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ROAD FLAN VINDICATED,

Two years ago, or a little less, the
Slate Legislature enacted the $6.000,.-
099 road bond bill, and Iater the voters
at a special electlon gave thelr ap-
proval. In the brief time intervening
the comprehensive road programme
devised for the state has been in part
carried out Here and there Is an
echo of the old cry agalnst any bond-
ing scheme, and the other outery
against the so-called paving trust:
but so much actual progress has heen
made, with resuits go satisfactory that
It may be taken for granted that oo
scheme of obstruction for its own sake
will hereafter recelve the slightest
countenance from the public,

Nor is there anything left of the
eharge that Portiand somehow had an
uitgrior design In its gift to the state
of its proportionate share of tax
money and automablle licenses so that
the entire amount might be expanded
outaside Multnomah County. Some
argus-eyed and ready-tongued critics
Indeed sald that Portland had a deep,

dark design of fostering cohstruction |

of those main highways lending to and
from the metropolis; and perhaps they
were right Yet does anybody know
how any rational programme of road
bullding can be formulated which will
eaciude Portland?

The Highway Commission has been
abies to ahow the whole public that
it has had no purpose of preferring
one part of the state to another. 1t
has given due consideration to the
cialms of all. It devotad its [irst at-
tantion, as the bonding law required,
to such great thoroughfares as the
Columbia River Highway and the Pa-
cifie Highway for the proper reason
that they were the most vital and im-
portant. Now this wise policy has
evidently, found general acceptance,
for the various sections show an ob-
vious Inclination to build upon the
foundation thus laid and to fit in their
own local roads with the larger plan.

Not long ago there was an intima.
tion in the public presa that tho next
Legialature proposed to begin a policy
of meddling with the state’ road plan,
and to make trouble for the State
Highway Commission. But now the
publiec is told, upon autherity of sun-
dry membaers who will prohably guide
the jegisiative ship during the session,
that nothing of ths kind is conteme-
plated: but on the contrary, It is in-
tendad to ald the commission to do
in road con-

i

more., rather than less,
struction. It is pleasing to know that
politics Is thus adjourned and that

wise counsels are to prevall. It s
also pleasing to see that the moneys
avallable are to be larger than here-
tofore estimated and that there will
ba no embarrassments about funds
particulariy at this time, when em-
ployment misst be found for many
men who have been engaged In war
work, and for the other men, gone
overseds to fight, who are to come
back and seek employment.

e —————————

» LIBERTY FUEL.

The skepticism of the pubdlic townrd
new inventions and discoveries is an
indeterminable factor, consequently it
is Impossihla to forecast the reception
which will be accofded to the new
“Hiberty fuel,” lately announced as a
sabstitute for guscline by Major Oliver
B, Zimmerman and Captain E C.
Welsgarber, of the gas and oil produe-
tion division of the War Department.

There !s the fate of one Garabed
T. K. Garagossian and his universal
motor fresh in mind to restrain any
tendency to overenthusiasm, and lurk-
ing in the recesses of memory a cer-
taln promise of wonderful resulta to
flow from development of a new
“eracking process” which was to have
revolutionized petrojeum manufacture.
We recall only the self-abnegation of
the inventor who remounced all cigim
to personal gain—but his name al-
ready has escaped us

There are certaln factors connected
with the prospect of a new fuel for
maotor vehicles which elevate it above
ths common run. The statement, made
apparently with approval of the War
Department, that it has proved (ts
practicability in extensive tests is one
of these. Another ls that it can be
produced In quantity at approximately
ene-half the cost of gasoline.

Every owser of an automobile will
hepe devoutly that this is true. It is
ta give more mileage (o the gallon,
will produce greater speecd., and will
cause less heat, thus effecting a fur.
ther saving In lubrication. The pros-
pect that it will be “almost odorlicas™
is also worth taking into account. It
also is mid to be tasieless, but we do
not think that this is important, if all
the other promises are fulfilfed.

The new fuel is sald to be capable
of refinement to the limit of engi-
peering knowledge, 50 that instead of
peactically a =ingie grade, we shall
be able to secure the fuel precisely
adapted to each kind of machine. If
in addition it requires no change in
present carbureters and expiodes at
tamperatures bafow zero, thus elimi-
pating many starting troubles, so much
the batter.

Some day, no doubt, it will all come
true. Our falth in the chemists makes
us Balieve that it will be ro. But we
have so often heard the ery of wolfl
wolf! when there was no wolf that as
o people we are beginning to insisi
that we be shown. Where i= the in-
dustrial slcohol that only a decade
ago was going to revolutionize com-
meres and agriculture at one swoop?
Xet we shall forget every fallure the

fnomt that a single promise Is made
good, and we await with a deep inter-
est, even If a doubting one, the further
announcemgent from Washington.

WHAT FREEDOM MEANS.

President Hibben, of Prineeton,
statpd the difference between freedom
and tyranny in a aingle sentence when
he told a National thrift conference
the other day that “to be a complstely
free man one must be free from the
limitations of Indulgence and self-
Imektn;" The sense of responsibility,
{ “the obligations of liberty rather than
are essential to enjoyment
of any freadom worthy of the name.

