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rXOCR A IMCU COMMANDER.
Tlie most encouraging piece of new

which has come recently from the
western front la the announcement
that all the allied armies have been
placed under a supreme commander.
Jt Is more encouraging- - than the news
that the Germans are being- - held on
the north and south of their line of
attack and that they advance In the
center only by running their nose into
a pocket where there Is danger it
will b cut off when the allies use
their reserves for a counter attack in
force. This latter fart at best gives
assurance that the Germans cannot
win a decisive victory and that the
alf.es can win. But the bt assurance
that the allies will win la the comhlna- -
tuin of their armies Into a single mint
ing machine, obedient to a single will,
instead of remaining two or three ma
chines which can act together only
when aud so far as tha wills of their
Several eommnnders agree.

It ia to the Germanic armies
by one chief of general staff as

murn ae to their central position and
their long preparation that they owe
toir success. The German staff has

tharrd the armies of all the four
Autocratic powers under Its control.
kas made them practically one army,
And has swtinc the main force of that
Army to strike quickly and lrre.xUrtilly
Drat at one point, then at another. To
Quote Forrest, of Oval War fame, it
has always "got there fustest with the
mostest men." though the agirregate
force at its disposal has been Inferior
for almost two years. It has used
Austrian guns to batter Itelgtan and
Kronen fortresses. Turkish troops to
defend Gallcia against Kussia, German
troops to defend Gallipoll and attack
:gpt and to enable Austria to invade

Italy, and now has Turkish and Bui
gartan troops In France. It has lost
no time in bringing about agreement
smonar several commanders, and
thereby It has made time utfht tor
Oormany.

Against the stunning blows dealt
oulckly by the single Teuton machine
tinder the direction ot one brain the
aiilea opposed several machines which
were stow to act together because time- -

was consumed In bringing their sev
eral directing brains to a single de
rision. Tbetr tniUtiiry commanders
ware restricted In reaching agree
ments by the larg measure of politi
cal control to which they were subjoc
ar l by the diverse and sometimes con
flirting alms of the men who exer-
cised that control. Thus it was that
energy was dissipated In minor opera-tion- a

which made do commensurate
contribution to the ganeral roan It
soushe as In the Russian Invasion of
Armenia, in the Galltpoll rampatgn
and la the first Mesopotamia cam-
paign: that operations were under,
t.ikm too late to accomplish thetr end.

a in the expedition to save rVrhia:
and that allied victories were not fol-

lowed op with the force and prompt-
ness necessary to reap their full fruits,
a in the west and on the Isonso.
lln.e the allies have merely nibbled
at thA CJerman forces when they
should have taken great bites. Mean-
while the Ornians bit off all of Wrst-er- n

Kossta. all of Roumania and S'r-l-

and an entire province of Italy.
The final obetaclrs to the placing

ef all allied forces tinder a supreme
commander was the repugnanre of
each nation to subletting its army to
tha orders of a Goneral of anr other
tuition. This was particularly the rase
with the Ilrtttsh. in alt main fields of
opera 'ion they were fighting on the soil
Of allies, and. therefore, should have
h.ien ready to vl.ld command to the
cations which they h.id gone to aid. but
national pride was snpported by the
farts that their navy has from the

tng held command of the sea.
that they did much to finance thctr
Allies nntll the t'nited States under-
took that task, and tha? their army
last year became the largest opposed
to Germany.

To the honor of Premier Lloyd
George It is to be said that he has
taken the lead among the European
nations In working for centra! control.
He brought about agreement on this
principle at il.tpallo In November,
11T. and he Joined heartily In put-
ting It In practice by the establishment
cf the Supreme War Council at s.

He helped to make it efTcc-tiv- a

by giving executive power to the
mtllts ry council of the Supreme Coun-
cil, though by so doing be had to
sacrifice the services of Sir William
lcrTtson. the rjrttlsh chief of staff
anil foremost strategist, and to face
the anger of the old army crowd and
the criticism of the envious Asnuith.

Very early in America's participa
tion ft the war President Wilson saw
the need of central control, and his
Influence mar have been decisive In
causing esttbllshment of the Supreme
Council. Kxecutlve power for the
mllt'scT council of this body was

by the American members
In a document the logic of which Mr.
Lloyd George pronounced irresistible

a statement which .effectually si-

lenced the I"remter"s critics and by
the representatives of each one of the

lllop meeting separately at Versailles.
TLe Iolcal thing to de was to appoint
a generalissimo with powers equal to
those of Von Illndenbitrg. but the
British It particular still balked at
tMs until the present baffle began.
Then ft was seen to be necessary, bat
w?io was to make the first move? A
Frenchman could not. lest he wound
the aurreptihiliries of nations which
ware fighting valiantly for France. A
r.nton could not. lest he raise a storm
about his ears. As a Frenchman
would espreae It. the Alllee were At aa

Impasse; uslngr an American- - Idiom.
they were up against It--

Then an American found th way
out. General Pershing- - wrote that
chivalrous message to General Focb,
the- French chief of staff And repre-
sentative on the supreme military
council, placing the entire American
Army at his disposal, which means
under his command. When the Na-
tion which is largely financing the
allies and to which they look for the
Army which Is anally to establish and
maintain their military superiority
thus accepts foreign control of Its
forces; Britain could no longer hang
hack, and Foch becAtne the Von Hin
denburar ot the alliance. He ta no
free to direct' all Its-- forces, to swing
them this way or that and. therefore,
to strike the Germans with superior
power where they are- weakest.

