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Smashing Blows Delivered

By French and British.

ALLIES GAIN HUGH ERCUKD

Moreuil Changes Hands Four
Times Before Being Final-

ly Lost to Germans.

ENEMY CASUALTIES HEAVY

Belief Grows That Gigantic
Battle Will Be Pro-

longed for Months.

TAK1S, March 3t Tne battle is
slackening, according to news reach
ing Paria late tonight.

The attacks of the Cermans have
1een Ies violent nd les nnmrroua
today, and it has brea oonerved that
the enemy U Jeveri.hly digging him
self in, particularly in the neighbor
hood of Lawignr.

The general impression Is that the
situation is most satisfactory.

fPr the Associated Press. 1

WITH THE MRIT1SH ARMY
FRANCE. March 31. Sunday morn
lug the British were holding the whole

f their long line with strength. They
had smashed numerous heavy German
attacks at various points and succews- -
fully taken the initiative on several
sectors.

(Br Oi Associated Press.)
" ' From the rrgion of the Somme
southward to where the battle line
turns eastward furious fighting has
continued en various sectors, but in
every other sector the enemy has been
held, and even pushed back at some
point.

Nowhere has he been able with his
gTeat masses of men to gain ground
exceat an int'initesimal tract from the
FrenHj north of Moreuil. British and
French machine guns and riflemen
again tore great holes in the ranks of
'.he field gray as they endeavored to
press on.

Enemy Avoids Rattle.
So threat have been the losses of the

Cermans in front of the British north
cf the Somme that Sunday saw them
unwilling again to take up the gage
of battle.

Along the Scarp the British them-
selves went on the offensive, and to
the east of Arras captured the village
of Feuchy.

On the southern end of the line the
British, and French troops, fighting
together, hove met the enemy in
furious combats, but everywhere de-

feated him with sanguinary losses.
French Recapture Villagrs.

In the bwid of the line between
Moreuil and La.'signy the Cermans
made frantic efforts to break through,
but the French held them in their
tracks, and in addition recaptured sev
ral Tillages.
Not alone has Von Hindenburg had

umbers of men killed and wounded,
but both French and British armies
bare taken a considerable number of
pew prisoners and have al.'o captured
machine guns.

At last accounts the Cermans had
launched a fresh attack in the region
between the rivers Luce and Avre and
Sere fighting was in progress.
Hiadenburg'a Paris Dai Canceled.
The reports from both the British

and French war offices seemingly in-

dicate that the allied troops have
reached the limits of their retrograde
Movement.

In any event they have canceled the
engagement Field Marshal von

made with himself to take
tinner in Fans on All-Foo- day.

TARIS. March 31. On the southern
battle front the French have recap-

tured Ayencourt and Monchcl and
gained considerable ground in the
region of OrviI!rs, according to the
official communication from the War
Office tonight.

The bat'le continued last night
with undiminished violence. German
Vattalions, renewing the attack with-

out cessation, were mowed down by
be, French fire.

Moreuil Storm Center.

Moreuil changed bands four times
In a furious struggle. Finally being

tcoaciwl4 a F loluma i--t

German Lvlnr In Walt for
Convoy, Is Sent to Bottom, After

long and Thrilling Chase.

LONDON. March II. Encounters In
which American destroyers sank Ger
man submarines are thus described In
account of successful submarine bat
ties published today:

"The first American 'destroyer atfrht.
ed the enemy submarine on the port
bow and proceeded at full speed In the
direction of the enemj-- . who submerged.
The American forces could see the ene
my's ake. which showed he was run-In- s

underneath the surface from star-
board to port. As the German passed
under the stem of the American boat
the latter dropped a depth chars. The
wake. whi-- had been plainly visible
on the starboard, never appeared on
the port aide of the destroyer. Instead,
large quantities of ell came to the sur-
face.

"The second American destroyer, en-

cased In nlcht convoy doty, slchted an
object a mile away by the light of the
moon. Full speed was ordered, but the
submarine dived while the American
was still a few hundred yards distant
Two depth charge were dropped and
oil came to the surface.