Americans, grounded dn the prin-
ciples of liberty by the gradual nature
of its growth, are less likely to fall
§ito the pit of anarchy. which Is mis-
taken by some for lHberty, than thoss
who have suddenly been rele from
one form of oppression, but do not yet
comprehend that the working out of
complets freedom depends upon them-
selves. Presidant Hibben puts the
case against the Bolshevik! in & nut-
shell when he says that “the obverse
side of every right we claim as our
own is an obligation to accord a cor-
responding right to another.™

Substitution of one class for another,
which seems to be the programme of
certain extremists in Europe, obvi-
ously does not advance the cause of
freedom, but only postpones the day
of reckoning and invites & coup d'stat.
A high sensf of public duty is desirable
in the present crisis, and this is a duty
which need not be left to so-called
“public men." It is one which can
be performed by the humblest mem-
ber of society.

THE FERILS OF BOBREDOM.

Secretary Baker and Chairman Fos-
dick, of the Commistion on Training
Camp Activities, do well in calling at-
tention to the exacting situation in
which the soldlers of the American
Expeditionary Force now find them-
selves. Relaxation Is normally to be
expected, notwithstanding military
discipline, and many will not bs able
to see as clearly as heretofore the sig-
nificance of the duties they Are now
being called upon to perform. With
no thought of a possible "zero hour™
to steady them, theveare confronted
by conditions in which boredom may
become o real peril to morale.

The considerations which impelled
the recent war welfare drive apply
equally to the call to people at home
to write letters to the soldiers—letters
In which the home flavor shall pre-
dominate. Ne amount of mere money,
as Mr. Fosdick has sald, will be suf-
ficlent to bridge over the gap., The
necessary added ingredlient ean be fur-
nished only by the home folka them-
selves. In the coming fight between
a man and himself which will be
wauged in a thousand billets, the letter
from home fs quits likely to be a de-
ciding factor. It requires only thought-
fulness and an inconsiderable expen-
diture for postage and is certainm to
be productive of results worth while.

The purpose of the home Jetter
campaign {s to maintain the connec-
tion between the soldier and the home
circle by a chain so strongsthat it will
unfailingly bring the absent one back.
The dangera of drifting away have
supplanted the perils of war, but they
are real, and mesting them is a duty
of all who have thes Interests of the
men and the Nation at heart

BLIND TO WAR'S LESSONS,
Feace ia not yet made, an American
army occuples German soil, the pre-
monitory rumblings of sharp disagree-
ment at the peéace congress are al-
ready heard, yet the little navy men

are still at work in Congress. They
have learned nothing from our experi-
ence In war and, in spite of the severe
lesson we have had, they wish us to
return to the same defenseless state
in which the war found us. Besfore
even a beginning has been made at
farming a Ledgue of Peace and at
general dismrmament, they propose
that our naval policy be based on their
wishes and hopes, not on the condl-
tions as they actually exist e

The one unforgetiable lesson which
the United States should have learned
from the war is that a nation which
has a great forelgn commerce and
long coast fronting on two oceans and
is responsible for the safely of distant
countries must have a navy adequate
| tor their successful defenss agalnst
any possible enemy or any probable
combination of enemies. In order to
do this effectively, the Navy must
be ready to act with full fores the in-
stant danger arises. To the fact that
the British navy was sitrong enough
and was prepared to do this as soon as
war became certain the final over-
throw of Germany was due. It no
sooner put to sea than German sea
cominunication was cut off. German
commerce died, the danger of a Ger-
man expedition to the rear of the
French army ended. Then under the
protection of that navy began the flow
of men and material from all parts of
the earth. First came British troops
acrosa the Channel and French colo-
nial troops across the Mediterranean,
then Cpnadian, Australian, Indian and
South African troops ACross every sea.
It was Cuanadian troops, brooght
across the Atlantic Ocean, which
stoepped the German advance at the
second battle of Ypres and prevented
it from reaching the Channel. Mainly
to the British navy we owe tha ability
of the American Army to reach
France and turn the tide of vietory. If
wea alons had been fighting Germany,
that country might have succeeded in
Ianding an army in America. If the
Gorman navy was inferior to ours in
April, 1017, so that it could not have
won command of the sea from us
alone, tha causs was the losses in-
flicted by the British navy at the bat-
tie of Jutland.

This dependence far our safety on
the sea-.power and good will of an-
olber nation is both dangerous and
humilisting to the United States. Our
navy should be strong enough for our
defense unaided, and defense roequires
& battie fleet able to go out to ses and
to overcome the battle fleet of an
enemy, not A mere coast defense fleet
such as Congress provided when It be-
gan bullding the new navy. It must
ba strong enough to hold supremacy
on elther the Atlantle or Paelfic
Ocean, or on both at the same time.

