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i A DRAW.

“ 'The Oregonian acknowledges a spe-
&ial degree of interest in the varying
fortunes of President Wilson in his
pian to exclude from Congress sun-
dry members who were not “support-
&rs of the Administration™ It has
sead with deep emotion and no small
sympathy the statement on behalf of
the Presidential policy made by vari-
ous Democratic publicists, who agree
frankly that “politics is adjourned''—
or not, just ms you take it—that the
President is the leader of his party,
and it is entitled to his counsal, that
3s has given it only when asked, and
that it's his business, an~way.

Down to date, with returns from
Michigan not reported, the President
seems to have scored a draw. He put
the Whits House veto on Vardaman,
and Vardaman's gooss was cookad;
2o notifled the people of the Four-
gtesnth Texas District that Represen-
tative Blayden was no friend of his,
and that worthy discreetly withdrew,
But Represaontative Huddleston, of
Alabama, persisted In his candldacy,
despits the Wilson disfavor, and won;
and the same gsurprising result oc-
curred in West Virginia, though in
that Instance the FPresident had
sought, in a curlous letter, to express
his concyrn about the Democratic re-
somination of Senator Chilton; and
the party stralghtaway proceeded to
name someone else—C. W. Watson.

Perhaps 1t will be said that Presi-
dent Wiison did not indorss Mr. Chil-
ton. Some say he did, and others say
he didn't. Far be it from us to de-
¢ide a question of such delicacy; but
let us refer the purzied reader to an-
other column, this page, where the
Chiiton letter appears in full.

It |s a remarkable exposition of the
Presidential mind, which Is perfectly
aware that it is directing the Presi-
dentinl feet into dangerous paths; but
It authorizes an equivocal private In-
dorsement, which the Chilton man-
agers did not hesitate to make publle.
Did they have the consent of the
White House to do It? Or did they,
in their anxious schemes to promote
the weilfars of their candidate, make
unscrupulous use of a private and per-
sonal communication?

Emphasts 15 Iaid on the fact that
the President has sought only to con-
trol certaln nominations by the Demo-
cratic party, and that he will go no
farther. He has gone farther, if the
indirect indorsement he has given ta
Henry Ford and to Senator Nelson and
Benator Xenyon mean anything.
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A DEFARTMENT OF AERONAUTICS,

Inquiry by the Senate sub-commities
iato the delay in aircraft production
has confirmed the worst that has been
sald about !t ns far as exercise of
kunowledpe and judgment is concerned,
charges of dishonesty bolng left to

/Oharles E. Hughes, who is holding an
nquiry for the Department of Justice.
Without regard to the fundamental
difference between locomotion in the
alr and on the earth, the original Alr-
oraft Board relled primarily and al-
most entirely on manufacturors of
ay Liles for advice and construe-
tion. relied on men whose knowl-
edgs was confined to motors which
travel on the ground for design® of a
motor which will propel a machine
through the alr. It then tried to de-
slgn an alrplane or to ndapt existing
types for this motor, When war was
already on and when time was of ut-
most value, It mought to develop an
all-Ameérican type of plane, and used
as its prineipal agency men who knew
little or nothiing of aeronautics,

Fallure was the Inevitable penalty
of attempting to gratify this high and
at other times laudabdle ambition. That
fallure bas been most mortifying to
the American people. To say nothing
of the hundreds of milltons of doliars
which have been wasted, it has made
our Army mainly dependent-on our
allles’ limited supply of aircraft after
wo Bave besn at war more than six-
teen months and at a time when it
was promised that we should have
25,000 planes. It has involved the
Government In porplexities from which
the sound business sanse of John D,
Ryan has not yet been able to axtri-
cate it and has restricted quantity pro-
duction of fighting planes bafore 1918
t0 two types, though we might long
ago have been well supplied with the
powertful, well-proved Capronl. All of
this time and money has been wasted
on what Mark Twain would have
called & “darned experiment.”

The committee's recommendation
that construetion and operation of
alreraft be entrusted to an entirely
new department of aseronautics, of
saqual rank with the war and Navy
Departments, is radical, but It ac-
rords with sound sense. Travel and
war in the alr constitute an art which
{2 entirely distinet from the operations
of elther an army or a navy—as much
g0 as the one !s from the other. Not
since the Anglo-Dutch wars of the
seventeenth century has a successful
attempt been made to transform a
Ceneral into an Admiral. ‘There is no
resemblance between the problems of
organizing, moving and commanding
an army or of bhuliding, navigating
_and fighting a ship and those of bulld-
ing. flying and fighting an airplane.
The alrman also s of a distinet type.
He = an Individual fighter, who winsg{
by personal initiative and skill. The
pir sorvice, for these reasons, should
ba organized and administered dls-
tinctly from both Army and Navy.