Having no part in the national
rivalries and Jealousies which yet
exist beneath the- surface among the
allies, and having- - no Interest In the
result of the war-- except defeat of
Germany In establishment of A durable
peace, the United States baa used- - the
most powerful Influence In bringing:
about thts agreement By so doing
it has made a contribution, to victory
which may prove of greater value than
billions of dollars or a million men.
for It has removed that weakness
which caused A great soldier to say
that "to find the real effective strength
of an alliance you must halve Its nom-
inal resource to allow for the effect
of divided counsels and dispersed ef-

forts." President Wilson has mado A
great stroke of statesmanship.

rNnrsTBJ.vt. prace dcbinq war.
Tho agreement reached by represen-

tatives of capital and labor, aided by
two representatives of the general
public, for the continuance of Indus-
try during the war without Interrup
tion by strikes. Is an example of what
men whose Interests ostensibly con-
flict can do when animated by
a common purpose. No real sac-
rifice of principle has been made by
either party, but they have Agreed on
principles whjch would operate as ef-

fectively to preserve industrial peace
j in time of National peace as In time of
war.

When men like Taf
and Frank P. Walsh can get together,
we can see what sincere, patriotic
purpose can accomplish. The terms
arranged seem radical for A ed

conservative like Mr. Taft And conser-
vative for A ed radical like- Mr.
Walsh, but the adjectives must have
been misapplied, for the one was not
so conservative nor the other so radi
cal as has been supposed. When they
confer, each inspired with A desire to
promote Justice And humanity And to
keep war Industry moving: smoothly,
they And A basis of understanding.

Success of the conference- - Is. how
ever, actually due to the Innate sense
ot rtjsht which governs tha representa-
tives of capital and labor, modilled by
earnest desire for National success In
the war. For years the efforts of
capital and labor to get together have
been obstructed by men who live by
causing turmoil or whose political
ends are served by widening the gulf
between them. One of the incidental
compensations for the evils of war Is
that It has brought about this recon-
ciliation.

Prompt decision of every question
which comes before A mediation board
sill do-- much, to promote success of
the plan. Several alrikea have been
against seemingly Interminable delays
of mediatory bodies, which do not
realise the Importance of time.

' TBTB rOO BUS.
Tha painful story ot Alaska's re

tarded development Is not fully told
without a chapter on the depredations
of the brown boar. This animal now
owes hta continued existence And mul-
tiplication In that territory to regret
over extermination or tha Dunaio.
Washington grows sentimental over
him whenever appeal from settlers
for relief are beard. Concress mem
ory goes baclc to Uta romance of the
chase.

KodiaJt Island contains 10.000 sqnare
miles of land, much of It rolling hills
covered with native grasses. The cli
mate is mild, and In pans of it stock
ran Winter wtthont additional feed.
It and ether Islands and portions' ot
the mainland would hold out special
ndurements to the storkratser were

It not for the brown bear.
I'nder Government protection the

brown bear has so increased hi num
bers that cattle and sheep are safe
only in strong buildings. The besvrs
demolish fences and thev swim the
channels to the smaller islands where
settlers have sent cattle and sheep In
the fancy that they would be aafe.
Successful livestock frrowlng Is now
said to he prartlcally Impossible.

The bear, too. Is a great destroyer
of salmon. He Is so fastidious that
he will eat only the salmon cheeks,
and will contemn ene-thi- rd of his
weight In this dillcacy eve - day.
Whea his hnnger. Li sarU-tv- he
amuses himself bv tosing the hah out
on the banks. The fish are In the
stream to spawn, and the eg? destruc-
tion Is by no moans insignificant.
Airthentirated reports come from
Alaska of streams, the banks of which
are rroddon like a pasture for luO to
ISO feet bark from the shore.