President Wilson's remarks to Con-
gress and Secretary Daniels’ new con-
struction programme prove that they
are fully allve to this necessity, but
when naval officers recommend the
required appropriations to the House
Naval Committee, they are bhadgered
by such parochinl-minded people as
Representative Butler, of Pennsyl-
vania. Already the Navy Department
had reduced its estimatea for pay and
supplies 60 per cent, but it stood for
its construction programme, and this
was the target of attack for the little
pavy men. Chalrman Padgett sug-
gested that a good way to accomplish
Mr. Butler's object would be to scrap
ona-half of the navy. If that were
dene, we might as ‘well scrap the other

half, for the impressive surrender of
the Germany navy after having given
no challenge to battle for more thrn
two years proves that a navy unequal
to its task is a usclesa

It is a strange fact that the man
whose every prediction as to the deci-
slve effect of a seapower has been ful-
filled by this war—Admiral Mahan—
was afi American, and that the men
who are blindest to his teachings are
Americans miscalled statesmen, who
piny polities with the natlonal secu-
rity. We must look to the men who
have seen the hideous facts of war to
put a new type of men in Congress,

PUSH FPORT IMPROVEMENTS,

Cancellation of contracts for wood
ships by the Shipping Board iz an
added reason for proceeding without
delay with the port improvements pro-
posed by the Dock and Port Commis-
sions. Occupation must be furnished
to the ships which are to be completed
within the next year and, after they
have been completed, to the wvessels
which will be built for private owners,

Occupation must also be provided
for the workmen who may be dis-
charged from the shipyards as Gov-
ernment contracts are completed, for
an interval may elapse before private
contracts again fill the ways. New
contracts may be more readily’ ob-
tained if the new vessels can leave
Portland with full cargoes, and fa-
cllities for economlical and speedy
loading will becoms known abroad
through the captains,

Ample, modern port facilities will
have chief weight in deciding the
Shipping Board to nllocate ships to
any port. Chalrman Hurley has Inld
emphasis on that point In all his re-
cent utterances, for he relies on gquick
turn-around to offset higher wages of
American seamen. The unexpectedly
sudden end of the war has deprived
the port of part of the Lime for prep-
aration for which we had looked, and
it behooves us to make more haste for
that reason.

Equitable rallroad rates are =so
closely connected with ocean com-
merce that united effort to securs
them should go band in hand with
port improvement, In order to secure
cargoes for ships loadoed here there
must be a steady flow of traffic from
the Interior. Inward cargoes are os
essentinl as outward cargoes, and
thase imply factories both at Fortland
and Inland to import raw materials
also rail ecarriage inland of goods
brought here by sea. Rallroad rates
based on the natural advantages of
the water-level route from the Interior
would add vastly to the water traffic
in and out of the port.

THE FUITRE OF THE RAILROADS.

Mr. McAdoo's proposal that Con-
gress extend the period of Govern-
ment operation of railroads to Tive
years from next January s different
from any one of the three alternative
plans which President Wilson submit-
ted on December 2, yet the President
approves it. Mr, Wilson seemed un-
willing to hold control of the rallroads
under present restrictions on Govern-
ment action, and unwilling to let them
go back to thelr owners without
greater powers of regulation than
were formerly granted, yet again he
would not declare for or against pub-
lic ownership, s0 he put it up to Con-
Bress, saying 1n‘mbsmnca: “Hurry up
and decide one way or another; we
cannot go on this way much longer,”

Now comes Mr. McAdoo with a pro-
pogal to try ocut Government operation
without ewnership, but with enlarged
opportunity to improve the roads and
to test the merits of unified control
for a period of five years. He com-
plains that the provisions of the pres-
ent law are inadequate for a period
of twenty-one months after peace is
proclaimed, 'vet he asks that the period
be extended to five years from next
January 1. He professes a desire to
keop the question out of politics, yet
the eoffect of his pian would be to
koep it in politics for five years. He
denies that he Is interested in proving
or disproving the theory of Govern-
ment ownership, but peither his suc-
fessor nor his subordinates in -the
Railroad Administrution wonld have
sush seruples: in fact some of his
higher officials have already carried
on propagnnda for that theory. Every
act of every employe, high or low,
would be conscious!y or unconsciously
influanced by his attitude toward Gov-
ernment ownership, and they would
be making a case for or against in

The further unified control was car-
ried and the longer it continued, the
more difficult it would become to dis-
unite the roads and the more unwill-
ing would “e the unifiers to disunite,
The question to be declded toward the
end of the five years would be pre-
judged by the facts, and the aggu-
ment would be made that unified op-
eration by the Government having
been accomplished, the Government
might as well own the roads and con-
tinue It

The advantages In mesting the war
emergency which the Govarnment de-
rived from unified operation have un-
doubtedly heen great and It was anly
to obtain them that the Government
took possession. They are still neaded
for that purpose, for in a ietter to the
New York Evening Post Mr. McAdoo
himself makes this admission:

This strain ts which otr transportation
tacilities have been subjected in mot Jet
over, for Eureps will continue (o Be de-
pendent upon America for her food at least
unti! her next harvest shall have bean
gathared and many onry and engines will
bs engaged for some time yet in the de-
mob{lization of sur troopa

Than why this haste for a decislon
in favor of a temporary solution which
cannot ald greatly In meeting an
emergency thnt will steadily diminish
and will soon disappsar? Why this
sudden request that tha period of
Government operation be exteanded to
fiva years? The explapation is peos-
sibly a desire for a decision by the
present Congress, which has an Ad.
ministration majority, rather than en-
ter upon a controversy with the new
Congress and its Republican majority.
There is small chance that-action can
be secured on so controversinl & mat-
ter |n the brief span of life remaining
to the present Congress, nor should
it be undartaken by a majority which
has just” been repudiated by the peo-
ple. The logical body to legislate s
the new Congress, which is fresh from

the people, at a special session to
which there would be no absolute
limit.

