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FOCK'S STRATEGY
SPOILS HUN PLAN

Foe’s Work of Four Months
Undone in Three Weeks.

GERMAN LOSS 700,000 MEN

Enormous Cost of Offensives
of 1918 Goes for Naught;
Enemy in Peril.

RETIREMENT MADE HARDER

Prompt Escape of Von Hutier’s
Troops Believe!:l to Be
Impossible.

WITH THE FRENCH AEMY IN
FRANCE, Aug. 13.—(By the Asso-
piated Press.)—The situation since
the battle of the Avre shows a change,
which for rapidity and extent has
yarely been approached in military
history. Marshal Foch's strategy and
masterly tactics have in three weeks
wrested from the Germans what re-
quired four months for them to ob-
fain at a cost variously estimated at
from 700,000 to 1,000,000 men.

Big Results From Battle.

The immediate results of the coun-
ter offemsives which will have the
greatest bearing on subsequent opera-
tions are the clearing of the Chateau-
Thierry pocket, ending the menace to
Epernay and Paris; the liberation of
Montdidier, ending the menace to
Amiens; the freeing of the important
eastern railroad line from Paris to
Chalons and the equally important
porthern line from Paris to Amiens,
restoring to the allies means of com-
munication which give them enor-
mously greater ease in future move-
ments of troops.

These successes render impossible
gny rupture of the line which would
separate the French armies of the
center from those to the east, or a
rupture of the junction betweea the
French and British.

German Plan Wrecked.

The most disastrous consequence to
the Germans, aside from the heavy
losses they sustained in men and ma-
terial, is the collapse of their plan to
drive wedges into the allied lines and|
the subsequent widening and joining |
which would have threatened general
dislocation.

Marshal Foch's strategy in reducing
the salient wedges wrested the initia-
tive in operations from the Germans,
at once obliging them either to order
g general retreat to a strong line such
ns the Somme or to engage reserves.
The enemy adopted the second alter-
native which, having failed, makes
eventual retirement immensely more
gdifficult.

Noyon's Fall Probable.

The first phase of the battle of the
Avre finds the French with a footing
upen Thiescourt plateau, west of
Noyon which has vital importance in
future operations. The Germans must
either capture this at high cost, if they
can, or abandon Noyon, which means
the fall of Roye and Lassigny, which
already are under imminent menace of
capture..

The disaster which menaced General
von Hutier's army has been averted
for the moment. The few narrow pas-
sages which now are open for the
withdrawal of his stores are so har-
rassed by the bombs of aviators and
the fire of heavy artillery that prompt
escape is impossible, rendering prob-
sble a desperate effort by the Ger-
mans to cling to their 1914 lines.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE, Aug. 11.—(By ths Assoclated
Press.)—Ground gained by the allled
armies In the second battie of the
Bomme is bheald by them everywhere
today, although they have been pausing
for more than 24 hours. The harassed
and disorganized forces of the enemy
Bave launched several counter attacks,
It is true, but mone of them have car-
ried the Germans anywhere,

At a matter of fact, the small but
pavertheleas important local gains made
t# the allies just north of the Eomme
FRiver, to say nothing of other success-
fal minor operations for improving
positions, more than trebly outweilgh
the extramely plight galns made by
the Germans at a heavy cost at two
points in the line

Detensive Barbed Wire Found.

Strong enemy conceniratflons have
been reported between Roye and
Foquescourt, but ¢o far they have done
nothing, if really they are there for an

iCousiuded oa Fage 3, Column 3.)

being
the Pleardy juncture with
and the American left beyond Verdun.
They block the roads to Paris

der,
shall have bean formed.

FRESNO HAS $500,000 FIRE

Flames

ACTOSS
Paper Company and the California Pins
Box Company, and threatened the en-

FIRST U. S. FIELD
ARMY IS CREATED

AMERICAN TROOPS NOW HOLD
DEFINITE PART OF FRONT.

Five Full Corps, Comprising Approx-
imately 1,250,000, Under Com-

mand of Pershing.

WASHINGTON, Aug 13 —Secretary
Baker was formally advised today by
General! Pershing that the first Ameri-
can fleld army had been created. Gen-
eral Pershing retalns command of the
Army, as well as of the entire Amemn-
can expeditionary force for the present.

The dispatch added nothing to de-
tails of the Army organization already
made known from Paris, however, Mr,
Baker sald

Formation of the army is taken here
to mean that the Americanization of &
definite portion of the front has been
completed. The only statement of the
locatipn of this American front given
is that It is “south of the Marne.”