To say that this s impracticable
.because of the close co-operation be-
tween the air service and both Army
mnd not dispose of the rea-
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sons- for a distinet department and
command. That is true of Army and
Navy, but does not prevent the closest
co-operation. It is true also of the
Navy and Marine Corpa. but the
marines travel on naval vessels, and
all works smoothly, There should he
an Alr Department, because asronau-
tics differ from both sea and land
operations, and because the Alr Serv-
ice iz destined to assume as great im-
portance as the Army and Navy. The
British tried to keep It In subordina-
tion to both of the old fighting arms,
but they have yielded logic and
formed an Independent equal in
rank with the two old armas. We can-
no} do better than follow their ex-
ample.

THE COMING DRY SPELL.

One-half, or more, of the states of
the Union have prohibition, and like
it, while cne-fourth, or thersabouts,
have so far approved the Federal pro-
hibition amendment. Not more than
ons or two to which the amendment
has been submitted bave falled to
approve. Even Kentucky and Mary-
land are in line. When thess great
citadels of the rum demon capitulats,
what Is left?

- Quita clearly the people, from the
White House down to Broadway, re-
gurd prohibition as inevitable. The
war, which has been an obstacles to
most purely domestic concerns, has
been & club In the hands of the drys.
Did not Russia abolish vodka? Did
not France put the ban on absinthe?
Did not even Great Eritain limit alco-
holic production and cut down the
hours of the saloon? All because of
the war.

The last remaining argument of the
wets 1s the matter of revenue. Prohi.
bition now will greatly Interfare with
the finances of the Government A
billlon dollars may be ralsed out of
spiritse and beer for the current year.
The drys capitulated to the money
plea. They never did before. The
war works its wonders in varioua ways.

Eo we shall have National prohibl-
tion after July 1, 1019, for the period
of the war, Perhaps the war will be
over then, or soon thareafter. But,
onece the dry 1ld is clamped down, It 1s
not Hkely ever to be raised.

Alas, poor Broadway!

WOHRE FOR ALL,

Regardless of what may be accom-
plished by the man-power clause of
the pending draft bill, it must bs piain
to the commonest understanding that
there Is no excuse for idleness in the
country now, and that it Is a patriotic
dAuty for every able-bodled man—and
woman—to be employed In some es-
sential occupation. Those who ap-
pralse the situntion at its true value
will not wait for the passage of the
bill, but will hunt useful jobs at onoe.
The Department of Lahor of the
United States Government estimates
that already thers !s a shortage of
1,000,00Q unstkilled laborers in war
industries alond “War Industries” is
a broadly inclusive term. It takes ac-
count not only of munitions-making.
but of such other industries as rail-
ronds and coal-mining. But thess
must “carry on" {f we are to win the
war in the shortest posaible time.

It Is no longer an excuse for un-
productive idleness that one has an
“independent income,” and does not
need to work to live. All need to work
that the Nation may llve, and work
full time and to the lmit of their
endurance. The soldiar who does less
than the best of which he iIs capable
in battle s rightly called a skulker.
If the same distinction were made as
to those behind the lines, it would be
the better for all concerned.

It Is necessary to buy war stamps
and Hbarty bonds, and it as also nec.
essary to perform a vast amount of
physical laber. One cannot buy im-
munity from the lattsr by perform-
ance of the former duty. There 1s, in
fact, not a single excuse for idlensse.
There is work for all.
e — ]

BPENDING WISELY.

The campalgn of the Council of Na-
tional Defensa to restraln “lavish and
unnecessary sxpenditures.” so that the
money and materiale Involved may be
davoted directly to the winning of the
war, has brought out the fact that
wasteful spending Is Increasing in cer-
taln quarters, and that economy is In.
cregsing in others. Not more than one
guess will be asked for by the average
observer as 0 who are now dolng the
spending and who are saving every
possible cent. Those who all along
have been classed as “well-to-do,” and
who have been hocustomed to having
the things they wanted, are now the
saving ones. They have known what
it is to have thelr desires fulfilled and
they are willing to forego them for a
time. Wasteful spending, according
to Inveatigators, prevalls most largely
among those who have attained un-
nccustomed prosperity rather suddenly.
It is to thoge who do not know the
value of money, not having had the
advantages of scquaintance with it
that the new economy propaganda is
addressed.

The campalgn., howaver, calls for
tactful management and for sympa-
thetie appreciation of the fact that a
riot of spending was no more than
might have been eoxpected. Those
upon whom petty economies have been
long enforced by necessity are not the
ones who know most about how to
make a doliar go & long way, when
dollars are comparativaly plentiful.
Ecenomies in s=mall things do not
neckssarily lay the foundations for
saving in broader ways. Parents who
have tried to teach thelr children
hablts of thrift by denyipg them spend-
ing money, only to see them fturn out
spendthrifts, wlll appreciate the com-
plexity of the problem. It is quite
natural that & sudden increaks of the
margin over bare requiremsnts of liv-
ing should bs attended by just such
a manifestation as is now belng wit-
nessed. The reason lles deep in human
nature.