When the new Congress meets, am-
pla data will be available for a folmt
committee of inquiry into past experi-
ence as & guide to futuge policy. Un-
der private ownership and operation
in the Unitod States we had the best
sorvice, both freight and passenger, at
the lowest rates in the worid. Under
Government operation wages have
been materially increased and, to meeot
this increase Governmental power has
been wused to raise frelght rates 25
per cent and passenger rates from 23
to 650 pa cent. “Anybody with that
power could earn expenses and yegi be
utterly inefficlent. Passenger service

has not improved, but in many re-

| cost.

rlpectl has deteriorated, especlally as
regards. sleeping and dining cars
Unified control has brought about use
of some roads chlefly for freight
others chlefly for passenger trains,
and has given passengers the chaolce
of alternative routes on any ticket It
has cut down demurrage on cars and
increased loading and trainloads. All
of these advantages could be as easily
sacured under regional operation by
& fow large corporations subject te
closer supervision by a more business-
like and less political Interstate Com-
merce Commission than has existed
Iately. The rallroad problem is not
political, but, as Mr. McAdoo says, is
a “grave economic problem,” but the
Commission has approached every
controversy with one eye on political
effect and Congress has had both eyes
turned in that direction.

All experience in this and other
countries has teught us that Govern-
ment operation of any public utiiity
or business is wasteful and inefficient
and gives poor service at high cost.
That s true of the Government-op-
erated roads of France and Germany.
It is true of the Postoffice Depart-
ment in this country, and has proved
true of Government operation of
cables, telegraph and telephone lines.
By what miracle ydoes any, man ex-
pect thet a system which has always
been bad in other countries, and as
to other things than railroads in this
country, ‘can suddenly be cured of its
faults when applied to rallroads in
this country?

The universal tendency of Govern-
menkt business is to fall into a rut, to
rejeet new invention, to chain men to
routine, to elevats medlocrity above
genius and to do things as they always
have been done. Bureaucracy is the
natural enemy of human progress, for
progress comes from men of original-
ity, initiative and genius, who prod
slothfu! minds out of thelr rut and
force them to think and to move along
new paths. There is room for doubt
whether, If the stage coach lines had
been owned and operated by the Gov-
ernments of the United BStates and
Great Britain, the rallroads would yeot
have beesn built, at least for a long
time. George Stephenson and his
American counterparts wouid have
been coldly turned down by insolent,
barnacle-encrusted bureauncrats.

What we need !s a combination of
all the public advantages of private
ownership and gperation with all
those of unified operation and of pub-
lic ‘regulation, extended farther but
more wisely directed than it has heen
hitherto. That combination is pos-
gible if the yoads of each broad region
are unified under private operation;
it is not possible under public owner-
ship and operation. In deciding the
question no consideration should be
given to politics, to preconceived the-
ories or to privats profit. The sole
conslderation should be the best pos-
sible service at the lowest possible
That does not mean low wages;
it means high wages for good, faithful
work by men of ability, and it means
fair profits for the owners who would
thus serve the public.

Minister Egah need not be alarmed
about Germany's renewing the war.
The country has no allies, has nothing
to fight with, has a morbid horror of
invasion and would have one new en-
emy in Bohem!a on the south and an-
other in Poland on the east. The
German people were mnot Insans
enough to have taken those chances
in 1914: they are growing sansr every
day In 1018, The dapger is now
schemes to divide the allies at the
peace conference, and a desperate
drive to recover forgign trade, In
these particulars the war is just about

to begin.

The more the military sharps studd
the American achlevement on the
*Meuse, the bigger It looks to them.
For several years they had besen talk-

which the Germans might retire and
make an impregnable defense, but the
douzhboys colled up that line In six
weeks and threw it like & noose around
the Germhn army's neck.

The United States Army has 161,209
mules, and no wonder it ended the
war. The mule is the most intelli-
gent animal, and knows how far to
go. He is the trade-unlonist of his
kingdom. The little sense left in the
Hun observed the animal golng strong
and wag ready to quit. Long llve the
mule!  With him America will con-
quer the world.

A man knows what he wants when
he enters a store and gets It at once.
He is the ideal buyer and the sales-
girl's delight. Woman knows, too, but
shopping would have little charm If
she bought that way. That's why she
is “dead tired™ at evening.

The guestion between quarantine
and shutdown as a preventive of in-
fluenza Is one between shutting up the
few hundred sick and s=topping the
Industry of scores of thousands who
are healthy. There is no room for

argument,

One way to treat Reds and Bolshe-
viki would be to turn them over to
the prison barber for a vary close hair-
eut. A "slant” at & mirror would gi
sach inspiration to be decent while
the locks were growing long again.

Dr. Effle L. Labdell, of Chlcago, ad-
vocates wearing of fewar clothes by
women and in the same breath resents
the second stare by men. Does she
want thelr ayes to flop out at the first
“slant™? Fewer clothes, indeed!