In these days of food shortage It Is
A costly frame preserve Uncle Sam
maintains In Alaska.

what fct Jioi-imtvn- in

Ptfflrulty of harmonizing the views
of the sincere advocates of A "busi-
ness as usual policy during the war
with those of the citizens who would
at A single stroke eliminate all "non-
essential Industries" and concentrate
the Natlon"s entire energies upon the
making of fighting material ta be
coming more apparent aa the subject
of what Industries really
are Is heme- - discuseett. For there are
some which, while not absolutely
necessary to the production of food
and clothing and munitions, are in a
real sense essential for the time being
to the welfare of the workers engaged
in them. There at others which ob-
viously ought to be kept going against
the time when they can be organ'zed
into instruments for the production ot
war material. And there are A large
number of industries whose essential
or ial character depends
upon the quantity of their product. It
Is this twilight zone which most "be-

clouds the question as a whole.
It Is pointed out by T. N. Carver,

professor of economics In Harvard
I'ntverstty. that if it were possible to
classify all our Industries Into two
groups, the problem would be simple.
The Government In that event would
need only to make A list of tha non-
essential one, and by edict refuse
them raw materials, freight cars And
Cher necessities, tn order that these
things might be reserved for strictly
necessary purposes. This has been
done In the case of potable alcohol.
But there are not many industries
whose products are so al.

Professor Carver aaeAtionA coal aa an

1,

of A which Is es-

sential In Its nature, and
yet which, may be in non

It is necessary
for the of and the
heatlns" ot homes, but an
may waste It by too many
rooms warm, or by a "few
rooms too warm. Even wheat and
sugar, aa we hauo seen, may be used
excessively.
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It Is a favorite argnment of those
who would restrict Industry as much
aa possible to point to millinery as
a industry. But these
critics overlook first the Intensely
complicated character of the Industry
and second the fact that if It were
arbitrarily closed, production not only
of unnecessary fjnery but of necessary
hats would be stopped. We have not

reached the stage where we need
to go bareheaded, or even to eschew
all adornments. In this industry,
which la typical of those In which
change ia destined to take place
gradually, the consumer must be re-

lied upon for help. As the voluntary
spirit of self-deni- al is cultivated, and
aa people more and more Increase the
practice of buying? war savings certifi-
cates and' liberty bonds wlLh money
which they formerly spent for lux-
uries, the market for certain products
will diminish. Meanwhile, In the
gradual process of Adjustment, the
labor now employed In these branches
will have found other outlets.

Expansion of essential industries- is
automatically calling-- for Increased
labor. Not av word has been heard
about hardships to labor formerly
engaged in making potable- - alcohol.
There may have been individual cases,
but aa a whole this labor has been ab-
sorbed. It Is impossible to make a
rule which would cover all individuals.
Those who "cannot turn their skill to
account In any other walk of life are
unfortunate. Coming of the railroads
threw many stage-drive-rs out ot work.
but this is one of the sacrifices In
separable from progress. Best results
will be- obtained, however, by holding
the number of required sacrifices to
the minimum.

Importance of preserving Industry
as a "going concern" Is understood by
those most deeply concerned In it.
Not only machinery and buildings,
but organizations, decline with disuse.
Where factories gradually change from
work which produces luxuries rela
tive or absolute to that which pro
duces necessities, as determined by
events, the nearest possible approach
to the Ideal will have been made. The
change will have been accompanied
by training of workers in their new
employment and. maximum output will
have been assured.

It will be seen that much workv of
organization will he required and that
a heavy responsibility rests upon the
Department of Labor at Washington.
Professor Carver does not minimize
the task when he divides It Into three
obvious headings. First, there Is the
duty of enumerating imlufrtrles and
labor with a view to distributing- war
work so that aa much as possible may
be done by those industries which have
been compelled to cut down, produc
tlon of ls. Second, there
must bo A cataloguing of labor with
reference to the work It is best fitted
to do. Third, there must be adequate
training in advance. If this Is done,
there will be no denial of a living
wage to those who are shifted about
by the demands of war. and those who
are destined to find themselves out of
work as industries de
cline? will be prepared not only to con
tinue to make their own living, but
to serve the Interests of the Nation In
the best way.

, If both sides possessed equal man-
power including that of women vic-
tory would rest with- - the one which
host utilized that power. There Is a
strategy of industry as well as of bat-
tlefield operations. And the former is
qntte likely to be a determining factor
In the end.

WHAT IfCt READ,

Tha futility of All attempts to com-
pile A list of Any number of "best
books. short of a rather complete
library, which shall be sufficient to
answer to tho demands of an uvcrage
group of men, has been illustrated
quite recently by sundry efforts to
"standardize" the buying of libraries
for soldiers in the cantonments. The
problem Is complicated by a number
of minor issue. The reading pre--

I possessions of many who make n
pretense of being literary are quite
likely to be of a nature that the per
son, fur some reason, wants to keep
secret. There Is. for example, a hard- -
headed s man who regularly
once a. year, reads "Eaot i.ynne"
through from beginning to end, and
sheds copious tears over the pathetic
passages. And the number of those
who have been discovered reading
dime novels and the cheaper grade of
detective stories sueras to be growing
so largo that It no longer excites
comment.

There Is. on the other hand, a sur
prising reversal of this form occasion
ally. There Is another class of men
who seem to be asr keenly ashamed
of A taste for higher literature, and
who dip Into poetry And tile classics
only in tho privacy of their chambers.

