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tott. rnrRTH year of war. I

t I

unduly pessimistic when he predicted
that the war would last three years.
but it will have lasted four years on
August 1. with no early prospect of
an end. Its prolongation has been due
to a combination of causes, chief
among which were the ample prepar--
ation of Germany in every parUcular
and the unpreparedness of each of the
allies in one or all particulars. The
allies were unready because, in the

n D00i,
under democratic rule, which is nat--

n oots,!
r,r,t ronr'.iv that nnv rati

professing to be civilized would delib- -
erately attack its neighbors In defi- -to,. iw or,H i,mr.i I

--h,t, rl .lm-- t n.vnntn, , I

Europe since the Invasion of the Mon- -
Igt h.t a,--

ganlzed for war in government, man- -
power, accumulations of material. In- -
dustry. educaUon. diplomacy, finance
and commerce, while the allies were
not. are due Germany's successesand

m u,, t -- aoo-o- nri
diplomacy. Germany had vast armies
ready to fling at her enemies at a
word; France and Russia had such
armies, but they were less ready.'
Britain had a diminutive army and
Italy was so exhausted by the Trlpol- -
ltan adventure that she had to re- -
organize forces and delay hostilities
for ten months. Germany had closely
studied the ethnologic, psychologic
and economic characteristics of each
nation and had guided her diplomacy
by them, while the allies had not.
Consequently Germany knew that
Russia would be half crippled by trea--
Knn. whil ti hIUph rlirl nnt Gfir- -
many knew that the feud among the
Roivar, Bntoa ti-n- . hrino Ptnio-ori-

to her side, but the alfies blindly tried
to draw that state into a new Balkan
League and thereby sacrifice Serbia,
chilled the Greek people's enthusiasmtr tiPir nnri ninvpri into t.ViA

hands of the traitor King Constantino.
That ruler had sold his country to the
Kaiser in March. 1914, but the allies
tolerated his treason for two years.
iTirKey naa Deen Douna xo uermany
from the beginning, but the allies
cherished vain hope that she would
remain neutral. Germany knew that I

the boastful may
to that "Yellow

likely some
would the have

the world
unprepared mat mey presumea on
their ability to win before American I

intervention could effective in I

the field. Early in the war Germany I

gatnereo. aai me iorces oi ner auies
under the single command of her
general staff, while Jealousy kept the
armies of Germany's enemies under
Eepu.ra.ie coiumniiu wim omy ioubo go-- i

operation. I

These are the factors favorable to
wermany which nave enamea tnat
country to win victories and to hold
the field against a world in arms. But
other factors have falsified German
calculations, have inspired the free
"aiiuus to Bupemuimn uonB, ua.ve i

constantly raisea new enemies against
her, have reduced the German people
to the depths of misery and have
"' Uluuul10 uciciiu ceitoui.

most important of these factors
is the utter incapacity of the rulers of
wrmaiiy to reau me uiinti oi a tree
people. Their knowledge of an op- -
presseu, iia line nu- -
sia enaoiea mem to win victories Dy
xreacnery nna to aistntegrate a nation

due
time,They

the spring in Constantino's mindli,
which would keep inactive,
and could find a traitor to betray
Roumania. But they did not take
into account the instinctive aversion
of free western peoples for despotism,

they would not have hoped to
by rebellion in Ireland, India

and South Africa. They forgot that
factor which had trans- -

Kaiser's
lent aemauas wiui a vl

xo tae aeaxn agtunsi. autocracy,
and it every other
American their side. Ger

can read minds 5T people
who are still or who still

by the memories and of
serfdom, but she cannot read the
minds of nations which

the-ai- freedom.
The Kaiser vainly imagined that he

had victory sure when he
forced the treaties of Brest-Lltov- sk

on Russia, that country and
won military and economic control
over it. made light of
score thousands of Americans who
had crossed the Atlantic when Russia
fell under his power, but they have
grown to a million and a and
before this ends will have
swelled to - He
that the Italy
that brave nation to its but its
fhaken army closed its ranks and
threw Tack the Austrians the

He did not that the
plight to which Russia had been re-
duced by his boasted triumph of -
lence and corruption hardened
the determination alP the free na--
tlons to destroy his sinister power, and
that the inspiration and aid which

America than
the through Russia s

desertion.
It is now plain that in fourth

year of war the tide of fortune has

turned finally against Germany. At
Its beginning; the British, and
Italians were slowly but steadily driv-
ing: the Germans back, but the
Kaiser's victory at Brest-Litovs- k sent
his entire army against them, and be
tween October and July they lost
more than all they won in the
precedlnej two years. Yet the Amer
ican flood was rising to oppose that
from Germany and the genius of Gen-
eral Foch was skillfully guiding the
Germans into channels where they
would be. penned in to receive a
counter-attac- k. While German
fensive power was being used up, that
of the was growing until it was
thrown at the Germans In the last
month of the fourth year, forced them
out of the Marne salient and blocked
their offensive in Champagne. That
victory may fairly be j ascribed to
American influence not only in put--
tine an armv in France but caus--

the armies to be combined in one
under a single commander.
Tho United States has turned the
scale against and, ,as its
military power grows, it Will prove
decisive in accomplishing the over--
throw militarism. The might of

enemy is not but it is
waning and during the fifth year that
"force etint" which President
Wilson has promised should go far
toward finally breaking it.