ﬂ

DUncle Sam is determined to save the
demobilized man from the female of
the species by thwarting attempis to
commit matrimony. Uncle Bam has
much to learn. '

Making the world safe for demoe-
racy is degenerating with king the
Unitad BStates solid for aMOoCracy.
American peeple cnn be fooled once,
but no more.

Uncle Sam must continus ta be
banker for the allisa till they get on
their feet and have ralsed a crop and
started their factories.

If it means that Holland will net
surrender Mr. Hohenzollarn, Holland
has a lesson to leamn, more economic

than physieal.

ﬂ

Royalty will come and be welcomed,
but what this country wants Is a sight
of the old gray fox of France.

Well, here's the harbinger of good
juck. The Oregon Horseshoers' Asso-
ciation is with us today.

Germany's bill is $116,640,000,000,
and “two off for cash.,” probably.

l

This must be a calendarless season,
—

Omaha is learning to wallc

TthhoCemoud?o.

S. R Thompson, J. V. Tollman and
C. K Cranston, of Fendleton, are at the
Imperial The trio eama to Portland
as delegates to the Chambeéer of Com-
merce scoovention

Mrs. Harry MeCormick, of McCor-
mick, Wash, is registered at the Hotel
Seward. Shes has been Iin a local hos-
pital and was able to leave it for the
hotel yesterday.

F. M. Rothrock, of Epokans a bresder
of bloodad Shorthorns, is at the Hotel
Portland and is in town to attend the
livestock exhibition.

W. W. Nicholl, County Judge of Yam-
hill, and Charles Daniels, the County
Judge-elact, are heres for the confer-
ence of county judges of the state,

Erio V. Hauser, president of the com-
pany which operates the Hotel Multno-
mah, lefc for St. Paul last night and
will spend the holldays with Mrs
Hauser. H. H. Cloutier, former man-
ager of the hotel, will accompany Mr.
Hauser east and will visit his family
at MinneapoHs. "

My, and Mrs, M. L. Thompson, ranch-
ers from Carson, Wash., arrived last
night at the Hotel Portland, apd will
do their Christmas shopping.

Two of the Marion County Comm!is-
sioners, Hunt and Goulet, are hore for
the sessions of the County CommIission-
ers’ conference.

.
8. B. Crouch, & real estate operator
of Roseburg, {= at the Hotel Oregon
for a few days

C. G. Barr, of Astoria, 1s at ths Im-
perial. Mr, Barr |5 the secretary of the
Master Horseshoers' Association, which
will have Its annual meeting today.

J. 8§ Stewart, member of the Lagils-
lature and newspaper man from Whealer
County, was at the Multnomah yester-
day. Mr. Stewart wiil be serving his
second term and has found that his
best work can be done in killing off
freak legisiation rather than by intro-
ducing a flock of bilis to reform every-
thing in sight.

E, A Rhoten, of Salem, & newspaper
man of that city, is visiting at tha
Seward. .

— — o
E. B. Marks, whoae speclalty is Hol-
stein cattle, I8 at the stock show. Hae
is registered at the Imperial.

W. F. Hardeaty, Seaside Councilman,
drove his car home from the Multnomnh
yestarday and the most Important plece
of luggage he carried was & gold-han-
dled umbrella, presented to him by the
Dramatic Order Knights of Khorassen,
a branch of the Knights of Pythias.

Mr. and Mrs. C. N. Revlin, of Hood
River, were in town on businsss and
pleasure yesterday and registered at
the Benson.

C. L. Houston, of Astoris, arrived
at the Hotel Portland on the late train
last night. He 1% a prominent lumber-
man fn Clatsop County.

W. 8. Ferguson came from Athena
yesterday and registerad at the Im-
perial. He Ia here to meet Mrs, Ferzu-
son, who has been recsiving treatment
in a local sanitarium for several days.

Two marines dropped a mateh in a
wastcbasket In their room In the Mult.
nomah yesterday. Damage: One sat of
lace curtains. one window shade, one
set of blistered furniture. And thers
wasn't even the amell of smoke In the
hall. .

Four lawyers were brought to. the
Hotel Portiand from Sian Francisco yes.
terday by the Pacliic Telephone & Tale-
graph Company to look after the fne
tarests of the corporation In the hear-
ing befora the Public Service Cammis.
The attorneye are F. C, Morris,

sion,
¥. C. Phelps, J. P. Downs and J. C.
Knowell

Louis Lachmund, former Mayor of
Salem, and now a State Senator, headed
a delegation of state capitol men
who stopped at the Multnomah yester-
day while attending the Chamber of

| Commerce mesting.
ing about the Meude line as that to’

T0O BE WELCOMED

OTHER TUNITS

Home Boys Not All in 0Ist Division
and Third Oregon.

FORTLAND, Dee. 12.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—I think it would be well to bring
hefore the minds of the people of Port-
land at this time the faot that all the
units that left Portland at the out-
break of the war‘did not belong to
Oregon's famous “Third" This regi-
ment is composed entirely of infantry-
men.

We are now beginning to make prep-
arution Tor the homecoming of our
boys, but no mention ig mada of any
but tha Third Oregon und the Orsgon
mén of the 81st Division.