"This submarine was apparently ly- -
ine In wait for another convoy which
was approaching from an opposite

HAYS TO BE HERE APRIL 11

G. O. P. Chairman Will Tour West
in Interests of Liberty Loan.

INDIANAPOLIS. March St. Will H.
Hays, chairman of the Republican Na-

tional Committee, will leave here-Tues- -

dy mlflnlKht on a Western trip in the
Interests of the third liberty loan.

Itexides addressing; liberty loan rath
erlnca. Chairman Hays announced to
night that he would meet members o
the Republican National Committee
and atate leaders, on whom he will also
urge the necessity of getting behind
the liberty loan campaign.

His itinerary fuliows:
Denver. Colo.. April 4; Cheyenne,

Wye. April 5; Salt Lake City. April C

Helena. April S: Spokane. April ; Beat
tie. April 10; Portland. April 11; San
Francisco, April 12; Los Angeles, April

Phoenix. Aria., April 20; Kl Paso.
Tel., April II, ami Albuquerqe, April 2!.

REAPPOINTED

China Ministry Reorganized When
Troops Win In North.

Pv the Associated
PF.KIW Marrh Jl. Tmn Chi Jul. the

has again been appointed
l"remier In place of Chin Nun-Hsu- the
acting Premier. The ministers have
endered their resignations, but it Is

believed that with the exception of the
Ministers of Justice and Finance, they
will be asked to remain In office.

The reorganization of the ministry.
which has been long contemplated, is
believed to have been brought about by
tie recent successes of the northern
roops.

Press.,

COLONEL WILSON IS DEAD

Member of Consular Service for J

Years SuccuRibs lu London.

LOXDON" March J I. Colonel Thomas
F. Wllnon, 81 yara old, member of the
United i.ita Consular Service for 26
years, and one of the men who helped
rapture the famous Confederate cruiser
Florida. did here yesterday at the
home of his son.

Colonel Wilson was born In Mead
rtlle. Ia. He entered the consular ser- -
Ire In ISM. beromlna-- Consul-Gener- to
ItraiiL He was made Consul-Gener-

of the Hawaiian Inlands In 16 and
170 artewi in the same capacity to the
five northern states of Mexico.

HOSPITAL TRAINS MOVING

Hundreds of Wounded Germans Are
Hurried From Battlef rant.

AMSTKRDAM. March 1. Trains car
rytno wounded Germans from the battle
front In France are proceeding contin-
ually alone; the frontier between Ger-
many and Holland, accord Ins; to a dis-

patch to the Telepraf , f rora Kerkrade.
It has been necessary to replace hos.

pltal cars by freight cars In which the
wounded lie on straw and shavings.

DISLOYAL LEADER RESIGNS

Dr. Karl Murk No Longer Conductor
of Symphony OreheMra.

BOSTON. Ifarch II. The manage-
ment of the IJoeton Symphony Orches-
tra announced last night that the res-
ignation of It. Karl Muck aa conductor
has been accepted.

Dr Murk was arrested by Federal
officers last Monday n'sht under the
enemy alien act aa Is confined In the
Jail at Iit Cambridge.

WAR SITUATION IMPROVES

General Pershing Describes Battle
Lines on 55-Mi- le Front.

WASHINGTON. Marrh SI. In a I

cablegram dated Friday night and re--I
reived at the War Department last night I

General Pershing described the situa
tion on the Picardy front as "improved."
His dispatch described the position of J

the battle lines over the front. I

he locations being similar to those out- - I

held by French and British troops.1 nntd in the French and British war
oftiis lleu.cni ialarday.

Americans Advance
' Long Columns.

DAYS OF HARD FIGHTING NEAR

Quick Movement of Troops
Follows Pershing's Offer.

NEWS THRILLS NATION

Eacter Crowds at Nation's Capital
Greet Enthusiastically Tidings

Americans Will Soon lie
in Big Struggle.

WITff THE AMERICAN ARMT IX
FRAXCE, Saturday. March 38. (By
the Associated Press.) All the
lean troops have been turned over to
the tor such use aa they see fit
to make of them. American troops
may soon be flRhtins; side by side with
their British and French allies In the
battle which Is rasing In Northern
France.