There is a secret about extracting
the maximum of substantial pleasurs
from & given number of deollars which
some persons never learn. It is futile,
however, to preach that “mere money
does not bring happiness” and simllar
platitudes.” Those who have not had
much money will not bs content until
they have given it a trial. And thoss
who have confined thelr economies in
the past to stretching small sums to
cover prime essentials haye had little
practige in that other kind of economy
which applies to frillssand furbelows.
It is excusable, even If It is a little
irritating to the conventional, If thoag
who now find themselves in possession
of increased incom#®#s should negleet
the necessities for a time in the effort
to gratify a naturdl longing for things
of which they have been only dimly
awnre in the past

The news lrom Great Britain, that
the well-to-do are seélling their planos,
which are being bounght by those who
formerly were poor, Is typieal of con-

of newly prosperous s coming into
being. The rich have had their fling

supposed to bring compilste content-

ditions in every region where a class|

&t the immuterial things which are

ment, but-which do not, and they have
adjusted their perspectives, but only |
by having had the experience. Their
successors to these “luxuries” will need
to learn the same way.

The new-found prosperity of the
classes referred to will not be be-
grudged to them by those who think,
because it is certain to be attended in
the end by establishment of n higher
standard of living. “Foollsh expendi-
tures'' are quite incidental to the main
movement. The entire Nation will
profit in the end by the increasd pros-
perity of the workers who will learn
how to spend money as well as how
to save it Meanwhile, the question
whether too much is being spent-for
Iuxuries in proportion to expenditnres
for necessities will nearly take care of
itself. Gradusl turning of men and
machinery and business organizations
to war work will-eautomatically take
:?‘t‘ of the non-essentials out of the

e

THE NEUTRALITY OF HOLLAND,

A vallant effort is made by Hendrix
Willem van Loon in the Yale Review
to establish that Holland has success-
fully maintained her stand on inter.
national law when belligerants on
both sides were treating it as dead
and that she has observed strict neu-
trality in face of the difficulties of
that position. He scorns the sugges.
tion that Holland has assumed *the
role of & Eryanesquo non-resister”
and says “the people know very wel!
that thelr Independence will last just
as long as they can force thelr. nelgh-
bors to respect the potemtial power of
some 600,000 well-tralned men.”

But a few things Have happened
recently which suggest that Dutch
neutrality is not unimpeachable. Sand
and gravel are hauled by Germany
across the Dutch provines of Limburg
into Belgium on the pretense that they
ares to be used in making roads, though
Germany refuses to permit any pre-
cautions against their being used in
making concrete “pillboxea’™ and Hol-
Innd meekly submits, Nor does Ger-
many permit inspection of the cars In
traneit to see that no weapons or
munitions are concealed In them, and
agrin Holland submits. Germany's
word is taken for the fact that no war
material s carried, and eversbody
knows how worthless that 18 when
military necessity dictates.

Lately Holiand sent soveral mer-
chant ships to the Dutch East Indies,
carrying officials and supplies and
convoyed by warships, and gave notice
that no search by belligerents would
be permitted, though the international
law to which the Dutch government
In 20 devoted plainly permits it. The
British government asserted the right,
but, rather than have friction, walved
it in this case and was severely cen-
sured in Parllament,

This Is a very wavering style of
nautrality. The truth seems to be thaz
Holland stands more in dread of Ger-
man bluff than of British firmnees,
or rather presumes on the considera-
tion shown by the allles for neutral
rights. Not to say that the Duteh are
not brave, but they are cautious, and
they go to great lengths to save thelr
nice little garden patch from being
stepped on by the ruthless Teuton
boot.

EDUCATION IN EHARKL

Nothing associated with our war
preparations is more sncouraging from
the viewpolint of the future than the
continued effort to promote education
of the men in the training camps and
even on the firing line. It was found
when our mobilization began that,
desplte generally favorable statistics
as to our literacy, we were o long way
from perfect in that regard. Not only
weére there surprising numbers of men
af draft age who could not speak Eng-
{ish, but there were othera, born in
tha country, whose nncestors for many
generations ware born hers, who
could nsither read nor write, andfpos-
gessed only the most rudimentary 1dear
of why we weare in the war.

The soldler who had had the for-
mula about fighting the XKalsér
drummed into his ear without learn-
Ing that we were at war with Germany
was a classic but not an isolated ex-
ample. “"Kalser” did not mean nas
much to him as it ought {0 have
meant. " He was perfectly willing to
fight, he belleved that the outrages
about which he had been told ought
to be avenged and that thelr repetition
ought to be made impossible, but he
bad never read on his own account
He had depended for all that he did
know upon common rumor and the in<
exact lnformation conveyed by nelgh-
bors who possessed little more educa-
tlon than he had. There was in him
the making of a useful American. But
if he had nsver been drfafied he would
have labored under a handicap all his
life.

This young American possessed the
Mmitial advantage that he could under-
stand the commands of his officers
He was amenable to the primary in-
struction in military requireamaents and
personal hyglene requiréd by hls new
situation, but he could neither read
written orders nor write orders hime
self. Since even the alightest promo-
tion in the Army would be pravented
by iliteracy, and since it is not the
poliey of the Army (o keep men in
tho lowest ranks any longer than 8
necessary, "his education in the three
r's was begun at once. Not a great
deal could be agecomplishad in the en-
sulng months between periods of mili-
tary drill, perhaps, but it was somes
thing. The case is typjeal.

