educational
sv=tem is being whipped into shape by
the Young Men's Christian Assoclation,
in co-operation with the Army Educa-
tional Commissipn. In view of the
probably prolonged stay of our Army
of occupation, the practieal trend of
the course of study is significant.

Sundry opportunities for field work,
which is inseparable from efficient in-
struction In farming, exist In France
and Belgium, where intensive meth-

of mear-perfection attained
else in the world. In these reglons,
for example, thae.usa of fertilizers is
made to correspond most nearly to the
needs of the soil and the profit to be
derived from the crop. There is not
the same tendency a= has recently ex-
isted in the United Siates to expect
chemicals to atone for poor cultural
methods and to apply them in n hap-
hezard way. The student farmer will
be particularly unlikely to come un-
der spell of the German potash propa-
ganda, which his been responsible
for use of quantities of this fertilizer
greatly In excess of needs In America,
Indeaed, the German cxperieice, near
at hand, 1= likely to operate as & re-
straining Influence, for it is now weil
known that during the war, while the
product of tho Stassfurt mines has
been diverted to munitions plants,
German production has nol suffered
thereby.

It is In the depariment of animal
hushandry that Americans will profit
mo=t by contact with.their allies, for
breeding 18 u fine art in both France
and Belgium, The same trite of
feeding to obtain maximum results, a
study of which is particularly advis-
able now that the United Elates is ap-
proaching the end of the free range
and cheap pasture period. Thera will
be something to be learned in horti-
culture, although Americans them-
saelves have beesn well in the fora in
this industry in recent years. An-
other department In which the method
of study by visitation ought to be
flluminnting is thnt of farm economics
and country life. Our European
brethren have succseded consplicu-
ously In solving the problem of mak-
mg the farm community also a com-
munity of homes, and by catehing the
gpirit of this we shall do much toward
checking the movement awny from
the land.

It is worth noting that French in-
stitutions of learning have indicated
their intention of placing all their fa-
cilities at the disposal of Americans.
In doing this they ashow their wisdom,
no less than thelr benevolence. It will
not be altogether o one-gided bargain.
European farmers have something to
learn from Americans—in particular
as to the conservation of man power,
by the use of modern machinery and
by economies of arrangement of the
farmstead. The ideas of the European
peasant may be greatly expanded and
his wisdom broadened with profit to
society. The American way has no
doubt been wasteful, but it usually has
been nicely adapted to the needs of
its time. Sweeping condemnation of
American agriculture, which has lately
become fashionable, is not always
justified. It is probable that Euro-
pean and American farmers will learn
from ons another, to the ultimate ad-
vantage of all concerned.

The Department of Agriculture re-
veals that which is no secrst to-trus

nowhere

ods of cultivation have reached a state |

eplecures in making known the delights
of sweet potato ple, but it has con-
ferred a boon upon humanity, and,
Incidentally, extended widely the mar-
ket for an execellent vegetable product,
by demonstrating the ease with which
this pie can be constructed from dehy-
drated sweet potatoes. The sguash
and pumpkin will now need to look
to their laurels, but they are placed
on an oven footing by being dehy-
drated also. It is predicted that the
American Army in Europe during the
remainder of the period of occupation
will be supplied with greater quantities
of dehydrated vegetables than wero
ever produced in the world's history.
Dehydration 1s halled by one authority
as having done more for the farmers
of the United States than any devel-
opment in fifty wears. It is counted
on to stabllize production by provid-
Ing a market for “carry over'” corops,
and to increase proflts by reducing
transportation costs,
—_—
WORK 0¥ THE MARINES,

Major-General George Barnett, com-
mander of the United States Marine
Corps in France, returning home on
tho glant transport Leviathan, has
especial reason for being proud of the
men whom he commanded while
abroad. It does not detract from the
records made by other units to make
reference Lo the service of the marines
as summarized recently in the report
of Secretary of the Navy Daniels.

About §000 American marines an-
gagoed in heavy fighting in France, be-
ing nmong those first employed on the
line because they were already trained
and numbered many veterans of the
service. Of these, approximataly &0
per cent were casualfles and nearly
20 per cent logt thelir lives. The dif-
ference between the total casualties
and the total number of dead is almost
wholly made up of wounded. Only
fifty-zeven were captured In the entire
war.