HOW TO KEEP BITER SPORTS
The articles "more or less deroga

to river sports," of which the
x- urwa.ua mowing ciuo in a letter to- -

complains, are doubUess the re- -
,port3 oJ Police activity

ui cauoeevi rlQ

club Is referred to the police depart- -
ment. Perhaps, when it learns that
VV A: , . 6iuui"'" ""-"-'--"'- s

lDJ YB men, it will its
"ort?l to clean up Koss lsland and

the other resorts.
The other day, the police reported

that they enough upon
ich to arrest one hundred couples

at a certain place. The
Md uninformed writer of the Row
ln " communication mistakenly

J 7.tlcla o the "arrest of 100 couples,'
ind accepts as complete contradiction
? statement of the resort manager
ma. uiio u.a uiiacu uiau UCCU
taken in When 100 couples
?Jro arrested the club amanuensis may
bJf that The Oregonlan will give
bf 6m Prominence. Could he

Z
f"eged error by The Oregonlan
to ask some unnamed keeper of a
rive,r Place? The police records are

Now The Oregonian has no quarrel
wltnJth.e Portland Rowing club, and
no d?sre to criPPle healthful
honest river sport. But it has a sug- -
eUo?i to make, t0 tie club' Undoubt- -
edJ lt ls mado up f worthy and

wa.ni. cieansport and they stand for wholesome
fiver conditions. Without any ques- -
uon "ley Q0 not countenance the per- -

pia-ce- wui
haf. elicited the condemnaUon of the

uu,u"u,:!t y " "ot uieRowing club, as an organlzaUon,
make a systematic effort to drive off
the river the fellows who have brought
the canoe into disrepute? doubt
mo win weicomo me am oi a
body of sportsmen who believe in
decency and cleanliness.

No better way can be devised to
Protect the victims of assocla- -

pracuces on me one
""""J""1 va ouler xlana lo elB"

river sports to their proper level.

THE KAISER'S BOSTOLL.
a universal genius by his own
and onlv a Kaiser bv

jt the Kaiser's war.
it ia not forgotten that the Kaiser

once wrota an orjera. anrl cot it nrn.
duced at the Royal opera house at
Berlin, to the great applause of all
the sycophants in court circles and
out. not his great ancestor
Frederick Great, set the pace for
an Kaisers by making war as a voca- -
tion and patronizing literary savants
and writing noetrv as an nvncnMnn?
pretty fair verse, too. Naturally
Wilhelm II desired to maintain
the prestige of the Hohenzollerns
ani jje as the final authority on
ail subjects, political, liter- -
ary artistio and sporting.

But whether or not he is the final
triumph of oritrlnal and nnnliprl
talent, as he thinks and lt is
quite certain that he ls an interesting
conversationalist. Dr. Davis, dentist
and biographer, was not chosen by
Wllhelm to be his Boswell, but he is
doing an excellent Job for the
loose-mout- h.

Tbo Davis articles intrinsic
evidence of sincerity and authenticity.

- ! i,i, i, .i,ni.t t,oV
or pertlap3 the American denUst

kioc ui,
memory. By whatever process he re
produces the one-sid- ed dialogues with

nA Emtiemp. it i wu.nicrv, fiiwiu.
The only criUcism which has
this office as to the service being ren- -
dered to the world by Dr. Davis is a

Bt nvins- - Tfi. it.

i out approval.

SHTPPUfO AFTER THE WAR,
Preparation, for peace is under way

in miost or war oy tne .British
I people. Their greatest concern ls for
I shipping, as foreign com
I merce depends on it and as lt has been
I the special target of the submarine.
I A committee of the Board of Trade
I has u loss from this causn
I of over 8,000,000 net tons down to
August 1, 1917. that construction has

I diminished so that it is utterly lnsuf
1 flclent and that, owing to war de
mands, only half the existing British
shipping is for provisioning
Great Britain and her allies. Owing to
the heavy burdens imposed by the

I war, and to the severe competition in
prospect from neutral owners who are
immune from and

I made enormous profits, owners o
I tramp steamers selling them to
1 liner companies.
I It ls predicted that the demand for
1 tonnage Immediately after the war
1 will De mucn greater man it would
I have been If there had been no war,
and the industrial revolution which