Added to the shortobmings of the
young man mentioned, there is |n
the cases of some thousands of others
complete ignorance of the English lan-
gunage to begin with, The problem
with the first man was to complets
the Americanization of an American;
with the sscond man it Is to hegin the
Americanigation of one who, although
born in the United States, and aithough
he never has been out of the country,
is, to all intents and purposes, an allen.
The individuals are allke in the re-
spect that neither has a very definite
idea of what the war is about, but
they differ in that the first has no
counter-influence in operating against
his transformation. The darkness that
envelops him is at least of neutral
tint. The class of which the second
Is a type lncludes those whose home
influences may have ranged from In-.
difference to hostility to American in-
stitutions. Both are being reached by
camp education, to the obvious ad-
vantage of America.

Plans for the “Americanization” of
these strange elements suffer some-
what because of lack of a definition
of what Americanization actually is.
For the present, educators working in
Army channels arg content to supply
the rudiments of education, including
Instruction in Ebpglish, in the belief
that the problem ultimately will salve
jt=elf. The Army ix still predominat-
Ingly American, and the allen and
near-allen will be set on the road
toward self-instruction by being given
the meéans of free communication with
their fellows. * But an important fac-
tor in the system is that education

‘of economic independence. Increased
}Imln: power s often necessary If
‘American standards” are to be
&dopted. Teaching the recruit the way
we live in America becomes something
more than a phrase when the means
are furnished him to live in that way
after he returns to civil life.

The camps in the districts in which
there are large foreign elements are
already supplied with schools in which
the draftees will be kept busy when
they are not recelving military instruc-
tion. Not the lsast of the banefits are
being received by the assistant instruc-
tors who ®are being Impressed from
among the bettar sducated men. The
regult of it all will be that by the
time our armles reach France every
man will have acquired a minimum
of education—=at least that which !s
necessary to communication with other
Americans—and these who pofSsess a
fair education will have Improved
upon it

Out of desire that these advantages
shall not be lost when the men are
called overeens, the institution already
beginning to be known as “Khaki
University” was born. It is interest-
ing to know that many of the admin-
istrative details of this plan have al-
ready been worked out. The Young
Men's Christlan Association and the
American Univeraity Unlon have
Jolned in the designation of an Army
educational commission. Huts of the
¥. M. C. A, the Knights of Colutnbus
and even of the Balvation Army will
be requisitioned at suitable hours to
serve as classrooms. It is of further
interest that some of the lecture work
started for the entertainment of tho
eoldiers has been diverted to the edu-
cational movement. It is a serious
and a complleated task, for the coursa
of study will be frequantly Interrupted,
It 'will be Impossible to guarantee
continuity under any single set of in-
structors, and a beginning made in a
preparation camp behind the line will
often mean a completion of the couise
in & convalescent hospltal. Only a
few years ago the task would have
been declarsd by educators to be im-
possible. But the great growth of ex-
tension courses and correspondence
schools at home has shown how {far
wa ¢an afford to ignore precedent. The
soldiers’ education plan i= an elabora-
tlon of the extension system on a wide

It Iz perhaps not too much to

cala
xpect that the Army course will be

s0 co-ordinated that it will averl reach
prisoners In the camps of the enemy.
This might be accomplished In co-
operation with the Red Cross,

Only a fatuous optimlst would con-
tend that the new Army school will
reach every scldier. Among our mill-
llons there inevitably will be many
who will resist its Influence. Army
discipline will reach them only as to
the minimum of knowledge they re-
quire for their dutlies. But it 1s also
{nevitable that the force of good ex-
ample will be felt, It Is no longer the
fashion to sneer at the educated. The
designation “hiigh brow" I8 already los-
ing value as an epithet., A good deal
of tact will be required to make the
movement popular; it must not be per-
mitted to usurp the place of the
healthful entertalnment which men
working under constant strain require;
but it & In the hands of sympathetic
leaders at the ottset and a good deal
oan be expected of it. It is a purely
Amerioan conception, and ome which
reflacts great crodit on Amerleans as
a people.

With ten to twenty men a day golng
to sea, the Americanization of the
American merchant marine goes on
apace. We shall scon reach the point
where {1t will bs unnacessary to under-
stand any language besides plain
American In order to make onesel!
understood on a Pacifie Coast ship.

It “Old Sleuth" A. Mitchell Palmer
keeaps nt it, and if the war should not
end suddenly, he will clean up every
dollar's worth of German property in
the United Statea. After the war the

Germans will have littla money where-

with to buy, and Americans will be
very chary of selllng to them.
.

Those shipyarders at Columbla City
who strike becauss a member of the
company is on the job with them are
more than half right. It is an owner's
privilege to work anywhere on the
place. but good judgment and discre-
tion should put him higher up.

The United States Army will need
90,000 mors officers, and we have the
mndvantage over Germany that we have

the entire population to draw from.
There is no “officer class” in this
country.

