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AUSTRIA’S SCHEME
FOR PEAGE FAILS

Proposal for Conference
Rejected by U. S.

PRESIDENT'S REPLY POINTLD

Only Answer Is to Emphasize
_Position in Reference to
‘. Terms Repeatedly Made.

BALFOUR SCENTS PURPOSE

British Foreign Secretary De-
clares Move s Attempt
to Divide Allies.

.

WASHINGTON, Sept 16.-:1'he
Uhnited States, as was fully expected,
bas unconditionally rejected Ger-
many’'s peace feeler. In doing so the
Government has spoken for all the
co-belligerents.

Almost immediately after receiving
the Austrian government’s note from
the Minister from Sweden, Mr. Eken-
gren, Secretary Lansing tonight is-
sued this formal statement:

“] am authorized by the President
to state that the following will be the
reply of this government to the
Austro-Hungariad note proposing an
unofficial conference of belligerents.

U, S. Position Is Firm.

“The Government of the United
Btates feels that there is only one
reply which it can make to the sug-
gestion of the imperial Austro-Hun-
garian government. It has repeatedly
and with entire candor stated the
terms upop which the United States
woultt consider peace and can and will
entertain no proposal for a conference
upon a matter concerning which it
has made its position and purpose so
plain.”

Mr. Lansing's statement.was given
out within half an hour after he had
received the Austrian proposal.

Reply Made With Little Delay.

It would have been forthcoming al-

most immediately upon the delivery

and the robbers were frightened away

HUN RAILWAYS AND
DOCKS ARE BOMBED

BRITISH AND FRENCH FELL 51
GERMAN PLANES IN DAY.

Seventeen Direct Hits Obtained on

Karlsruhe Objectives—Foe

Flyers Raid Parls.

LONDON, Eepl 16 —British aviators
again have bombed the railways at
Metz-Sablons and Mainz and docks:and
sidings at Karlsruhe, Seventesn @irect
hits were obtailned on the Karlsruhe
objectives, according to the Alr Minis-
try communication tonight.

BERLIN, via Lonaon, Sept. 16.—As &
reprisal for the continued bombing of
German towns, says the officlal state-
ment lasued today by the German War
Otfice, 34 tons of bombs were dropped
last night on Parils.

PARIS, BSept 16.—Enemy aerial
squadrons flew over the reglon of Paris
this morning, dropping some bombs.
There were a few victima and some
maierial damage, says an offlcial re-
port. The alarm was sounded at 1:25
and the "all clear” signal at 3 o'clock.

LONDON, Sept. 18.—Sunday along the
Britlsh front In France was character-
ized by viclous alr fighting. The weath-
ér had improved and the alrmen were
up in large numbers. The Britlsh avia-
tors brought down 37 hostile machines.

At least 29 of them were totally de-
stroyed. . Bixteen of the British ma-
chines falled to return.

PARIS, Sept. 16.—French airplanes)
Sunday brought down 14 enemy ma-
chines, and seven captive balloons were
set on f{ire, according to the statement
of the French War Office. A total of
6500 kilograms of explosives were
dropped on enemy concentrations while
more than 23 tons of exploslves ware
dropped on rallread stations at Laon,
Mortier, Juniville, Conflans, Mars La
Tour, and other places.

GIRL'S SCREAM SAVES BANK

When

Robbers  Flee Frightened

Stenographer Yells.

CHICAGD, Sept. 16.—Eight automo-
bils bandits today made an unsuccess-
ful attempt to hold up the: United
Etates Bank at Halstead and Sixtleth
streets. John Jackson, o jJanitor, was
shot when he sought to protect Simon
Heck, the president.

The robbers entered the bank and
asked to have a bill changed. A mao-
ment later they drew revolvers and
covered the elght officers and em-
pleyes. A glirl atenographer acreamed

before they had an oppartunity to get
into the wvaults, where thousands of
dollara in currency was kept

The robbers escaped In an automo-

bile,

SALOONMAN TO SERVE SODA

“Hinkey DInk'" EKenna Long FPolit-
fcal Czar in Chicago.

of the Austrian note, had it not been
found necessary, in order to avoid the |
possibility of grave error, to make a|
careful comparison between the offi-|
eial text and that which was received |
in news dispatches last night from |
Amsterdam.

Thus, emphasis was added to the |
declination, if any were needed, the,
quickness of the reply indicating the |
existence of no shadow of doubt ini
the mind of the Administration as to|
what it should be. As soon as Mr.|
Lansing’s reply can be put in form it!
will be handed to the Swedish Minister |
for transmission to Austria. .