I has been effected will make an nor- -
mous demand, but the world will hav

I only 20,000,000 net tons when it
I should normally have had 30,000,000
I Only 75 per cent f this will be
I ocean-goin- g, and a large of this
percentage mil be used 1a taking

the American Government and people Wllhelm have origl-wer- e
so devoted peace they nated the phrase Peril." More

would endure many outrages before courtier coined lt for him,they intervene, and her military just as Junkers originated
masters knew that America was so of wars, and made

become

The

people

in revolution, bimiiar Knowieage en- - We suppose he must have madeabled to win Turkey and. Bui- - mem0randa at the in good Bob-gar- ia

to side. could touch WGllian fashion. of n- - thinn wn.
Greece

or
profit
spiritual
formed unprepared Britain into a na-- hls chalr hls moutn opea dtion of soldiers and Into a huge mu-- many ferocious instruments of tor-niti- on

factory and has nerved France tUre at hand, he did not take fuU ad-an- dItaly to miracles of endurance, of hisvantage opportunities. It is aThat same factor caused the Ameri- - compiaint which we have receivedcan people to meet the lnso- - vrtthout emotion and pass along wlth--
aeciaraiioii

war
almost
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many the
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haunted vices
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troops home. There has been great
shipbuilding activity in the United
States, Japan and Holland, and neu
tral shipowners will be enabled by
their great profits to engage In severe
competition. Hence while "the Brit-
ish industrial position will-b- e poten-
tially very strong." the British mer-
chant marine will be "quite inade-
quate to recover Its share of the
world's carrying trade." Measures for
its restoration are declared necessary
unless Britain is to "decline to th.o
level - of a second-rat- e maritime
power."

Among the measures proposed are
the release first of the vessels of the
greatest value to trade, and the use
of Government-owne- d, enemy and
neutral ships in carrying troops home.
The committee pssposos that, as a
condition of peace, "enemy countries
be required to surrender all their
merchant shipping," whether in ene-
my or neutral ports, and to forfeit all
ships laid up in allied ports, also to
restore all captured ships of the al-
lies. These ships should be appor
tioned among the allies in proportion
to their losses or they should be auc-
tioned off among the allies with pre
cautions against their falling Into en-
emy hands again. Great Britain
should Increase construction to not
less than 2,000,000 net tons a year,
naval shipyards and skilled men being
released first for that purpose, and
Government control over construction
should cease. If these measures be
taken, the committee sees little fear
of enemy competition during the crit-
ical period following the war. But-freedo-

of the seas. In the sense of
qual treatment of ships of all na

tions at all ports, is advocated, to-
gether with international regulations
for safety at sea applying to all na-
tions.

This forecast by the leading mari
time nation does not warrant that ex-
pectation of a slump in shipbuilding
Immediately ftXter the war which ls
entertained by many persons. It points
to a period of great activity to repair
the damage to shipping suffered dur-
ing the war and to restore the Brit-
ish merchant marine to Its old pri
macy. The United States will also
have a great merchant marine, sec--
only only in tonnage to that of Great
Britain, and strong rivalry for ocean
traffic may spring up between the
two nations. Ocean freight cannot re-
main at the present extravagant fig
ures, but several years are likely to
elapse before lt ls again normal. Many
transports will be worn out or will
need extensive repairs. At the same
time there will be abnormal trafflo
in material for reconstruction of war--
ravaged countries. Development ' of
such countries as Africa, Siberia, Rus-
sia and Asiatic Turkey will add much
traffic. There should be enough
peace trade to keep all the ships and
all well equipped shipyards busy for
several years.

The activity of our allies In prepar
ing for peace amid the preoccupation
of war should be emulated by the Ad
ministration and Congress. It is not
too early to collect data and to begin
blocking out In general outline the
revised shipping laws which have be
come more than ever necessary, now
that our restored merchant marine is
a fact, for lt cannot survive under the
old laws.

SOCIALISTS JOn
One of the phenomena of the war

Is that it has developed a frankly
Pan-Germ- an Socialist party In Ger
many, which has adopted the whole
creed of imperialist aggression and of
economic power against which the So
cialists of the empire formerly made
open war. One of its chiefs ls Dr.
Paul Lensch, a member of the Reich
stag, who received his military train-
ing in the Prussian Guard and who
has recently explained the new policy
in a book entitled "Three Tears of
World Revolution." It should open
the eyes of those American Socialists
who have been led to oppose the war
on the supposition that it ls a "capi
talist" war.

Dr. Lensch describes the war as a
natural explosion in which Germany
destroys reaction as represented by
despotic Russia and by British world
power as exercised by English Liber
alism. It has brought German capi'
tallsm and German Socialism into
close alliance and has made Social
ism an enthusiastic supporter of the
Prussian effort to accomplish Ger
many's "destiny." He glories in the
achievements of the German cartels.
which are the equivalent of the Amer
ican trusts. In his view, their con- -

htrol of the home market under the
protective tariff policy inaugurated in
1879 enabled them to make enormous
profits, which they used in conquer
ing foreign markets by underselling
all competitors. He says:

Protection, which was Intended to brealc
tha monopoly of the superior English in
dustry and tp create free competition for
uerraan incmstry, was converiea into insmonopoly of a handful of cartel magnets.
and had finally driven free competition out
of tha German market.

Germany constantly raised - the
tariff in aid of this commercial war,
and profits on the home market rose
with duties, to be used In paying pre
miums on exports by which further
trade conquests were made. The gov
ernment became more involved and
backed up the trade conquerors with
diplomacy, and with a strong army
and navy in the background. It
brought on several international crises
until it made war to win the still un
owned remains of the earth's surface.'