The extent of that front has mnot
been disclosed, nmor has the definlte
strength of the Army been glven. The
advices indicate that it comprises,
however, five full corps, which means
approximately 1,250,000 men.

The effect of the taking over of the
line Is to make a definite beginning
at apportioning the long front. The
British hold the left filank. aided by
the Belgians, from the North Sea to
the juncture of the British fourth
army and the French first army in
Picardy, where an offensive is belng

conducted at present

In that position the British stand
between the enemy and the channel
porta, which would be his only road to
England while the British fleet exisis.

The French armies presumably are
conceéntrated wholly between
the British

To the Americans will fall the re-
mainder of the front to the Swiss bor-
when the other American armies

Start In Three Sections of

City Almost Simultaneonsiy.
FRESNO, Cal, Aug. 13.—Threa fires
starting simultaneously and bellieved to
have been =et by incendlaries caused
a loss of 3500000 here tonight, de-
stroyed two big planing mills, leaped
the street to the Zellerbach

tire balf block across the alley from

the mills.

The three fires were siarted at once

—on# in the plle of refuse, one in the
alley behind the planing mills, and =&
third In the rear of & rooming-house,
across the street,

south of the mills
The fire companies had just arrived at
the scens of the fire when a fourth fire
broke out three blocks away In an
abandoned branch of the Y. W. C. A,

BASEBALL IN HOLY LAND

Complete Outfits Sent to Jewish Le-

glon In Palestine.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 13.—Americans
serving with the British army In Pal-
estine are to Introduce baseball In that
country, and present plana call for a
number of games in Jerusalem between
rival nines among units of these
troops.

Complete outfits for four teams were
shipped from Washington today by the
Clark Griffith bal! and bat fund at
the request of the Zionist organization
of America.

The outfits will be delivered to the
Jewiah Legion for Service In Palestine,
composed of Jews from this country
serving with the army who are below
or abave the draft age or are physical-
iy disqualified for service with the
American forces

THOMPSON WILL SAW W00D

Given

Recaptured Conviet Ample

Opportunity for Exercise.

SALEM, Or., Aug. 13.—{Special.)—
Bennett Thompson, who was returned
to' the State Penltentiary yesterday,
was given a bath, shave and new sult
of clothes today and a short interim
for rest.

Tomorrow he will be handed a buck-
snw and started sawing wood, Warden
Murphy sald today. This is In line
with the new regulation which will
apply to all escaped prisoners. Thomp-
son is serving a life term. Whather
this punishment will apply for the re-
mainder of the sentence the wardem
did not say.

HOLES TO BE CONSERVED

War Simplicty Marks New Direc-

tory of Phone Company.

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 13.—The cur-
rent lssue of thes telephone directory
appeared here today without the usual
string band for attaching it to hooks
or the string perforations.

“We are 'Hooverizing® on both holes
and string and the publle can now con-
serve the hooks"” offlcials of the com-
pany announced.

Two directories are published each
¥ear instead of thres as formerly. The
company is considering the issuafce of
but one directory a year.

SOLDIERS MAY CAST VOTE

Rulilng Made by Minnesota State
Public Saefty Board.

ST. PAUL, Aug. 13.—Minnesola men
in military service, !ncluding thoss in
France, will have an opportunity to
vote at the election in November, if a
way to register their baliots can be
found., the State Public Bafety Commis-
sion decided today,

e ————————

ITROTZKY ASKED 10

XPLAIN WAR TALK

Entente Envoys Said to
Have Served Notice.

3 DAYS ALLOWED FOR REPLY

Russian Situation Daily More
Serious for Germany.

PETROGRAD TO BE ENTERED

Kalser Sending Forward Forces to

Seize Former Capltal---Ukraine
Bitterness Toward Invader

Is Increasing.

LONDON, Aug. 13.—Actlon suggestive
of an ultimatum to the Bolshevik gov-
ernment is reported to have been taken
by the allled powers. This move, which
Is referred to in Moscow advices by
way of Berlin, has taken the form of &
demand for an explanation of the war
talk recently attributed to Premiler Le-
nine.

The diplomatic representatives of the
allies are sald to have handed a ool-
lective note to War Minlster Trotzky
demanding within three days an ex-
planation of Premlier Lenine's threat

that Russia would declare war “against
Anglo-French Imperialism.”