If reasonable enargy should ba shown
in prosscuting the new sult agalnst
the Pacific Livestock Comphny, it may
possibly be decided before all the
withessesz are dead.

Men whose sole ciaim to praminence
ia their parentage ovcasionally get
inte the day's news by the divorce and
ramarrisge route, but the famao Is ofj
little merit.

By the tima fruilt now put up with.
out sugur s ready to be eaten there
may be enough sugar to serve with it
to sult even the sweaelest tooth.

The sinking of cha=er No. 209 is one
of the deplorable Incidents of a great
war, and the American gunner who
caused it must not ba chided.

That man.eating shark caught on
thé Tillamook shore was too late in
arriving to affect the season. DMost all
worth a blte have gone home,.

How can Kalser Willinm II escaps
indictment for lese majeste when he
melts the status of Kaiser William I to
shoot at the imploun allies?

An Indllan at The Dalles is in jall
for beating his wife while drunk, a
conditlon aAnd diversion denied the
white brother,

‘When there are eight candidates for
Governor of California, are not at least
six of them pursulng a non-essential
industry ?

Just consider it settled. The hat
goes off to the flag in the next parade
ar one takes the consequences.,

Men In the fiftles, here's your chance
at the war game, not as Hun-Killers,
but as good assistants.
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Corporal Kosmoski, only with
two wives, would know better if he
was twice that age.

Contemplating the ice cream sand-
wich.‘perhaps the soup sandwich is not
somuch of a joke.

Klbﬁmr is still continuing the study
of Americans that he began thirty
years ago.

The airplane ambulance will make
2 "bird"” of the ulance chaser,

opens the way to a greater degres

Our Aircraft Fiasco

The most dangerous failure of our
war preparations has been In construc-
tion of afrcraft, as exposed In the re-
port of the Senate committes. The
megnliude and extent of the fallure are
conveyed by three statements of the
committee:

On June 8, 1817, pubdlle announcemeont was
made that & ﬁeat Tieet of 20,000 airplanes
wan alout to created, and woulid be de-

olsive of the war manths befor -
dective Army eould be put In Snr:;u:.n =

July 14, 1817, Congress riated
sml.rfbo,wo to ecarry out th .‘1}’2,';‘& l;um-
Eramme. In- the opinion of the commit-

tes a substantial part of the appropristion
was practically wasted

On August T, 1018, squadron
of thess (De Haviland 4 planes) com -
ing elghteen machines un(?u commnﬁt
General Poulols, made an expeditidn across
the Gorman lines and returned In safoty
to their bass This marks the 2ate of the
use of the first American-built planes over
ths enemy's lines.

The report furnishes the explanation
of this humillating difference between
promise and performance, The alr-
plane programme was put in the hands
of automoblie and other manufacturers,
“who were lgnorant of aecronautical
problems,” and who “undertook the im-
posaible task of oreAting a motor which
could be adapted to all classes of- fly=-
ing craft.” They invented the Liberty
motor and then tried to build airplanes
to fit It. The Alrcraft Board at the
beginning of the war failed “to adopt
the common-sense course of reproduc-
ing the most approved types of Euro-
pean machines in as great numbers as
possible.”

The board did adopt some of these
European types, but rejected one aftar
«wnother becnuse it could not be adapted
to the Liberty moter. The Bristol was
irled and put {n quantity production
after $6,500.000 had been expendad and
"“the lives of several gallant men aacri-
ficed. Then the standard J training
machine was tried with the Hail-Scott
engine, but was condemned as danger-
ous “after moere than 1200 “had been
manufactured at A cost of §6.000,000."
Work was begun on the Epad fighting
plane, but “Calonel Clark and Major”
Vincent (one of the |nventors of the
Liberty motor) concluded the machine

one

could not be operated with Liberty
motor,” and *“the contract can-
celed, the reason given being that a

single-seater was regarded as obso-
léte.” Yet on April 38, 1518, a contract
was let for 1060 single-seat figliters,
“known s the 8. H. 6, which the
English equivalent of the French Spad.”
To clinch the caise in favor of this once
rejected machine, “our Govéernmeant ls
now using upon the battld front every
Spad machine it can secure from the
French."

Work was then crowded on the De
Havlland 4, for reconnolasace, photo-
graphic, bombing and [fighting pur-
poses, and contracts for $500 were let,
this belng “the only so-called fighting
plans now |m actur]l production.” On
July A 288 had been shipped abroad
and 67 had reached headquarters In
T'rapes. On August 1, 601 had bsen
embarked, apparently to make a show-
ing, for the last shipment Nad not been
tested and inspected. General Pershing
had cable@ on June 28 “esnumerating
many defects and stating explicitiy shat
=ome of the machinea could not be used
until some of them had been corrected,
also that all planes of this class should
ba thoroughly testad and Inspected ba-
fare belng shipped.” Expert flyers tes-
titled that "some of the defects ren-
dered the machines more than ordinary
dangerous,” yetL dellveries continued,
tae explanation being, “that the corree-
tlons fould bé made overssas” and a
fores of American officers and meéchan-
ics was sant to Francs about the mid-
dle of July to makes them. On August
2, an order was issued that no more
e delivered until thesée coreections
ware mads, and “productidn under these
new conditions Is about to be resumed.”
In July, 166 of these machines were de-
liverad to the Navy Department and
about 54 wore sent abroad, but wera
found to have the same defects, and 100
ready for shipment were rejected.