Contempt ls expressed . for free!
trade, which has been a cardinal doc
trine of the Socialist creed. "The soft
assurances of German politicians and
professors about German peaceful- -
ness" are ridiculed, and it ls bluntly
admitted that "we are and must be
the disturbers of the peace." Such
words as "freedom" and "democracy"
are termed "English catchwords," and
faith is expressed that the necessary
amount of freedom will be given the
people by reform of the franchise,
because it has become the Interest of
German finance to remove obstacles
to German prestige, abroad. The
epithet "barbarians" is accepted as an
expression of admiration, with these
defiant words:

They call us barbarians. Bo let H be!
We ought to drop all ' our whimpering or
horrified protests against the barbarismcry of tha English to say nothing of the

The leaders of the American Social
1st party have acted as though no
Buch change of front had been made
by their brothers in Germany. They
still shout the old slogans of interna
tionalism and death to capitalism
though they cannot be Ignorant that
the German Socialists have become
allies of imperialism and capitalism,
The reason ls that they are either
German or at least in
sympathy. French and British Social
ists were for a time deceived so com
pletely. that they were disposed to en
ter a peace conference with the Ger
man perverts, but their eyes have
gradually been opened by events in
Russia, by the frank declarations of
Premier Lloyd George and by the
American labor delegation to the al
lies. The American delegates arrived

In Paris Just In time to thwart a
movement by a large section of the
French Socialists to accept an invita
tion from HJalmar Brantlng, leader of
the Swedish Socialists, to a new Stock-
holm conference where the Germans
would have been represented. The
Americans flatly refused to Join in the
scheme, causing consternation among
the French, with whom international-
ism ls a fetish. One section of the
French, represented by forty-on- e Dep-
uties, announced their agreement with
the Americans, and the Deputies
signed an address to Mr. Brantlng re-
fusing to Join in revival of Interna
tionalism with Germany.

The Berlin Vorwaerts, organ of the
majority Socialists, having announced
its conversion to the policy of German
victory by force," this French group

accuses the German party of hypoc
risy in pretending to protest against
the Brest-Litov- sk treaty and says that
lt now recognizes that lt ls the ac

complice of a great Pan-Germ- an en-
terprise." Therefore the Frenchmen
say, they "can only meet the German
Socialists to condemn them and ex-
clude them from the Internationale."

The American Socialist party la the
only one in any of the democratic
countries opposed to Germany which
condemns the war and ls disposed
to meet the Imperial Socialists In con
ference. By its course lt has de
stroyed Its Influence with labor and
has driven loyal Americans from Its
ranks.

: t

T. P. O'Connor is right In saying
that If all the allies were to acoept a
peace that meant nothing, the United
States would continue to fight for un-
compromising demands. "Tay Pay"
has read the signs that exist in every
city and town in this land where the
balance of voting power has had a
tinge of Prussian Kultur.

Pleasant Valley, which is a settle
ment out the road east a bit, has
everything needed for a home guard
but uniforms, arms, machine gun.
ammunition and other equipment. It
has 100 men ready to enlist, and lt
should bo somebody's business to see
that they get those things.

An occasional Joke in the country
press ls the advertisement of a man
who threatens the fellow who has

borrowed" a tool or implement, say
ing he ls known. This makes the
borrower" laugh. If the victim had

him located the ad would be un
necessary.

With most of the young fellows In
the Army and the older fellows shav
ing themselves, the barber trade ls
the most hit by the war. This ls a
condition that should not exist. A few
less smokes and a few more shaves
will benefit any man.

The Germans were not caught In a
trap, but they were squeezed out of
a bag and are still In. retreat. That ls
the climax of the much boasted
'Kaiser's battle" and lt ls glory
enough to satisfy any but the hyster
leal optimists.

If the hazelnut had a fancy name
and was imported, people would con-
sider it something great. There ls a
big crop ready for picking in this
section that will help out on the meal
bill next Winter If people are minded
to gather it.

A stamp is a little thing, but Mult
nomah County has a postage expense
of $B 00 a month and will Install a
perforating machine to preach Integ
rity to the absent minded.

Persian kittens were on display at
a local market yesterday, though not
to whet the appetites of buyers. That
will be reached when somebody offers
woodchucks and muskrats.

Women will be asked to wear
heavier clothing next Winter to con
serve fuel, but there will be nothing
doing. A wise man, will not advise
women what to wear.

Unless Mexico establishes a muni
tion Industry, revolutions cannot go
far -- while the United States Govern.
ment monopolizes the American sup
ply.

Americans are warned of greater
sacrifices and they will make them.
In this ed rivalry wa can
beat British and French.

The "Uncle Tom" show was a long
time getting into the films, but it
will stay there' longer, as lt did lc
regular "drammer."

The Huns cannot capture enough
Tanks to place In the cities that will
be bombed by American airmen when
the bombing begins.