It was reported on Monday that Pre-
mier Lenine and War Minilster Trotzky
had fled from Moacow to the naval
stronghold of Kronstadt, and that the
Bolsshvik government would follow
them there.

Dispateh Delnyed in Transit.

Owling to the difficulties of commu-
nlcation with Russia, It seems probabls
that the above dispatch has been de-
layed in transit and refers to an event
of several days ago.

Lenine’'s declaration wis made prior
to August 9 when .American Consul
Poole at Moscow Informed the State
Department at Washington that Lenine
had told a gathering of soviets thut a
siate of war existed between the Rus-
gian government and the entente.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 13.—Reports
through Berlin that allled diplomats
have demanded an explapation of a
threat by Lenine, the Bolsheviki Pra-
mier, of a declaration of war against
the allles, are assumed hers to refer
to the action of Amerlcan and allled
Consuls in calling In a body August 1
on Tchitcherin, the foreign commis-
sioner at Moscow,

Word From Poole Lacking.

The Consuls, after belng told by Le-
nine that a state of war existed be-
tween Russia and the allles, demanded
an explanation from Tchitcherin.

They were told that the statement
was not necessarily to be Interpreted
as a war declaration; that it rather
was a declaration of a state of defense

{Conciuded on Page 3, Column 4.)

CRYPTIC“C”AUTHOR
YET UNDISCOVERED

NO PILAUSIBLE EXPLANATION
OF HOUSE MARKINGS FOUND.

Casual Canvass of Resldences in
Sellwood District Show Nearly
All Bear Mystic Message.

The meaning of the mystic symbol is
mysterious and pursling as ever. Who
has been marking houses in Portland
and other cities {n Oregon with a eryp-
tie “C" is still unknown to the pollce
apd, what is more, no plausible ex-
planation has been set forth,

More markings were reported to the
police yesterday. A woman lving In
the Sellwood district sald that after
& casua!l canvass of her mnelghbors’
houses had been mads, nearly all bore
markings of the capital “C,” some of
them with a heavy line drawn across
them. Similar markings on houses in
the Irvington district. also wers re-
portad.

The suggestion that the markings are
the work ‘of enemy agents preparing
to carry on. some form of propaganda
is scouted by the police. They point out
that the activities of the Secret Service
and the bureau of investigation of the
Department of Justice are so broad and
thorough that any attempt on the part
of enemy emissarica tg carry out &
programme of such a nature would
have been thwarted before this time
it is known that some of the markings
were made several weeks ago, although
most of the mystic symbols only recent-
1y have been discovered by residents.

TROOPS, STRIKERS CLASH

Shots Exchanged in Plaza Indepen-
dencia at Montevideo.

MONTEVIDEO, Aug. 13,—B5trikers,
estimated to number 15,000, assembied
in the Plazs Independencia late this
afternoon and delivered fiery speeches
in which the president of the republic
was frequently mentionad.

Cavalry attempted to disperse the
gathering and was fired on by the
strikers. The cavalrymen returned the
fire. No reports as to the number of
casuarlities have been recelved.

The general strike which has been
in progress here for several days is
paralyzing commerce, especlally trade
by sea. Today the port workers and
packing house employes Joined the
strikers, resulting in the stoppage of
meat shipmenta to allied nations.

Numerous business houses have
closefl. The scarcity of food supplies
in the city 1s becoming Eerioub,

KNITTING MAY NOT STOP

Red Cross Expects Only Reduced
Supply of Yarn.

NEW YORK, Aug. 13.—The action of
the War Industries Board yesterday in
halting the productilon of yarn for
knitting In order to conserve wool for
Army uniforms “may result in the Red
Cross getting less wool than It needs,
but does not mean a complete stoppage
of knitting In American Red Cross
work rooms,” according to an an-
nouncement tonight by officials of the
Atlantle divislon.

They Interpreted the hoard’s order to
mean that, after an Inventory of the
country's wool supply had been made
production would resumed and the
Red Cross would receive its allotment
after the needes of the Army and Navy
had been supplied.

be

FRENCH TRANSPORT
SINK: 442 MISSING

Djemnah Torpedoed In
Mediterranean.

THREE IN CONVOY ATTACKED

Australian Sent Down and 17
Sailors Killed.

THIRD SHIP STAYS AFLOAT

U-Boats Continue Active Off North
Atlantic Coast; Two More Ves-
scls Sent Down; Ralder
Reported Destroyed.