May Lamberton Becker, writing In
tho New York. Evening Post, gives
the results of some interesting in
quiriei she has made of the wives of
A large number of men whose reading
tastes are not public property. She
savs that nearly all the men rnvesti- -

gated were "men who stand for some-
thing tn the community," and that
most of them are business men: some
are lawyers and doctors, and there is
an editor or two. Interviewing their
wives seemed to be a feasible way to
obtain Inside information much bet-
ter than Ahe direct appeal. It Is diffi
cult. In the first place, to answer a
point-blan- k challenge, aa anyone will
realize who will ask himself suddenly,
"What la your favorite poem?" or
"Who la your favorite author?" or
"What was the funniest story you
ever heard? Names have a way of
slipping Into the background at the
moment one makes the special effort
to recall them. And one forms the
habit of Ha would
rather be Judged, even by himself, by
the books he ongbt to read, than
by those which actually may give him
the most pleasure. It Is next to Im-

possible to get a man who has a good
opinion of himself to admit that he
simply cannot read a page of Plato
without letting his mind stfay: and
there Is, perhaps, not more than one
man in a hundred thousand or so who
reads the "ltalogues" except in his
school days or from a mistaken sense
of duty afterward.

The conclusion reached from this
aeries of interviews with the wives of
men "who stand for something In the
community" Is that more men than
women are readers of A single book
who return to it again and again
and that "what "that book will be will
depend less on its intrinsic merit than
on the man's deeper experiences and
aspirations." This was the writer's
own experience. Her father's own
life waa largely concerned with books.

He read aloud from the classics every
night, but he generally finished the
evening with Swinton's "Army of the
Potomac." There is another instance
of a locomotive builder, an assiduous
reader of the daily papers, not a
book-love- r, by any means, whose only
book of real enjoyment waa the "Life
and Letters of Theodore- Parker."

It probably will be found that to
men tn the latter half of life the two
book groups of biography and travel
bring most real Joy. Among bio-
graphies, the autobiography stands
first, where It happens; fortunately,
that the doer of deeds is also a man
who can. write about them. There is
something about achievement for its
own sake that touches a universal
chord. Tho ideal time to read, bio-
graphy, of course, would be- - in. youth,
when one might be expected to derive
direct benefit from the examples of
successful men and tha mistakes of
the unsuccessful, but the effort to get
boya to take It up systematically does

ot always siicceeu-- ina pleasure, u
not the profit, of reading biography
lies In the opportunity for comparison.
And this does not come until one has
had experiences of his own. It Is
then possible to travel with, the sub
ject of the biography, and to have the
satisfaction of feeling that one might
have done better, or at least not
worse, than the great man did. In the
same circumstances. There probably
never was a man who read "Swiss
Family Robinson"' In adult life- who
did not believe ha could have built
a better pinnace,, or saved more ma-
terial from the wreck, than tha voy
agers themselves.

This glow that comes with realiza
tion that one's own: life baa not been
so complete- a failure, after all, ac-
counts for the popularity of a large
number of "back to the land" books.
There comes a time in the life of
nearly every city man when he is
called partly by the soil and partly
by desire to snow the farmer how he--

ought to run his business. Books, like
"Tho Fat of the Land" prospered be
cause they led the reader by a route
that he always believed he could have
traveled better alone. And a. good
many more men read books pertain
ing to their "specialties" than women
do. Tills is the testimony ot book
sellers. But the- writer thinks that
this may be partly a matter of rela-
tive purchasing power, "like the curi-
ous preference. English working-wome- n

used to have for
over beefsteak."' The- public

libraries show relatively more calls by
women for technical and professional
literature. There are, however, many

women who can af-
ford works having to- do- with their
own business, but the instinct of econ-
omy persists. Where a man will see
an advertisement of an "Inspirational"
book, promising to tell him how to
succeed, and buy it on impulse,, a
woman ia more likely to wait her turn
for It, if necessary, at a free library.
While whole literatures on. techni-o- al

subjects are published especially
for men, and there- - are few for women,
the latter, on the other hand, have
their own magazines. One never hears
of a "Man's Magazine," or of a depart-
ment for men in the agricultural
weekly or the daily newspaper.

It appears easy enough to generalize
upon the subject of what a man would
prefer to read it he constantly thirsted
tor education and experience, and not
diffioult to make a list, within fairly
reasonable, bounds, of what men will
publicly declare they like best. But
there are certain- concealed springs
that are touched by one's reading that
it ia not possible to dogmatize about.
We may not see why a gray-hair- ed

man with grandchildren should want
to go "Lomadooning" every year or
two, but the fact remains that he does.
and that he would not break, himself
of the- habit it ha could. In this
respect every one is different..

It was only necessary to expose the
peculiar brand of partisanship prac
ticed by tha Non-Partls- an League in
order to insure its repudiation by Ore
gon farmers. Its partisanship is
chiefly for $1S a head from tho mem
bers.

Oregon needs a loafers law, for tn
these timea there is no room for the
social ornament, the gentleman of
leisure or the elegant parasite. Rich
man. poor man. beggar man, thief
every one must do his bit.