The State Printing Board asks
nothing for the biennlum, asserting lt
ls That certainly ls
a business board.

When Foch straightens the line be
tween. Rheims and Soissons he will
put a snap in lt that will flip the Hun
Rhlneward.

John Dillon would put settlement of
the Irish question up to Wilson. Not
this year, --John, nor next, but later,
perhaps.

Lots of war-gard- en stuff grown In
Portland can win prizes at the State
Fair if the growers care to take a lit
tle pains.

There was a course of proceedure
In the case of the Incurable horse
thief. That kind of auto thief gets a
parole.

The Shoeblacks' union of the Bay
City finds profiteering does not pay
There may be others of like mind.

Prospects of the draft have caused
the striking English munition work
ers to take sober second thought.

U-bo- now hunt In packs, like
wolves, but still they do not often pull
down their quarry.

Prunes may not 'be prunes next
winter. They are likely to be high- -
priced luxuries.

Paris will honor Hoover next Fri
day, probably with three slices of
white bread.

The single man above draft age ls
finding himself lonesome In an olive- -
drab crowd. .

Foch continues running the Crown
Prince's army.

This is the year for prune million
aires. i .

The blaclt Tank never Is.' "yeljojajr,'

GEI1MA.Y WASTED PEACE EV 1915

Henry Morsjrnthan, TBeanrkilsfc Am-

bassador, Tells of Approach.
As early as December, 1914. Germany

realized that she had made a mistake in
starting the world war, and. in her
efforts to secure peace negotiations,
she sought the aid of tha American
Ambassador to Turkey, Henry Morgan-tha- u.

The move failed partly because
Germany refused to "spoil everything"
by stating her terms openly. In his
memoirs in the World's Work for
August, Just published, Mr. Morgenthau
exposes the motives and the methods
of Germany's peace drive. He nays:

"In the latter part of 1914 Wangen-hel- m

began discussing this subject. It
was part of Germany's system, he told
me, not only to be completely prepared
for war but also for peace. A wise
general who enters t) at tie. always has
at hand his plans for a retreat, 1ft case
he ls defeated,' said tha German Am
bassador. This principle applies just
the same to a nation beginning war.
There ls only one certainty about war
and that is that lt must end some time.
So. when we plan our campaign for
war, we must consider also a campaign
for peace.

ut Germany's ideas than comprised
something mora tangible than this
philosophic principle. She had imme
diate reasons for desiring the end of
hostilities, and Wangenhelm discussed
them frankly and cynically. Ha said
that Germany had prepared for only a
short war because she had expected to
crush France and Russia In two brief
campaign lasting In all perhaps six
months. Clearly this plan had failed
and there was little likelihood that
Oermany would win the war; Wangen-hel- m

told ma this In so many words.
Germany, ha added, would make a
great mistake If she persisted in fight
ing tha war to exhaustion, for such a
fight would mean the permanent loss of
her colonies, her mercantile marina,
and her whole aconomlo and commer-
cial status. 'If wa don't sret Parts in
80 days, wa ara beaten, Wangenhelm
had told ma in August, and though his
attitude changed somewhat after tha
battle of tha Marne, ha made no at-
tempt to conceal the fact that tha great
rush campaign had collapsed, that all
that the Germans oould now look for-
ward to was a tedious exhausting war.
and tha most they could obtain from
tha existing situation would be a
drawn battle. "We have made a mis-
take this time." Wangenhelm said. "In
not laying in supplies for a protracted i th mlnut futures which havestruggle; was an error, however. thatLo. ,.,. hArn , ZZT.Z
wa shall not repeat; next time wa shall
store up enough copper and cotton to
last for five years.

At this time a German diplomat ap
peared in Constantinople who has fig-
ured much in recent history Dr. Rich-
ard von Kuhlmann. since Minister for
Foreign Affairs. In the last five years
Dr. von Kuhlmann has seemed to ap
pear In that particular part of the
world where important confidential
diplomatic negotiations are being con
ducted by the German Empire. About
the middle of December Von Kuhlmann
left for Berlin, where he stayed about
two weeks. , On his return, in the early
part of January, 1915, there was a no-
ticeable change In tha atmosphere of
the German Embassy. Up to that time
Wangenhelm had discussed peace ne-
gotiations mora or less Informally, but
now ha took up the matter specifically.

gathered that Kuhlmann had been
called to Berlin to receive all the latest
details on this subject, and that he had
coma back with the definite instruc-
tions that Wangenhelm should move at
once. The greatest obstacle to peace
at that time was the faot that Germany
showed no signs that she regretted her
crime, and there was not tha slightest
evidence of the sackoloth in Wangen- -
heim's attitude now. She had made a
bad guess, that was all; what Wangen-
helm and the other Germans saw In
the situation was that their stock of
wheat, cotton and copper was Incom
plete. In my notes of my conversations
with Wangenhelm I find him fre
quently using such phrases as tha 'next
war, Tiext time,' and in confidently
looking forward to another great world
cataclysm than the present he merely
reflected tha attitude of tha dominant
Junker-militar- y class. The Germans ap
parently wanted a reconciliation a kind
of an armistice that would give their
Generals and industrial leaders time to
prepare for tha next conflict. At that
time, nearly four years ago, Germany
was moving for practically tha same
kind of peace negotiations which she
has suggested many times since and ls
suggesting now; Wangenhelm's plan
was that representatives of the war-
ring powers should gather around a
table and settle things on tha principle
of 'give and take.' Ha said that there
was no sense in demanding that each
side state its terms in advance.