Many changes have been made “for
the mosl part by automoblle and me-
chanical englnears having little or no
experionce In aviation engineering.”™
Three equadrons of 18 each were over-
hauled in France and on July 238, 29
and 80 “were dalivered to the front
undar their own power.” One of thess
squadrons made the first flight over
the German lines on August 7. The con-
clusion has been reached by the War
Department and the Alrcraft Board
that this machine “is chiefly avallable
for obssrvation or reconnclssance pur-
poses” and it “ils to be replaced by &
machine of later dealgn as speedily as
poessible without complete suspension of
production.”

Neglect of approved European types
has nlso extended to the Capronl. “a
powerful, successful and heavy bomb-
ing plane, approved by both Italian an
English aeronautical engineers.” W%-
had "dll the necassary facilities to con-
atruet’” it as enrly as October, 1817, and
“expert Itallan engineers have Dbaesn
upon the ground" sincs January, but
we have constructed “only one ex-
perimental machine, which ls squipped
with Liberty motora”™

There has boeen similar delay with
the Handley-Page heavy bombing ma-
chine.  Plans were furnished to the
Signal Corps in the 2ummer of 1817,
end contracia for spare parts were not
made till Pebruary, 1918, and deliveries
of thess patrts d1d not begin till August,
1918 A sample plane ordered in March
was flown in July and tests are not
vet complete.

This {8 by no means a bright out-
1aok:

“With the exception of the § E. b
and the Handleyv-Page {n piarts, no
other type of fighting plane can be
produced in guantity before 1815,

A suggestion of something worse
than the above record of rank incom-
petefite s conveyed by the story of
two flying fields. Langley Fleld, near
Newport Naws, Va, of 1650 acraa, on
which $£2,205,687 has been expended,
geems= to hava been wisely choeén and
well fitted for testing and experimental
work,” but “was practiczlly abandoned
tor that olass of work, and McCook
Fleld at Dayton. Ohlo, econsisting of
only 200 acres and practically cnclosed
Ly riyer, trees and telephcne and tel-
egraph wires, wans selected Instead”™
The renson iven was lack of transpor-
tation facilitises at Lsngley, although a
&pur track had been conatructed to
conpnet It with rallroads, while the
Wilbur Wright training field near
Dawton BJad beon salected, “requiring
the conatruction of a trolley lins by the
Government at a cost of $175,000." The
trine explanation appears to be that one
mambar of the Aircraft Board., Colonel
B. A. Deeds. was formerly ownar of
the McCook fieid and part owner of
the Wilbur Wright fleld. Examples
of favoritism in letting ‘contracts are
cited a8 indicating that "aviation Is
being mads subject to ultimats control
by the automoblis industry.” Manu-
facturers who ware In business years
téfore the wir have been unable to
get contracts, while a company organ-
ised slnce the war “was given enor-
mous contracts befora Its [actories
ware complatad.”

Apparently the automobils men got
a grip on the afreraft programme at
the atart, and tried to make it an ad-
junet to their industry. These men, who
kn¢w nothing of asronautical engineer-
ing, rejected the experience of thosa
had learnsd |n threa ysars of war, and
they undertook to make a motor
adapted to all types of machines and
then to bulld planes to fit It. We are
{fust beginning to do what should have
been done &t the start—male planes
and motors of types which have proved
thoir merits until we can design and
test better types and put them in quan-
tity production. B0 far as the old Alr-
craft Board |5 concerned, there might
as well Have been no flying In the thrée
years prior to April, 1917, and no expert
knowledge of aeronautica might have
Lhave been acquired, for it refused to

SOCIALIST PERSONNEL DEFENDED
Mr. Wicks Retorts That Mr. McCone

Is Only One Who Has Vieinted Law,

PORTLAND, Aug. 27.—(To the BEdi-
tor.)—In Tha Oregonian on Saturday
Vietor J. McCone accused the Soclialist
candldates on the county ticket of be-
ing nearly half of German origin and
"declared that he knows from *former
pérsonal contaet that many of these
are avowed pro-Gorman and the reat
non-American.”

An examination of the nationality of
the cendidates will reveal the falsity
of McCone's accusations. While no sin-
gle natlonslity (not even German be-
cauns of the war) was disctiminated
against at the conventlon, out of 2%
candidates for office only two were
born in Germany and one of these was
&xiled by he imperial German govern-
ment for sctivity against ths Hohen-
zolierns. Two others are of German
descent. There |2 one SBwiss, one Esth-
onian, one Finn and two Scandinavians
The balance of the candidates are all
Americans and one of them Is a direct
doscendant of Robert B, Lea
cousin of Edward Everett Hale, author
of “The Man Without & Country,” about
which we have heard so much lately
in certain patriotic circles,

McCone claims to know theae candls
dates from former personal contact.
The trulll ia that most of them did not
take an active part during McCone's
activity in the party because they could
not agree with his “people's council”
brand of "Bocialism."