The acceptance by France of General
Pershing's offer of all American men
and material for the present emergency
has In effect virtually resulted in a unl
tied army command, so far as the
French army and American forces are
concerned.

Order of Fresjcfci Origin.

in

Amer,

allies

This Is shown by the fact that the
orders Issued to the American troops
are of French origin.

Great activity of many sorts Is In
progress In the entire American sone.
Miles of motor trucks loaded with
Americans have passed through the
towns, some going; In one direction,
some in another. Through a driving
rain the motor trucks ploughed their
way along muddy roads, the Americans
singing. Many of the trucks bore
American flags.

Colusasja Stretch for Miles.
On other roads mile after mile of

marching Americans rplaslicd through
tire mud which came over their ankles
The horses were steaming from the
work they had to do.

Out on the open roads the men In the
camions sang everything front "The
Battle Hymn of the Republic" to "Tip-perar- v

They exhibited the greatest
enthusiasm for the work they have In
hand and seemed to be anxious to get
It started.

Frequently during the day heavy mo- -
tor trucks skidded from the muddy
roads into ditches, but they were quick-
ly and literally picked up by as many
Americans as could get a hand on
them, act back on the road and started
again.

Mtlddlna; Track Mere Trifle.
A little thing like lifting the end of

a five-to- n motor truck from a ultch
means nothing to Americans who are
In a hurry to get into the fight.

WASHINGTON, March 31 Washing
ton was thrilled today by the news that
American soldiers actually are on their
way to the fighting lines to take places
beside their hard-presse- d British and
French allies.

Major-Gener- al March, acting chief of
it.'oncludvd on Pag 2. Column 2.)

MA SETS T?CiOCf OVr

British Front Solidifying Rapidly
With Arrival of Fresh Men to

Replace Weary Troops.

LONDON. March 31. The week be-

gins with a feeling of optimism, which
has been progressively growing during
the last three days, over the prospects
of the battle in France. While the
first great crisis is pant and the enemy
Is held for the time being, there is no
belief that he la beaten unless some
factor like the weather should bar his
further attacks.

The country is prepared for another.
and perhiipa more than one. desperate
assault upon the allied lines before
Amiens and Paris. Since the German
higher command has announced to the
people that this was the decisive bat
tle, any other than a decisive conclu
slon will be an admission of defeat.

The Press Association tonight says:
"In London the view Is held that

north of the Somme the British posi-

tion is solidifying very rapidly. We
now are replacing our troops by fresh
divisions In that sector and there is no
anxiety on account of that part of the
front. The German plan of dividing
the French and British armies has
failed absolutely.

"Koughly speaking, the enemy up to
now has brought lip 96 divisions, near-
ly half of his army, on the western
front and the blow has mainly fallen
on the British."

News that heavy rain Is falling gives
hope that the German advance will suf
fer from the same cause that brought
the British to a standstill on their last
extensive advance in the same region.
The Germans are compelled to bring
up artillery and supplies for the troops
through a country which is ploughed
up by the most intense shell fire, while
the allies have firm ground behind
them. An announcement that the King
visited the troops in the field was a
pleasant surprise to the people.

3 WOUNDED IN QUEBEC RIOT

Mob Clashes With

scriptionists.

Force of Soldiers.

QUEBEC. March 31. Three persons
were wounded tonight in a battle be-
tween troops and & mob of anti-co-

The clash occurred while soldiers
were removing firearms from hardware
stores to the citadel to keep them from
falling Into the" hands of the rioters.

The precaution was decided upon
after the pillaging early this morning
of a store handling firearms and

The action of the troops was re
sented by the who
began pelting the soldiers with nila- -
iles. The persons wounded, two of

whom were young women, were some
distance from the scene. None of them
was seriously hurt.

One hardware store was fired by the
rioters, but the building was saved.

FIRE LAID TO PRO-GERMA- N

Foundry In South Baltimore Suf-

fers Loss of More Than 9200,000.

BALTIMORE. March Jl. The Ken-
nedy Foundry Co., In South Baltimore,
was badly damaged by fire last night,
which is believed to have been started
by a German sympathizer. The loss Is
estimated at more than $200,000.