"For both sides te state their terms
In advance would ruin tha whole thing,'
ha said. What would we do? Ger-
many, of course, would make claims
that tha other side would regard as
ridiculously extravagant. The entente
would state terms that could put all
Germany In a rage. As a result both
sides would get so angry that there
would ba no conference. No If we
really want to end this war, we must
have an armistice. Once we stop fight-
ing, we shall not go at it again. His-
tory presents no instance in a great
war where an armistice has not re-
sulted In a permanent peace. It will
be in this case.'

"Tet, from Wangenhelm's conversa
tion I did obtain a slight inkling of
Germany's terms. Germany was will
ing to recognize Great Britain's an
nexation of Egypt in return for a free
hand in Mesopotamia Wangenhelm
was quite insistent that Germany must
have permanent naval base In Belgium
with which her navy could at all time
threaten England with blockade and
make sura 'the freedom of the seas.'Germany wanted coaling rights every
where; this demand looks absurd be-
cause Germany has always possessed
such rights in peace tlmea She might
glva Franca a piece of Lorraine and apart of Belgium perhaps, Brussels In
return for the payment of an indem-
nity."

Briton or Belgian?
PORTLAND. July 29. (To the Ed-

itor.) A man ls 40 years aid. was born
In Belgium of English parents. Is ha
liable to service in British or Canadian
army? READER.

It ls a question of citizenship. Laws
pertaining to nationality usually recog-
nize both place of birth and parentage
as governing. When these differ there
are means at the disposal of the per-
son for electing his own citizenship
between' the two countries or there
are treaties providing for such cases
Presumably ona who has lived 40 years
knows his own status. If tha person
described is an Englishman residing in
this country he becomes subject to the
American draft law unless he enlists
In the British army. If a Belgian he
ls not at present liable to military aer
vice so long as he remains in the
United States.

Recognition Is Appreciated.
EUGENE. Or., July 28. (To the Ed-

itor.) Tour editorial July 25 regarding
Loyal Legion Bulletin and spruce pro-
duction was splendid. The loggers
and millmen of this Northwest are car-
rying on a great work and tha Bulle-
tin not only keeps them in touch with
each other, but by photos and articles
shows the results of their labors In
carrying uncle Sam's flyers In Franca.

From ona active In Loyal Legion
work in the field, accept my
thanks for your recognition of the
splendid work the Loyal Legion Bulle
tin ls doing. WILBUR B. JONES,

Second Lieutenant Sig. R. O. A. S.
Officer in Charge L. L. L. L. District 1,

Coast Division,

FT7U. TAItE 1TOII UOXET ASKED

That and Fact That Sot All Gat High
Wages Are Rent Isaacs.

PORTLAND. Or., July 29. (To the
Editor.) Referring to the communi-
cation from Real Estate Dealer. While
I am supposed to have a fair under-
standing of English, I fail to grasp
what tha gentleman ls trying to say.
When a house Jumps from $30 to $50 in
two months, tha man footing the bill
usually sits up and takes notice, and
such things ara happening now In
Portland. Perhaps tha jumps occurred
after tha competent peopla had gone
Into tha housing situation. And when
a tenant gats beyond tha $30 class lt ls
customary in up-to-d- cities to de-
mand modern improvements such as
good heating plants, lata models in
plumbing, glassed in sleeping porches,
large living-room- s and built-i- n features
everywhere. Having ranted houses and
added extensively to my vocabulary
while answering questions. I know.

Soma peopla seem to bar a life-siz- e
'grouch because a few (as compared

with tha entire population) day labor- -

it

so

so

are ara getting unusual wages because
of war conditions, but that road ls
open to all even unsuccessful real es
tate men.

Tha Portlandltes who ara neither
boasting of or receiving the big pay
that has so aroused tha gentleman's
ire ara tha" ones who are being ground
between tha upper and lower millstone.
Just as tha same thing is happening
everywhere. I know several who are
getting allof $5 to $10 .per month
mora than they got seven years ago
and this percentage of increased pay by
no means balances the increased cost
of living.

If Mr. Standlfer carries out his plans
ha will have tatcen a long step toward
tha end all lovers of Portland have In
view, but. unfortunately, tha Standlferproject Is on tha wrong side of tha
river. What her admirers (which
means "me, too"), want to see ls Port-
land restored to her former glory as
mistress of a very substantial part oftha commerce of tha world. Geograph-
ical location gives Seattle tha best of
it with Alaska's trade, and what was
onca Portland's will never ba hersagain, but surely there ls enough left
in tha Orient- - Is Seattle to have, all ofthis except what San Francisco can
wrest from her? Then far to tha southa new and strong claimant has en-
tered the race for commercial suprem-acy and no ona in Los Angeles marvelswuen a tenant paying over 30 par
month asks for tha built-i- n and up-t-o-

to coast.
Considering such thincrs ouiatlv andharmoniously. let's not. even inthought, let go for a momentof thagreat object we are Interested In tohelp Portland come into her own.