Should we forget the engineers, the
machine gunners, batterymen and
squadron of cavalry, now heavy artil-
lery (the Ilatter two units being on tha
front line since July 14), which ware
411 recrulted and brought up to war
strength before thev left Clackamas?
All are now overseas. Are they not te
be Included In this grand welcoming
of our boys when they return from tha

front? If so, why are they never men-
tioned? And what about the Navy
men? SQUARE DEAL

Menace of Crowded Cars. L

PORTLAND, Dec 12—(To tha ENI-
tor.)—If the city health officers are
Interested In learning one of the chlet
causes of the sudden Increase In the
infiuenza cascs, let them attempt to
ride into town on an & o'clock Broad-
WAY CAr.

The car into which I was forced to
Insert mysel?! was loaded to the polnt
of suffocation. The conductor rang up
112 fares, and he missed soma at that,
there being & number of hangers-on
ot of reach. Every window was closed,
and we wers In such a compact maes
that it wasn't even necessary to hang
on to a strap.

As can easily be Imagined, the alr
was unspeakable. This i{s the usual
state of affalrs on the Broadway line
at this hour in the morning.

And for this privilege we pay § eants,

ONE OF THE VICTIMS.

Enlistments Sinee April 1, 1917,
HOOD RIVER, Or., Deec 11.—(To the
Editor.»—If & boy of 17 enlisted at the
beginning of the war fdr a period of
six years, will he be discharged when
the war is over and sent home from
¥rance, or will only those who signed
for the dufation of tha war be re-

lioved from service and refurned?

JOHN RAYMOND.

If the boy did not enlist in the regu-
lar Army prior to April 1, 1917, ha will
have the privilege of belng mustered
out and returned home.

No Relatlonship Botween Unita

PORTLAND, Dee. 12—(To the Ed-
1tor.}—(1) Kindly tell me if the 163d
Ambulance Company is included in the
183d Fleld Artillery Brigade, which ‘has
been designated for return home?

(2) Are replacement dlvisions to be
sent home soon? G. R. G.

(1) There is no connectlon betwhen

the two units.
(2) Yes, according to

nounced.

plans an-

Not Denignated for Return.
NORTH BEND Or., Dec. 11.—{To ths
Editor,)—Are the 1§th Rallway En-
gineers designated for an early return
to the Unlted States from France? It
so0, when? 8u ER.

—_—
Ne,

, ek

‘eates which

How Timbered Sections Can Be Put fo
Best Advantage Outlined.

EBASIDE, Or, Dec. 11.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—Tha character of the country on
this Coast Is such that only a portion of
the jand can be used for farming pur-
poses, owing to the roughness and
broken nature. To |llustrate, the Ne-
halem River, in Columbia. Clatsop and
Tillamook Counties drains about 600,000
acres, and this valley may be taken as
bettar than an averase sample of the
Breater portion of the timbered terri-
tory on the Pacific Slope.

The land in this valley can be classi-
fisd about as follows: 10 per cent plow
land, level enough to cultivate and crop
annuallyy 20 per cent orchard land,
somuawhat too steap for good plow land
but good for fruit-raising purposes; 20
per cent graszing land; 40 per cent re-
foresting land, rough snd broken to =&
degree that makes it more valuable for
timber culture than for any other pur-
pose -

Hence 1§ will be =een that about 48
per cent of the out-over lands have
more valus for agriculture and stock-
raising purposes, whila the chief value
of the other 40 per cent will be to stock
it with young timber. In fact with a
little caution and helpfuiness on the
part of man the timber of tha Pacific
Coast region will continue to reproduce
itself, enabling the valleys to continue
to receive the rich sofl from the moun-
talnsides. Also this 40 per cent of the
timbered area can be made to serve a
double purpose, that of a game preserva
and to protect the sources of water sup-
ply. Likewlse the timber on the hills
AdJacent to the ocean beaches should
be preserved as it aids to protect them
from the Winter storms as well as
makes a magnificent background for
the beaches

With the' exception of small stumps
It Is not necessary to remove any ex-
cepl what are on the bottom land, as
pasture land I8 usually in better condl-
tion with the stumps remaining, as they
don't take up much room, and will serve
A8 supporits for climbing frult vines,
If the stumps are to be removed some
likely will be good.for ship kneea or
can perhaps be charpitted, giving them
commercial value for charcoal. Also a
thorough investigation should be made
to determine the amount of turpentine
and rosin and the like that the stumps
eontain, With but lttle additional ex-
penss the mills can equip themselvas
to manufacture nine-tenths of thelr
waste lumber and siabwood Into arti-
cles of commerce at a good profit. The
people can do much to aild by using
forest wood for fuel

Theére =should be numerous pulp snd
paper mills and tanneries convenlently
placed mo when a tree is felled in the
forest its entire trunk can be utilized.
Where a tree Is to be removed that will
not make a sawlog by means of the
steam saw much can be saved by cut-
ting into shorter langths for pulp and
firewood. This also will ald in clearing
the land. Wlso the hemlock and alder
bark should be gathered for the tan-
neries. The auto truck and good roads
will ald splendidly In getting this raw
matérial to market.