The foundry Is almost surrounded by
machine shops and Iron works engaged
on Government contracts.

EASTER IN A REGULATED FAMILY.

I t

El 1 04.0

Careerof Distinguished
Citizen Is Closed.

END FOLLOWS BRIEF ILLNESS

Death Hastened by Unyielding

Devotion to Duty.

RARE ABILITY RECOGNIZED

Head of Great Business Built Up

Mainly by Made
Milling Commissioner and.

Serving When Stricken.

Theodore B. Wilcox, milling com-

missioner for the eighth Federal grain
district and president of the
Flouring Mills Company, died at his
home, 215 King street, at 3:30 yester
day afternoon after an illness of two
weeks.

Death was due to acute intestinal
trouble, which manifested Itself during
his recent visit to New York, where he
was summoned on Federal business.
Upon his return home he was immedi-
ately placed under medical care, but
sank rapidly.

MORN WELL

Himself Federal

Portland

With the exception of his youngest
son. Theodore B. Wilcox. Jr.. who is
now hastening home from Yale Uni
versity, all members of his immediate
family were present when he passed
away.

It was his devotion to his duties as
milling commissioner that contributed
to his final illness, it Is believed, for
Mr. Wilcox insisted upon making the
trip to New York to meet with the
milling division of the Grain Corpora
tion, although he was ill at the time
and should have remained under con-

stant medical care. He became seri-
ously 111 while in New York and re-

turned 1 bis home in a critical con-

dition. '-

Rare Ability Is Reeoslaed.'
" For many years the outstanding fig-

ure of the milling business of the Pa
cific Northwest, Mr. Wilcox was chosen
as milling commissioner immediately
after, the passage of the food bill by
Congress last Fall and the organiza-tion'- of

the Federal Grain Corporation.
The appointment was in direct recog-

nition of his unquestioned ability and
sound knowledge of grain and milling
conditions throughout the Northwest.

Theodore Burney Wilcox, who was
destined to develop the milling indus-
try of the Pacific Northwest to a point
beyond the farthest hopes of the pio-

neers, was born on the other side of
the continent, in the little New Eng-

land village of Agawam. Mass., not far
from Springfield, on July 8. 1S56.

His was the old New England stock,
directly descended from David Wilcox,
who came from Wales in 1835 to prac-

tice medicine at Hebron. Conn., and
whose brother was one of the original
settlers of Hartford.

Bank Office Boy at 1.
But a few brief years of his boyhood

were passed In the schoolroom, for at
the age of 1 years he entered the

(Concluded on Page 6. Column 2.)
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Special Commission Is Appointed.
Hoover Admits, Situation Has

Got Out or Hi9 Control. '

WASHINGTON, March 31. Deter-
mination of a National policy govern-

ing meat production, sale and distribu-
tion during the war, which may in-

clude virtual price fixing and definite
control or actual Federal operation of
the big packing houses, has been en-

trusted by President Wilson to a spe-

cial commission of five prominent Gov-

ernment officials.
This step, announced tonight, was

taken at the recommendation of Food
Administrator Hoover, who advised the
President that he found himself power
less to protect properly all branches of
the cattle industry ajid that the Gov-

ernment's present course is "almost in
tolerable in criticism from both pro
ducer and consumer."

Mr. Hoover asked that the President
extend to meat the policy initiated in
steel, copper and other commodities
which are sold at prices fixed on the
basis of conferences between producers
and the Government.

The Food Administrator suggested,
and President Wilson now has approved
the plan, that a National policy be de-
termined by the following officers, act-
ing personally or through authorized
delegates:

The Secretary of Agriculture, repre-
senting the viewpoint of the producer;
the chairman of the Federal Trade Com
mission, representing the influence of
trade conditions; the chairman of the
United States Tariff Board, representing
economic thought; the Secretary of
Labor, representing the viewpoint of
the civilian consumer, and the Food
Administrator, who has to carry out
any policy adopted.

SWISS CANNOT GET GRAIN

Germany Refuses Safe Conduct to
Ships Carrying Supplies.