MeCone was expelled from the party
because of his cowardly attitude when
he waa arrestad and his repudiatlon of
the Socialist party (n order to save his
own neck. Many Boclalists refused to
have anything to do with thoze party
members who affiliated with the “peo-

ple’s council”™ as Socialists sre not
pncifiats,
I have in my possession a letter

glgned by Vietor J. McCone In which
he praises the 1. W. W. and rejolces
over the fact that a woman menibear of
that organizsation who was a cook In
& oamp burned all the food bafore she
left. In the samo letter he refers to
the officers of the United Stdtés Army
as “military blockheads” and says “the
rulers of our fair land certainly openeda
Pandora’s box when they declared war."
He winds up his screed with the words,
*To hell with them!"—meaning the pso-
ple referred to as “military block-
beads" and “government hellhounds'

That letier is a palpable viclation of
Saction 8, of the espionage wnot, accord-
ing to the interprétation of the Da-
Partment of Justice.

After MeCone was arrested for anti-
waAr aotivity while working for the
paopla's councll, Instead of calling upon
them he-culled upon tha Soclallsts of
Portland to rafse money for his ball,
and after whining like a miserable
cur for a few days, publicly repudiated
the party because we dldn't come to hls
ald 4= soon A= he expected. Had 1
baen here at the time I would have op-
posed glving him wny ald, as no So-
clalist should have atfillated with the
penple’'s council. Most of those who
were affilinted with thém now realize
the error of their way and stand firmly
upon the prineiples of Boclialism.

As far as anti-Americanism is con-
¢erned, the only person In the Port-
land Socialist party who has been gullty
of vioiating a Federal Iaw since this
country entered the war Ia Vieter J,

MeCone., H. M., WICKS.
Sec¢retary Loocal Portland BSoolallst
Party.

THE SOLDIER'S MOTHER—A SOLIL-
oqQuy.

I sald 1 was loyal, and loyal T am
Every hour in the day.

I've given my boy to dear Uncle S8am
Every hour of the day.

(It seemed llke giving him onece for all

When firat he answeéred his country's

oall;
But my!—If 1I'd let them, tha tears
would fall

Evetry hour of the day!)

I cherlshed and loved my beautiful lad
Every hour of the day,
Tve given my country the best that
I had

Every hdt'ir of the davy.

(I helpeda him to pack the duds that

he took;

Inslde his coat pockest I put the Good
Book;

I gave him up—crying, when he didn't
look,

Every hour of the day!)

How bravely he galled on the dangerous
sanl
Every hour of tha-day—
How proud J shall be when lie comes
back to me,
Every hotir of the day!
(I8 i wall, may I ask—Is It well wilh
my son?
There's bhlood to be shed when battles
ars won,
Every hour of the day!)
® -
'Tis a wonderful thing te be mother
of men—
Byery hour of the day!
(I hopa ha'll raturi to his motherag

Every hour of the day!
(It hurts—0O 1t huirls to be—mother of
men,
You fondle them when they are babies,
and then ¥ la
Your heart's In the trenches, again

and again,
Every hour of the day!)
The jor of my life?—1 pray its return
Hvery hour of the day
My soul's-eager longing!—I
it burn
Ever hour of the day:—
(I pray thea dear Lord
dispel;
Put faith In my soul—a faith thjit
t@]] e
Lord teach me to say in my heart,
is well,”

Every hour of the day!)

now feal

my fears

]

God bless the dear boy whexe mother
I am,

Every hour of the day:

Sam-—
Every hour of tha day,
Amen! It Is welll We fight
not alone!

stars are above
his throne!
Tt 18 welll The dear Father
tor his own
Evory hour of the day!
—EDGAR 3. MUMFORD,

The ue,

“DOMESTIC SERVICE ONLY.™

I'm one of the llmping D. 8. O's,

With something wrong with our lsgs
or toes,

Who can't go along whan the company
EO8E—

But stay behind
close.

My body stays, but my spirit goes

‘111 the damned war's

foes,

flows
¥From the war-worn men in rows and
rows,
But suffer the pains,
woes—
While 1 stay here with the D. 5 O'n
—PRIVATE 2.276.037.

the gflefs and

Chautangun Salute Critloised.

PORTLAND, Aug, 27T.——(To tha Rdl-
tor.}—Is it not & little lnte in the Z0th
century for a thing to happen like
1404 or more Portland people Ina crowd
of 2000 in a closed room [frantically
shaking the solled handkerchlefs from
toeir pockets in The air over thalr
heads? Yet it happencd In Portiund
A= I understand if, Chauntaugqua aban-
doned the Chautaugua salute as danger-
ous to heglth long ago. In the lHezht of

present day knowledge, the prohable
otitcome of stuch a method of venting
our enthusiasm Iz snome rplckness and
o few untimely deaths charged to the

fearn from the men who had been Jearn-
Ing during that period.

account of & mysterious providence.
F. G. FRANEKLIN,

and & |

We oan daver tell til] after It's done— |

| Queer

will | C

And God bless tha Nation—Dbless Uncle

will ears |

Or our ears or ayas or testh or nose |

And remains with them who fight the

In Other Days.