This was due to & combination of
tralning and opportunity. When war
wits declared the marines, aside from
a comparatively emall number of reg-
uniar Army soldiers, were the only in-
tensively drilled force which we pos-
sessed. ¥For this reason when it be-

came necessary to make a showing
with American troops in order 1o
heighten the morale of our allies, a

disproportionate burden fell upon the
morines, How well they bore it, at
Belleau Wood, around Soissons and at
8Et. Mihiel and at other places, is a
matter of history.

RIVAL SHIPFFING POLICIES.

Of equanl Imporianes with the ques-
tion, What shall we do with the rall-
roads? s other question, What
shall we do with the shipe? The end
of the wor will find the Government

the

with a greal tonnage in operation or
under construction. It was bullt as
Army transports,.but a »ear hence

only a small proportien of that which
alrendy afloat will be mneeded for
that purpose, and employment must
be found for the bulk of this tonnnge.
The only profitable employment will
be commerce. The Amerioan people
have determined to expand their com-
meree, to employ their ships in that
work and retain them under the
American flag. The immedinte ques-
tion is, How shall this be done?

Two alternative plans are proposed,
one by the Shipping Board, the other
by private ship owners and operators.
The Shipping Board proposes to sell
the small =hips, both =teel and wood,
to the nllies and neutrals, to retain
the Iarger ones under Government
ownership and to eharter them to pri-
vilte operators. It has already begun
to carry out this plan by establishing
an operating department, which allo-
-ntes ships to varicous ports and char-
ters them 1o operating companies.
Chairman Hurley believea that by im-
proving harbor facilities and by apply-
ing American efficiency methods we
can pay, feed and accommodata on
board ship American seamen on Amer-
lcan standards and still compete with
foreign ships which would retaln thelr
lower standards. In support of his
opinlon he cites our raflroads and our
steamers on the Great Lakes, which
operale profitably at lower cost and
charge lower rates than foreign rail-
roads and ships., He attributes this
succesn (o quick turn-aroond of lake
ships and to the many points in which
American rallroads keep down cost,
all by the efficiency methods on which
he relies.

The s=hip-owners' plan is put for-
ward by Captain Robert Dollar as
their spokesman. He says Govern-
ment ownership or operation of ships
would be "déstructive and disastrous,”
and that CGovernment chartering to
individuals would be a “fatal mistake.”
He proposes that the Government sell
the ships at prices {o meel competi-
tion, one-fourth cash, the rest in two,
three and four years with 4 per cent
intarest, keeping the price equal to
that of foreign ships and charging to
the war the difference between cosl
to the Government and price to the
buver.

As to wages, he says the Ameriean
-annot be levelod down to the foreign
nor can the foreigner be raised
to the American =cale. His solution
Is to Iet ship owners pay thelr crews
American wages and that the Govern-
ment pay the difference between these
and Japanese wages. He says:

This is no subzidy to shipownars, but enly
anbn:quut:suun of American versus ferelgo
labor.

If this were dons, “such fine young
Americans as are belng trained in
great numbers now would be sure to
continue Lo fallow the sea when the
full erew was American.” This would
especially be so if the eclause In the
seamon’s act were abrogated requiring
thnt 65 per cent of the crew be cer-
tificated able seamen.” No other na-
tion maokes this requirement and it
wounld tie up half our ehips, “as there
are not nearly enough of the so-called
able seamen to go around.” Licensing
of officers must also bs modified to
be the same as that of our competitors.
Americans, however, will not stand the
work In the firercom on ships ruaning
to the tropics, and he doubts whether
they would work In the steward's de-
partment on those ships. Captaln
Dollar says that no further financial
assistance is needed from the Govern-
ment than to equalize wages and to
pay for mall service.