There Is no law that prevents a
Democrat's registering as a Repub
lican, to vote In the primaries, because
any sinner may return to the fold;
but it is Just as well to make him
swear to it.

The school year should not be cut
to allow children under 16 to enter
industrial occupation as a war meas
ure. No war measure needs the serv
ices of a child of that age.

It Is so natural for a Kansas man to
he running for something that one
who Is in France is hitting a gait for
the Republican nomination for

Poultry bothering a neighbor's gar-
den within the city Is livestock at
large, and will get attention from the
police if not given by the owner.

Government Is determined the Tank
must make A good impression abroad,
and a shaving outfit will ba In the
equipment hereafter-- .

What If It Is only a twenty-three-ho- ur

day? We-- shall make up for it
with a twenty-five-ho- day sIa months
hence.

Some men think a scowl will pro
duce the lines needed for a strong
face, but the difference is plain.

Registration for the primaries ia a
necessary formality that would better
be given attention this week. -

Did it rain, yesterday? A whole lot
d'epends upon the answer, concerning
the Sundays after Easter.

Putting the clock an hour ahead
did not stop some men from garden
work yesterday morning.

The reply to the kidnapers of Mr.
Kyle promises to be that they them

Ives will be kidnaped.

Many are calling themselves to
office, but in a few weeks how few,
alas, will be chosen!

Tho man with a "flivver" has one
hour mora of daylight, a doubtable
gain.

Of course,. Judge King is willing.
Willingness is one ' ot his strongest
traits.

Don't mourn over that hour.
not lost, but gone before.

It Is

The smelt is the pla of tho animal
kingdom

FBA-fO- B KEEDS MORE BPEADSTL'fF

Aswrlou Sklpmeats Only Twe-taix- ds

mt Barest RettHireareata.
"Amerw'A must do more toward re

ducing the domestic consumption cf
cereals mid increasing exports to
France," declared Andre Tardleu,
French hrgit commissioner to the Unit-
ed States, ill an address delivered be-
fore the Solo, hern Commercial Congress
in Baltimore March IS.

"You muse do it because H is a case
of necessity, fiecause It must be done,"
asserted AL Xdrdieu. "For these past
three months ibe shipments of cereals
frorm America to Europe have been
short one-thi-rtt of the supply recog-
nized aa indissonsable to strictly com-
pressed needs."

The bread ration of the French sol-
diers has been cist from 25 to II ounces,
the civilian bread card allows 10 ounces
per day, which la about one-thi- rd of
tha average bread! consumption of the
French peasant or workman. The man-
ufacture of crack ara and pastry has
been, absolutely prohibited.

Consumption of tnigar has been re-
duced 49 per cent and of rice 61 per
cent. The import of dried vegetables
has been reduced S3 per cent and of
tilts 4 per cent.

Feedintr of horses And cattle en ce-
reals which could b saved for the
making of bread has been prohibited.
This, with the lack of other feedstuffs.
hay and fodder, resulted in a decrease
of 50 per cent In the member of horses
in France and in an. important reduc-
tion of cattle. With almost no feed for
their cattle, the French wre forced to
place them on the. martoet as meat
This meant the suspension of meatless
days and an attempt on the part ef the
people to make up for the lack of bread
with an. increase of the meat portion.

"The people who have Imposed such
sacrifice on themselves," said M. Tar
dleu. "are a people who have kept
fighting for almost tour years a peo-
ple- who have- - mobilized 7,000,000 men
from a population which, excluding the
Invaded territories, does not exceed

inhabitants; a people whose
women and children have taken the
burden of industrial and agricultural
work left by th'e men who Joined the
army; a people whose army lost over a
million men in killed, over a million
men in maimed; a people whose army,
nevertheless, is still holding, with aa
unconquerable steadfastness, over two-thir-

of the western front--
"Within the last weeks, despite the

restrictive measures I have stated,
there have been tn France agricultural
districts which had for days to put up
with a complete, absolute deprivation
of bread, a situation which could not
go on without 'endangering the physical
and moral health of the nation.

"I am aware of what you have done
In order to reduce your domestic con-
sumption and) to increase your exports.
But you must do more. Tou must do
it, for it is a case of necessity. You
must do it because it can be done.

We and our European allies the
British, the Italians have been taught
to suffer. Americans, who are now
sharing, our burden of blood and of
death on. the battle line, we are. re
questing you to share as well, in the
rear, our burden of suffering. In order
that you and we may win the war, it is
necessary that you, here in America,
should all agree to a new effort and to
new-- privations."

FUGBT OP GEKM.tV PROJECT ILK

Shell From Lonar-Ran-ge Cub Doea Not
Attain Altitude of 35 Miles.

MARSHFIELD. Or.. March. 30. (To
the Editor.) I have noticed In the
papers different estimates of the alti-
tude attained by the shells from the
famous long-ran- gun bombarding
Paria, I notice one in The Oregonian
that estimates It at 35 miles if fired
at an angle of 45 degrees. It is evi-
dently erroneous!