There is one-fifth of the standing
timber of the United States in Oregon,
much of this being particulariy adapted
for puip wood and tanning purposes
Oregon, In nqdltion to supplying 1ts
own neeads In. the way of shoes and
leather goods, Is in a positlon to supply
thase of one-fifth of continental
United States, as well as lts rightful
ahare of the forelgn commerce In these
articles. W. E. BURKE.

MEMORIAL THAT WOULD ATTRACT
Adaptation of Liberty Statue Suggested
for Columbin River.

PORTLAND, Dec. 12.—(To the Edl.
tor.}—Muny suggestions have been
glven as to erection of a Victory mon-
ument, but none seem to strike right
home. Highways are al¥ right, but
don’t let us thiwk that we have the
only scenery and possibilities for fine

roads. It will not advertise Oregon
48 it ought to be done for this new
state with ®0 many resources. A
highway around Mount Hood will not
be so wonderful, because thers arae
hundreds just as fine. Think of the
constant repair to such a road neur
snow and fce.

What would advertise Oregon mora
than &, fine and Imposing lighthouse
at the mouoth of the Columbis River
or where the Willametta flows inte
the Columbia? Liberty Statue, New
York, Is remembered by ali sailors,
prasengers and all who have seen and
heard of It and would at the sama

time advertise the Columbla River and
its harbors.

Besldes splendid wmoldiers we also
furnished fine ships and thersfore a
lighthouse s proper, The decorative
posaibilitles are great.

ENUD ROALD.

When Soldfer Is Discharged.
YAQUINA, Or, Dec, 10.—({To the Ed
itor.)—There are many readers of The
Oregoninn here in the Yaquina Bay
trict who are about to bo discharged at
Viancouvdr Barracks and who would

fol-

ltkke to have the answers to the
lowing questions published In The Ore-
gonian:

(1) Does a soldier actually recaive

his discharge at the barracks and im-
medistely become a civilinn?

(2) Can a =soldler draw hix transpor-
tation money from thé Government at
31 cents per mile and then remaln

this section of the country for an In.
definite period If he so choses, then
paying the customiry fnre when he
desires to go home?

(3) Must a discharged soldier wear
his uniform for any length of time af-
ter he leaves (he barracks?

(4) Does the Government require .the
discharged soldler to leave immediate.
ly for hls home?

PRIVATE ELMER H. MESERVE.

(1 and 2) New orders coverlng these
points were printed in The Oregonian
(city editions) of December 8 and 11.
Enlisted men are hersafter to he sant
within 150 miles of their homes to ba
mustered out. Only those who enliated
within that distance of Vancouver will
be mustered out there, The moment a
soldier is musfered out he s a private
eltizen.

(3) it Is not required.

(4) He may do as he pleases after
being mustered out.

Married Men in Demobilisation.

PORTLAND, Dec. 12 —(To0o the Ed-
ftor.)—(1) Can you give me any infor-
mation about the H1st Division?

(2) Is it intluded in the army of oe-
cupation, or will it be sent home =oon?

(3) Will the married men be given
any preference in the demobilizing of
the AL E. P.?

ANXIOUS BOLDIER'S WIFE.

(1 and 2) These quostions werc an-
swered on the aditorial page of The
Oregonian December 11.

(3) There has been no official an-
nouncement to this effect. The balief
has been expressed that some such
praference may be extended In troops
that may be long retained in Europe.

Number of Peace Delogates.

SALEM, Or., Dee. 11.—(To the Edk
tor.}- I have nsaver yot sean n state
ment showing the number of dels

comprige the peace con-
ference, and the numhber apportioned
(o each country. 1 suppose this in-
formution is avalluble inasmuch as the
United States has five delegates, and
noe doubt the number apportioned to
other countries ig fixed.

I wonld, therefore, be pleased to hear
from you, If you are prepared to fur-
nish it T. B. KAY.

Each couniry {8 to have four dele-
gates. President Wilson is not a dele-

gate,

In Other Days.

Twenty-five Years Ago.

From The Oregonian, December 13, 1523

Wheat gells for 80 cents per bushel
In the northern part of Grant County.
A railroad would soon lower the prices.

Five tons of deer meat, ducks and
fish were thrown into the bay at Ta-
coma by a cold storags company going
out of business. The act is sewerely
eriticised.

Forty-thres of the E1 shingle mills
along the line of the Beattle & Lake
Shore Rallroad are running, but not
up to their full ecapacity. Ths dally
output |s about 10 earloada.

A FPendleton man having Iarge sheep
Interests In Grant County teils the Long
Creek FEagle that If Congreas places
wool on the free list that {t will throw
every sheepman in Oregon out of busi-
ness,

LET PUNISHMENT BE ATONEMENT
Blood-curdling Propesnls Too Moch
Like Kaiser's Own Teachlags.,

CORVALLIS, Or, Dee. 13.—(To thes
Editor.)—Some of the articles desaling
with the punlehment of Herr Hohen-
zollern, recently of Berlin, are very in-
teresting as showing tha trend of opin-
lon of some so-called Americans. The
solumns of The Oregonian happily have
su practically free from blood-curd-
r suggestions, but at least ona nows-
paper has run a column or two of such
Fuggestions, purporting to be tha opin-
of representative Americans. It

ions

Is to this latter that I, for one, have
objection, as 1 refuse to believe that
any representative American would

wish that any human being (and I as-
suma that the criminal in mind is a
dogenerate human) should be punished
by torture such as having “his*flesh re-
moved inch by [neh,” a8 was suggested
by one person.