But he details many particulars in
which our laws and regulations ralse
the cost of operation undsr the Ameri-
can flag. The American system of
measurement mikes net tonnage of
American ships 26 per cent more than
that of British ships of the same cargo
capacity, increasing in that proportion
all port charges, pilotags and drydock
charges. By the admission of General
Goethals, Panama Cansal tolls on an
American ship are $500 more than on
a British ship of the same size. Cap-
tain Dollar msakes this remark in that
connection, which is of interest to
Pacifie Coast lumbermen:

It might be pertinent to ask thy an

American ship carrying & cargo of lumber
pays mers talls than & ship carrying mer-

dige, coal iron.
chan or all

15
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Undar
work must stop while-inspection goes

on. On British ships it is made while
cargo is belng handled, and, If it Is not
completed when the ship is ready to
sail, the ship is allowed to proceed
and inspection is finished at the next
port. Thus quick dispatch is pro-
moted. The system of boller inspec-
tion “racks the bollers and pipe, causes
much expense and shortens the life
of the bollers.” Other nations do not
require boller inspection annually “and
they have no more explosions than
American boilers so inspected.'” Though
it is claimed that Americans can do
more and better work than any others,
the regulations require an American
ship to employ 30 per cent more men
In the engine-room than any other
nation requires on the same sized ship.
It must have four ligensed engineers
to the British four; three ollers, while
the donkeyman, storekeepar und a
greasar do the oiling on foreign ships;
and three water-tenders, who are un-
known on foreign ships and who “do
nothing but =it on a box In the fire-
room d draw wages.”

According to Captaln Dollar, several
clauses of the seamen's law should be
amended or repealed. He would re-
tain the provisions for safety and for
better accommodations for the crew,
but would eliminate that requiring 6&
per cent of the crew to be able ses-
men, which was “so impossible and
unreasonable because they could not
be obtained that no notice has been
taken of it during war-time.”” He con-
demns the provision that “any reput-
ebla citizen” may cause a ship to ba
held for investigation. He interprets
“any reputable citizen” to mean “any
witterfront sorehead,” and says the
provision "is so drastie and viclons
that it also has not been enforced.”
He¢ condemns the clause allowing =
senman {0 collect half his earned
wages at any port and every five days
as having done much harm, "as it
gives the men money to keep them in
a drunken state” and as intended *“to

allow the men to draw thelr wages
and desert,” though It did not work
that way. The requirement that the

crew be divided Into two equal watches
is also bad, for men cannot do any
work at night except navigate the
ship, and & larger day watch is necded
to Keesp up the ship in good condition.

Possibly if the bandié¢aps enumer-
ated by Captain Dollar, all of which
are Imposed by Inw, were removed,
such results might ba achieved by Mr.
Hurley's efficiency methods that no
aid from the Government would bo
noeded to equalize abor cost. for the
American standard ecould be malin-
tained. But it must be obvious to any
intelligent man that wholesale re-
vision of the shipping and seamen's
laws would accomplish far more for
the merchant marine than would Gov-
ernment ownership and operation. We
need less, not more, Government inter-
ference, and we need more common
sense mixed with the low that remains.

The story of the Iatest Tampico in-
cident reads sbmewhat better than that
of 1914, when American ships left
British and German ships to rescue
American oitigens from a mob and
when Secretary Danicls told them they
ought to be glad they were alive.
There are fighting Americans on every
ship, and, when attacked, they do not
awaoit orders from Washington to
shoot.

The Canucks—they are all that, fron
ocean to ocean—inke a solemn and
serious view of wvice. A former pro-
hibitlon eommissioner of British Co-
lumbia has been given six months or
$1000 for importing liquor.

Perhaps the British found It neces-
sary to put Cologne under martial law
in order to suppress those seventeen
distinet odors which an English poet
gild he could smell at one time,

The question of Government control
of rallways might be left to vols of
the country press, each member of
whieh is cut flve or ten dollars a month
since McAdoo took over the roads.

It i= within the law to shoot a
burglar entering or in action, but not
when departing, as the danger to life
is past. It is well to be safe, however,
and get him coming.

Get your parcel post packages into

| the mails early and avold overworking

a lot of good people.
ment might allow a
label If asked.

A klnd Govern-
“Don’'t Open™

The Portuguese republic is decidedly
ricketly, but would gaim stubility if
Spain also became a republic and
ceased to be a refuge for monarchist
plotters,

It is all very well for Dr. Coenklin,
of the University of Oregon, to spy
out the superstitjons of his students,
but would he walk under a Indder?

The more Intricale
smuggling “booxe,” the
Officers look for the
while something simple

the plan of
easier caught.
brainy ways,
gets by.

Washington desires to copy the Ore-
gon system of licensing cars. Oregon
has a lot of systema of which Wasah-
ington can have the originals.