If fired at that angle, and if the
projectile could keep its initial velocity
it would transcribe a uniform curve
and attain, an altitude of 14.19 miles,
.less the earth's curvature.

But it is very evident that the Initial
velocity is not maintained, and the
curvature would be increased after a
certain distance.. ft would probably
go a little higher than in the former
case, but it would very evidently not
go to an altitude, of 35 miles. It would
take something better than the trained
eye of an outfielder to figure the exact
curve, for- - there are so- many unknown
elements, entering into It, such as the
light atmospheric resistance at thatgreat altitude and the difference in
proportion of centrifugal and centipetal
forces. xhey are too much for me.

S. B.

Word a tn
CAMP LEWIS. American Lake,

Wash.. March 30. (To the Editor.)
(1) About how many words have the
following men command of: George
Harvey, of Korth American Review;
Theodore Roosevelt, W. J. Bryan and
President Wilson? To be more specific
about how many words in each of their

same, taken: In their gen
erally recognized application?

(2) tvlth the same application, how
many would the average American
citizen have, and what rule of com-
putation or measure could be used in

this feature?
SERGEANT.

(1) We doubt that any one hes taken
the pains to find out or that they know
themselves.

(2) A. simple- - method of
the extent of one's vocabulary Is sug-
gested as follows: Procure a pocket
dictionary containing about 18,000
words most commonly used. Have
someone dictate to you or select for
you 100 words, therefrom by taking
every one hundred and eightieth word.
For example. If the dictionary should
have 200 pagea select the last wood on
every other page. The number of these
selected, words that you can properly
define, multiplied by 180, is, theoretic-
ally, the number of words In your
vocabulary.

CATHCAST.

Vocabulary,

vocabularies,

determining

discovering

This system Is based on the. "law
of averages" and probably will give
fairly accurate, results la an averags
number of cases. In some Instances it
would, probably give A false, seturn.

Whereabouts ef Gersaaai SaJtK
PENDLETON, Or, March 30 (To the

Editor.) (1) In the Summer of 1313
I saw the large steamship Imperator in
New York Harbor, and have often won-
dered, since the war began, what has
become of that ship. Will you kindly
inform me, if you have the informa-- .
tloa? (2 Will you kindly state also.
if you have the information, the maxi-
mum number of troops which can be
transported to France from America in
the largest steamship belonging to the
entente allies? E. L. S.

(1) The Imperator ia In a German
port, presumably Hamburg.

(2) Probably the largest vessel In
allied service Is the seized German ship,
Vaterland. We have no Information as
to Its transport capacity except wholly
informal estimates of shipping men,
which place It at upwards of 9000.

"Sammies' Is Poor B. aide.
ALBANY, Or., March 30. (To the

Editor.) I write thia to put in my
protest against callmg our soldier boya
"Sammies." I for eue think it. is so
silly, and I have read that they very
much object to that name, too.

Lately I have seen where they are
called "Tanks." and I do not iko
that either. When I think of them or
see them I always call these sons of
Uncle Sara our dear boys, "Yankie,
Sams." It, seemA to me mart kind and
dignified. MRS. N. I VEAJU

FISHTXG BT EXEM1ES OPPOSED.

Writer Wenld Have Them Barred From
Columbia River.

AX.TOONA. Wash.. March 10. (To
the Editor.) I saw in the paper a short
time ago that the Government is going
to allow enemy aliens to fish in the
Columbia. I think If the Government
knew the conditions It would not be al-
lowed. Some canneryraen have a large
number of these people fishing for
them, and they think if they are not
allowed to fish the other fellow will
get a larger pack. Some of them, no
doubt, are in debt for gear advanced by
the canners, and the latter think this
the only means by which they can get
their money back. If the country was
benefited by allowing these men to fish
I for one would .not kick. But the
salmon pack on the river will not be
one pound less If they are not allowed
to fish. If these aliens want to show
their loyalty to our country, let them
go to work in the shipyards or lumber
camps, where thetr labor will be of
some benefit to our country.

There are lots of good men amongst
these aliens. Some of them have prob
ably been fishing for a number of years
but have failed to become citizens be-
cause the American dollar looked bet
ter to them than Uncle Sam's papers.
Therefore let them take their medicine.
What would Germany or Austria do
with an American if he were unfortu-
nate enough to be In one of those coun-
tries. They would not let him engage
in any kind of labor where he took the
bread out of their children's mouths.

There are hundreds of good Ameri-
can citizens on the river who are trying
to make a living for their families and
pay their honest debts. But it is al-
most impossible for the majority of
them to do so. Are we going to allow
these enemy aliens to take their bread
away from them? Will their money go
for liberty bonds, or back to their own
country after our boys have ehed their
blood for their benefit? Let us put
those people where their labor will do
some good for the country.

ROBERT BUTLER.

HOPE DEPENDS ON DISCOVERER.