The Swedish legation notified thel
State Department early in the after-
noon that it had received the note and
that it would be presented as soon as
it could be decoded and translated
from the French., This consumed sev-
eral hours and it was not until 6:20
o'clock that Mr. Ekengren appeared.|
He remained with the Secretary only
two minutes, '

Misleading Comment Blocked. |

There is some reason to believe that
the Secretary acted with this unpre-
cedented promptness in a matter of
such great import with the design not
only to indicate clearly the position
of the United States Government, but
perhaps to anticipate and ;revent, as
far as possible, newspaper discussions
of the Austrian proposition which
might convey to the enemy a mislead-
ing impression that there was any
considerable element in the United
States willing to consider a nego-
tiated peace, such as the “non-
binding” discussions proposed by
Austria-Hungary might develop.

Also, it 1s understood, there was a
purpose to sound the note which the
entente powers must repeat in their
own answers. All these powers had
gone on record formally as accepting
the conditions of peace laid down by
President Wilson as their own,

Small Nations Not to Suffer.

Wkile no reference to it was made
in the reply which tha United States
Covernment is making to Austria, it is
known that one of the most objec-
tionable features of Baron Burian's
proposition was Lhe secrecy suggested |
for the “non-binding” conferences. It
was realized by officials here that the
purpose was to barter away the rights |
of wvarious nationalitles In star-cham-

ber procesdings so that the victims
would have no knowledge orithtlr fate

(Canciudesd oo Fags Coltmn 1.)

~
-

CHICAGO, Bept 16.—"Hinkey Dink"
Kenna, for 40 years noted as the dis-
penser of the “largest and coolest”
beers Iin Chicagte to the motley First
Ward and widely known with “Bath-
houss John™ Coughlin as political czar
of the First Ward, will open an lce
eream parlor next year, when the coun-
try goes dry.

Pat O'Malley, his principal rival in
the saloon business, will open a flower
shop. Coughlin years ago got out of
the saloon game,

SINGLE SHOT BAGS PLANE

Enemy Machine Downed by Paris

Artillery Defense Gun.
PARIS, Sept. 16.—(Havas.)—A QGer-
mah Lombarding plane was brought
down by 2 direct shot from the artli-
lery defense of Paris during the aerial
attack upon the city Iast night. The
wrecked machine fell In one of the
northern suburbg. In the wreckage
were found the bodies of an officer and
two men.
Antoine Troubat, under-chlef of the
guestorship In the Seénate, wna killed
during the aerial bombardment.

BOY SCOUTS MAKING GOOD

Sales of War Savings Sumps. Total

Seventeen Millionas.

NEW TORK,
of America have sold more than $17,-
090,000 worth of war stamps, headquar-
ters of the organization here announced
today. Sales of individual Scouts aver-
aged $11, while 2471 “ace” medals have
beén Issued to boys who disposed of
$250 of thesa "baby bonds.™

SHIP DELIVERIES INCREASE

28 New Vessels Turned Over o U. S§.
in 13 Days.

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16 —Twenty-six
ships, with a deadwelght tonnage of
147,520, were dellvered to the Shipping
Board by American yards during the
first 13 days of this month, the board
announced today. During the asame
period 318 gteel and wood shipa of 150,-
370 deadwelght tony were launched

$200,000,000 IS SOUGHT

.\nalrnl{n’u Seventh War Loan Cam-

palgn Enthusiastically Opened

MELBOURNE, Australia, Sept. 18—
The seventh Australian war loan cam-
palgn was inaugurated enthusiastically
today. The first bond sold went to the
Lord Mayor. It Is hoped 10 raise £40.-

Sept. 16.—Boy Ecnut:‘

OREGON'S ENERGIES
ARE FULLY ROUSED

First Blow in Fourth
Drive Delivered.

AUTOCRACY ALREADY GROGGY

Pledge Campaign for World
Freedom Is On.

CITY CRUSADERS PREPARED

]
Thousands in All

Shelve Personal Affalrs to Get
Into Fray for Liberty;

Parts of State

Snccess Is Assured.

4

FIRST 100 PER CENT LIBERTY

LOAN PLEDGE REFORTED

BY INDUSTRIAL UNIT.

Lage Iast night, when the work-
men were assembled for the
“graveyard” shift, the night crew
of the Installation department of
the Coast Shipbuilding Company
reported 1090 per cent organiza-
tion pledged to the fourth liberty
loan.

Theirs |= the first industrinl
unit to report completed organ-
ization and pledges for the city
campalgn, which doea not for-
mally open until tomorrow,

The crew numbers 45 men, with
pledge of §2900.
The largest Individual pledges
were 3100, Every man of the
crew now hrs the right to wear
the official badge of duty done—
“I am pledged.”
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b ssssssss 00000t sessssssrsstsrssseed

1

f
"
.
.
:
;
4
E
:
:
*
L]
]
)
-
4
L]
N
+
L4
+
*
4
L4
*
e
+
+
:

BY BEN HUR LAMPMAN.