These are the days when the old
gentleman's pocketbook has the “Open
Evenings Till Christmas’” sign on it in
invisible {nk.

An aviator has crossed the Andes,
Now if he will go up and knock the
spots off the sun, wa shall bo satisfled.

Tha better way i2 to give sometlting
nseful and something frivolous. Why
be too serious at Christmas time?

The suffragette “martyrs™ in Wash-
ington do not get medals of leather,
but those are what they desorve.

Secretary Oleott, who has auto plates
to sell, should know ths Procrastina-
tion famlly le.strong in Oregon.

Perhaps one reason boys go Wrong
is for lack of a little pocket money
and opportunity to earn any.

The best Christmas cigars are se-
lected by thie bands and box trim-
mings. Any wife knows.

Somebody waa thinking of T. R,
when the Arizonans were made the
guard of homor at Paris.

Italy will not demobllize for a while.
She was Iate getting in and wants to
be sure of the finish,

Did those Parisians expect to see
Wilson on the mourners’ bench?

Why not make the Christmas turkey
a gooze this year?

Mars can depand on Mexico all the
m 1]

Where's your button2 37

f

Those Who Come and Go.

To buy a soda fountain te replace the
bar In his hotel at Great Falls, Mont.,
is the purpose of A. J. Brietenstein's
trip Lo Portiland. He is at the Multno-
mah. Prohlbition goes Into effect In
Montana on Jasuary 1, and at 1 o'clock
that morning the famous old bar of tho
Rainbow Hotel will disappear. In that
barroom have been consummated some
of the big political and fMinancial dealn
in the history of the sxtate, and its bar-
tenders have pervoed mnotables of the
world as they visited Great Falls. Mr,
Breltensteln expocis Montana to remain
dry for a long time to coma.

Alax Nibley, who left Fortland to ba
a Mormon chaplain in the service, re-
turned Saturday nlght from Washing-
ten, . C,, which s as near ths war
zone as he could manage to get. A bro-
ther, J. F. Nibley, is staying at the Ho-
tel Portland

Mr. and Mrs. 8 J. Miller, of Newpart,
arrived at the New Perkins yesterday
to do their Christmas shopping.

Mr. and Mrs, 8, W, Ehrmann and B
Charlex Ehrmann, of San Franclsco, are
at the Benson. They represant the Ehr-
mann end of the Mason & Ehrmann
firm.
of Heppner, and J. M,
two prominent stock-
County, brought =ship-
to Portland yesterday and are
tha Imperial,

J. W. Baymer,
Lundy, of lone,
men of Moro
ments
at

Lieutenant T. J. Shoehy,. former sport-
Ing editar of the Brooklyn BEagle., was
nt the Multnomah yesterday while in-
tarviewing the powers that centrol
transfers from the Sprure Division to
some otheor soction of the Army. Hav-
ing passed all the examinalions qual-
ifying for nppointment as an instruc-
tor at an¥ of the National AMilltary or
Naval schools, friends of Mr. Sheehy
are hoping that he will ba sent to one
of them. During recent months he has

been In command of the 85th Squadron
of spruce men and has Just arrived
from rallraad conatruction Jn the wi-

cinity of Puget Sound. Coming down
from his work, the Licutenant anjoyed
A turkey dinner in tha privats car of
the president of the Milwaukee rail-
road.

1. T. Boak,
the Woarld,
yesterday,

head of the Woodmen of
was at the Hotel Oregon
registered from Denver,

H. W. Beecher, representing the C, C
Moores Construction Engineers, 1a at
the Banson This company bullt the
rower umnit for tha big Governmant
plant at Toledo, In Linecoin County,
which piant was ahnt down when the
armistice was signed,

Mr. and Mrs, Oscar Havter, of Dallas,

ars at the Hotel Tortland for a few
days,

W. T. Haskins arrived from San
Francisco yenlerday and im at the
Mualtnomah. JIie carries a pet billiard
cue in a leather case and no hell-hop

is permitted to lay profane hands upon
14 Ho expects to have a few conlasis
with loecal ¢cue experts before he leaves
town.