Admiration of Caesars and Indifference
to Bttrbanks Is Idolatry.

VANCOUVER. March 30. (To the
Editor.) .A letter comparing Caesar
with Faraday, which you print, is
interesting. The oldest philosophy ex
tant warns against the lnsiduous evil
of Idolatry and depicts it as the most
baleful of influences.

Now, it must be patent to all that
worship of Images or Imaginary Images
is nowise hurtful In itself. The real,
great, and only evil arising from idola
try is that it diverts man's thought
from substance and- - directs it toward
shadow. It is difficult to imagine
more pernicious form of idolatry than
is hero worship.

The mind that Is diverted from con
temptation, of th wonderful achieve
ments of such aa Darwin, Faraday,
Pasteur, Edison and Marconi and
directed to the worship of Caesars,
Alexanders and Napoleons, is Idolatrous,
at a standstill, yes, even retrogressive.

It's true there is much to learn from
history, both ancient and mediaeval.
but that which we learn is ef the na-
ture of the decalogue, negative rather
than positive. We learn what we should
not do rather than what we should. If
the world ia ever redeemed, redemp-
tion will succeed only when we cast
down our idols, burn our Joss houses,
live in the ever-prese- nt and let the
dead past bury its dead.

We must wake up and realize that
our hops depends on the discoverer
rather than on Gogs and Magogs. The
Burbank who can cause two blades of
grass to grow' today where but onegrew yesterday is of more value to
mankind than ia a windrow of ante
deluviaa heroes. J. HAROLD,

COMMERCIAL. REPRISAL IS URGED

Tea-Ye- ar Ban on German Goods Pro-
posed If Atrocities Are Committed.
PORTLAND. March SJ .(To the Edi

tor.) Organizations, like our Cham
ber of Commerce, have been consider
ing the advisability of discriminating
against German manufacturers, some
favoring such action, others opposing
the earns.

We would not aot simply In retalia
tion, but we must use every weapon
of defense for our loved ones, and the
only one that can pierce the German
hide is one that threatens the future
of their commerce. We can now, at
the very outset, protect our own from
torture, mutilation and starvation if
our patriotic societies of men and
women, our organizations of every
sort, will pledge themselves and their
effort that no product or goods com-
ing directly or indirectly from German
sources be used for a period of five or
even ten years, should we find at the
close of the war that American pris-
oners have been mistreated or our hos-
pitals wantonly bombed.

Are we goirur to let our husbands,
sons and sweethearts suffsr a year or
two while- - we fold our hands and think
about it, or shall we act now in the
living present?

MOTHER OF A SOLDIER.

Sale ef War Stamps,
PORTLAND, March 3L (To the Ed-

itor.) Pleaee state the duties of the
authorized agent for war savings
stamps, where he gets the stamps which
he is to sell, and if be has to sell them,
and after selling them go to place
where be gets them and then deliver
them, or does he receive a certain
amount of stamps, and after he sells
them turn In the money?

INTERESTED.

A aelllng agent purchases from his
bank or nearest postoffice a sufficient
supply of stamps to accommodate pur-
chasers. He also secures from the
same source thrift cards, as he may
be called upon to furnish these.

After he has purchased his first sup-
ply of stamps and sold them, he se-

cures another supply and sells them,
repeating the operation throughout the
campaign. He handles the purchase
and sals of war stamps Just the same
as postage stamps, selling them for
what they cost him And keeping some
constantly on hand.

Girls as Radio Operators.
EUGENE, Or March 30. (To the

Editor.) Will the Government hire
girls as wireless operators for war
service, and if so, where is Morse
telegraphy taught? A READER.

The United, States Navy enlists girls
when needed, as yeomen to perform
various kinds of service. Including
telegraphy, wireless operating and tele-
phone operating. Information may be
had by writing to the commandant of
the Naval District, Bremerton, Wash.,
or San Francisco, CaL Telegraphy is
taught In various places, including the
T. M. C. A- - la Portland, Information
also may be obtained on this subject
from the Western Union Telegraph
Company.

Wottee to Vacate.
PORTLAND. March ?l.(To the Ed

ttor.) I am given 10 days' notice to
quit the premises I occupy. My friends
Inform me that I am entitled to 30
days' notice, and am not compelled to
pay rent during the time of notice to
get out. ruease give me the straight of
this, READER.

Notice to vacate property rented from
month, to month is sufficient if given
for A period of 10 days prior to the ex-

piration of suck month. Tou are liable
for the rent during such-notic- e.

In Other Days.

Twenty-fiv- e Years Ago.
From The Oregonian. April 1, 1S03.

San Francisco The Chinese Six
Companies' officers have advised Chi-
nese to ignore the Geary registration
law, announcing that It is unfair and
saying an appeal has been taken to
high United States officials through
the Chinese Minister at Washington.

March came in like a lion and went
out like a lamb, to prove the truth of
the old saying.

The fire department responded to AA

alarms during March, and fires did
damage Aggregating $17.090.