It seams to me that the point Is, do

vant Justics, stern justice, If you
1 » 0r dOo we want revenge merely
tlo appasse our natural hatred of all
that this man has stood for? It seems

Eirange that persons suggesting such
harbarous punlshment for the ex-Kal-
ner do pot sea that thereby they are
proving thomselves most apt pupils of
the greatest teacher of barbarity that
the world hag éver known and, stranger
still, are recommending this dire tor-
ture for, the teacher whose very meth-
odB Lhey themselves would use.

He must have punishment, of courne,
but let it be of such a nature that he
will thereby atone in the greatest pos-
gibla measure the wrong he has
done; let it be of euch a nature as shall

for

mnke it constructive for the good of
the world he has wronged; lot him ba
compelled to Join the dinner pail bri-
gade as a common lasborer (not that

common labor ls degrading, heaven for-
bid that anyone¢e should draw this con-
clugion from my suggestion), whieh
would be most humilinting punishment
for this man who has an exalted

epinion of himself snd which, more-
over, would make it pozsible that he
tlll the soil and-help to bulld housen to
réplace the homes he has so ruthlesaly
destroved, and let him labor alone, that
he may have abundant opportunity for
refle mn

Critical problems are looming In the
world, problems that should have tha
earnest thought of those who seek raal
progress 80 that we may well glve lit-
tle time to the details of thie punish-
ment of this man. We may rest us-
syred that his punishment 18 a foregone
rlusion; in faot he (s already reap-
i in a measurse that which he hasn
BOWTL

It seems to me in thie critical time

in the world's history that all Amer-
leans, while proud of the part our great
try Is taking In world events, must
ily conslder our opportunities as
als. For instange: we can ses
thiat the pernicious teaching of
such men as the German Nlatziche,
whose philosophy Is thought by some
tn ha Iargely responsible for the great
war just ended, shall have no harbor In
our Christian democracy.
ANNA BNOW FITTS.

o it

Staten of Transferred Dreaftes,

CASTLE ROCK, Wash., Dec. 11—(To
the Editor.)—{1) Can a drafted man be
held longsr than & man who .enlisted
for the duration of the war? A rela-
tive haa been tranaferred from the
réepot Brigagde, Camp Lewis, to the Pre-
sidio In Californin, and I am Informed
that the only troops they have at the

are anent troops. Is

\ J
) Wonld belng transfarred to that

camp where permanant troopa Aara
trained, serve to hold him longer, or
will he be transferrad hrok to Camb
Loewils and mustared out there? Ha
has not been assignad ARY company
or swwelopment bat n, as he wan
taken 11 and was s tp tha hospliul
two days after arriving in Californin.

(i) 11 he be mustered out after be-
irig discharged from the hosplital, or
muat he be assigned Lo 4 company and
then mustered out?

{4) 1 have n brother in the 1034, In
t the 103d Regiment, and in this a part
of the 2fth D! fonT Is the 26th Di-
vislen a New Englahd divi :

(5) Has the 26th Division been men-
tioned as one of the divislons esoon to
be returned to the United Statas?

() Was It the 36th Division that wan
uged as a replacement unit for the ESth
Division, ar vica versa?

FOUR-STAR SISTERN.

(1) Drafied men of =ome units are
undoubtadly going to he held longer
than enlisted men of other unite, Thera
is nothing to pravent. The Presidio {»
a2 permanent Army camp, but many
troops not of the regular Army have

been stationed there,

(2 and 2) The transfer may militate
to hold him longer. Without all the
facts it is impossible to state where or
when he will be mustered out. If he
comes from the hosplta] unfitted for
sarvice ha will doubtless be discharged
once.
(4) If the unit has been spolken of
simply as the “*1034," It s undoubtedly
the 103d Regiment, infantry. This Is o
part of the 26th Division, made up of
New England men.

(6) Na.

(6) The 28th Division was A& combat

divislon November 11. TUnita of ths
E8th Division may have been used as
replicement troops for the 26th Di-

vision. The fact that the 86th is moon
to be sent home tends to indleate Lhat
thiz may have boean the casa,

Allotment to Lieutemant's WWife.
PORTLAND, Deg¢, 12.—(To the =d-
itor.)—(1) My husband, a ¥First Licu-
tonant, made an allotment to mo hefors
starting overseas in October, When
should I hava received the first allot-
ment? How long should I wailtl before
writing the Quartermaster?
£2) 1= anything known of the return
to thls country of evacuation hoapi-
tils?
poem containing these lines:
And fold thelr tants like Arabg
And silently stanl awny,

A READER.

(1) Three monthe {5 a reasonable time
to await arrival of aliotment aftar it
is mads. Formerly the average .tima
required to get the allotments started
was conslderably longer.

(2) Hospital unitx have not yet been
announced ag in line for return home.

(3) The quotation, which Is ffom
Longfallow's “The Day Is Done," in:
And the night shall be filled with musie,
And the cares that Infest the day
Shall fold itheir tents like the Arabs,

And as sliently steul away,

{(3) Can you tell me the name of the