A. C, Marsters, a member of the Btate
Fair Beard, i3 at the Imperial. from
Roseburg

Miss Helen M. Engberg, a achool
teacher from Condon, ix visiting In the |
city and la staylng at the Benson,

Max Raoberts, a businress man of
Josepia, Or., 12 at the New Terkina
Cal. E. BStone, gensral passanger

the Great Northarn Rallroad,
yesterdey, and

ngent for
was at the Multnomah

confirms predictiona of other railroad |

men that travel toward the Coast will

roon lncrease.
P—

W. Hilliard,
apartmentis at
Winter.

Mr= T.
engagad
for tho

of Esaside, has
the Imperial

G. W. Woodwarth,
chardist of the Hod
at the Hotel Oregon,

Otto H. Wolf, a big cafetaria opera-
tor of Seattle, is nt the Multnomah, ac-
companlied by hin son,

SWHY SHOULD I SMOKE?! ASKS ONE
Soldler Who Does Neot Is Unable to
Mind Reasonm for Beginsing.

VANCOUVER BARRACKS. Dwec
(To the Editor.)—I1 have beeon interest-
ed lstely in some of the lelters written
to the Portland papers aboul smoking.
B0 far 1 haven't seen anythking Jdefend-
ing the use of tobacco, Moat of the
artieles seem to be gither a rap at the
president of Willamette University or
an excusa by the writer for burning up
his monay. Now {f anyone hias a good
reason for the use of tobacco I would
Hke very much to see it written in the
form of an argument and not as & let-
ter 1o satisfy a personal fealing

One writar, {f 1 remember corractly,
says that tobacco wiped out a plagun
in Indig some years ago, and that It
i & nerve quieter, makKer of friends,
helper in business and in general It i
good for evarything. Bual he faile to
explaln how It does theres things., Any-
one can make & general statament, but
it takes evidenca with proof really to
defend the use of tobacco, or anvthing
alsa that may or may not ba objec-
tionable.

fSix months ago when I enlisted 1
wonderad what kind of a soldier 1
would maka 1f 1T didn't emoke. 1 was
willing to be convinced and ready 1o
taks my first ameoke if anyons would
offer a good reason why 1 should
start. To my surprise, I didn't find
anyone who wounld even offer ms a
cigarette the socond tima. Every [fal-
low wished he was as lucky and had
never started himself. T have asked a
thousand or more men during my time
hera what they think about smoking,
and have the first one to find who
doesn't say that ha wished he had nevar
started. When fellows who have tried
tobacco for A number of years say they
would be better off without it can wae
blame a university president for sug-
gesting at x public meeting that “those
who want tobacco should be eoxpected
to buy it themselves”?

Why not put aside all personal prefu-
dlee and consider the question for
what it really amounts to. If tobacco
is good, lat's all usa it; If not, let's
keep atill and not iy (o make an
excuse for its existence. 1 want my
1ittls brothers to have the best that
clvilization has to offer and the world
is full of boys needing the same, =0
if there is anything to this idea that
tobacco !s necessary, healthful or any-
thing eles, let's have It

Iama mamber of the “fighting 27th "™
now stationed at Vancouvar Barrsacke,
where I will not be found. am I just
gEot my discharge. We have a record
for blg victories. On payday we al-
ways went through the pay line, and
on Thankesgiving day we licked Turkey,
sp write something worth while.

PRIVATE GUSTAY A. ANDERSON,

27th Casual I\eL

A prominent or-
Rivar country, I8

“)—’-

Ninety-first Division.

WESTPORT, Or, Dec. 14&.—(To the
Editor.) — (1) FPlease state if the Sist
Division has been designated for re-
turn. (2) Is it true that there are at
Camp Lewia, soldlers wounded out of
the 2ist Division? (2) When will the
casualty list appear of the same?

A CONSTANT READER

1. It has not

2. Wounded men. are arriving at
Camp Lewis and it is possible some ot
them were of the %lst Division.

3. Casualties are not publinhed by
@ivisions. Probably the names of
wounded now at Camp Lewis have al-
wseady appearoed in the liata,

NEEDED NEFORM 15 EAMILY MADE
—
Tranafer of Probate Matters to Clreuit
Courts Desirable in Oregon.