WASHINGTON, March 30. Germany's
refusal to grant safe conduct to ships
carrying American grain to Switzer
land has virtually stopped its move-
ment. Although a large amount of
cereals and many vessels for trans
porting it have been placed at the dis
posal or the Swiss government, the
ships are held In port through fear of
submarine attacks.

Switzerland does not produce enough
food to supply her, population a;nd is
largely dependent on overseas ship
merits.

GREAT BRITAIN CONFIDENT

Optimism Increases as People Watch
Steady March of Armies.

LONDON, March 31. Premier Lloyd
George has sent a message to Premier
Clemenceau, of France, declaring that
Great Britain, calm and resolute, is
relying on the Justice of their common
cause and upon the valor of the men
who defend it.

Confidence increases, the British Pre
mier added, as the English people
watch the steady march of the gallant
army of France to repel the Invader.
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Battle Fury Mounts as

Allies Stem Attacks.

GERMANS MENACE AMIENS

Allies Expected to Use All Re-

sources to Prevent V-

ital City's Capture.

ALLIES SEEM CONFIDENT

German Attempts on Arras
Foiled and Huns Die by

Thousands in Attacks.

BT ARTHUR S. DRAPER.
LONDON, March SI. ( Special. (

The Germans are nearing Amiens.
Less than 10 miles separate them from
this railway center on the Faris-Bo- u-

logne line.
North of the Somme the fighting

has deteriorated into local engage-
ments, but south of the river, espe
cially toward the confluence of the
Somme and the Avre, it has grown
in intensity. Along the practically
straight road from St. Quentin to
Amiens and northwest from Roye, the
German forces are cominer ud in
great masses with their slowly-movin- g

guns in the hope of battering their
way into Amiens.

From'the Somme as far as Mont-didie- r,

just short of 20 miles, one of
the greatest struggles of the whole
battle is being waged by the reinforced
enemy and the Anglo-Frenc- h army,
strengthened by-- large reserves." The
fate of Amiens is being decided in
this gigantic conflict. The allies still
fall back, but the advance of the
enemy grows slower with every hour.

Allies Must Make Stand.
But the defenders can no longer

fall back without imperiling Amiens,
which represents infinitely more than
a town like Peronne, Noyon or even
Arras. It is doubtful whether the
enemy has yet brought his full pres-
sure to bear on this front Certainly
the allies have not employed their full
reserves.

The battle is sure to increase in,
intensity over the week-en- d. The
most encouraging news comes from
the Arras sector, where the Germans
paid their greatest price of the whole
titanic struggle for the smallest tac-

tical return. Not only do the British
hold this key city, but they still dom-
inate the whole, ridge from Vimy right
down to Albert.

There is no weakening cf the con
fidence in high quarters, although it
is frankly admitted that the next few
days will be highly critical. It is be-

lieved that Aimens will be success
fully covered, but not without the most -
desperate fighting. J

If the Germans are checked here
the worst will be over and the allies
can breathe easier.

The third and probably the greatest
crisis is rapidly approaching, ' for
strategic questions of the utmost

must be decided shortly.
Amiens Suffers Heavily.

The Germans apparently are about
ready to launch a major attack
on Amiens, which is already ' within
range of their big guns and has suf
fered heavily from the enemy's air
bombardments. It is natural to ex-

pect that this will prove the psycho
logical moment when the allies will
throw in their reserves, which are
powerful and numerous enough not
only to ward off the German spear-
head, but to break its haft.

If the allies catch the enemy off
his balance the odds might turn
strongly in their favor.

As the crucial moment of the battle
approaches, there is no question but
that the belligerents are preparing to

(Concluded on Pane 4. Column

FREE SERVICE; AXD
MATIO.V.

The Oreponlan has established
a bureau of information and serv-
ice at Washington City for the
benefit of Its readers. o charge
is made for a reply to any ques-

tion relating to Governmental af-

fairs or for procuring any avail-
able Governnjent publication. For
reply send stamp. Address
Frederic J. H a s k I n, director
Oregonian Information Bureau,
Washington, D. C. Do NOT write
to The Oregonian at Portland.