The first wallop of the fourth liberty
loan was delivered In Oregon yester-
day, when some thousands of volun-
teer men and women lald aside their
own personal affalra .to enter the pre-
iilminary pledge campalgn as cham-
plons: of world freedom.

First reports from the various dls-
triets are that autocracy Is groggy in
the opening round.

"At 11 vo'clock,” ran a message from
Chalirman Barnum, of Sherman County,
to State Manager Robert E, Smith,
~gver 25 per cent of our quota had been
pledged. The morning of September 28
will find us ready to report a success-
ful finlsh.”

Vigorous Action Necesnary.

Similar reports from many sections
of the state serve to remind Portland
that the local campalgn, which opens
tomorrow morning must dbe Jaunched
with vigor and prosecuted with ardor
if the city is to vie with the country
in the Joint achlevement of an esti-
mated gquota of §40,000,000—approxi-
mately hal? to each.

With letters of marque to crulse Orea-
g

iConciuded on Fage Column 3.

SIBERIANS DECLARE
» WAR ON GERMANY

OMEK - ORDERS MOBILIZATION
OF 1918 AND 1912 CLASSES.

Czechs Round Up Roaming Austro-
German Prisoners and Put Them

to Doing TUseful Work.

OLOVANNATA, Trans-Baikalfa, Sopt
6.— (By _the Assoclated Freas) —
Ths Siberian government at Omsk, a2
fortified town of Asiatlc Russia, has de-
cinred war on Germany, and has order-
ed tha mobjflization of the 1818 and
1918 classesn,

Within the territory freed from the
Bolshevik! by the Crechs are between
300,000 and 400,000 © Austro-German
prisoners, Formerly they roamed
about the country at will but they now
have been placed at useful work.

To guard the prisoners and to pro-
tect the raflways, lines of communica-
tion and Important towns, consider-
able portion of the Czecha forces east
of tha Urals are required. Included
in this number Is the contingent com-
manded by General Dietricha.

It is declared that there is sufficlent
food and supplles {n Siberia for tha
malntenance of a large army. The
Winter period |s quite suitable for
military operations In wmouth Raussia
from the Volga to the Ukraine,

“We are all impatiently awalting the
arrival of allled troops,” declared Gen-
eral Galda, "and the moment when we
shall fight =lde by side on a far larger
scale than previously on a new Russo-
German front."

BRIDGEPORT STRIKE ENDS

Presldent's Warning Brings Reecal-
clirant Workers to Terms.

BRIDEPORT, Conn., Sept. 16,—The
strike of machinists and tool makers
in Bridgeport munition fnctories was
ended today, many men returning to
work Independently, while the large
body of strikers in mass mesting, after
hearing read the letter of President
Wilson, voted to return as a body.

The strikers, in reply, told the Pres-
ident they would take up their griev-
ances with the Taft-Walsh War Labor
Board and asked his Influence to get
them an early hearing. The manufiic-
turers tool back all thelr former em-
ployes,

PORTLANDER HUN PRISONER

Edward A. Smith in Hands of Ger-
mans at Raastadt.

WASHINGTON, Sept !l';—'i';ho War
Departmege=announced toda¥, held pris-
oner at Camp Cassel, Burt Eaton, El-
lenaburg, Wash

The following were reported at Raa-

stadt:
Chnarles A Melse, 4601 Lucilla street,

Seattle, Wash.
Edward A. Smith, Portland, Or,

SOLDIERS AID IN HARVEST

to Gather

in Uniform
California, Prune Crop.

S8AN JOSE, Cal, Sept. 16.—Two hun-
dred soldlers from Camp Fremont were
put to work through the Santa Clara
Yalley today gathering the prune crop,
which was said to have been damaged
badly by recent raln storms.

They will be pald the wagea glven
this class of labor.

Men Help

HOUSES FOR SHIP
WORKERS ASSURED

MachinerySetin Motion
at Mass Meeting.

REPRESENTATIVE MEN ACT

Immediate Building of 2000
Dwellings to Be Undertaken.

MUNICIPALITY AIDS PROJECT

United Effort of Cltizens Is Urzed
by Mayor Baker—Housing Quces-
tion IXs Considered From
Every Possible Angle.

;
1
4
4

PORTLAND'S HOUSING
COMAMHTTEE.

Ex-officio members—George
L. Baker, Mayor of Portland; H.
L. Corbett, president Portland
Chamber of Commerce; Lloyd J.
Wentworth, district supervisor
Emergency Flest Corporation;
W. F. Woodward, chairman State
Council of Defense.