McMINNVILLE, Or., Dec. 16, —(To the
Editor.)—While our judicinl system in
thi=s state may nol be the best that
conld be formulated, it has stood,
without any material change, ever since
the state was admitted into the Union,
a period of noarly 80 yvears,

In one respect, it seems to
a miterinal chunge should be made b
|the Legislature at the ensuing oes-
slon Article VII of our siate consti-
tution, as originaily adopted, created a
County Court for each county and
confoerred upon this body Jurisdiotion
of all county business, and, alse, ef ail
probate malters and = limited Jurisdie-
tion of actions at law.

Under this aystem. in ail
except Multnomah, all county
is transacted by the County
sisting of County
fwo Commissioners
Court, while all
the law cases
court composed
onily

in
kels
county

office

me, that
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to atiend Lo probate mAatters
which nead his attention and pressnce
ahout every day., or neglect probute
inaiters, in order to examine and at-
tend to road, bridge and other county
business that seema to nesd his atten.
tian. it Is a faet, that, in all of the
larger countiesn, there probata bhust-
nes to be aticnded to by the County
Judge on about every judicial day,

It Is & fact that all of the real prop-
arty in the state passes through the
FProbatls Court onece In about every 3
yoars and it nlso, true that wil
contlesld and other important ocases
come up for hearing In county court
frequently, = that, 'n many CcaAses
Iarge Interes s jnvolved. These Im-
portant cases io ba tried by the
county judge And they have author-
Ly declde and do decide causes in-
volving large zums in value

It Is & fact that In about one-half
of the counties, the judge
larmen, with t any training or educa-
tlon in legal matters
really not qualified to determine
casesx as frequently come hefore the
in probate law casom Evary
tolerably informe Known t
theéese county Judges that have no legal
education sre grapple with
probate and law matters that come be-
forea them and that the trial of such
ines before such officials and al
will e & minerable farce
be tha litigant
such cases, have the right to appeal
from thelr decisiona to circulit
courts, but it iz not right to place
sach men in such important offfces and
campel ltigant iry be-
fore them,
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The adeption of the plan suggested
would not necessarily increase the ex-
penses to the taxpayers, already too
heavily burdened with :a:aft:\:.

JURIDICUS.

Factsn of FEarly WHistory.

MeMINNVILLE, Or, Dec, 15—(To the
Editor.y—(1) W re ¢can I got A good
early history c Oregon? (2 Whn
fouynded the I‘rt College, 11 Folk
County, in early « p i3} Waz a man
t the name of Amos Harvay connected
with tha early history of Oragon as
Indlan angent at tha Grand Ronde or
Hiletz Reservation? (4) Was The Ore-
gonian in i early years a Democratic
or indopendent paper? NEADER,

(1% History of the Pacifie Northwenst,
hy Joseph Schafer, iz comparatively
hrlaef and of recent publication.

(2% The Reav. John Rigdon, of the
Christinn Chureh, founded Bethel Cel-
legn about 1E&6

(3) The Oregon Hintorical Soclety
has no records of Amos Harvey an an
Indisn agent. An Amoa Harvey was a

fruitgrower and farmer in Polk County.

{4) The Oregonian has always been
an independant newsp but has
uaually found itself in accord with Re-
publliean principlas,

aper,

Descent of Propertr.
HALSEY, Or. Dee 15.—(To the
Editor.)—My husband and T widh to
make a joint wi that if wo should
hoth die unexped our property
d go to thoss whom we wish to
Weé both have brothers and
nlecen and nephews Weoe have
no ldren Will we have to lsave a

certaln amount to each one, or ]'“Pl‘flnq
each name, in order to make it le
SUBSCRIBER.

in tha elreumstances it i2 advisable
that you have a lawyer assist you In
drafting tha will. If elther husband or
wifeo dles and no will has been made
the property all goes to the survivor,
if there are no children. On the death
of the surviving spouse the property
would all go to his or her relatives
unless willed otherwise Nieces and
nephews do not share in an esiate, un-
leas bequesis are made to them, Ir
pearer relatives of the deceased sur-
vive -

Not Designated for Metura.
CORNELIUS, Or. Dec. 16—~(To ths
Editor.)—Kindly tell me If the Eighth
Division, which arrived In France two
daye before the armistice was signed,
has orders to return soon. A READER

It has not been so listed.

Battery Ordered Home.
PORTLAXD, Deo. 18—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Hasa Battery I, 145th Fleld Artil.
lery, been ordered home? J- F. C,
The 146th Field Artillers has been
erdered ssnt homa,

con- |

The. roca

In Other Days.