GERTRUDE RUTHERFORD.

GOOD WORD FOR RIVER SPORTS

Writer Thinks Injustice Has Beea
0ose the Caaoe.

PORTLAND. July 28. fTn th itmi.tor.) A number of articles In ThOregonlan have lately come to our at
tention, ail mora or less deroe-atnr- ofriver sports. The latest of these is acartoon in a recent issue depictingUncle Bam carrying otf a bunch ofyoung idlers who were regretfullyleaving, as their choicest form ofIdling, a most gracefully constructedcanoe.

Canoalng ls not an idler's diversion.
and in this club, which represents 50per cent at least of tha canoeing fraternity, there Is not a slnsrle member
who ls not either working regularly
at some productive employment, or do
ing nis part in tha armed forces of thecountry. We have sent over 160 men
Into various branches of tha service.
cund all agree that the development ofa quicic eye and steady hand in canoe
ing, and the bulldlnsr of muscle incanoeing and rowing have helped themenormously In tha first few weeks oftraining. The number of officers and
non-co- in their ranks also attest to
this fact. If every man about to enter
the service would devote a certain por
tion of his time to river sports for a
month, ha would be in a great deal
better condition for tha strenuous work
of tha camp.

River sports form a clean and eco
nomical form of recreation for the
worker, and are certainly to be ore
ferred to the mora blatant pastimes to
ba found down town and in tha plea
sure parka They combine fresh air,
wholesome atmosphere, and physical
development with tha pleasure they af- -
rra. r

Several previous articles have alludedto Immoral conditions existing on the
river. We understand ona of them re-
ferred to the arrest of 100 couples ata local resort above the city. We are
Informed by tha manager of this resort
that tha arrests consisted of one man
who had slipped past their gateman
In a drunken condition. If this ls true.
an injustice has been done this resort.
which has always had a clean reputa.
tion, and to the river generally.

A certain amount of Immorality un
doubtedly creeps in on the river as in
other places; but the fact that river
sports attract a cleaner and more ath
letically inclined element leads us to
state that the percentage of those who
overlook the proprieties la less on the
river than among any other class of
pleasure seekers.

Tha articles you have published have
led many people to htlnk that anything
connected with river sports in unques-
tionably bad. and It ls a prejudice this
club desires to overcome. Such a sent!
ment drives away the type of persons
we want on the river and may cause
soma of tha undesirable kind to fre-
quent it who would not otherwise do
so.

THE PORTLAND ROWING CLUB.

CONCRETE STATEMENT DESIRED
Figures Prauded to Prove Existence
of Htga Speculative Valoe la Hooaea.

PORTLAND, July 29. (To the Ed
Itor. ) In his comments on the letter
of "Real Estate Dealer" published In
The Oregonlan Saturday "Ex-Re- al Es
tata Dealer" offers something tangible
for theconslderatlon of those interest
ed in the housing problem.

Ha says: "I sold a home for $3000
that cost ma $4200, but I needed the
money, and, besides. I received all that
lt was worth or that I would be will
ing to pay again for it."

As the purchase of a home ls strictly
a business transaction and should be
based on accurate Information and fig
ures, "Ex-Re- al Estate Dealer" would
undoubtedly give assistance to many
prospective home buyers if he would
kindly furnish data covering the fol
lowing points:

When was the sale of his property
made? In what part of the city of
Portland was the property located?

What would in his opinion be a rea
sonable price for the lot if unlm
proved? What was the amount of
street and sewer assessments paid for
that might be considered an asset to
the property at time of sale?

What could tha house be constructed
for now? How much should be de
ducted from that amount for deprecia
tion? What were the number of rooms
in tne nouseT

Does "Ex-Re- al Estate Dealer" think
that such houses could be built in sim-
ilar locations and sold for $3000 plus
what ha would consider a fair allow
ance for depreciation on the property
ha sold and yet glva the builder a rea
sonable profit on tha transaction?
- Let us lay aside all bias or prejudice
and base our discusslon of this ques-
tion on minute detailed Information
that will be helpful In reaching some
solution of. the question.

It is for this purpose that tha above
questions ara asked from the gentle-
man, who. from his statements and
business experience, should be In a po-

sition to shed some light on the prob-
lem, S. L. OSBORNB.

In Other Days.

Half a Century Agat.
From The Oregonlaa f July 80, 188S.

New Tork. Three cases of cholerawere reported to the oity yesterday.
The board of health adopted regula-
tions for prompt disinfection wherecases ware reported.

Washington. The President has ls
sued a proclamation announcing theratification of tha 14th amendment byGeorgia.