Ira ¥, Powers, H. C. Wortman,
J. C. Alnsworth, James B. Kerr,
F. E. Tayldr, Ellls F. Lawrence,
Eric V. Hauser, John H. Burgard,
G. F. Emith, C. F. Waters, John
F. Daly, B. W. Sleeman and Otto
Hartwig.
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Portland's housing programme was
started on its way to successful realiz-
ation at an enthusiastic mass meeting
held in the suditorium of Lincoln High

Progress of the W.nr.

By the Amsocinted Presa)

HE United States has turned

back on Austro-Hung
peacs proposal. Lan
autherization of Presldent Wilson,
nounced that the Unitad States “can
and will entertain no proposal for a
conference upen a matter concerning
which it has made its position and
purpass so plain.'

The British Secretary of Forelgn Afe
falrs, Mr. Balfour, =also stated,
though wunofficially, that ut-
terly unable to that
férence as proposed by Au
have the desired end, addir

“It i=s incredible that.any
come of this proposal”

While the German newspaper
ment on the proposal as If Germany
had no part In the Vienna
papers declare emphatically that all of
Austrin's allle» had been informed
Agstria’a Intention, though the action
itzelf wos Austro-Hungary's own.
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Meoanwhile, fn the warious
the war the fighting is
added
the

co-operating

of
steadily and with
Macedonla, where
Serbian army,
French forces, has stormed
stromgly fortified posrtions and occu-
pied Vetrenik, Dobropoije and Sokal—
consldered the most {mportant part of
the Macedonian front.

Farther east on the Dolran-Vardar
front the first and second-line Bulgar-
ian positions have been captured by the
allles over a 10-mile section.
cessful operation. according to Mr. Bal-
four, is “the pretude important
offensive."”

This suc-
o an
—_—

French
townard

troops, In thelr advance
the Chemin Dames,
galned two-thirds of & mile on
and one-~half mile front northea
east of Sancy, where they captured

additional 800

have
a two

L &

des

an
prisoners.

American and Gearman
doing the major part of the work
the Lorrainae front, but ther
poris of a possible great at
slde or the other In the Vo

All reporis Indicate marl
crease the work of the
along all the fronts. The Gern
quite recently uppeared
quate alr force have now
mented forces the
have been numerous
Mlustration of the
fighting the British airmaen
accounted for 37 German planes,
they themselves report 18 missing
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School last night, With the zelectiom of
to take charge of the|
the movement has|
been Eiven & head made up of repre-
wentative business and professional|
men, all of whom have their hearts in
the accomplishment of the task of mak-
ing comfortable the army of men who
have responded to the Natlon's call for
workers In the shipyards

There wias no opportunity last night
for any doubting Thomases to Ctoss
wrenches into the machinsry before It
had been put into operation., Mayor
Baker saw to that; and in the general
discussion that followed the addresses
of the occasion, the city's chlef execu-
tive held the throttls In a grasp that
could not be shaken,

Mevting Accomplishes Object.

“I think the object of this gathering
has beén accomplished,” sald the Mayor
in reply to one who sought to seek
consideration for investors not affilint-
ed with the housing body. "If any eof
yvou are able to think of anything that
has not been presented to the commit-
tee already, you are dandles”

The appointment of the committee
Paze 3,

the committes
vost undertaking,
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THE ANSWER IS—DIG, YE TERRIERS, DIG.

courageously and successfully
on the war agalnst the Holshe
have been taken looking to i
ization of a Polish dlvision, ¥
ish officers to wage the fig} n Eibge
ria westward to thelr Mtherland as {n-
tegral units In the Amarican Army, 1t
is estimated that one hundred thousand
trafoed men can made avallable at
once In the reglons of Harbin, Nikolak
and Viadivostgk.
T —

RETURN TO POST, IS PLEA

Premler Lloyd

be

George Appeals to

Sirikers From Sick Bed.
—

LONDON, Sept. 16.—Greatly
cerned over the cotton strike. Promiar
Lioyd George tonight from
bed lssued un appeal to the
to return to work and Jeave
cision in the matters under df
the government after an
special tribunal, to be Immediately ap-
pointed. : :

his

sirikers
the de-
& Lo

innq

The Premler bases his appea! on the |

fact that the strike will seriously in-
terfere with the production of was m
terial.

The apinners In the Yorkshire and
Lancashire cotton mills quit work &
urday on the question
the rota system, The

+ ¥4
of abolition

Amalgamated

of

|
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Assoclation of Cotton Spinners a
membership of 20,000, but indirectly
the strike will affect 500,000 apera-
tivesn.
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| Soissons Captured

600 MORE PRISONERS TAKEN

'Enemy Makes Plans to Coun-
ter Attack Americans.
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