PARIS., Aug. 13.—Four hundred and
forty-two men are missing a=s a result
of the torpedoing of the French steam-
er Djemnah in the Mediterranean the
night of July 14-15 while bound from
Bizerta to Alexandria with troops on
board, according to an official an-
nouncement tonight.

Four days later the French steamer
Australian also was torpedoed in the
Mediterranean.

Still another steamer was torpedoed,
but remained afloat.

Official Report Insued.

Tha text of the communication fol-
lows:

“The steamer Dijemnah, belonging to
the Messageries Marltimes, proceading
from Bilzerta to Alexandria with mill-
tary passengers, was torpedoed and
sank the night of July 14-15. Four
hundred and «forty-two men are miss-
ing.

*“On the DMediterranean
steamer Australian, belonging to the
SAame company, was torpedoed and
sunk. Seventsen sailors were killed.
Passengers to thse number of 548 were
saved. Three are missing.

“In the same convoy another steamer
which was torpedoed was kept afloat.

"“Numerous bombs ware thrown at
the submergad submarine.”

WASHINGTON, Aug. 13.—The steam-
er Henry S, Kellogg has been torpedoed
by a German submarine off the New
Jergey Coast, according to a report re-
ceived late tumight by the Navy De-
partment. No detalls were avallable,
but it was presumed the steaxmer still
was aflloat.

NEW YORK, Aus.
shipping records do not
name of the Henry S
there is listed & new
the Frederick R. Kellogg, 4450 tons,
owned by the Pan-American Petroleum
Transport Company of Los An-
geles and commanded by Capialn
White. She is 425 feet long with a
beam of 57 feet and waz bullt at Oak-
land, Cal, in 1917 by the Moore and
Seott Iron Works.

July 19

13.—Avallable
the
but

contain
Kellogg,

and

NEW YORK, Aug. 13.—The ri_"]!-.)r{cc]!

sinking of an enemy submarine off the
North Atlantic coast and the additlon
iConcluded on Page 4 Column 1.)
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VOLUNTEER GATES
TO ARMY CLOSED

GRANTING OF COMMISSIONS TO
CIVILIANS DISCONTINUED.
Secretary Baker Announces Action
to Check Enlistments

New Draft Legislation.

Pending

OREGONTAN NEWS BUREAU, Wash-
ington, Aug. 13.—An order prohibiting
the granting commigsions In the
Army to men in civilian life betwesn
the proposed draft ages of 18 45
was Issued by Secretary of War Baker
today.

This completely closes
clvillans seeking to enter
senvice by velunteering.
been previously uspending
voluntary enlistments in the Army and
Navy.

The only exceptlon in the
case of students in training
camps. They will be permitted to com-
plete their courses and ri::u'.l.',s' far com-
missiona.

of

to

the

the
An order had

door

to
military

jssued = all

mnade s

officers’

in training camps
whosa applications were approved
fore the order was {ssued will be glven
commissions, but actlon on other
application for commlisisons
suspended whiie the orden I3 In

It is planned to continue the
in force until the passage of the man-
power bill mow pending | Congress,
which Increases draft ages to 18 and
45 years,

Secretary Baker expiained that “his
reason for suspending Army enlistment
was to check the Indiscriminate enlist-
ment of men of the new draft ages
before the law ia passed.

OPERATION WINS IN ARMY

Pr. G. E. Riggs, of Albany, Commis-

nll
will be
force,

order

sloned First Lieutenant.

ALBANY, Or., Aug.
After undergoing an operation to [t
him for the service, Dr. G. BE. Riggs,
City Health Officer of Albany, has
been commissioned a First Lieutenant
in the Medical Corps of the Army, and
recelved orders today to report at Fort
Riley, Kan., September 1.

Dr. Riggs applied for Army
Iast September, was rejected
vised that nothing but an operation
would fit him for service. He
ingly planned for this and was
en In Portland in May,

MANY TO TAKE TRAINING
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BRITISH AIR BOMBS FATAL

Several Killed

in Frankfort Puring

! Rald by Fliers Mondnax

AMSTERDAM, Aug, 13.—A d
from Frankfort says tt
spite the timely alarm glven, arnl
persong were killad and material dam-
age was done, especially in 4
of Frankfort, during the British rald
of Monday.
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.

TwoKeystoThiescourt
Plateau Taken.

LASSIGNY MASSIF CAPTURED

Evacuation of Roye Expected
Within Day or Two.

FOE REINFORCING OLD LINE

1914 to 1917

Armament

Positions Held From

10 Require Heavier

to Break; Planes Are Used

to Bomb Infantry.
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