The people of Southern Oregon have
been experiencing extremely hotweather for the past week, tempera-
tures ranging from 95 to 100 degrees
in tha shade.

President Marsh announces that thecollegiate and preparatory departments
of Forest Grove College will open thafirst Wednesday of August.

J. B. Harker is preparing to build a
brick building on First street, between
Morrison and Yamhill. Workmen ara
clearing tha ground.

Twearr-flv- e Year. Acs, Jfrom The Oresonlsn f Jnlv xa irqi
Berlin. Tha tariff war started between Russia and Germany ls likely tocausa mora damage In Russia than toGermany.

Berlin. The new Relohstag has apreponderance of landowners andfarmers. Mora than a quarter of tha
members are of nobla birth.

Washington. Army officers willtest samples of smokeless powder atthe Frankfort arsenal.
Denver. The Chamber of Commnrra

has asked Congress to increase, thacirculating medium of frea coinage.
New Tork. Prominent Canadians

have formed a league to further tha
annexation of Canada by the United
States.

RCTHOX HILL. FOl D DASGESOUS

Correspondent Advises Against Travel
Over Uncompleted Road,

PORTLAND. July 29. (To tha Editor.) Referring to an srticla in TheOregonian last Wednesday, headed
River Highway Is Open," you surely

were misled In allowing such notice to
be printed. Of course any road is open
for traffic and passable if you get
through, but it is straining the truth
mightily to say that the road from
Cascade Locks to Hood River Is open
ior automoDiies. in fact, it comes very
nearly being criminal and would ba Ifany accident happened.

borne friends invited us Sunday t- -

make the trip and we did, and, thanks"
to having a very good car and a mostcapable driver, wa got home. Afteryou leave Cascade Locks the road israiny good for some way, although the
traffic has already dug down the roadinto ruts a couple of feet deep andvery rough in places, but when you
come to Ruthton Hill it is positively
dangerous and In several places only
a couple of feet between your wheels
and a mountain drop, with the machineclimbing over the construction railway
track and over rocks, with no attempt
so far at grade and two or three
Inches of water running down from tha
face of the cut. Only the appearance
of the tanks going over tha trenches
can describe it.

There is another hill where the road
is almost as bad and generally even
on the low levels it is very rough. As
for the road being graveled as soon as
the graders leave it. we saw none of
It, but did find lots of broken rock, andbig rock at that. No one should attempt the road at the present time un-
less they want to take their own seri
ous risks, or it ls an emergency. It is
a wonderful piece of grading and whencomplete will be a great road, but that
ls some way off yet. G. T.

THE STRAY.

I see a cream white cottage at tha
foot of a wooded hill;

Nearby ls a field where the farmer
with his team goes forth to till:

By the creek that bubbles and chuckles
as it merrily runs away.

The gentle ,cow$ in the clover brows
in the dusk of a Summer's day;

And the bumblebees go bumbling home
and the vigilant robins ceasa to
roam, m

As the twilight settles tha day's alarm;
Down on tha farm!

A mother croons o'er a baby's bad. .j
have fled.

And her prayers are murmured with
faith sincere that all go well
with her wee one dear;

She draws a shade and secures tha
door, relieved and glad that the
day is o'er;

And she seeks her couch with a blithe-
some heart, as tha lingering
shadows of dusk depart;

While over the garden and fields of
grain she hears tha patter of
welcome rain.

And the shower quiets the droutk
alarm

Down on the farm!

'TIs 30 years since ' that farm home
stood as a cameo setting against
tha wood;

And strain I have seen the face of that
babe the face today of a painted
Jade!

Haggard and drawn, in a gilded ragi
she wended the streets on a cir-
cus nag!

And innocent children laughed aloud
at the painted lady who smiled
and bowed!

Not a soul In that crowded street mads
cry, as the painted lady went
riding by;

But oh, how my heart has ached all
day o'er that little babe who has
lost her way

Far from tha farm!
GRACE E. HALL.

Mosatala Route ?o Eastern Oregon.
BEND. Or.. July 29. (To the Edi-

tor.) In watching all the comment in
regard to the roads over the state I
have been surprised that while the
Columbia Highway has been closed that
no mention of the Barlow road has
been made. 4

This road is by about 4 0 miles tha
shortest route between Bend and Fort-lan- d

and it is a good mountain road.
The thing that most interests motor-
ists is to know that the road ls dry
and safe. It is both of these and there
are no grades that cannot be made
with the average car even tha lighter
type of car so popular in Detroit can
make it.

Would lt not be good to advertise
this road a little while tha highway
ls closed and save the tourist the ex-
pense and inconvenience of shipping
from Cascade Locks to Hood River?

A J. OVERTURF.

License to Sell Prodace.
KELSO. Wash, July 2S. (To tha

Editor.) Can a farmer peddle his own
produce on the streets of Portland
without a license?

, G. A PACKARD.

Farmers are not permitted to stand
on street corners and sell produce raised
on their farms, without a license, but
they are allowed to sell such produce
from house to house without a license.
They are also permitted to sell produce
in the Public Market, by paying the
small market fees,