State Fish and Game Warden re

has been arresting fish dealers
for selling Washington salmon out of
season.

Half a Century Ago.
From The Oregonlan. April 1. 1868.

Washington Churchill introduced In
the House a bill providing that where
there is an Intermission of more than
18 months between a vacancy tn the
office of President and nt

a new election shall be held, and It was
referred to the Judiciary committee.

The steamship Continental went
aground on the lower end of Swan
Island bar last night.

The calico Krouezchen, which was ar-
ranged by the Turn Verein for last
night, was not given because of lack
of news of the AJax, which is said to be
In distress, some Turners being on
board.

Messrs. Caples and Fitzgerald will
address a meeting of the Union Club
tonight.

live:
Live! for the time Is short In which you

may.
There is a limit placed forever 'cross

your way;
Tou may not move It. nor go on at will;
But you may live and love, and laugh

and play, until
With fine precision, Father Time lata

down the bar
That closes to you, evermore, the paths

afar.

Live! for- the time ia brief for kindly
deeds.

Let not one day neglected be It haa lta
needs;

Hold out a hand to those who, blinded,
fail to see ,

The ateps, sure path that leads to lofty
victory.

Give, everyday, soma gift, though but a
smile;

The interest won, you'll find, la worth
the while.

Live! for these hours are thlnga that
swiftly go

Into that vast nothingness of which
none know

Aught, save through memories and
thoughts that spring

Out of a fading past, and once again
take wing!

Live! and fill up with tender love each
day, until

The great timekeeper, God, eays to your
eoul: "Be still !"

GRACE E. HALT

Voting Rights of Soldiers.
TOLEDO. Or., Maroh 28 (To the

Editor.) Will enlisted men working
in the spruce division be voters at the
primary election? Must they comply
with the requirements of the election
law ot the state, or do they have spe-
cial privilege? Please answer at
length as their rights should be made
clear to them, as well as to others.

INTERESTED READER.

A soldier from another state doea not
acquire a residence in Oregon by being
stationed here, nor can euch a soldier
vote.

A citizen of Oregon does not lose
his right to vote by enlisting provided
he is in Oregon on election day. If he
is stationed in Oregon, but away from
his home precinct, that does not con-

stitute a change of residence. If he is
registered and cannot get home to vote

procure a certificate of regis-
tration by writing to his County Clerk
and naming his precinct. This certi-
ficate will entitle him to vote in any
Oregon precinct for state and district
officers, but not for local officers. If
he is not registered he can be reg-
istered through the agency of the clerk
of the county wherein he may be sta-
tioned, or before a notary public.

Origla ef Written lluate.
LONDON, Or., March 30. (To the Ed-

itor.) Please tell me at what date
written musio came into use, and any
other information as to Its first usages.

W. G. MASSEY.

It is probable that the earliest at-

tempts at musical notations were made
by the Hindus and Chinese, from whom
the legacy was transferred to Greece.
The exact nature of the Greek nota-
tions is in dispute.-Tim- e of origin of
application of 15 letters of tha Roman
alphabet to the double octave U also
unknown. Reduction of the scale to
the octave and the naming of the notes
is ascribed, but pot definitely, to St.
Gregory. Indications of a scheme of
notation based on the use of dashes,
hooks, dots, curves and strokes appear
in the sixth century. Notations which
led to the present method were devised
about the 13th century, but use of lines
in the staff and of the present-da- y

symbols was a gradual development.

Derivation ef "Bocae."
ABERDEEN, Wash., March 29 (Te

the Editor.) I have read in many pa-
pers, and not later than last week in
The Oregonian, some inquiries concern-
ing the word "Boche." It might be in-

teresting to your readers to know that
since the year 170 the French people
have cordiallv hated the Germans. So
in the French schools, colleges, etc,
the French students, instead of calling
their German schoolmates AUemanda,
as the Germans are called in French,
they used to eall them Alboches by
corruption of the word Allemand.

Since this war started the word
Alboche has been changed Into boche
or short. Germany is called Bochle,

and the German children Bochonets.
It is likely that this designation will

stick to them for many centuries.
A READER,

No Selfish Gain From War,
PORTLAND, March 30. (To the Edi-

tor.) What will America get for her
part in the war if the allies win as
chances are? OLD SUBSCRIBER.

This is what the President of tha
United States says on the subject;

"The position of the United States In
this war is so clearly avowed that no
man can be excused for mistaking IU-S-

seeks no material profit nor ag
grandizement of any kind. She is fight-
ing for no advantage or selfish Object
of her own, but for ths liberation of
peoples everywhere from the aggres- - .

sions of autocratic force," f
Boys for Farm Work.

BLACK ROCK. Or., March 80. (To
the Editor.)-Plea- se inform me how old
a boy has to be before he can enlist
for farm work, and also where to ap-

ply to enlist. WINNARP BULLIS.

Sixteen to 21. Make application to
U. S. employment service, 247 Davl
street, Portland.