Twenly-five Yenrs Ago,
Fyom The Oregonian, August 18 1803
Although four weeks must pass be-
fore the Portland Industrial Exposaition
Is opened, a force of workmen are at
work putting the bullding in shape for
the big show.

Some iden may be formed of the
preparationsa being made for the stur-
geon flshery [n the Columbia this sea-
=on’ from the fact that nine cases of
blg sturgeon hooks from Scotland
passed through tha custom-house n
day or two ago. They contalned 0,000
hooks, all of which wers disposed of
before the cases were opened, and or-
deras placed for 80,000 more.

At an adjourned meeting of the Cen-
tral Labor Councll yesterday a perma-
nent organization was affected by the
election of offlcers for the ensulng
Lerm. The committee on Labor day
preparations reported that a parade
and public speaking will be given by
the labor unions on that day.

The Bull Run plpeline will be com-
pleted to Grant's butte, tha end of
the 35-Inch plpe, In & fow days, and
no more pipe will be Inld on this end
of the line thiz Fall,

The' fifth annual falr of ths First
Enstern Oragon District Agricultural
Boelety will be heold near Prairie com-
meneing October 2.

Fifty Years Ago.
From The Oragonlan, August 28, 1508,
The third annual target excuralon
and plenle of the Fenlan Guard took
place yeaterday. Those present who had
A wizh ln that direction were afforded

an opportuni of Indulging In the
“mazy dance,” # the company pro-
cesded to try thelr skill at target pracs
tice,

Day before yemterday a petition was
presented to the Judge of the Fourth
Judieial Distriot for a writ of man-
damus on Marshal Lappeus to compal
him to remove the smalipox patients
to the outskirts of the oity, In accord-
ance with the provisions of the ordi-
nknce made.

Andrew Emith, of Dayton, Or,, has
Just recelved a patent for a new horses
power for a reaper and thresher, ao-
cording to the Wushington letter,

The WhHiametts

River at this point

Bas Almoat reached low-water mark
Above the falls at Oregon City It Is
sald to he as low alinost as it ever
gats,

Ex-Governor G. A, Miller, of Gaorgia,
an original Unfon man, who when the
war broke out left his fine plantation
in Georgin, cams north, entered the
Army and rose to the rank of Briga-
dler-General before Its closs, hus taken
the stump for Grant and Collax.

GERMAN FPIES WITHOUT HUMOR

Belgian Sarcasm Owvor Heada of Turgid
Prussians In Oceupled Territory.

Thomas T. Topping. in his story, “The
Long Vigil" in the September Red
Crosa Magasine, gives the following:

“Two days bhefore, the Englich hnd
hit the German lines at Loos and the
French had struck in Champagne All
night long trains had =toc 1 all-
rosd yards at Schaerbeéo) srbeci,
and In the Luxemburg asta to re-
plenish thelr stores of water and
before procesding to ErmAny.
automobliles hed whirled through
gty fram nightfall u 1 daybreak—the
Germans never allowed their wounded
te come through PBrussasle in the day-

coal
Huge

the

tima if it could bLe avoided—and all
had stopped before the Improviaed
hospitals that the occupants had estab-
lisied In the Palace of the King, the
Military School, the Academy of Arts,
and numerous other publie bulldings,
“Hopa ran high In the breasts t
the Belgianas, for despita absolutae al-
lance on the part of (he efficiantly cen-
news had filtered in from

sorad press,
AVl

mined, gt

gubdued for ko

pitehed and loud

thing bt the
olumeey Gefman spies P
by tablea e¢ould find no pretlext
arresting them

“Ny Willlam is wvery 1l
night, F d Uttle Wall
in B mi te to friand of
who hiux 1 1 h teat at
table,

1T hope ha n, replied the
sther, quite unsyt tleally

11 & meat for
dnle’ ar A mad young
man, w bank clerk
thian a I

“* thir ait little before
1 buw, s 3 ve pur

Lid of h tha

arman I hat (i Kins
epiea nnd Eund re in nit
falled complets t pRe Ve
remarks sany referen to 1 o
the Kalaey r ton kil i
labe CGormar 1
WILSON'S T0 CHILTOY

LETTER

Did  the

Indorsement Which
Sennfor No Good,

and God's on i ih

Governor in 20 Yo
lette® that he v
Watson. Then t
countered by lstting it
thalr candidate w d produce

n 18 later they pub-
far and wide the

“a real

Where shells fly fast and the red blood | avenw

of It nr re on the
other as with
the hed necement t “The
Proside ‘nnts Chilten. WUl We
Give Him What He Wants? We Have
Glven Him Our Money, Our Boys," ste

A WEBT VIRGINIAN,
Charlesten, August 13, 1018,