Twenty-five Years Age.

From The Oregonlan, December 17, 1803

Five hundred and seventy-three ap-
plicationy for enlistment in the United
States Army have beon made 2indd May.
of which 117 have been accspied. From
present appearances many mare wil
join and ald Pertland in furnlshing her
of the 14th Infantry.

share
A 620-foor cligar-shaped rwaft which
i,ruutulmi on every shoal in Coos
* has finally been taken across the
and is on the first lap of her weok's
San Franocisco The raft con-
each 10 feel in Jength.

trip
tains 3315 plies,

to

(]

Leipsic.—The French spies were sen-
tenced today., Dubols to six years and
Malavas to four yecars’ imprisonment
the sentences 1o be poarved in the fort-

The men were convicted of steal-
ing plans of Qerman foriressea.

ress,

In a concert In the Kalsar's new pal-
ace in Poisdam the trumpeters blew
through their naw seven-foot: tubes
The Emperor himsae anducted the

stra when it played n march by

Fifty Years Age.
The Oregonlan, Decamber 17, 1864
kipping post Ix still among thea
in=titutions of the =tate of
teo which torturse some hrif
people were subjected recently.
rapart of the savye that the
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present reduotie tha Army,. As
i .(l" en of the thern wtates and
Ll Indians are likely to need all men
now in the service
Vienna.—Memerials Lo the Quean,
g for tha release of the Fenians
oned in various paris of the cogn-
vere circulated and extensiveilr
at the Catholic churches Sun-
|1-:
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Cablegram 1o Saldier,

OREGON CITY, Dea. 15.—(To the -
tior. ) Please Intx unu m* ax to the pros-
ent 1 nt of t Sighth Infaniry, of
the Eighth I‘-\.:u---l'.'.. A desiroua of
anding swa of the death of a sister
tes 0 ¥ % af this unit would &
cal ETAD bha practic 4

BECRIBER
~hly dAue 1o the st That t
1 Franc ust at tth time the
armistice went Into «ffect, | stion of
] division has not been snnounced
| 1f you know the idier's complels unit
| gnntion & cablegram boaring the
addresa you would use in sending him
of County Commissioners o iransact| ... sxcept that it iz & .
county business uand the probate and :
law business, now within the } i
tion of the County -
visted In the Clircult
¥ fided vaer by m
and all tmportant p At
would have to be determined bj
Clreult Courls st by men, |
‘ked up off ths grass arnd made
County Judges, without having any
proper qualifications for asuch posi-
tions

Paris, will be accoploed by

companies.

Whereabonts of Elghth Division.

PORTLAND, De 1% {To ti
tor.)—Can you give me any in
the BElghth Division —
| localed or whether the sentirs
i has been detatled for oarly
|rell.'1: SUBSCRIBER.
Information vegarding the Eighth
DMvision's jocation has not been given

oul. The fact that the advatncs achools

and artillery detachments of the Jdivi-
sion have been ordered home may or
nat indicate that the entira divi-

to be demobilized,
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wWhen Soldier Does Not Write.

EFIELD, Was Dec, 16, —{To
u {tor.)—My brother enlisted July 1
and was stationed at Camp A. A. Hom-
phrey. Company L, Fourth RegimenL
1 have not heard from him since T got

the card that he landed safely oversean,

Could you teall me where Lo write to
find out about him—to locate him?
MRS GEONGE GOLLINGS.

Write to the Adjutant-General, Unit«
ed States Army, Washingten, D, C

Name of French Prealdeat.

ALBANY, Or., Dec. 15~(To ths Ed-
itor,)—in Prasident olncare's nama
pronounced in two syllablea or In
three? Is it Pwan-ca-ray of Pwan-car?

—_— re

It s promnounced In three syilables

Marriage After Divorce.
PORTLAND, Dec. 16.—(To the Edi-
tor. ) —Flease stats how long a persen
must be divorced In the state of Wash-
ingten before marriage in legal
SUBSCRIBER.

At lanat six months.

Sorry She's Marricd
Tit-Bits.

“And when you told him T was mnar
ried.” sald the zirl who had Siited him,
"did he seem to be sorry ™ *Yes™
plled the other, “he sald he was vers
sorry—although he 4idn't knew the

man personally.”




